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Branch Newss

There was no normal branch meeting
in March but instead there was this
years Anniversary Dinner held at
the Conservative Club on Bth March..

Following the singing of the Mational
Anthemn and Grace said by Rev John
Morley dinner was served. After the
meal Vice (Chairman, Stewart

Harrison, proposed the Loyal Toast
and when

coffee  was served
Chairman,
] @ h n
Standish
spoke  “a
few words”
in which he
said that
although
this was
ot a
Branmch
Ml meeting
with its usual Act of Homage he still
wanted ©o offer the Branch
condolences to Tom Ashmore and his
family following the death of Joan.

John welcomed Harborouwgh District
Council Chairman, Janet Ackeriey, the
Councl Armed Forces Champion,

Mike Rook. Branch members and
friends. He ended his short address by

thanking all those who had arranged
and provided this Anniversary Dinner.

Clir Ackerley proposed a Toast to the
Rioyal British Legion mentioning her
| & m g
rembership of
. the REL
Women' s
Section. A
Toast to the
Armed Forces
was proposed
j by Clir ook

L The excellent

dinner followed by entertainment by
the Cholce singers was enjoyed by the
51 pecple present some of whom are
in these photos mken by Christopher
Birazil

Cover lma

A photo of the swing bridge over the canal at Foxton taken from a
Day Boat by Tom Ashmore on 30= July 2013




Remember This? (From april 200m)

A Letter from Sunny Spain
Our roving reporter Tom Ashmore, passed on this letter
he received from a lady he met on his Internet tour of
Royal British Legion branches around the world.

WWhat a nice surprise to receive
your communicaiion. My name is
Zena Stockwell and | am the secre-
tary of the Benalmadena Branch,
and hawe been for 10 years mow.
‘We started 17 years ago and were
the first branch in Spain , therefore
we called ourselves the Costa del
Sol Branch. Ower the years other
branches opened so we have had to

change our name to the Benalmade-
na to awobd confusion. There are
niow |2 branches in
Spain Souwth.

We are a small =
branch, 152 mem- = ;
bers, but in the past FETgaEY
we were 400 plus, FS=U
but it was inevitabls
that with more
Branches  opening
rembers wiolld
transfer nearer to home. Also in
this area thers are 50 many social
clubs and clubs catering for every
possible interest, line dancing, pho-
tography. choral. political, theatre.
walking bridge, anirmals, religious,
so many | could go on and on
There is really no need for anyone
who lives on their own to fesl lone-
Iy here

We did publish a monthly newslet-
ter years ago, but unfortunately the
w0 men who used to write this died,
and as with so many clubs and organ-
isations, it is not easy o find someons
to take their place, especially as we all
seam o be in the older age group.

Chur Branch has been fortunate in
that we have been able to mke 2 lease
on our own premises, and we are the
cnly branch in Spain to do so. Before
that we had to rely on the goodwill of
bars to let us use
their premises,
and at times we
did feal like no-
mads, continual-
by moving on
We have a

.. we 0N the |ast Mon-

day of the
reanth, and a social get-together eve-
ry Monday, except for July and Au-
gust, when it's just too hot! 5o many
members go back o the UK during
this time, and those of us who sty
are glad to not have commitrments.
This month we had owur branch
reating on the 24th as wsual, fiol-
lowed by a bangers and mash lunch,

Continued on pb



Edward French of Foxton

Great-grandfather of David French who provided the text from pages
39 and 40 of an unknown document

There were two public houses, the
one by the canal bridge was kept by
HMr. Monk, whio, on his death left a
considerable sum in trust for Foxton,
thie other kept by Mr. Goodridge was
also the post office

s

IPresent Day Black Horse, Was this
pevhiere onie of the | 860s pubs was?

Cne memorable character in Foxton
was a2 man named French, an old
soldier. When i his cups. inwhich he
could seldom indulge by reason of
poverty, he used to describe hoer in
the Indian Mutiny he could never be
satisfied that he hit anybody when
firing his rifle and that in order to fulfil
hiz ambition before leaving for Eng-
land he found a dead black, set him up
against the wall and fired at him. The
boys of the village used to tease him,
running after him shouting “Who
shot the dead black™. Another of his

boasts was that he was the only man
in Foton who had seen his own
“guts’. The occasion of this experi-
ence, of which he was s0 prowd, was
also in India where he had uwnder-
Eone an operation.

