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HOW MEMBERS HAVE REVITALISED THEIR BRANCHES

THE ALDBURY BRANCH ENGAGING THEIR
COMMUNITY AND RECRUITING NEW
MEMBERS

THE WHITSTABLE BRANCH AND CLUB
INCREASING THEIR MEMBERSHIP DURING
THE PANDEMIC

Throughout its history, there were times when

The Whitstable Branch was formed in 1921 but

the Aldbury Branch faced the threat of closing

in recent years was placed under county

down due to the low number of Members. In

administration struggling to attract new

2018 the Committee adopted a proactive

Members and unable to collaborate effectively

strategy engaging their community and

with the Club. All that changed when in October

promoting the Legion’s work which led to their

2019 a new Club Chairman took over, and a

membership jumping from 19 to 49 Members.

new Branch Committee was elected in March

Having turned things around, the Branch have

2020. Determined to work collaboratively, the

also raised more funds for the Poppy Appeal

Branch and Club Officers have recruited almost

and have won local and national awards.

200 Members during the pandemic.

Read the story >

Read the story >

JOIN OUR VIRTUAL TOWNHALL EVENT TO
LEARN ABOUT OUR WELFARE WORK

FACING LONELINESS TOGETHER VIRTUAL
EVENT ON 23 FEBRUARY, 11AM - 12PM

The Legion is organising a townhall event open

To raise awareness and reduce the stigma of

to all Members to discuss the challenges of

loneliness and social isolation in the Armed

delivering welfare currently and the changing

Forces community, we’ve teamed up with the Jo

environment in which we find ourselves. Join us

Cox Foundation, a non-partisan charitable

on 16th February 2021 between 12.30-

organisation, to invite you to an event that will

14.30pm to hear about the latest developments

explore the subject of loneliness and how it can

from the Director of Operations Antony Baines

be addressed. Amongst the speakers will be

and others. You will also have the opportunity to

Gail Walters, Assistant Director of Operations at

ask your questions during the Q&A session.

the Legion and Johnny Mercer MP.

Register to attend >

Register to attend >

HOW THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
PRESENTS ITSELF IS CHANGING
Our new brand identity has now launched and
the roll out is starting across the organisation –
look out for your new-look newsletter next time.
Una Cleminson, our National Chairman has also
recorded a message on what this exciting
change means for us all. You can access lots of
information and tools on this RBL webpage.
Thank you to those of you who joined our recent
session, ‘Introducing: How the Royal British
Legion presents itself’. For those who couldn’t
make it, you can watch the recording here.
Thank you for your support.
Visit the members' brand page >

Did you know that...

Congratulations to Members Stephen Leslie

The Legion’s financial support team helped

Weir, David Mark Hanmer, Debbie Langford

Army veteran Emmanuel Akor, who after being

and Sheila Anne Bower who were included in

medically discharged in 2019 needed help

the New Year Honours 2021 list for supporting

claiming disability benefits for his 5 year old

the Legion and the Armed Forces community.

son Chizzy who has acute Autism.

FREE WILL WRITING SERVICE OFFER
As a valued Member, if you wish to write or
update your will, you can take advantage of the
Legion’s Free Will offer by visiting our partner
Farewill and using the code RBL-Member, to
complete your will for free. There is no
obligation to include a gift to the Legion,
although we are grateful to anyone who
chooses to do so. After using our service, you’ll
enjoy the peace of mind of knowing that your
loved ones are cared for and your wishes
accommodated.
Find out more >

TELLING OUR STORY SPREAD THE WORD

CALLING ALL GOLFERS

We’d like to ask Members to encourage

Are you aware of the British Legion Golf

everyone in their Branch to share their story for

Programme? We have hundreds of Golf Clubs

our Centenary. Every Member has a story and

taking part each year supporting our fundraising

we need your help to spread the word.

efforts. If you are a member of a Golf Club you

Download our poster to share on social media

can get your club involved and encourage them

or print and display on external noticeboards

to host a tournament to help the Legion’s Poppy

you may have at your Branch/Club. If you’d like

Appeal, when Covid-19 restrictions permit you

us to provide more information for upcoming

to do so. Find out more by clicking the button

meetings you may be holding please email

below or by contacting Peter Smith at

TellingOurStory@britishlegion.org.uk

peter.poppygolf@gmail.com

Get the poster >

Find out more >

Legion events are taking place, following the Covid-19 rules at the time.

TAKE PART IN THE POPPY RIDE 2021

THE POPPY QUEST IS BACK THIS JULY

Join us on 16 May for this year’s Poppy Ride.

The Poppy Quest is a 10k discovery walk that

With 3 different distance options to choose from,

will give you the opportunity to uncover city

there is something for everyone. You’ll enjoy

gems in London as you navigate the route with

cycling through the Staffordshire countryside

a map and a quiz to guide you. Participants will

alongside veterans, with medical and

get a medal, a Poppy Quest t-shirt and enjoy a

mechanical support at hand throughout the ride.

great day exploring. Registration for adults costs

Don’t miss the early bird registration fee of £28.

£16 while children can enter for free. The

All the funds you raise will help us to support the

money raised is used to help those we support

Armed Forces community.

live safe, secure and fulfilling lives.

Find out more and sign up >

Find out more and sign up >

Going back in time
From the Royal British Legion Magazine June, 1927
Photo of the Disabled Sailors' and Solders' Workshops in Bournemouth. These workshops were
founded by Miss Smith (second to the right door), who started with two Belgian disabled ex-Service
men in November 1914. From this venture has grown a flourishing business.

This month's poll
As we're celebrating the Legion's centenary, which of the following is important to ensure
the longevity of your Branch?
1. Recruit more Members
2. Have more Members volunteering and taking a more active role
3. Increase visibility of the Branch's work locally
4. The Branch becoming more involved in local initiatives or events
5. Raise more funds
6. Other

Take part in the poll >

Last month's poll
2020 was a difficult year, but the Membership and Armed Forces community adapted to the
circumstances and commemorated key anniversaries, raised funds and looked after one another.
Which of the following are your most memorable moments from last year?
373 Participants

1. Branches and the Nation commemorating VE Day, VJ Day
and other anniversaries with virtual or physical events - 48.79%
2. People supporting the Poppy Appeal and finding innovative
ways to raise funds - 45.84%
3. The community coming together to take care of those most
vulnerable - 41.55%
4. Members’ resilience and willingness to adapt to the current
circumstances - 33.24%
5. Armed Forces supporting the national response to the
pandemic - 60.05%
6. Other - 8.04%

ENCOURAGE OTHERS TO JOIN
Our members play a vital role in ensuring that The Royal British Legion can continue to
provide support to the Armed Forces community as well as upholding the importance of
Remembrance. Share this email with others you think might be interested in Legion
membership.
Join now!

If you have any questions about the e-newsletter, please don’t hesitate to contact me. If you have
questions about your membership card or want to change your home or email address please
contact our Membership Services team MembershipServices@britishlegion.org.uk
Best wishes,
Dimitra Nikolakopoulou
Membership Communications Officer
membershipcomms@britishlegion.org.uk

FOLLOW THE LEGION

QUICK LINKS

CONTACT US

Membership

The Royal British Legion, 199 Borough High St
London SE1 1AA.

Get support
Poppy Shop

membershipcomms@britishlegion.org.uk
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