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Welcome from the County Chairman!
I hope that this newsletter finds 
you well. Sadly in March we said 
goodbye to Emma Shepherd 
(Membership Support Officer).

Personally, I would like to thank 
Emma for all her hard work over 
the last few years. I enjoyed working 
with her and will miss her but wish 
her luck in her new career. I had a 
card made with all the messages that 
your Branches sent to me and with 
the donations received I purchased a 
beautiful bunch of flowers, a day Gin 
tasting and a trip to a brewery, both 
of which I know Emma will enjoy.

Kate and Andy will be looking after 
the County for now and will 
help in any way they can, 
their email is included in the 
newsletter.

Congratulations to Gary Mills 
who has been re-elected to the 
Membership Council for a further 
three years.

Also, congratulations to Bob 
Perkins and Kay Scase for receiving 
Centenary Awards,  I’m sure 
the whole county 
will agree that 
these are very well 
deserved!

Our plans for 
ANZAC (Australian 
and New Zealand 
Army Corps) Day 
are underway.  We will 
be having a small event that must 
sadly be invite only to keep within 
Government guidelines.  Those 
invited will be hearing from me soon.  
For the Centenary Celebrations 

in May we are not planning a large 
event yet, but anything that you do, 
if you send us pictures and info, we 
will publish on Facebook and our 
website. We will celebrate later in 
the year when we can gather safely.

Hopefully we will be able 
to get back to face to face 
events soon. Once we do 
please keep me informed 
and we will promote any 
events you are having 
in this newsletter.  I still 
plann on meeting all 
branches during my 

term as Chairman, I am a 
bit behind due to the lockdown, but 
I am happy to attend your virtual 
meetings in the meantime.

Stay safe.
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County Chairman, Jackie Robertson with James Luke.



RAF BIRTHDAY

This day marks the 103rd year since the 
Royal Air Force was established after 
emalgimating the Royal Flying Corps and 
the Royal Naval Air Service in 1918.

20 May 2021

7pm

Microsoft Teams

    

BRANCH FINANCES    

To all branches - just an early reminder that 
accounts will be due in  by the 30th of September: 
our year ends on the 30th June so please ensure 
that you are starting to gather all the information 
you will need.
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Farewell from your MSO
As I write this, it is the 23rd of 
March 2021, a day for reflection; 
one year since the start of the 
UK lockdown, and my final day 
working with the Royal British 
Legion.

Today I received an unexpected 
delivery, some beautiful roses, 
and two experience gifts, a beer 
themed one and a gin themed one, 

(someone knows me very well!), and a card with some 
wonderful messages from so many of you.  Thank you so very 
much.

My time as MSO has not been easy, but I have learnt a great 
deal. I know many of you will have disagreed with decisions I 
have passed on or made in my time. Some of you, I know don’t 
agree with my methods and the way I have chosen to do things, 
but I hope deep down you all know at the heart of everything I 

have done or said I have always believed I have had the interest’s 
of the membership at the front and centre of everything I chose 
to do. I have not always stood up for myself, but I have always 
stood up for the membership and for what I believe is the right 
thing.

Going forward Andy and Kate will do their best for you, this will 
not be an easy task for them, but I know that you will help them 
and yourselves to make it as smooth an operation as possible. 
Gloucestershire is lucky to have a strong and vibrant County 
Committee, ready and waiting to help and guide as you need it. 
Please use the list I sent out in my final newsletter to help you.

Thank you for welcoming me into the RBL family, and thank you 
for your kind words and good wishes as I take this terrifying leap 
into the unknown, I hope to see you all soon once we are all 
allowed to participate in events again. 

Take care and stay safe. Emma

NEWENT 
REMEMBERS 
The Newent and District Branch 
of The Royal British Legion joined 
St. Mary’s Church in Newent in 
supporting the National Day of 
Reflection on 23 March, (the first 
anniversary of the UK lockdown), 
in commemorating the tragic loss 
of life during the pandemic and to 
stand together with everyone who is 
grieving.

