Percival Frederick Hardy

5780467 Private, 7™ Battalion Royal Norfolk Regiment
He died on 13" November 1940 at Grimsby & District Hospital, aged 28

Percival is buried at Grimsby (Scartho Road) Cemetery, Lincolnshire. The cemetery
contains 258 WW?2 burials, as well as 281 from WW1

Percival Hardy was another of our Harleston Heroes who came from elsewhere to live in Harleston
and have their life memorialised in Broad Street. He was actually born in 1912 in Attleborough to
Frederick and Ada Hardy; Frederick was a wheelwright, a job that is almost extinct today but, in a
time when farm vehicles, indeed most vehicles, were mounted on metal rimmed wood wheels, a job
essential to keep the rural economy running. The work often also embraced the making of the
wagon that sat atop of the wheels!

Percival’s father, Frederick Hardy, was the third of four boys, with a sister, Eleanor, between the two
older sons and the two younger ones; their father was a middle size farmer, Charles Hardy, who
had 77 acres, Nr the Fen, Great Buckingham in 1881 And, guess what, both of his parents had been
born in places other than Great Buckingham! Charles had come from Ellingham and, unusually in
those days, was one of only two sons of a chap with the splendid name of Peregrine Hardy. T

In the way of the time, Charles’ father,
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Norfolk Chronicle
18 May 1776

The two lads, Charles and Peregrine, remained close all their lives; Uncle Charles had previously
stepped in on Peregrine Jnr's behalf when the irritating little herbert wound a labourer up to the point
of assault in 1887; William Day was hauled off to court charged with assaulting the little darling.
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William Day
having assaulted Peregrine

£1.

Bamgey WAW SWASILYy GRATE UTINIISWE, BODU UD LELCLuerse
WILBY.—Faal Accrdent.~On Wedoesdsy o
last week Mr. Charles Hardy, fermer,in 1hy
village, bad been aitending 10 bis harvest gjers.
tious io a distan! part of his farm oo Uld Bucken.
bam side, sud about three p.m. be returned home.
wards with his pouy end eart. His man Johg
Day, rode with bim. There 1s 8 meadow t; crog
whea leaving the highway to reach Mr Hardy's
farm bouse, and the geteway stands back afow
' yarda from the ruadside, the fonce carving sharply
imwards to the posts. The highway there 1y 8
parrow windiug one, and the eotrance for veli:ies
somewhat cramped. Jobn Day and his wife agd
| family of little ones live ia & cottage, which 1a alwo
approsched by meaovs of the roadway through the
meadow. At the time when Mr. Hardy drove up
to the gateway, Mre. Day was also thers with her
little boy, snd ehe opeued the gate b readivess for
ber master’s horse and cart Lo pass through. As
she awuug Lhe gate inwards bor child stuod back on
| the grasa ot the opposite side, Mr. Hardy bad o
| tura the pony to the right when entenug; and Mrs.
| Day beld the gste bsok 10 the meado® ou the same
wide. Just asthe pony turned it shiod at g Mrs
| Lovedsy, who happened to be walking 10 the roed
towards the spot. For a moment Mr. Hardy lust
| bis control over the avimal, and the sudden plunge
brought the wheel close to the bank and gate-p at
on the driving eside; a quiok puil at the !
rein averted s ocollision with the pust, bat at
the same time the pony shot abead through
the gateway to where the child stood. 1ue
poor little feilow was of course moabie to dar
out of the way, snd beivg belpless, be was struck
down, and the wheel sed over his body bel re
| his father's sud mother's eyes. The pouvy wae
soon pulled up, and the little sufferer was takeg
bome. Dr. Wileon qaickly attended from Kenning-
ball, but he found thst intersal injuries wou!d (o
| avitably prove fatal, and the ebild died shortly after
| An inqnest was held at Mr. Hardy's resmidence oe
| Friday evening by Joseph Sianley, Eaq . Coroner
| Evidence waa given by several witnesses of the
sad occarresoe, and a werdict of * Ajadectal
| dosth " was retarned,

