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HAPPY ARMED FORCES DAY 2021
June crept up and sadly the end of 
lockdown didn’t go as we had all 
hoped, but better safe than sorry. 

Please remember to follow the 
national guidelines when doing 
anything under the Royal British 
Legion banner, we all would like to 
get back to face-to-face meetings 
and gatherings but our priority must 
be to stay safe.

I was honoured this month to be 
invited to Woodlands Memorial 
service on 16th June, with our 
County Standard. There was a 
select few invited to represent the 
armed forces and the Royal British 

Legion and as always it was a 
wonderful service.  I would like 
to thank Woodlands for hosting 
this envent and for managing it 
in a socially distanced manner. 

Kate carried the Standard and led 
the military as they paraded back to 
the chapel after the service. It was a 
well organised and fabulous day, as 
always, and we are all hoping to have 
a normal, larger gathering with many 
branches there next 
year.

On Saturday 26th 
June I, along with 
Anna Acott and 
members of Staple 
Hill and District Branch, 
went to the National 
Memorial Arboretum 
for Armed Forces Day. 

We were thrilled to see The Princess 
Royal, the fantastic Red Arrows and 
Battle of Britain Memorial Flight, as 
well as the Band of the Household 
Cavalry. On behalf of all of us, I 

laid a wreath at the Armed Forces 
Memorial.

I want to thank the Branch chairman 
Ian Campbell and Secretary Aileen 

Hulin for a well organised 
and safe trip. It was great 
to hear that those that 
were not members had 
signed up by the time 
the coach had got back 
home!

Hopefully this will be 
the last Armed Forces 

Day with restrictions in place.

All the best.
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MEET AVIATION ARTISTS

A day for visitors to meet Aviation Artists at the Jet 
Age Museum.

More details at www.jetagemuseum.org

An update from your MSOs
It has been a busy month and 
we hope you enjoyed the 
armed forces celebrations 
last week!

As the financial year comes 
to end, the branch accounts 

team will be posting your year 
end returns by post. Now is the time to start your 
putting your return together and remember; any 
bank statements will need to be dated after 30 June 
2021! There are some changes to the submissions 
this year, so have a good read of the year end return 
guidance provided.

As Janet Talman; the new Director of Membership 
is settling in, please take the time to complete the 
Branch Activity Survey. This will give the membership 
team a better understanding of what it is your 
Branch Members want to do in your community 

and the support you need to achieve your goals. The 
electronic link is: here and it only takes a couple of 
minutes!

As the Government Covid-19 restrictions are likely 
to be relaxed from 19 July, many branches will be 
planning more community events. So as a reminder: 
Branches organising Centenary events, as long as you 
are reaching out to your local veteran community 
(our beneficiaries), you can spend up to £350 of 
your Branch funds. Branch Property Trusts (BPT) and 
legacy funds can also be used as well, unless they 
have specific restrictions in them. Branches should 
follow the standard process for obtaining money 
from their BPT or legacy.

Please do get in touch if you need any help, we will 
do the best we can to support you until a full time 
MSO is recruited.

Kate and Andy

JULBRANCH FINANCES    

To all branches - just a reminder that accounts 
will be due in by the 30th of September: our year 
ended on the 30th June so please ensure that you 
have the documents sent out by our MSOs. 17

So read the headlines in local county 
and national press (Daily Telegraph 
and The Sun) as tribute to former 
local RBL member John Cornwell 
who passed away on 19 May. 

He was aged 15 ½ when he joined 
the Army to get away from home 
and still only 17 when he landed on 
Gold Beach on 6 June 1944 with 
his platoon from 2nd Battalion the 
Gloucestershire Regiment. 

Wounded in the hand and leg by 
a grenade two weeks later, he was 
repatriated and spent two years in a 
variety of hospitals. 

A long serving member and 
supporter of RBL branches in the 
Cheltenham area, his wish was for 

“a big send-off ” with soldiers to 
carry his coffin into church. Befitting 
a Chevalier of the Legion d’honneur, 
his wish was granted thanks to 
pallbearers and buglers from 1RIFLES, 
and standard bearers from RBL 
branches Cheltenham, Woodmancote 
& Bishops Cleeve, the Gloucestershire 
Regt Assn, and RGBW Assn. 

Group Captain Anny Reid, County 
President and Trustee, was in 
attendance and Cheltenham 
Chairman Roy Roberts spoke during 
the Eulogy. 

The church was crowded 
with attendees wearing red – 
acknowledging John’s work for the 
Poppy Appeal and his lifelong support 

of local Cheltenham FC – The Robins.

Farewell old soldier!

CHELTENHAM BIDS FAREWELL TO JOHN
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The RBL Festival of Remembrance 
will be held on Saturday 13 
November with performances at 
1400 & 1900.

On 14 September tickets will 
go on sale for the evening 
performance. Members can 
purchase tickets for the afternoon 
performance on 21 September, 
which will be at least one week 
prior to the general public.

Standard Bearers wishing to take 
part in the muster must contact 
their MSOs by 23 July at the latest.

On 15th of May the 
Hardwicke and District 
branch celebrated the 100th 
Anniversary of the RBL by 
laying a wreath at St James 
Church War Memorial, joining 
branches from all over the 
world.