The day consisted of: a minute’s silence 
at 12.00 noon, planting a seed, bulb, or 
bush as a sign of hope and tying Yellow 
Ribbons on St. Mary’s churchyard 
railings as a sign of prayer and support 
for all who are bereaved, remembering 
those we have lost over the year 
wherever they were. (These ribbons 
will stay in place until after Easter).

At  8.00pm ‘candles and lanterns in 
windows and on doorsteps were lit, 
this small act was celebrated by a large 
number of people throughout Newent. 
The Candle and Prayers from St. 
Mary’s was also recorded on Youtube.

In Partnership with Newent Town 
Council, the branch planted a 
Peace tree by Newent Lake to 
commemorate VE Day and VJ Day 
75th Anniversary.

Due to the on-going pandemic, they 
were unable to hold the planned 
commemoration service However, 2 
small, socially distanced outdoor events 
did take place. Once the pandemic has 
subsided and Government Restrictions 
allow our Branch Padre will be 
conducting a service and blessing to 
mark the planting of this tree. 
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Pictured: The Chairman and his wife in their 
“Union” rig joining in the music thanks to Des 
and Carol Cox

This coming October, Fiona Greaves 
from the Longhope and District branch 
will be running in the London Marathon. 
again!  ‘‘I know it may look like I just 
enjoy marathons; I have done five, what 
many people don’t know is that two 
weeks before my last London Marathon 
(2016), I had a mini Stroke, caused by 
a congenital heart condition. I ran the 
marathon anyway, at a steady pace, as so 
many people had sponsored me and the 
Royal British Legion means so much to 
me. I haven’t really had the confidence 
to run since, not alone, or in a way that 
challenges me physically, mentally or 
emotionally.  I lost confidence in running 
and in myself. 

This will be Finoa’s last marathon.

Support Fiona by donating here

It seems an 
eternity since
Boris announced the first 
lockdown away back in 
March 2020 and there 
cannot be a soul throughout 
the Realm that has not been 
affected by all the restrictions 
that have been put upon us 
since then.  The luckiest chap 
must be the solitary English 
cricket supporter who 
decided to stay in Sri Lanka 
and wait for the Test Match to 
come to him!

For those of us in the beautiful 
little market Town that is 
Nailsworth, life has continued 
to move at a slightly slower 
pace – but I’m not sure if that  

is due to lockdown or 
age!  In the time since the 
first hibernation we have 
managed, like many others, 
to commemorate VJ Day, 
VE Day and Armistice Day.  

And thanks to a very 
kind member of the 
Cheltenham Branch, 
whose knowledge 
of the Membership 
Administration Portal 
is far better than mine, 
I have now found 
out that our local 
Branch was formed 
on 5 August 1921 thus 
making us a Centenary 
Branch – one I believe 
of only 5 in the County!

To read Nailsworth’s full 
story please visit our 
website - click here

IT WAS ALL ROSY THAT SUMMER   
A personal memory of time served in the Gulf, shared by Gloucester City 
member Mark Paveley.

A BIT OF A JOKE

My husband purchased a 
world map and then gave 
me a dart and said, “Throw 
this and wherever it lands—
that’s where I’m taking you 
when this pandemic ends.” 

Turns out, we’re spending 
two weeks behind the fridge.

If you have a joke, or perhaps a 
funny story from a one of your 
virtual meetings, please let us 
know. We all need a laugh right 
now!

Around 22-24 Feb 91 MLRS (Multi Launch 
Rocket System) started with what 
seemed a downpour of munitions 
into occupied Iraq, that and the 
cluster bombs being dropped made 
for a sight one can never forget, 
we could see the bright bursts in 
thedistance. This was when the 
coalition ships were also sending 
hundreds of tonnes of missiles at 
the enemy, the War was properly 
on. You see this sort of thing in films, 
experiencing it is simply strange, a 
strange sense of detachment from 
the reality of what your eyes are 
seeing and your brain is processing. 
The order came, we were off, fully kitted in 
NBC suits with respirators at the ready

we trundled through the breach on 24 Feb 91, a 
path having been cleared through the minefields 
before us, carefully following the markers laid 

out.  We could hear other vehicles causing 
anti-personnel mines to 
explode resulting in donning 
out respirators and rapidly 
blowing the stale air out as 
taught. The 9 second rule 
became 4 or 5 in practise, 
amazing how you react 
knowing chemical munitions 
had been laid and used by the 
enemy!

