GERALD STANLEY BROWNE (27/12/18 - 06/05/12)
Gerald was born on 27th December 1918 in Herne Hill, London. He left school aged 14 and worked at a shoe shop in London until his family moved to Peckham when he was 18.He was advised by a Recruiting Sergeant he met to volunteer to join the Royal Artillery and he reported to Woolwich Barracks on 15th May 1939. Whilst training at Catterick war was declared and Gerald joined the Third Division commanded by Major General Montgomery. He was posted to Lille in France and Poland was invaded by Germany.

The Germans forced our forces back to Dunkirk and Gerald was on the beach for 3 days waiting to be evacuated back to the U.K. Gerald then stayed in England until 1944. He had trained in Scotland in 1942 at Fort George Invergordon and in June1944 he arrived in Portsmouth where he shook hands with General Eisenhower and who told him ‘we won’t be pushed back this time’. It was the beginning of the D Day landings in Normandy.

Gerald sailed on 5th June 1944 with tank landing craft guns and ammunition eventually landing at Queen Beach (as it was called by the troops but is now known as Sword Beach). The ships were fired upon and the seas were choppy so they turned back out to sea until about 10.00 a.m. the next day, 6th June. Gerald was in the observation party that made their way to Leibessey Wood which took them about 3 weeks to oust the Germans from the trenches. On day 17 he was sent back on his motorbike to the Gun positions for more rations and got run over by a lorry, breaking his leg. He was flown back to England to Brize Norton and transferred to Burnt Wood Hospital near Lichfield Staffordshire. It was while recuperating there that he met his wife who was a nurse and who he married in 1945. His leg healed he was sent back to rejoin the 16th Field Battery where he saw service in Caen, and through France Belgium and Germany finally arriving at Bremen. Many battles were fought and Gerald had some horrendous experiences, losing many comrades. Gerald also guarded many Russian soldiers at Sanalager before they were sent home.

Eventually Gerald came home and was granted leave (he was a regular soldier) and made arrangements to be married on October 2nd 1945. He then went back to Germany to help with the ‘clearing up’ but was demobbed on 15th January 1946, still to be kept on the Reserve List for another 6 years. 
When war broke out in Korea Gerald was recalled on 1st September 1950 and he was to travel from Southampton on the MV Empire Windrush to Japan and then on to Korea, Pusan on 1st January 1951. There he became one of the 170 Mortar Battery as a Signal NCO. He was glad to be finally demobbed back to Liverpool some 16 months later, 27th December 1951. Of the many experiences Gerald had in Korea seeing the suffering of the women and children was worst, many people being burned by Nepalm which the U.S. forces used.
He and his family lived in Shropshire until 1963 when they moved to Leicester for 19 years before moving to Great Cornard to retire and be near his eldest daughter and grandchildren.
