
GLOUCESTERSHIREGLOUCESTERSHIRE
COUNTY NEWSLETTERCOUNTY NEWSLETTER

HRH The Duke of Edinburgh 1921-2021
On the 9th of April we heard the 
sad news that The Prince Phillip, 
Duke of Edinburgh had passed.

I want to express my thanks to 
those branches that safely laid 
wreaths at your memorials and 
to the Standard Bearers who 
stood in their gardens, showing  
support for the Royal Family at 
that difficult time.

This month has also seen the 
restrictions lifting, enabling us 
to see a few more people.  We 
still need to be aware of local 
and RBL guidelines. As such 
we cannot have face to face 
meetings still but standards are 
now allowed to attend funerals, 

following the recent 
guidance from Haig House. 

Because of these continued 
restrictions, we held a 

virtual ANZAC Day service at 
Leighterton this year.  A small 
contingent of representatives 
joined me at Leighterton to be 
filmed, in small groups, and then 
Ian Campbell edited everything 
together into the video that we 
published on YouTube.

Thank you to Ian for all 
your planning and 
time that you put 
into this, it would 
not have been 
possible without 
you. Hopefully next 
year we can have 
our normal parade 
and I look forward to 
seeing you all there.

At this time of year we also 
remember the Falklands War 
and within this and the next 
edition of the newsletter, we have 

some  interesting reads from our 
members’ time in the conflict.

We are also coming up on our 
centenary celebrations, (15th 
May,) if your branch is planning 
anything, let us know so we can 
support and publish your events.  

As the restrictions 
continue to lift, the 
members of the county 
committee would be 
pleased to attend any 
meetings and events 
you have planned. We 
all look forward to 
getting out and about 

soon and helping you where 
and when we can.

Take care and stay safe.
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MENTAL HEALTH 
AWARENESS WEEK

Looking after our mental health during 
COVID has been increasingly difficult. 
Many members struggle or are helping 
others that struggle. You can find some 
helpful resources here.

BRANCH FINANCES    

To all branches - just an early reminder that 
accounts will be due in  by the 30th of September: 
our year ends on the 30th June so please ensure 
that you are starting to gather all the information 
you will need.

An update from your MSOs
As you know, Emma Shepherd left us 
last month. We’ve not just one, but 
two Membership Support Officers 
looking after us until a replacement is 
found, Kate and Andy.

Kate - I have been the MSO for 
Somerset since August 2014. I joined the Legion after 

a career in teaching, and had always wanted to work for the 
Legion as both my Dad & husband are ex-servicemen (Army 
& Royal Marines respectively).

I am very pleased to be looking after all of you, even on a 
temporary basis. I do remember coming to give you all a 
presentation on Branch Community Support (BCS) at a 
Gloucestershire Branch Seminar about 4 years ago, because I 
was on the BCS Working Group at HQ when it was launched.

Andy - Following a successful career in the Royal Engineers, 
I was extremely pleased to join the South West Midlands 

Team of the Royal British Legion in 
2019. After 27 years’ service, I am 
thankful to have an opportunity to give 
something back to the armed forces 
community which I have been a part of 
for all my life.

It is an honour to be part of such an 
amazing charity and it has been a pleasure 
to support Membership in my counties of Herefordshire 
& Worcestershire. It is incredible to see the level of selfless 
commitment our members continue to show; particularly 
during the Covid-19 Pandemic over the past 12 months and 
look forward to celebrating our Centenary year throughout 
2021!

Both Kate & Andy look forward to supporting you all where 
possible until a full-time replacement MSO has been recruited.

Kate and Andy

In early 2017 the branch received a 
bequeathed monetory gift from the 
late John Edward Whitehorn (JEW), 
with the stipulation that it be spent 
on the young people of Newent. It 
took a short while but eventually with 
the approval of JEW’s Daughter, Sarah 
Davy the Branch set up the Young 
Volunteer Award which is presented 
to a young person between the ages 
of 13 – 18 years who has embodied 
the fundamental principles of the 
Royal British Legion in the Newent 
and District area. The trophy is 
awarded to an individual who has:

• enhanced their local community 
or environment

• cared for a neighbour or relative 
in need 

• helped to run a community-based 

club or society

• provides a service and meets 
a need for people living in the 
local community

• is supported, recognized 
and respected by the local 
community and the people who 
benefit from it

The end of 2020 saw the third 
year this trophy has been awarded, 
unfortunately due to the pandemic 
the trophy was not presented until 
February 2021’s Branch virtual Zoom 
meeting. The presentation included 
a very interesting resumé of the life 
of John Edward Whitehorn, given by 
his son Andrew and supported by his 
sister Sarah who presented the award 

for the 
previous 
two years. 