An extract from the Market Harbor-
ough Advertiser, which giees infor-
mation of poor old Edward French,
reads

g wegd to raad how in begong
days England wsed to treat its okd
soldiers. and the following is perfect-
Iy true, when the Crimean YWar
broke out in 1854 there was a rush
to enlist. A Foxton young man, Ed-
wiard French, enlisted, but he was
sent to Indiz instead of Russia, and
wias in all the later fighting and bat-
tles that followed the terrible massa-
cre of Cawnpore and the Indian
Mutiny. French was with Sir Henry
Havelock at the relief of Lucknow,
and served with the English Arrry till
the Muting was successfully put
down. He continued i India @l
1843, when he was sent home owing
ta Il health. He was discharged from
the Army and was paid the sum of
£10 in full and final settemeant of any
claims against the English YWar Of-
fice. French later got married, but
constant ill heabth led him to be




often out of work. At this time Mr.
Johin VWatson set him to work on his
farms and he lived in a cotiage of Mr.
Watson's at a rent of 1/- per wesk
This was a good house with a large
garden. But French's illness soll at-
tacked him at different times in the
year end it is said that it was a
tropical diseass brought back from
India and he and his family werea very
badly off even at tirmes for food.

He had a little parish relief and the
village people were very kind to him.
His wife sold his Muting medal for
/4 to a Harborough jeweller to by
food. This is perfectly true and after
constant abtacks of illness poor
French died in 1879. It was said in
the village that Mrs. Spriggs and Miss
Florrie YWatson paid for the coffin
furniture, as it was a parish funeral
andd these were ot usually allowed

Foocton has in its long history pro-
duced many worthy men, but none
more than this gallant scldier fin-
tshed up with a pauper’s grave. Some
remarkable incidents followed. in
which Mr |ohn Watson made his
mfluence felt. At that trme cash pay-
ments were not legal, only on a very
b scale. An adult could mot have
mire than 36 per week out of relief
with the alternative of Harborough
‘Workhouse

The Guardians wanted Mrs. French
o go with her three young boys into
the Harborough Workhouse. Mrs.

Haddon, of Lubenham Lodge, took

the oldest girl aged 13 to live with
her and train her for service. Mr
Watson strongly protested against
the Guardians not giving Mrs. French
the relief and threatened to get Mr.
| Paget, at that dme M. P. for the
Harborough  Crivi-
sion, to bring the
matter up in the
House of Com-
rons. The Guardi-
ans then gave way

Workhouwse | boys, and paid the

school fees (6d) and |/- for the
weskly rent, though it 5 said Mr.
‘Watson never took the rent but
abways returned it and had done so
for a number of years.

Legion Policy on
Morthern lreland Legacy

Investigations.

In & leoter to Chairmen. The Ma-
tianial Chairman states that the Le-
O Cannot Comment or provide
legal representation in individuzl
cases although it can provide assist-
ance and adwice, except legal ad-
wice to members of the Armed
Forces Community affected by the
Inwestigations.

Similarty, in the planned protest
parades, although ndividual Legion
members may take part they
must ot do 5o in the name of
the Legion,




Continued from p2

typically English to  celebrate
SeGeorges Day. It was thoroughly
enjoyed by all.

| am a Londoner, but during the
waar | was evacuated to Leicester for
a while (showing my age) and | was
billeted in Leicester itself but | do
remember going weekends to a place
called Smeeton YWesterby to the par-
ents of the lady | was billeted with.
Apart from that | do not know your
part of the country.

Contirmed from pl

March Funerals

Market Harborough character
Mervyn Silver was well known o
many Branch members, a few of

whom were at his Service on the |=

O the |0, following the private
cremation of Joan Ashmore, 18 of
her branch colleagues jomed other
friends at a ‘Remember joan’ buifet
lunch at the Angel Hotel.

A few fellow branch members of
Treasurar, Myra Grewcock were at

the funeral service on the 30= of her
rmicther, vy Thorald, widow of the

late Bert

Poppy Call, the REL handy-man
service for the ex-service community
5 now availzble free of charge and
withiout means test for those owver 7L
i you reguire help with litle jobs
around the house call 0800 032 0306

Misce H-HH.H

April 1917 News ltems
4eh  Mutiny breaks out in sections of
French &rmy
&= Armerica is at war when Presi-
dent Woodrow Wilson signs
the Declaration
Teh LIS o send 10,000 army engi-
nears to France
13+ London bus drivers goon
strike
I 5¢h LIS Select Service Act calls for
drafting of all men aged 21-30
I 4t Len retwrns to Russia from
Switzerland across Germany
in a sealed train
16sh German planes kill 76 civilians
in a bombing raid on the
South coast

From RN & Marines Fitniess
Reporis
This young lady has delusions of

adequacy

He has the wisdom of youth and
the energy of old age

His men would follow him anywh-
ere but only out of curicsity




From the Archives

‘Welland Parlk Memorial

& Ceremany to Unveil and Bless
the newly installed memorial
was held on 2%= May. 1734

After Our Standard Bearers. George
Flering and |ohn Cox and those of
invited RBL branches had assembled,
Deputy Liewtenant, Robin Murray-
Philipson, unveiled the memoral
which was then Blessed by Rev.
Grenville-Gibbins. Rev. C. Maoody
gave an address and led prayers be-
fore Branch secretary, Andrew Mar-
rictt laid a wreath and the Last Paost
wizs sounded. The service ended with
the Act of Homage and a two minutes
silence.