Following the wreath laying 
the branch set up a stall 
outside Tesco Quedgeley 
for two days raising money 
for the Poppy Appeal with 
items from the knit and natter 
group based at Tesco and the 
new 100 pins. 

Branch chairman Carol Bratty 
said  ‘‘We were fortunate 
with the weather and as usual 
the Quedgeley community 

came up trumps 
donated their 
money. We 
were very busy 
on both days 
and managed 
to raise over 
£800, including 
money on the 
contactless 
machine.’’

The branch members spoke 
with lots of people who were 
interested to see them out of 
their usual time of November.

On Friday 14th the Knit and 
natter group decorated one 
of the trees in the car park 
with knitted poppies and 
wreaths and also wooden 

Poppies made by Quedgeley 
and Kingsway Men’s Shed, 
who are very supportive of 
the local Poppy Appeal.

STAPLE HILL HAVE A ROYAL 
GOOD TIME

A BIT OF A JOKE

A Drill Sergeant had just 
chewed out one of his cadets, 
and as he was walking away, he 
turned to the cadet and said: 
“I guess when I die you’ll come 
and dance on my grave.”

The cadet replied: “Not me, 
Sarge…no sir!

“I promised myself that when 
I got out of the Army I’d never 
stand in another line.”

Due to COVID 19 restrictions, the National 
Armed Forces Day 
in Scarborough was 
cancelled and many 
local events have been 
postponed.

Because of this, the 
Staple Hill and District 
branch organised a 
coach to the National 
Memorial Arboretum in 
Staffordshire to celebrate 
the day.

The day was safely organised and members 
were joined by some from the local community 
wishing to mark the day with the branch.

Branch chairman Ian Campbell organised the 
day with branch secretary Aileen Hulin.  Aileen 

explained ‘‘the journey was full of singing 
and general chit chat - many members 
haven’t been to an event in well over a year 

and we all needed this 
trip!’’

Members were 
treated to a day full 
of entertainment 
from the Red Arrows, 
the Battle of Britain 
Memorial Flight, music 
from the Band of the 
Household Cavalry 
and even got to see 
The Princess Royal.

8 supporters of the branch will be joining 
the Legion because of the trip and bookings 
have already come in for Armed Forces Day 
2022!

IMJIN 70 LECTURE

The Soldiers of Gloucestershire Museum 
will be holding a lecture on Imjin and the 
aftermath.

Tickets available from www.soldiersofglos.com

An update from your MSOs

A CELEBRATION IN QUEDGELEY

FESTIVAL OF    
REMEMBRANCE

JUL 12 - International Youth Day - why 
not engage with your cadet units 
for a joint gathering/event (COVID 
dependent).

15 - VJ Day Anniversary - Is your 
branch holding an event? Let us know

AUG

31
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COUNTY MEETING

Thank you to all of the branches 
that attended May’s County 

Committee meeting, it was great 
to see so many there and sending 

in questions prior.

We look forward to seeing many 
of you at the next meeting in 

August - details to follow.

VIEW FEB MINUTES HERE

News from Awards and 
Conference 
The Conference and Awards committee of 
the County have been meeting to discuss 
next year’s county Annual General Meeting 
and to look at the process of applying for 
awards.

Like you, the county committee are looking 
forward to seeing people physically rather 
than over the internet. That being said, 
covid 19 has shown that things can be 
done differently and has a wider reach via 
technology. 

Because of this opportunity, we are 
exploring having next year’s conference at 
our usual location, but also live streaming 
the event so that members that are unable 
to join us in person can still feel connected 
to what is happening. More info to follow in 
the coming weeks and months.

Some members and branches have found 
the nomination process for awards slightly 
confusing and difficult. Therefore, the 
committee have been busy producing a set of  
standing orders that will set out the process 
and timeline in detail.

We have listened carefully to the feedback 
from previous conferences and have looked 
to action many of the points raised.

The committee is always grateful for feedback 
and I hope that next year, our AGM will be 
the best yet!

Kate Reynolds - Chair of the Conference 
and Awards Committee

Gloucestershiremso@britishlegion.org.uk                       
www.counties.britishlegion.co.uk/counties/gloucestershire RBLGlos

Clubs Liaison Officer - Chris Boskett

Training Officer - Anna Acott

Community Support Reporting Officer - John Moloney

Youth Officer - James Brimble

Parade Marshal - Carole Hoban (non voting)

Standard Bearer - Bob Perkins

Committee Member - Kate Reynolds

Committee Member - Allen Warren

Committee Member - Kay Scase

Click here for contact details.

County Committee (2021-2022)

President - Gp Capt (rtd) Anny Reid OBE ARRC (non voting)

Life Vice-President - Norman Low (non voting)

Chairman - Jackie Robertson

Vice-Chairman - John Moloney

Secretariat - Ian Harrison (non voting)

Independent Examiner - Charles Tippet (non voting)

Treasurer - James Brimble

Recruitment & Publicity - Ian Campbell

Poppy Appeal Co-ordinator - Anna Acott

PUBLICITY AND RECRUITMENT 

As the county Publicty and Recruitment Officer, Ian 
Campbell can help you attract new members by helping 
you create a simple publicity strategy and advise you how 
to use social media and the press to your advantage. 

If you are interested in learning more, Ian is 
willing to set up a meeting to discuss the 
help you may need.

Gloucestershire.web@rbl.community  
07950104450
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