of Banham, labourer, was ch
the information of Charles Hardy

Hardy, aged
Banham, on the 15th October, snd’wu

arged upon
of Wilby, farmer, ;’ioth
nine years, at
fined with costs

Norfolk News
22 Oct 1887

It may have been purely co-incidence, Day is a
common enough name, but 2 years previously, the
son of a John Day had been killed in a farmyard
accident. John Day and his employer, Charles Hardy,
were returning to the farmhouse in a pony drawn cart,
being watched by Day’s wife and a number of
children. Unfortunately, a sudden move by another
woman caused the pony to shy violently, to regain
control of the creature, Hardy turned it in through the
gate where the woman and children were. 3 years old
Frederick Day was knocked over and then run over by
the cart in front of his parents eyes. He died shortly
after; accidental death. Charles was to become a
stalwart of the village of Wilby (or at least until he had
to move farms again) and in 1889 was both the
Churchwarden and the Parish Constable.

Norfolk News
26 Sep 1885

Further cementing the links between the brothers,
Uncle Peregrine signed as the witness to the marriage
of Charles’ middle daughter and only child to the son
of the landlord of the Attleborough Railway Hotel in
1899. This was only a brief foray into pub work,
although Eleanor’s new father in law, William Self, had
been the son of a pub landlord, William was actually a
farmer in Gt Ellingham having started as a cattle
dealer. He basically took the pub over from his father

but after only 3 years returned to farming, with his own son, Eleanor nee Hardy’s new husband,
now in charge of the pub. Further links between the Selfs and the Hardys appeared when Charles
Hardy and William Self were, along with another few people holding rights on Carleton Rode
Common, fined 5s per creature for allowing horses to roam on the Highway.



Norwich Mercury
29 May 1847

Until we get to Charles’ younger children this was a fmily

deeply involved in farming and livestock.

grandfather of Frederick, father of Charles and great-
grandfather of our Harleston Hero Percival, also claimed to
be a farmer but way back in 1851, with only 9 acres, he was
really more of a small holder! It appears he had been given
notice to quit when his rented farm was sold out from under
him in 1847; he must have been a good tenant as the new
owners let him renew — a precarious position being a tenant

farmer in Victorian times!

By 1861 Peregrine had doubled his holding to 18 acres, and
10 years after that he had 84 acres and was employing 2
men and 2 boys including his unmarried son Charles.
Charles’ mother, Martha, died in 1885 leaving poor old
Peregrine to struggle on which he did with the aid of a

housekeeper, keeping going until late 1891

Little Ellingham,
Within a Short Distance of several Good Corn
Marhkets, and of the Attleburgh Station of the
Norfolk Railway, by which large quantities of
Live Stoek, Corn, and other A 'mllylfdl Pro.
duce are daily sent, safely qand’expeditiously, to
all parts of the Kingdom.

TG BE SOLD BY AUCTION,

By Mr. John Ealon,
At the Cock Inn, Attleburgh, on Thursday, the 10th
day of June, 1847, at Six o'clock in the evening, in
One Lo,

79

Peregrine,

A DESIRABLE

Small Freehold Farm,

Situate at Little Ellinghan,
OMPRISING a Farm-house, Bsm, and other
Buildiogs, Garden, Orchard, and 9a. 3r.13p
(more or less) of superior Arable Land, now in the
oocupation of Mr. Peregrine Hardy, who has bad
notice to quit at Michaelmas. |

Thereis a Good Vein of Brick Earth on the

P T & -9 -5

Land.
OUTGOINGS :—
£ 8 d
Land.tax : A 09 9
Apportioned Rent Charge in
\teu of Tithes . 316

For further particulars apply to Mr. Charles
Cockell, Solicitor, or to the Auctioneer, Attle-
burgh. (2650

“Uy an elderly Man.
Age about years.—Appl
Attleborough.

Norfolk News,

y, P, | 5May 1888
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35 black-Taced WELDErs IFOW LU LJUKD Ui \Ismiwuas,
. 6d. :
37;Gg half-breds from HS.SL G.Lill;ngn. Bridgham, 60 at
6d., 4. at 33s. 6d.
‘383'0' sod?:tg&n%m Mr. G. T. Clarke, Mundford,

