Herbert Arthur Alderton

200525 Sergeant, C Company, 15t Battalion Norfolk Regiment
He was killed in action in France on 23" August 1918, aged 24

Herbert is buried at Adanac Military Cemetery, Miraumont, Somme, France

The Alderton family had moved to Harleston, from
Haverhill, sometime between 1897 and 1901 where
the father, Robert Thomas, had his hairdresser’s
shop to the right of the Feaviour’s bicycle shop in
Broad St. Robert Thomas Alderton had been born,
along with his siblings, in Bury St Edmunds, whilst his
mother and father had both been born in St Ives,
Hunts

Herbert was one of three siblings; in 1911 the oldest,
Verna, was following in his father’s footsteps as a
Hairdresser’'s assistant and was lodging up in
Norwich whilst young Herbert, then 16 and a grocer’s
apprentice was still living with his parents in the Broad St premises. His mother, Mary Ann, was
helping in her husband’s business and his sister lvy May was working in a confectioner’s although,
as it transpired, she was to later become one of the third generation to practice hairdressing — her
grandfather having had his own establishment in Haverhill.
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Herbert attended Harleston Congregational Sunday School, winning third prize in the Boy’s class in
a competition to grow China Asters from seed. Whether his achievement reflected his skills or the
fact that the number of entries was rather small' is debateable! His older brother somewhat trumped
him when Verna won second prize for a model garden in the Harleston Horticultural and Cottagers’s
Society annual exhibition — a substantial event which boasted 59 classes and was held in the
grounds of Caltofts.?
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Verna Percy Alderton also enlisted but was lucky to survive the war, particularly as he had two
dependants. He had married Agnes Eliza Browne in Hartismere in early 1915, sadly 23 years later
the marriage had hit the rocks. This might have been due to the marriage being a rushed affair —

their daughter vy V Alderton was also born in early 1915 — | wonder which came first, the baby or
the marriage!

The subsequent appeal for maintenance, in 1938, indicates that Verna had returned to Harleston

from his sojourn in Norwich as, although he was living in Beccles, his estranged wife’s address was
given as Broad Street3.

The Broad Street address was most likely the salon run by her estranged husband, Kelly’s 1929
directory lists both the father Robert’s general hairdressing salon in the Thoroughfare and his son,
Vernon’s place in Broad Street.

Little lvy herself married to a Derek Prior in 1941, like her mother a war time marriage, she too
remained local. Her and her husband baptised their children Sarah and Oliver in the Depwade
district in mid-1943 and late 1946 respectively. A possible third child was

the Jonathan E Prior born in Ipswich in 1954 — mothers maiden name  pyy ALDERTON

Alderton, not a common combination. Ladics’ Hairdresser
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national necessity at the present time. A slight contrast to the vote of condolences offered the mother
of Mr Noel Hazard, another son of Harleston who had recently died.

It seems the Aldertons were, until the separation of Verna and his wife at least, a close knit family
as at another performance in 1930 (also in aid of the Congregational Church) when lvy’s dance ‘Le
printemps’ was described as being well executed, Verna undertook the cast's make up.® The
previous year he had not only undertaken the make up but had also supplied the wigs!°
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