Royal British Legion Oxfordshire Repatriation Policy
Following a meeting held between the Royal British Legion Oxfordshire Chair and the resilience lead for Oxfordshire County Council to discuss the process of notification for Repatriation of Armed Forces personnel, the following Policy was determined.  The RBL National Chair, a former County Councillor also attended the meeting.  
Royal British Legion Participation
· Confirmation of the repatriation notification process – it was agreed that the email accounts associated with the Royal British Legion would be limited to the current National Chair and County Officers/Membership team only.  At present a maximum of 48 hours notice of a repatriation will be given and the roles selected gives enough cover to ensure the message is picked up promptly and actioned appropriately.  RBL.Community email addresses will be used to ensure continuity if the incumbent changes:

· National Chair
· Oxfordshire MEM
· Oxfordshire MEO
· Oxfordshire Chair
· Oxfordshire Vice Chair
· Oxfordshire Secretary – the Secretary will have responsibility for the onward dissemination to Oxfordshire RBL Branches and the RBL Bikers as well and notifying the County Parade Marshal.  The notification to Standard Bearers, and Royal British Legion members will be undertaken at County Level as access to emails and contacts under GDPR are controlled. This will enable Branches through their SBs and their Branch Members to pay their respects.
· Oxfordshire Treasurer
· Reissue of the Civil Authorities Repatriation Plan – the civil authorities have confirmed that the Civil Authorities Repatriation Plan is currently being revised and will be subject to final authorisation by the authorities involved.  This will be shared with the Royal British Legion once finalised.
· Royal British Legion Participation – it was reiterated that the Royal British Legion has no responsibility for the organising of the Repatriation process or any activities associated with the Carterton Repatriation Memorial Garden other than notifying our membership of any pending repatriation and so that members and Standard Bearers may attend.  It must be remembered that it is the family’s wishes if the funeral cortege pauses at the Carterton Memorial Repatriation Garden.  Additionally, if the family does not wish to have a presence at the Carterton Repatriation Memorial Garden then their request must be upheld.   Furthermore, the Order of Precedence for the military presence and Standard Bearers must remain with the casualty’s parent Regiment, Corps or Service Association.  The County Parade Marshal can assist but must be secondary to the parent unit Association.  RBL Branches or former members are not to take any organisation, information dissemination, or management of any event held at the Carterton Memorial Repatriation Garden.  The RBL Oxfordshire County Officers will act as a conduit for the passing of information only to its membership.    The wreaths and Union Flag should be the responsibility of the Local Council both in storage, presentation and maintenance.  This should not be down to the Royal British Legion Local Branches or County.
· Standard Bearer Participation- The attendance of County and Branch Standards should be managed collaboratively with the Regimental Associations; the Royal British Legion is not the controlling authority.  Ceremonial protocols and guidance for the Royal British Legion in attendance would be provided by the Oxfordshire County Parade Marshal but not the responsibility of the Royal British Legion.  County and Branch standards will be subject to their usual approval process via their respective Chair and documented in County/Branch minutes to ensure Public Liability Insurance cover.  CSB Standards should apply to the County Chair for approval as the de facto Branch Chair and the approval minuted at County level.
Summary 
The Repatriation policy will be widely demonstratable on the RBL Oxfordshire Web-Page.  The repatriation is not the responsibility of the RBL to organise; the RBL are not responsible for repatriation flights and ceremonies themselves, these are military operations and the County/District Council.  The focal point of remembrance has been the Memorial Garden which is the preserve of the Council and not the Royal British Legion.  Whilst the Legion encourages its members to pay honour and respect to those who have fallen in service to the nation. Our presence is most visibly demonstrated by the parading of the Branch Standards, but as the Legion is part of the local community many Legion members will stand silently among those who gather to pay their respects.
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