' 1.
372.2sditto from Mr. H. Rix, Eccles, 40 at 41s,, 22 at

. sd' é
3537 ditto from Hrsdf. Osborne, East Harling, 80 at
. 6d., 17 at 289s. g
3654 ditto 1mm3g.r. A. Goodchild, Bressingham, 60 at
6d., 34 at
3% ditto from Mr. J. Rayner, Rockland, 36s. 6.
99 ditto from Mr. Peregrine Huardy, Snetterton;

s 542 8d.. 40 ut 30e. 6d.
5040 ditto from the Duke of Grafton ; 50 at 3%s. 6d.,

6s. 6d. ;
soﬁtoiiim from Mr. M. T. Wales, Great Cressing-
bam ; 60 at 38s. 6d., 60 at 35s. 6d.
200 ditto fmsl{r. Porter, Feltwell ; 100 at 40s. 6d.,
t 39s., 50 at 37s.
wl:)ﬂ ditto from Mr. E, J. Smith, Bunwell, 41s. 6d.
104 dimfrsosl: Mr. M. Joyce, Old Buckenham; 90
14 at
“bst;' '&iuo from Mr. P, Eagling, Caston, at 43s. 6d.

47 ditte from Mr, C. Bullen, Hockham, at 45s.
59 ditto from Mr, A. Carrier, Stud Farm, Merton, at

”:'56%&.: from Mr. Downes, jun., Great Ellingbam, |
[
“zssfﬁ'm from Mr. James Knights, East Harling, at|

Charles Hardy’s brother Peregrine Snr came to a
sudden and unnecessary end in 1906. Having
harnessed a young horse to a wagon to help with
the harvest he decided to sit upon the horse who,
having not previously been ridden, objected
violently. Peregrine Snr managed to stay aboard
by grabbing the front part of the cart but as the
runaway horse shot through a gateway, the wheel
hob hit the gatepost and the jerk through Peregrine
to the ground, causing his death. Then as now
farms were dangerous places.

Norfolk News
8 Apr 1899

Unfortunately, a legacy of £135 from his father’s
estate inspired Peregrine Snr’s son, Peregrine Jnr
to change from his career of colt breaking to
farming. He proved not to have the family instincts
or abilities and went broke within 4 years, in spite
of support from his Uncle Charles Hardy. Mind you

when his father sold 100 half bred sheep in 1899, he only received very middling prices for his stock,
10 to 20 % less than most of the rest of the sellers



| am afraid to say that, as an adult, Charles’ own son, (Arthur) Peregrine got himself arrested for
being drunk (in 1896) and along with his other farming brother also caused a huge ruckus by not
telling one of his father’s neighbours that he had gone to keep an eye on his father’s animals or
indeed that his name was Hardy. Said neighbour, thinking he was defending Charles’ flock from a

— 1 sStranger, wound up in court

Farms to Let. convicted of assaulting Peregrine.
OLD BUCKENHAM. . Nominal fine and a set of

MOST Desirable SMALL FARM, with Excellent unimpressed magistrates!
House and Premises, and about 100 Acres of Norfolk News
Anbl: and Pasture Land, as oecupied by Mr. C.| Aug 1896

There seems to be a streak of impetuousness that comes with the name Peregrine!

By 1891 the footloose family had moved on to Wilby; by 1896, Charles was back in Old Buckenham
and that is where he appeared in the 1901 census with his 17 years old son actually in his household,
Hall Farm and his 36-year-old son next door! Hall Farm was a very nice place — the sale details of
1901 reveal it to consisted of 250 acres and four labourer’s cottages in addition to the farmhouse
complete with tennis court!

Large farm as it was, there appear to have been times when it still struggled, Charles gave his
labourers a weeks’ notice in late 1900 that he would be dropping wages from 13s to 12s; one of the
labourers stomped off in disgust leaving Hardy to arrange a replacement for him. The incident wound
up in court when Hardy sued his former employee for the 5s he reckoned this had cost him. By this
time the former employee was regretting his actions, was happy to come back to work and must
have been a good worker as Hardy was ready to both then drop the case and re-employ him.

