GEORGE ERNEST BEETON (25/04/23 – 19/02/11)
 George Ernest Beeton  was born 25th April 1923 at a Dairy Farm in East Barkwith, Lincolnshire. His father was serving with the Lincolnshire Regiment at Sobraon Barracks in Lincoln and this was the home of his Grandparents.

When he was seven months old his parents moved to Bury St Edmunds when his father left the Army.George left school in 1938 and had a passion to be an engine driver but  was too young to be taken on by L.N.E.R. so he turned to another large employer in Bury, Greene King and Son in the Brewery.
When war was declared in September 1939 George’s father, having been a regular soldier, was one of the first to volunteer for the Home Guard. George was only 16 then and not old enough to enlist but he and a Cousin were taken into the Home Guard under his father, which proved to be a very good grounding for their future war service. In April 1941, now aged 18, George decided to volunteer for the Royal Marines rather than wait for call up and not be able to choose where he went, and on 9th December 1941 reported for duty at the Royal Marine Depot in Lympstone, Devon for basic training.
Postings to R.M.Barracks Chatham in February 1942 followed where he did a Small Arms Course and Signals Course which entailed both Naval Flags and Semaphore and Wireless and Morse Code. In June 1942 moved to Tenby, Pembrokeshire and by July had met his wife to be Betty and in October 1942 to Brockenhurst in the New Forest. Towards the end of July George was posted to Achnacarry in the Scottish Highlands where he trained as a Marine Commando, the training was intense and based on survival fitness and close combat fighting. The end result was a unit of toughened young men who each received a coveted Green Beret – the sign of a fully trained Commando.
A posting to Canterbury followed for a short time and soon George and his comrades were on their way to an unknown destination, sailing on a Dutch Ship, which turned out to be the Far East. The ship was bombed by a German bomber whilst in the Mediterranean but fortunately only one bomb hit, passing through the bows, the water cascaded through the hatches and everyone thought the ship was sinking. One casualty was taken who happened to be in the Bow at the time. The ship put in to Alexandria for repairs so they were taken by train through the length of the Suez Canal to join another ship for the eventual destination India. Once there they had to acclimatize to the heat and tropical conditions before going on to Burma to fight the Japanese. George was part of S.E.A.C. South East Asia Command under the then Admiral Mountbatten. Eventually the plan was for the Commandos to make landings at Akyab, Myebon and Kangaw in order to slow down the Japanese Army retreat towards Singapore, so that the 14th Army under General Slim could engage it. Kangaw saw some of the heaviest fighting of the campaign.
From Kangaw No.3 Commando Brigade was returned to India to re group and was then sent out to make a landing at Georgetown. However whilst still at sea, August 1945,  the Americans dropped the Atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki so they stopped briefly at Singapore before being diverted to Hong Kong. All had been suffering from bouts of dysentery and malaria from the jungle. There they became Peacekeepers and whilst on one of the patrols their boat was intercepted by a Royal Naval patrol boat who told them they were to be repatriated to the U.K. for eventual demobilisation. After a farewell Dinner for the No.3 Brigade Signal Troop on 8th December 1945 the journey back to the U.K. began docking at Southampton on 23rd February 1946.A special parade was held at which all the participating men handed over their famous Green Berets to be replaced with a blue one. The Green Beret was ceremoniously returned to each man as a mark of honour and respect and George’s is revered and guarded to this day. Finally they were taken to North Wales to be fitted out with civilian clothes and George returned home to Bury St Edmunds to make plans for his wedding to Betty on 1st May 1946.
