COLIN ROSS (02/10/21 – 19/06/07)
Colin was born 2nd October 1921 and attended a small village school in Alness in Scotland going on to Invergordon Academy which he left in the summer of 1937 aged 15 years and 9 months after gaining his School Certificate. Work was almost non existent in Scotland and Colin soon decided to join the R.A.F. as an Apprentice Clerk. 
Colin recalls how he and a group of Apprentices were huddled around the radio on 3rd September 1939 waiting to hear an announcement from Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain that we were at War.  They were all anxious to become aged 18 to enable them to join the ‘man service’. Colin Remained at R.A.F.Records  Office,  Ruislip, Middlesex until mid 1942 when he was sent to Southern Rhodesia for Navigator Training until the Autumn of 1943. February 1944  brought a posting to R.A.F.Broadwell (near Brize Norton) to 575 Squadron soon becoming 46 Group Transport Command. They trained hard in parachute dropping, supply dropping, glider towing and casualty evacuation both day and night exercises, their Dakota carrying up to 28 fully equipped paras and the Horsa Gliders also accommodated 28 troops.
At the end of May 1944 crews were summoned to briefings and the station was sealed. The Operations Room contained large scale models of the area covering the Caen Canal (Pegasus)Bridge and the River Orne Bridge together with the Merville Battery at the mouth of the River Orne. The task was to convey the 5th Parachute Brigade to drop them to the East of the River Orne Bridge which took place at 01.00 hours on the 6th June, the Bridge having been captured at 00.16 hours. By 18.45 hours that same evening Colin returned as part of a large Glider Force carrying troops and equipment to the same area. Activity was more intense and D Day was drawing to a close. The following months were very busy for their support role as captured airfields and landing strips became available.

Sunday 17th September 1944 they had to convey Glider Units of the 1st Airborne Division to landing zones near Arnhem. The large Glider Force assembled over the East Anglia coast on Days 1,2 and 3. Unfortunately Transport Command did not have the capacity to airlift 10,000 troops plus Polish Para Brigade in one Operation and this contributed to its failure and loss of so many lives. (The Germans were able to contain each days drop of Troops and the Operation was a disaster).
In the summer of 1945 Colin’s Squadron moved to Chittagong in the Bay of Bengal on the Burmese border. Fortunately the Japanese War was drawing to a close by the time they arrived. Colin was a full time Airman and stayed but soon most of the Squadron had their demobilisation dates and were coming home .By March 1946 48 Squadron was reformed after going via Rangoon, Malaya and Singapore where they stayed until February 1948 covering the Far East, Sumatra, Java, Saigon and Hong Kong.
October 1956 214 Squadron and two other Valiant  Squadrons flew to Luqa in Malta in a conventional bombing role. The aim was to attack Egyptian Airfields at Al Maza but the whole operation was called off after about a week. (The Suez Canal Affair).
Colin was posted to Bomber Command in 1950 flying  Lincolns, American B29 Washingtons and Canberras  and by 1962 he flew Valiants with 214 Squadron. Colin was given various jobs after 1962  and also spent 2 ½ years in Germany before he returned to the U.K. where he worked for the Ministry of Defence from 1969 to 1976. Colin served 39 years in all leaving at aged 55. He says really he enjoyed his service!
 In May 1960 Colin was part of an aircrew who made the first non stop flight to Singapore, a 
journey of 8500 miles,  refuelling in mid air over Cyprus and Karachi and landing at R.A.F.Changi which became entered in to the Guinness Book of Records.
Over the years he served on 575 Squadron, 48 Squadron,50 Squadron, 57 Squadron 21 Squardon, 214 Squadron.

Colin was also involved in two other record runs:

A. 28th May 1959 –  Marham to Salisbury, Rhodesia, 5319 miles at 545 miles per hour in 9 hours 42 minutes.

B. 16th November 1960 – Marham to Aden, 4030 miles at 565 miles per hour in 7 hours 10 minutes.