Eastern Daily Press

OLD BUCKENHAM, NORFOLK. 24 Jun 1901

About 3 miles from Attleborough G.E.R. BStation
and 7 miles from Wymondham Junction.
A Valuable Tithe-Free and principally FREEHOLD
ESTATE.
To be Sold by Auction by
EBORGE B. AND S, at the Roynl Hotel,
G Norwich, on SATURDAY, 6rm Juny, 1801, at
T'wo for Three o'clock (by direction of the Trustee of
the lste Mr. Edward Bird), the very Valuable and
Compact OCCUPATION own @s the HALL
FARM, exceedingly well situste in Old Bucksubawm,
ing & Ca;

Then, as now, farming was a profession fraught with
unexpected risks, in 1910 a Hay Stack of Charles’
was burnt down by an arsonist on his way back from
the pub and so drunk that the next day he woke up to
find himself in the closet, theft of livestock was a
constant issue, the Hardys also had fleeces stolen

R LT

Laboarsrs’ snd Comvemient Of-Fama |, from them. We mentioned above the tragic incident in
altogether abou which a toddler was killed, another bizarre accident,
230 ACRES

|
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i
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this time causing the death of a valuable colt occurred
mew | jn 1894. A lad was put to cutting thistles with a scythe
T Years, expiring lith October, 1804), atthe | in a field full of colts, lad got distracted by the arrival
"1'«'3’:1&: Arable and Pasture Lands, of which || Of another chap in a tumbril drawn by a horse and laid
thers is & vary fair proportion, are o rads The |\ Nis scythe down. Most of the colts also came to

i Presnises are weil in the cantre of i i i
TP e i g '+ s Valile St | nateat) managed t sep o ne
: eipally Preehold and Tithe Free. ( ’ 9 P

Further Parti with Pians and Conditions of scythe the young man had laid down. One of the colts
Bale, of the Aactioneer, Wells-pext-the-Boa; orofthe | i1y jed to death in the field, the other hung on

_ | Vendor's Solicitors, Messrs.J. Wilson, G : :
Norwich. : - for a while after — eventual fate of this second
valuable creature unknown.
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Even when things were going smoothly on the farm, there was always the risks associated with
sharing your household with people who weren’t members of your family; in Victorian times this
usually meant servants. This was a time when ready-made clothes (except second had ones) were



a bit of a rarity and people used to buy lengths of fabrics to be made up, either by themselves using
a sewing machine or by a local seamstress. In 1889, Charles Hardy’s’ wife, Jane, reported that a
number of smaller items had gone missing. Ann Wilby, house servant was accused of stealing 15
yards of dress material, some cotton print, 3 yards of towelling and, very exotically, 2 ostrich
feathers. Ann Wilby’s ‘box’ (a small trunk that servant used to keep their personal items in) was
searched but nothing was found. However, the local police keep their ear to the ground and local
residents love to gossip; the next day they visited the Marjoram household. Herbert Marjoram, one
of the sons of the house was courting Ann and it transpired that Ann had made gifts of, not only the
fabric, but of a few other items she had filched, to the family. Since these ‘gifts’ resulted not only in
the mother being called to give evidence but Herbert being charged with receiving stolen goods, |
think this ploy may well have backfired! Ann’s former employer, Mrs Jane Hardy, spoke kindly about
Ann so she was given the relatively light sentence of 21 days; this was a time when theft by servants
was an anathema.

A successful tenant farmer would tend to stay in the same place and slowly improve the land they
were renting, less successful ones would tend to hop from one farm to another, really successful
ones would hop from a smaller farm to a larger one! The 12-year lease on the 250-acre farm ran
out in 1904, a court case in that year when a Mr Girling, the new tenant to this farm was coming in
gives some idea of the upheaval that changing farms created with crops to be dressed and animals
to be disposed of. in 1905 Charles was on a much smaller farm of 60 acres and then in 1907, after
years of tenanted farms, Charles finally bought a small farm of his own, just over 11 acres, in Old
Buckingham.

Norfolk News

5 Nov 1904
Norfolk News
31 Aug 1907

TUTTS UUNRITE SRS

Old Buckenham, small freehold holding, com-
prising dwelling-house, garden, orchar agni
cultural buildings, with eeveral e res ©
mixed eoil arable and pasture land, embracin
an area of 1la. 1r. 24p., in the occupation g‘
Mr. James Shardelow, at an annual rental
£30 per annum. r. Charles Hardy, OM
Buckenham. £310. Messrs. Foster, Calvert, &
Marriott, Norwich, were the vendor’s solicitors.

In the case of Charles Hardy’s sons, whist the older
two worked with their father, | suspect that as the third
son, there was less scope for Frederick on his father’'s
farm, instead he became a carpenter. Alternatively,
there may have been more money about in later years
and less need to put the younger lads straight onto
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A CORN TRANSACTION.

