ERIC WILLETTS
I was born in Plough Lane Sudbury, one of nine children. Times were hard in those days, my father, a baker by trade but who was sometimes out of work, meaning that we had to rely on help from the Salvation Army or the Baptist Chapel, as did quite a few families at that time.

We moved to a council house in Jubilee Road in 1939 just before the War broke out. I left the Mill Lane Council school at Easter time and had to find a job. Out of a choice of three jobs on offer I took an apprenticeship with a small firm of engineers and millwrights in Church Street, long since pulled down to make way for Hanover Court housing. The firm’s name is still to be seen on the wall of number 26 Church Street, all else has gone.

The work was hard my first job was pumping the forge bellows for 8 ½ hours a day 47 hours a week. I was paid the princely sum of five shillings a week, a ten minute break was allowed on each day.

We had no holiday pay and no sick pay – it was a case of ‘no work no pay’. One week a year was allowed for a holiday, unpaid.

In 1942 I volunteered for the Royal Navy but when I asked for time off to go down to Portsmouth for a medical my boss told me that my mate and I were employed on vital war work and exempt from National Service.

However I joined the Home Guard then and did my bit such as it was, the experience came in handy later.

Before the period of exemption was finished I wrote to the War Office and asked to be called up for Service when the period ended. I was called up just as the War ended would you believe!

However I did serve in Northern Ireland for a time which was a bit hairy, then I was sent to India in 1946.

I was in a Tank Regiment spending most of my time in workshops. I was squadron gun fitter, responsible for secure working of guns and equipment but of course we only fired guns on the ranges, however great fun! 

We spent time on patrol round the local villages a show of strength more than anything else, the only effect we had was to shatter their peace and quiet with our tank engines.

We were obliged to leave India at the end of 1947 when British rule ended.

I returned to civvy street settled down married and raised a family like many others.

The firms and business concerns that my old workshop did work for during the war were among others:

Sudbury Borough Council: C.A.V: Bruntons Propellers: Vanners and Fennels

Bush Boake Allen: English Flax: Cornard Knitting Mills: St Leonards and Walnutree Hospitals: Armes Matting: Stour Valley Dye Works
Allen and Boggis: Edward Baker and Clovers Mill.
