Given that the 75th anniversary celebrations for VE Day are now all going to be either virtual events or celebrated
in front or back gardens, several of our members will be honouring the day with their own tributes such as the
following from our Deputy Parade Marshall:

“If the weather is fine on 8 May | am going to take a radio out onto the front drive so that | can lower
the (Branch) Standard at the beginning of the Silence. 1 will try to remember to get my wife to take a
photograph. Locally, the suggestion is that we all take a picnic out on our front drives during the
afternoon and that we all decorate our houses in red, white and blue. | am not sure how many will
join in but it will give something other than the virus to focus on."

Or from another of our members:

“Vm hoping on Friday to play the last post in my garden where | have a flag pole with my regiments
colours flying.”

If anyone else is intending to commemorate or would like to support/join in this type of activity ........
please do, but if you do and can manage it please take some photographs and send to me, with a brief
description, | will then collate them and show how the local residents of Newent & District support our
armed forces. The Royal British Legion will now be looking to hold a joint commemoration for both VE-
Day and VJ-Day sometime in August, Coronavirus permitting etc. and would love to see as many people
get involved as possible.

The following is an account of VE-Day as happened in Newent 75 years ago, this was very kindly put
together by Dood Pearce a member of the Newent local History Society:

VE Day in Newent

May 7th marks the 75th Anniversary of V E Day, at the end of World War Il. What was happening in
the weeks surrounding the end of the war and what celebrations took place in Newent.

As the end of the war was in sight the Evacuee Rest Centre was closed down on 19th March as it was
no longer required. However, the war was still going on and a concert was held on April 12th in St
Mary’s Church in aid of the Red Cross Prisoners of War Parcels Fund.

The surrender of Germany was announced by the Prime Minister at 3-00pm on Tuesday May 8th
1945. Within a very short time the bells of St Mary’s Church rang out and continued for the rest of the
afternoon. Flags and streamers began to appear on every street in the town.

A special service of thanksgiving was held in St Mary’s Church at 6-30pm and again at 8-00pm, and
repeated the next day at 11-00am. In compliance with the King’s wishes the following Sunday was
observed as a National Day of Thanksgiving.

On the Sunday afternoon a procession assembled at the Grammar School (now the Community
Centre) under the direction of Major Moore MC, and was led by the Police, and the Gloucester Park
St. Mission Band. The Parade included HM Forces, US Forces, Army cadets, British Legion, Rescue and
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Demolition Squad, Girl Guides, and other youth organisations. The procession proceeded to St Mary’s
Church where every seat was taken. The Parade reassembled after the service and was dismissed in
the Market Square, where the band played a most enjoyable musical programme.

There had been little time to prepare any official civic festivities so Dr Johnstone threw open the
grounds of the Holts (where the Health Centre is now) for the entertainment of the community.
Treats were arranged for the children in several parts of the Parish. Under the auspices of the Church
Council a Victory Party was held on the Rectory Lawn to celebrate the safe return of Prisoners of War
who included; Frank Day, Arthur Lodge, Ivor Markey, J Baker, H Oliver, and Norman Smith.

On July 1st the Civil Defence held their last Parade. They assembled at the Grammar School and
marched through the town. In December the Newent RDC presented an llluminated Manuscript to
Mr F G Knight who had been Chief Warden of the ARP throughout the War. Knight’s Way is named
after him.

Newent Home Guard in 1945
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During the war a fund was started to build the Memorial Hall, but this took a long time and the
building was not finally opened until 1954.

There were many stories of heroism and tragedy coming to light at the time. Some of happiness and
some of sadness. Mr Michael Beaman had been involved in the D-Day landings and was awarded the
Military Cross. At the end of the war he landed at Kemble and then had to find his own way home.
Despite wearing his medals no-one offered him a lift and he had to walk over 8 miles.

Despite the celebrations we were still at war with the Japanese so the struggle was not yet over, and
whilst we should celebrate the anniversary of the end of the war in Europe we should also remember
those who did not come back.

G F C Baker J Graham W Phillips

C Barber G Hartland L H M Reece
F J Beachus D L Hudson P J N Russell
J Buckland D O Jones L M Smith

R B Burroughs J Lane D A Williams
O J Day F W Locke L S Williams
T F Day CJ Lodge F Ballinger
W F Day H D Matthews

T H Gibson E J R Morris

With everything that is currently going on in the world | wish for everyone to stay safe and look after
yourselves.

Regards

Richard Balding

Chairman,

Newent & District Branch,

The Royal British Legion.
newent.chairman@rbl.community

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn
At the going down of the sun and in the morning

We will remember them

For the Fallen by Laurence Binyon

Shoulder to shoulder with all who serve
Registered Charity: The Royal British Legion, Haig House, 199 Borough High Street, London SE1 1AA
Registered Charity Number: 219279


mailto:newent.chairman@rbl.community