. v. Girling.—This was an action brought
hyn;;(r’,’ Charles ‘lmdy_. farmer, of Carleton
Rode, againet Mr. R
landowner, Old Buckenham, to recover the sum
of 247 10s.. the selling price of 100 coombs of
old oats at 9s. 6d. Plaintiff stated that whilst
the oats were being threshed defendant agreed
to take 100 coombs of them at the price Hardy
made of the remainder, which was 9s. 6d. a
coomb. The oats, by Mr. Girling’s instructions,
were left at the end of the barn at Old Bucken-
ham. Mr. Girling said he went to the machine
whilst the oats were being threshed, and re-
marked to plaintifi’s son that the oats were very
fall of mbgmh and dirt, and he should not ac-
cept delivery unless they were dressed. as were
the remainder, which were sold to Messrs. Coller
& Sons. He thought there would be five coombs
of dirt taken out of the 100 coombs. Questioned
by hie Honour, defendant said it would cost
about 6e. to dress the cats. Plaintiff sxplained
that as he was the outgoing temant, and Mr.
Girling the incoming tenant, it was Mr
Girling’s place to thresh, dress, and deliver the
corn left on the farm. There would not be any-
thing like five coombs waste. Plaintif’'s son
gave corroborative evidence. His Homour
pointed out that Mr. Girling had not the trouble
of delivering and carting this 100 coombs of ocats,

G. QGirling, farmer and |*

and he undoubtedly secepted delivery of them,

work on the farm. This would enable them to either get therefore he must pay for them. BeJ"e judg- |-
more education or, more likely, be apprenticed to a |mest for the plaintiff for the sum of £47 10s.,

skilled trade. In 1901 Frederick was working as a day
carpenter and lodging at the Railway Inn, Attleborough, then being run by his slightly older sister,
Eleanor, and her husband Leonard Self.

By the time of the 1911 census, Frederick’s younger brother, Robert, aged 27 had been married 4
years and already had three children to show for it. Robert had also optioned for work off the land,
being a marine engineer living in Beccles re-enforcing the idea that the older boys had taken up
what opportunities their father could give the lads on his land, whilst the younger boys pursued other
careers.
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This family was more mobile than many of the time possibly as a result of the necessary moves
from one tenanted farm to another; Frederick John Hardy had moved from Old Buckenham to
Attleborough, whilst his wife Ada Elizabeth nee Balls had come from Streatham! Ada may have been
Streatham born but the two married locally in the Guiltcross area. It is all a bit debateable as to
whether you might call Ada a Norfolk girl or a Londoner — her family were part of the great Victorian
diaspora from the rural areas to cities; for most East Anglians, London was the city of choice. Ada
and 5 of her 6 siblings may have been born in Streatham (the oldest was, like their mother, born in
Farnham Surrey) but her dad, William Balls, had been born in Gissing.

Ada’s father William Balls was also a bit of a footloose fellow, his parents came from Winfarthing but
he and his siblings were born in Gissing. By the time he was 19, William had sort of followed in his
father’s footsteps and was a Farm Servant but down in Kent! | then lose him for a few years until he
turned up in Streatham in 1891 as a 49 years old policeman. He may well have joined the Army
which would explain how he had met his Farnham wife; Aldershot, home of the British Army is just
down the road from Farnham and many ex-service men joined either the railways or the police where
their self-discipline prove an asset. William Balls had, by 1901, retired to Gissing and in sort of
gamekeeper turned poacher career move, was no longer a policeman but was running a pub in
Banham!

By 1911, as mentioned above, Percival’s father Frederick had moved from being a general carpenter
to the more specialised job of wheelwright and the family, the year before Percival’s birth were living
in Attleborough. Frederick just quietly got on with his life, the only time he appeared in the papers
was when he was stopped without a bicycle light! Percival was one more generation removed from
the land which was still providing employment for his cousins and uncles; he wound up in Harleston
as the manager of the International Stores. This we know from a case in 1939 when a barefoot
tramp broke into Stacey’s outfitters and the International stores, all in one night. The burglar,
Pilbeam, stole 4 boxes of matches, 3 boxes of chocolates, a pound of ham he cut off the bone, four
or five jars of lobster paste (fancy!), two jars of meat paste and a fruit cake.