This 
year’s 
recipient 
Josh, has 
had the honour of being presented 
with the award twice, once last year 
at his school and then at February’s 
meeting by his girlfriend Lucy.

Newent and District Branch will be 
sending out nomination forms to 
schools and youth groups in the local 
area soon, please let us know of any 
deserving candidates. 

NEWENT YOUNG VOLUNTEER AWARD
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Jane Jennings from the Dursley 
and Cam branch has taken on a 
challenge to walk 1000 miles by 
the end of the year to raise money 
for the local Poppy Appeal. 

As we know, last year’s collections 
were curtailed by COVID so 
having committed to the mileage it 
seemed like a good idea to put the 
hard work to good use! Jane has 
completed about 360 miles since 
the end of January so she is on 
target, so far! 

If anyone would like to support 
Jane the JustGiving link is below.

DONATE HERE

In 2008 when the 1st 
Battalion the Rifles were 
deployed to Afghanistan, 
Hardwicke & District branch 
decided we would like to do 
a shoe box appeal.
Contacts were made locally 
especially Tesco Quedgeley. 
They came on board and 
set up a collection point for 
goods to put in the boxes 
(toothpaste/toothbrushes/
sweets/paperbacks/soap 
etc) anything that might be 
useful. The shoe boxes were 
obtained from Gloucester 
shoe shops.

Originally it was intended 
to be local but we were 
contacted by the Citizen who 
ran several articles, so we 
ended up going county-wide. 
Branches donated, shops 

donated and our two bed 
bungalow became the HQ.
We worked with 1 Rifles 
Welfare Officer who visited 
and gave us the heads-up on 
what would be appropriate. 
Hours and hours were spent 
wrapping parcels each with 
a personal letter written by 
branch members, and a 3 

tonner from Chepstow 
collected 1380 boxes. These 
went by sea to Karachi 
and then to Camp Bastion. 
We received donations 
of money from around 
the country so were also 
able to donate £500 for 
the Rifles Welfare Fund. 
We also took two car 
loads of goodies to Selly 
Oak Hospital where the 
wounded were being 
treated.

On their return to the UK 
1 Rifles invited us to their 
homecoming parade in 
Exeter, we attended the 
service at the cathedral and 
then were whisked off to 
the Commando training         
base at Lymstone by coach to 
meet the Duke of Edinburgh. 

TALES FROM THE SOUTH ATLANTIC   
A personal memory of time served in the Falklands, shared by Badminton member 
Sir Ian Macfadyen.

A BIT OF A JOKE

Two German agents walk into 
the pub in London during WW2 
and one of them said to the 
waiter, “Two martinis, please.”

The barman asked, “Dry?”

To which the customer 
replied, “Nein! Zwei!”

If you have a joke, or perhaps a 
funny story from a one of your 
virtual meetings, please let us 
know. We all need a laugh right 
now!

It was early April 1982, and I was just back at 
RAF Coningsby in Lincolnshire 
following a glorious six weeks 
in Cyprus with my Phantom 
Squadron, number 29, on 
our annual air-to-air gunnery 
deployment. We had enjoyed 
some great flying in glorious 
weather, firing our 20mm Gatling 
gun that had an astonishing 
rate of fire of 6000 rounds per 
minute. The news and our minds 
suddenly turned to a far more 
remote part of the world – the 
Falkland Islands. 

As a keen philatelist, at least I knew the location 
of these islands but it never occurred to me 
that the Argentinean invasion was to change 
my life completely. A few days after the invasion, 
my station commander called me into his office 
and said my squadron was to be the one to 

become involved in any operations. But 
how? The runway at Stanley, 
the island’s only airport, 
was a mere 4,000ft long, 
and way short of anything 
the Phantom could cope 
with. Over the next few 
weeks, a number of urgent 
modifications were made 
to the aircraft including the 
fitting of chaff and flares for 
self-protection. Early in May 
we had the call to deploy 
one half of the squadron 

to Ascension Island, an island in the Atlantic 
just south of the equator. The experienced 
crews were kept behind to be ready for 
operations further south. On 3 May 1982 
three aircraft, two having been re-painted at 
RAF St Athan.
To read Sir Ian’s full account please visit 
our website - click here

RBL 100

If your branch is organising anything on the day or 
later in the year, please let us know so that we may 
help share your efforts to the rest of the county 
via this newsletter and social media.

An email has been sent out from the National 
Chairman on how to celebrate this day.