We arrived at our first 
location in Iraq and started to 
set up whilst digging in again, 
very rapidly we packed up 
and moved...

To read Mark’s full account please visit 
our website - click here

ANZAC DAY

The virtaul service will be live on our Facebook 
account and on YouTube. We will share the link on 
our social accounts and website a couple of days 
before so that you can join us on the day.

RBL ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Once again, the Annual Conference is having 
to be held virtually. Anyone can attend the 
conference as a visitor. Delegates of branches 
should have already registered.

To register as a visitor, please click here

Farewell from your MSO

A YEAR IN LOCKDOWN 

Fiona runs for the 
RBL!
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https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/london2021fionarbl?fbclid=IwAR3sQBe0zMWharm9kOoVQr6AfL8hxIsyCcYWYteN9GZ_CvsaXCfSAdNX_cA
http://counties.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/gloucestershire/news-events/nailsworth-a-year-in-lockdown
http://counties.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/gloucestershire/news-events/the-gulf-war-a-personal-memory
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/things-to-do/membership/our-members/annual-conference/visitors


News from our Community 
Fundraising team

GOT A STORY?
The county committee, along with 

the Membership Support Officers are 
trying to reach out to branches, clubs 
and members, to improve the way we 

communicate. This newsletter is just 
one of those ways.

Please help us by sending through any 
stories you may have or information  
and best practice you would like to 

share with others.

This newsletter will be emailed out, 
placed on our website and sent via 

social media.

Please contact Kate or Andy with any 
content -    

gloucestershiremso@britishlegion.org.uk

We would like to thank everyone 
for their hard work and resilience 
during such challenging times. The 
community has come together 
with such strength and we are so 
grateful for your support. We are 
currently working on processing 
the Statement of Accounts from 
the Poppy Appeal and focusing 
our efforts on recruiting new 
volunteers.

With the latest government 
announcement and restrictions 
planned to ease during the 
summer, we are excited to start 
planning fundraisers and events to 
celebrate the 100th Birthday of the 
Legion, as well as a Poppy Appeal 
to remember this November. We 
have started our planning and 

preparation for   
Bristol Poppy Day 
which will be on the 
9th November 2021. We have got 
lots of opportunities available for 
volunteering on the day so if you 
would like to get involved please email                                          
edenton@britishlegion.org.uk or 
wholt@britishlegion.org.uk

Please note that Esther is transfering 
to South West London, therefore their 
will be a vacancy to fill for her post.

We wish her well in her new location.

gloucestershiremso@britishlegion.org.uk                          
www.counties.britishlegion.co.uk/counties/gloucestershire RBLGlos

Clubs Liaison Officer - Chris Boskett

Training Officer - Anna Acott

Community Support Reporting Officer - Kay Scase

Youth Officer - James Brimble

Parade Marshal - Carole Hoban (non voting)

Standard Bearer - Bob Perkins

Committee Member - Kate Reynolds

Committee Member - Allen Warren

Click here for contact details.

SOUTH GLOS ARMED FORCES DAY 

How can you get involved?
• March in the parade
• Advertise in the booklet
• Have a stand

email SouthGlosAFD@outlook.com

County Committee (2021-2022)

President - Gp Capt (rtd) Anny Reid OBE ARRC (non voting)

Life Vice-President - Norman Low (non voting)

Chairman - Jackie Robertson

Vice-Chairman - John Moloney

Secretariat - Ian Harrison (non voting)

Independent Examiner - Charles Tippet (non voting)

Treasurer - James Brimble

Recruitment & Publicity - Ian Campbell

Poppy Appeal Co-ordinator - Anna Acott
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