Percy was by then a married man having married young Gertrude Mary Adams in spring 1938; | say
‘young’ Gertrude as she would have been only 18 whilst Percy was then 26. Gertrude was a local
lass, daughter of John Adams and Bessie Keeley. And, oh my goodness me; in 1939 the young
~ couple were living with widowed Bessie in

NEEDHAM- . Crown House, Harleston! Gertrude's

FUNERAL OF MR. JOHN ADAMS. | father had died tragically young in 1929,
Drespite the severe weather the little church | leaving Bessie with Gertrude to raise. John

at Needbam wes crowded with friends and | Adam was a most steady and respectable
parishioners on Tuesday, for the [uneral of chap; at the time of his death he had
the late Mr. John Adams of Herleston, who  worked for Henry Martin, butcher, for 22
died on Saturdav. Mr. Adams, who wos| years. By a slightly odd co-incidence
only 44 i"""r;d(,' n'\\:\\d':ml:: ‘lll\\,\‘\‘:}_::‘ Bessie’s own husband, butcher John
§ Lo O d 4 «ad Ve ’

L):‘M}:],Ti ?x.ul before he was unable to throw | Adams .from Needham, had aIS_o been
it off, He had worked in Harleston for lodging in Crown House but back in 1911.
Mr. Herry Maortm 2s a butcher, for the past | Diss Express

twenty-two years and wis highly resptcted |1 Mar 1929

both in Harleston and Needham. He leaved

a widow and one little daughter.  The Rev. | _
H_ S. Bally, vicar. conducted the servi-e.| Percy and Gertrude had already got their

family underway by the time of the 1939
census with baby Sylvia being born at the start of the year. In spite of this Gertrude put her name
down for the Women’s Land Army, an essential element in the fight to feed a nation beset by
assaults on supply ships. A second child, John, followed in late 1940 and Percy was given special
leave from his regiment to come and meet his second child and first son. Shortly after this leave,



Percy was accidentally killed, leaving his wife with a toddler and a baby to raise. | have no doubt
that her mother, Bessie, having lost her husband when her daughter was still a child would have
sympathised and supported her daughter, widowed even younger and with 2 children to raise.

Diss Express

17 Jan 1941
HARLESTON | Rather meanly Gertrude was one of a number of victims
e e of a one-person crime wave through Harleston
A message of - somratiiY trom the King| delivered by a 15-year-old lad who was working in a

and Queen has been received by Mrs. G. i i .
Herde of hd. Stashic Pace: Hactaion Harleston Furniture shop. This lad managed to steal:

The message follows the death of her hus- . .
band, Pte. Percy F. Hardy who was acci-| £30 of furniture from one lady; a Ration Book; more
dentally killed after he had been on spec . .
ial leave to see his wife and his newly-born | furniture to the value of £1/4/-; a pair of opera glasses
son: from a chap in Pulham Market; 10/- from the widowed
Gertrude along with 3 bedsheets — a precious commodity in the times of rationing. The boy had
climbed into her house through a living room window and roamed freely until he found what he
fancied. There were another 6 charges of larceny and one of embezzlement he asked to be taken
into consideration. Having initially denied the charges, the wayward lad admitted his crimes, said
he was very sorry and that he did not think it would happen again — unfortunately the Magistrates
had been down this route once before with this young man and he was sent off to an Approved

school for three years.

Finally, the war was finished and those men who had survived, a far higher proportion than those
who had left for war during the previous conflict, returned to pick up their lives. One of those men
was Reginald Seaman who had been born in Mendham the same year that Percy had been born
in Attleborough. Before the war he had been working for James Humphrey Jordan at Home Farm
Alburgh but during the war he had been a Driver in the Royal Army Service Corps, Reginald had
been detained in a German Prisoner of War Camp, Stalag XVIIIA and on his return he promptly
married lovely Gertrude and, in early 1948, the couple set up as landlord and land lady of the
Heath House Inn, Weybread.