RBL ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Once again, the Annual Conference is having 
to be held virtually. Anyone can attend the 
conference as a visitor. Delegates of branches 
should have already registered.

Please make sure you discuss the motions.

An update from your MSOs

Kate and Andy

MEMORIES OF PRINCE PHILIP

Jane sets her sights 
on 1000 miles!
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ANZAC COMMEMORATION
At this time of year, the county would normally have 
gathered to commemorate ANZAC Day in Leighterton.

Sadly, because of COVID the county committee decided to 
hold a socially distanced virtual service.

This was filmed and edited by the County Publicity and 
Recruitment Officer, Ian Campbell.

Our County President, Anny Reid, A/Wg Cdr A R Marshall 
I OC 501 Sqn RAuxAF, Gloucestershire Womens Section 
Chairman Carole Hoban,  Badminton Branch President Air 
Marshal Sir Ian Macfadyen KCVO CB OBE, Rev Richard 
Thomson, a bugler from Nailsworth Silver Band and the 
children from Leighterton Primary School joined our 
Chairman, Jackie Robertson.

Everything was filmed safely and put together with music 

and captions later.

As you can see from the pictures below, we still managed 
to pay our respects to those fallen and the community have 
shown their appreciation with emails and messages since 
the virtual service was aired.

We would like to express our thanks to Scott Garden 
for recording pipe music for the wreath laying and to Ben 
Humphries for the piece from the Commonwelath War 
Graves Commisson. 

We are also grateful for the fanatstic media coverage 
through BFBS and Forces News aswell as BFBS Brize 
Norton Radio.

You can watch the service - here.

Branches across the 
county paid their 
respects to the Duke 
of Edinburgh by 
laying wreaths and 
dipping standards in 
accordance with the 
RBL guidance at the 
time.

Thank you to 
everyone that paid 
their respects across 
the county.

HONOURING 
THE PRINCE 
PHILIP

Staple Hill & DistrictThornbury & District

Glos Regiment Veterans South Cerney

Stoke Gifford

Dursley & Cam

ONE LEGION STRATEGY

As you will have seen, the RBL have held a virtual town 
hall event to inform members of proposals the Legion 
proposes to action in the next phase of the strategy. It 

is important that branches and members discuss these 
proposals and feedback to the RBL with comments and 
feedback.

Please send responses to info@britishlegion.org.uk
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MEMBERSHIP COUNCIL - 
GARRY MILLS

LYDNEY REMEMBER   
THE KOREAN WAR

Members of the Lydney Branch and 
the Glosters Association joined in 

Lydney to remember the Imjin Battle. 
They were joined by a veteran of the 
battle who also survived two years as 

a prisoner of war (POW.)

The ceremony was held at 11am 
on the 21st of April in Bathurst 

Park, Lydney at the Korean Oak 
tree, planted by the veterans of the 
Glosters. Following the homage and 
the wreath laying, the last post was 

played and a two minute silence 
observed.

Three cheers was also given in 
honour of Her Majesty’s 95th birthday 

along with those gathered singing 
happy birthday whilst the bugler 

played the accompanying tune.

Thank you to those branches 
who supported me in being re-
elected as the South West Midlands 
Membership Council Representative 
until Conference 2024.

I have been your MC Rep for the 
past 7 years I have seen many 
changes in the last few years and was 
privileged to participate in GP 90 in 
2018. What an amazing sight to see 
1250 RBL Standards on parade in 
Ypres in Belgium.

The Membership Council has a 
dedicated focus on the Legion 
membership organisation, The MC 
have a close working relationship 
with the Membership Department 
and provide oversight and guidance 
on changes to policies and 
procedures that everyone must 
adhere to.

As the MC Rep I attend all County 

Committee 
meetings. I liaise with 
the MSOs regularly 
and meet with the Area 
Manager and other RBL senior managers 
on matters relating to membership.

I see my role as a mentor to counties 
and branches and I am grateful to those 
branches that have invited me along 
to their meetings. I am at the end of a 
telephone whenever needed. If I can’t 
answer the queries then I will find 
someone who can. As restrictions are 
relaxed I hope that we all may be able to 
meet up again. 

Always remember SERVICE NOT SELF.

Garry Mills, FInstSMM, MIMA(Cert) 
G.Mills@britishlegion.org.uk  

01452 417277 / 07788670355

You can read more from Gary on our 
website - here.

ANZAC COMMEMORATION

Staple Hill & District

South Cerney

In the USA, it is called the Forgotten 
War because it was overshadowed by 
WW2 and Vietnam, but there are still 
some alive today and living locally who 
served in the Korean 
War.

