FREDERICK CHARLES CECIL HEARNDON

(Charles)
Charles was born on the 20th December 1922 at Church Farm Langham and as a small child he moved to Earls Colne, Braintree and then to Prospect Hill Great Cornard. He went to school at Great Cornard and left there aged 14 and got a job at Peacock Hall doing farm work. For 52 hours work he was paid 10 shillings a week. By the age of 17 he had graduated to being Pig Man and looked after the stock.

On the 10th October 1941 he decided to volunteer for the Army his basic training being done at Newquay, the Trelawny Hotel. After 6 weeks training he was enlisted into the 91st Artillery Regiment and drafted to Hounslow Barracks in Yeovil for Gunnery training. Charles was drafted to Farnborough, Houseley Park Winchester and then to the Isle of Wight for aircraft protection training for the Dunkirk Invasion. Finally he undertook more Invasion training in Scotland and on the 13th March 1942 he travelled to Greenock and boarded H.M. Nehatas which carried 4000 troops. Charles was with the 1st Army, 4th British Division,  91st L.A.A.Regiment.
They sailed to North Africa landing at Algiers, a journey which took eight days and whilst in the Bay of Biscay their ship was narrowly missed by a torpedo which hit the Winchester Castle which was a transport ship.
Charles marched to Bogie and Medjisalbad and did guard duties at a Prisoner of War Camp. He boarded the Soberesjki in Algiers and landed in Port Said on Christmas Eve 1942. They travelled by train the length of the Suez Canal to Port Tooford where they again marched across the desert to their camp. Charles saw the Pyramids in Cairo when on a 72 hour leave before being shipped to Naples where the enemy were engaged and some of his comrades were killed when a gun was blown up. They travelled on to Cassino where they had 1600 guns but lost three Officers. The Regiment was the first to cross the River Rapido where they took up positions alongside the Polish soldiers and the war in Italy was now beginning to be won. Charles met Pope Pias the 12th at the Vatican in Rome when he had some leave.
They went on to Florence by which time the campaign was almost won, his Regiment was disbanded and he returned to Cassino where he joined another Regiment and went on to Northern Milan and Toulon in the South of France. Charles was involved with transporting men back by train to Lyons, Calais and then by ship to U.K. 900 men on each train.
In October 1946 Charles received his demob and came home to  marry on 20th December . He worked as a foreman at Brundon Hall and was lucky to have a cottage on the farm where he worked for six years before moving to Bures to work for Captain Peacock for 18 years. He also worked for the next 10 years at C.A.V. Lucas after which he joined Edward Baker Ltd as a Foreman in the Warehouse despatch for 17 ½  years before retiring.