Widowed Gertrude’s husband and stepfather to
Percy’s children, Reginald Seaman posed in
his uniform and in the PowW Camp.
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'DESTROYED
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BY FIRE

A Centuries Old
Building

davbreak on Thurs
the Heath House Inn , n
centuries old bullding at Weybread
mile from Harleston, was com
letely destroyed by fire, after the
lcensce, Mr, Reginald Seaman, and
his wife and young family of four had
had a miracuous escape

Mr. Seaman was awakened by the

Jus=t
day week,

hefore

ringing of a small battery powered
bell, and on opening his bedroom
| door found that he and the family

| were trapped
| volumies of smoke

|
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in their bedrooms, as
prevented them
from using the stairs to the ground
floor He had to jump to the
ground from a low bedroom window,
and quickly fetched a ladder and
rescued the remainder of his family
The fire apparently started in the
par. Mr Seaman had to cycle to Har
leston to cill the Brigade which
under Section Leader J. W. Keeley
Unfortun
fire pum
falled and another had to be fetch
from Harleston, By this time the
flames had spread rapidly and in
less than five minutes the entire
well timbered house was involved
Bungay and Long Stratton Brigades
were also called, but despite their
combined efforts little was saved,
Mr. and Mrs. Seaman lost all their
rsonal belorgings and were still in
heir pyjamas and coats lent by
neighbours when they told a report.
er that their younﬁmhmn consisted
of a girl aged 10, a v of 3 and twins
two vears old They only took over
the Inn in November last year
District Officer W. Smith (Nor
wich Fire Headquarters) later took
over control. The premises are own-
ed by Messrs Bullard & Sons Ltd,
Norwich. Only the walls and chim-
neys remain,

was served there.

stands although it is over 50 years now since a pint

Diss Express
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Unfortunately, there was a ‘disastrous fire’ shortly after
they took on the tenancy and the couple, Percy and
Gertrude’s two children and Reginald and Gertrude’s 2
years old twins were lucky to escape with their lives. It
seems the fire started n the bar in this ancient timber
building and trapped the family on the 1st floor which was
still low enough for Reginald to jump from the window and
rescue the rest of the family via a ladder. Reginald
cycled to Harleston to call out the fire brigade which ‘

MR. and MRS. REGINALD SEAMAN, of the |
Heath House Inn, Weybread, desire o
thank their many kind friends and neigh- |
bours who came to their assistancd fol-
lowing the recent disastrous hre, and nll;
who have sent messages of nympnlhy’
which they deeply appreciate. I

responded speedily — with a water pump that promptly
failed. By the time another engine was fetched from
Harleston, even with the assistance of the Long Stratton
and Bungay appliances, there was nothing really
remaining of this ancient building except the chimneys
and a few rafters

With true spirit the family decamped to a nearby barn to set
up, initially, their home, then subsequently the temporary
replacement Pub!

Diss Express

15 Oct 1948 Weybread Heath House
The Magistrates granted the appli-
) cation of Messrs. Bullards for the
Bullards did transfer of the licence of Wevbread
actually Heath House to a barn some 30 vards
away. Since the Heath House was
properly dostrnr\;og by fire the barn had been
) converted to provide temporary ac-
rebuild the commodation for the licensee, M:-.
pub, a Reginald Seaman and his family and
enerousl for use as an inn.
g . y Mr. W. O. Carter, who appeared for
proportioned the brewers, said it was hoped to re-
" build the inn as soon as possible
build | . B
uilaing . Qdﬁudwn\tln\s‘r were: Mrs. B. Biddle
which still chairman), Mr. T. M. Scoggin
Mr. R. C. Hayward. Sis nnd‘

Had Percy returned from the war, | imagine he would have continued to climb the career ladder of
the retail trade; maybe he would have been promoted to a larger branch and followed where his
job took him. Even if he had remained in Harleston, his children would have been town children
with all the advantages and disadvantages that entailed. | don’t know how long Gertrude and Reg
stayed in the new Heath House Inn in Weybread but, for a time at least, Percy’s children returned
to their rural roots.



In a bizarre echo of the Warnes family who got done for driving an uninsured tractor on the road
without bands to protect the road from the metal cleats that tractors had in those days rather than
the deeply treaded tyres, Charles grandson, Charles Jnr and his father Joseph Charles got done for
the self-same offence in 1938- there seems to have been a lot of it about! As in the case of the
Warnes family it transpired that the Hardy’s tractor was not insured either. The Hardy’s excuse for
lack of bands was that the cleats had recently been replaced with ones that were larger and the
bands no longer fitted. However, the Hardy’s topped the Warnes as not only was their tractor not
insured, or fitted with bands, it was also not taxed or registered!