One such is one of 
our most distinguished 
local members, Colonel 
(Retired) Harold 
Griffiths CBE.

The Korean War lasted 
from 25th June1950 until 27th July 1953 
and it was during this conflict that the 
Gloucestershire Regiment earned their 
honorific “The Glorious Gloucesters” 
after the action at Imjin River (22nd-25th 
April 1951).

At 93 years of age, Harold is one of our 
most “senior” members, and the only 
one of the branch to have served in the 
Korean War.

Harold was the first President 
of Thornbury RBL and 
although his career started in 
medicine, he was soon liable 
for National Service, serving in 
the Army in Korea.

Harold comes from a military 
family with his father serving 

as a volunteer officer in the South Wales 
Borderers at the end of the 19th century 
and then serving in the second Anglo-
Boer war in 1900.

Harold’s parents suggested that a medical 
career might suit him and he went 

to university and St. Mary’s hospital, 
developing an interest in surgery whilst 
training. Having qualified in medicine 
Harold was posted to Korea and served 
with the British Commonwealth Forces. 
Conditions could be hard at times with 
the British Army living in cold tents 
although the American food rations were 
OK.

Harold had no home leave for two years 
and missed seeing his family. Luckily 
letters were taken and delivered twice 
a week by air so the family were able to 
stay in touch.

You can read more on our website 
here.

FROM KOREA TO THORNBURY (via London, Glasgow and Southmead)

POPPY APPEAL PORTAL - UPDATE

We are pleased to announce that the Poppy Appeal Ordering 
Portal will open on Friday 30th April 2021. From this date, the 
full catalogue of Poppy Appeal products will be available and 

the new functions that have been developed and highlighted to 
you in our recent telephone calls and newsletter, will be live.

PAOs can access the portal HERE
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gloucestershiremso@britishlegion.org.uk                          
www.counties.britishlegion.co.uk/counties/gloucestershire RBLGlos

Clubs Liaison Officer - Chris Boskett

Training Officer - Anna Acott

Community Support Reporting Officer - Kay Scase

Youth Officer - James Brimble

Parade Marshal - Carole Hoban (non voting)

Standard Bearer - Bob Perkins

Committee Member - Kate Reynolds

Committee Member - Allen Warren

Click here for contact details.

County Committee (2021-2022)

President - Gp Capt (rtd) Anny Reid OBE ARRC (non voting)

Life Vice-President - Norman Low (non voting)

Chairman - Jackie Robertson

Vice-Chairman - John Moloney

Secretariat - Ian Harrison (non voting)

Independent Examiner - Charles Tippet (non voting)

Treasurer - James Brimble

Recruitment & Publicity - Ian Campbell

Poppy Appeal Co-ordinator - Anna Acott

COUNTY UPDATES
TRAINING OFFICER - 
ANNA 

COUNTY MEETING 
Thursday

20th May 2021
7pm

The next county committee meeting 
is appraoching.

As restrictions are still in place, 
we will be holding the meeting via 

Microsoft Teams as in recent months.

All members are welcome to attend.

Please use this link to below if you 
would like to attend.

JOIN MEETING HERE

the system to 
book courses for 
either live webinars 
or classroom-based 
training (when 
available). Count down for the launch of 
the LMS has begun - keep an eye out for 
further updates.If you have any questions 
please contact membershiptraining@
britishlegion.org.uk

Over the coming weeks, I will be 
developing a plan to introduce face to 
face and virtual training for our branches. 
and members across the county.

If you have any questions, you can contact 
me via the details below.

Anna

07717173531

Gloucestershire.cto@rbl.community

The Membership Training team have 
created an online booking app that 
members must use to book onto 
local virtual or classroom-based 
courses being run in their County. 

Anyone with an rbl.community 
account can use the app or you can 
register on behalf of someone else if 
they do not. You can find it by clicking 
on ‘Training Calendar and Booking 
App’ icon on the MAP homepage 
on 365. If you have any issues with 
the app please contact Membership.
ITSupport@rbl.community

Learning Management System:To 
modernise the Membership Training 
offering, we have procured a LMS 
system which will facilitate the 
delivery of National training content 
through short-videos, pre-recorded 
webinars, and e-learning. Members 
who are currently an official or those 
new to the role will be able to access 

PUBLICITY AND MEDIA 

As the county Publicty and Recruitment Officer, Ian 
Campbell can help you attract new members by helping 
you create a simple publicity strategy and advise you how 
to use social media and the press to your advantage. 

If you are interested in learning more, Ian is 
willing to set up a meeting to discuss your 
requirements.

Gloucestershire.web@rbl.community  
07950104450
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