The inscription on the plague
on the memorial stone reads:
This stone was loid by the Market
Haorborough Brandh af the
Royal Britizh Legion in memarny
of ail whao pave their fives in the
fight for freedom over the years
This ground was consecrated
on Aupust |96 [995 gfter the
5 gnniversary of VE & V] Doys

Contrued from p2
Peaker Park

In an attempt to resume the support
of Branch members, three of wus
booked for Mothers” Day lunch bt it
was cancelled. Futures events include:

26 May BBEQ night with enferioinment
starting at 4.00 pm

6 June Sundoy lunch corvery & BBO
with ofternoon entertoinment

B |uly Peaker Park Goanden Farty | Znoon

2 Aug Music Evening in the Garden ot
5 pm with Gight evening buffet

I 5 5ep FAne Dining evening & emtertain-
ment
Please let Secretary or Bditor know
2 days before when you wish to go.

MEET IN THE
BAR AT NOON

2 MaY

MENU

Chicken Supreme on mash: Leg of

Lamb on dauphinoise potatoes;

baked cod loin on mash.
Fresh fruit salad & sorbet; Bread &
Butter pudding & custard; Lemon
Tart & berries & ice cream.

Tea or Coffee & mints.  £9.25

To book, coniact Kathie Morey,
email kathizsmorieyi@ialkalknet. or
phone DI1E58 419714

To cancel. ring The Sngel (01858
462T02) before 10 am on the day or

you will be charged




What's Going €n2

Forthcoming Events

146 Peaker Park Easter Sum-

Apr  day buffet carvery lunch
1 E rupoin + entertainmnent

25 Apr REL Adwice & Info’ ‘Pop In'
@ MH Lbrary 10 am-12

10 May RMA-Peterborough Dog
racing & Diinmer &pm £18

10 May Branch meesting + talk

26 Peaker Park BECY 4 pm

HMay  with enterminment

24 pn Armed Forces Day (3 Leics
Cathedral

M RMA Cheese & Wine

25 jn  MH Armed Forces Day

5%p  RMA Thpto Arboretum

14 Oct Poppy Appeal Coffee mom'g

Welfare
If you are aware of any one who
may benefit from the Legion
welfare services ring Betty
Ramsay on 01858 434923

RBL Helpline
is open to everyone, Bam - Spm, 7
days a week on 0B08 BO2 8080 for
advice and support for serving & esx-
service people and depsndenits.

t/'Tu Toech Mext Month

Undeclared War', Miscellany,
Femember This?, Fews, stc. _/

Branch Contacts

Chairman
John Standish 0016 2404170

chairmhrblifbtinternet com
5 Manor Rd, Aedcney, LES 8T
Mebil= 077 |10 733595

Wice Chairman
Stewart Harrison

srh30232@email.com
Secretary, Welfare & Youth
Betty Ramsay 1858 434923
betty ramsay(ilhotmail co. uk
Treasurer & Membership Sec'y
Myra Grewcock 01858 419517
m.grewcodk4 7@ email.com
& Hoddenby Close, MH. LEI& S|E

Foppy Appeal
Dawe Prior 01858 540431
CHfice - & Fairfield Road MH LEI& $C0
01858 433452

pocteanilbtinternat.com
Standard Bearer
Hilary Brazil c/o D1 B5E 434923

Monthly Lunches
Kathie Morley 01858 419714
kathiemoriey@aktalk net
In Towch - Editor
Tom Ashmore  DI1858 433108
tashmorefukvet net
9 The Pastures, MH . LEI1& PEA

Branch Website
www britshlepionorguk/branches!
market-harborough

The views expressed in this newslefier are those of the authors and do nof necessaly
represent those of fhe Edior ar the Market Harhorough Branch. The edifor eserves the
righl fo decide what Is fo be pubtWshed and 1o eadlt material submifed. Mo pait may be
reproduced without Brior permission. The nawsletter Is onine at
wnanw_britishlegicn org.ukibranchesimarket-harborough/newsletter



