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Branch Noewsas

January Branch Meeting

It was reported that there is still no
news of County or local Wyl
Centenary events but nationally the
Legion has been urging people and
authorities to plant Poppy Seeds from
B & Q who are donating £1 to TRBL
fior every packet sold.

As part of the Legion reorganisation
branches will not have a VVelfare
Secretary and Betty Ramsay will
become a “Vvelfare Volunteer'. She

will still make welfare visits but not be
a Case VVorker.

Im a brief report of the County
Conference, your delegate proudly
displayed the Ron WVvest Shield
awarded to us as the County Branch
‘with the best record of efficiency
throughout the year’.

The “After Meeting’ social event was
another of Tom Ashmore's games
which members enjoyed sufficiently to
ask for another at a later date.

Late Christmas Lunch
The joint event was not as well

Sara and Phil were not drunk, but |
said | would publish the photo!

disappointing result that the meal was
not served in the Angel Hotel's
attractive [arge dining room. The meal
was of the usual high standard and the
oCcasion was enjoyed by the RAFA,
RMA and RBL members present

Continued on page 7

Cower Photo

A Hawker Hurricane Mk 4 (Tank Buster) of 6 Squadron being serviced at
Foggia Italy, prior to a sortie over the Adriatic 24 July 1944
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Remember This?

YWhere are they now!

YWhere are the bambers, the Lancs on the runways
Crouching, menacing, black faced and dour.
Loaded with aircrew and window and ammo

And ‘cockies’ and incendiaries to drop on the Ruhr.

Where are the pilots, the navs and air gunners,
YWops and bomb aimers and flight engineers.
Lads whao were bank clerks and milkmen and teachers,
Carpenters, lawyers and grocers and peers.

Geordies and cockneys and Wiltshire moonrakers,
And little dark men from the valleys of Wales,
Manxmen. Devonians, Midlanders and Scousers.
Jocks from the Highlands and Tykes from the Dales.

Where are the Aussies, the sports and the cobbers
Talking of cricket and sheilas and grog,
Flying their Lancs over Hamburg and Stettin
And back to the Lincolnshire winter-time fog.

Where are the fliers from Canada’s prairies
From cities and forests determined to win,
Thumbing their noses at Goering’s Luftwaffe
And busily dropping their bombs on Berlin.

Where are the Kiwis who left all their sunshine
For bleak winter airfields and fenland and dyke,

And playing wild mess games like codalorum
And knocking the hell out of Hitler's Third Reich.

Where are they now those men of all nations
Whao flew not knowing what the future would send
And the few who returned their missions completed
That night in The Chopper’ would toast absent friends.

Anon -From February 2004 In Touch
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FL/lt C B Black DFC
by John Black

Bornthe |7th May 1917 in Gourock,
Renfrewshire, he was the younger of
two sons to Matthew Alexander
Black and
Elizabeth
Margaret
Brand, who
had emigrated
to Kenya in the
VErY early
Il 9005 .
Educated
imitially at the
Mairobi
Primary School

then onto the | C©harles in British

Prince of Orwerseas Alrways

VWales High irst CHficer uniformm

School. On the Ist june 1939, aged
22 he enlisted into the Kenyan Police
as a Ind Grade Assistant Inspector
of Police, but he resigned this
appointment on the 5th June 194 to
join  the Royal Airforce. After
training, he and his friend |ohn Micoll
(known as Freddie) were posted to
208 Sguadron. The sgquadron had
been reformed in Egypt in 1920, and
joined the war proper when [taly
declared war in june 1940. A number
of Hurricanes were received at the
end of that year and Charles found
himself flying reconnaissance sorties
for the advancing troops as they
moved through Cyrenacia (now
Litya). He was promoted to Sergeant
on the 9 May 1942, and Fight
Lieutenant early 1944

Cine place the squadron was based was
the Kirkuk oil company outside Haifa.
There, opportunities to go out were
very few and far between, but one time
Charles did go out he came back with
a battered old accordion which he had
acquired from somewhere. As he
couldn't play it he gave it to Freddie,
asking him to teach him to play.
Freddie still has that accordion today.
The sand surrounding Kirkuk was
saturated in oil. and Charles being a
smoker, lit up and threw the still
lighted match on the ground, which
then started to burn. Luckily they
managed to stamp it out!

August 1944 found the squadron at the
Foggia airbase in Maly. from where
mamy missions were flown using Mic4
Hurricanes. Cne such sortie which
Charles took part in, was on the [5th
October 1944 He was flying
Hurricane KZ407 and fired rocket
projectiles at a tank, but a piece of
metal from the tank struck his aircraft
damaging the tip of one propeller
blade, the starboard Olecleg and
radiator fairing, but he managed to land
safely. His son Douglas, | believe, has
that piece of shrapnel at his home in
Johannesburg.

Ancther incident which took place
when they were operating from the
Isle of Vis, off the coast of Yugoslkavia,
was on the Ist September 1944 at
09.05 hrs when he Freddie Micoll in
Hurricane Mk 4s and two other pilots,
in Spitfires from 249 Squadron
attacked two Siebel ferries (catamaran



type landing craft) near Lukova. A
total of six strafing runs were made,

under very heavy German flak, setting

N

each ferry setting on
fire and exploding
ammunition. At
Black with no
ammunition left,
checked he had
enough fuel to get to
¥is, then dived and
jettisoned his long
range fuel tank into
one of the ferries nearest the shore,
destroying it. On the 8th September
1944, the London Garette announced
his award of the DFC, probably not
for just one incident. but a
culmination of many. Freddie Micoll
also received the DFC at the same
time. Charles was also made B Fight
Commander.

After the war Charles retumed to
EKenya and got married. He also got
a job with British Overseas Airways
they sent him to train in

Gourock Rope Company as their
East African representative staying
with them until his retirement thirty
years later.

He lowved flying, and as one of his
children said, "we were virtually
brought up at the Aeroclub’, he was
always in the air, just flying for the
fun of it On the %th August [958
Charles was again in the air, this time
flying aerobatics for the opening of
Embakasi (Mairobi) Airport by the
last Gowvenor of Kenya, Sir Evelyn
Baring, who was standing in for the
Queen Mother, who had been
delayed in Australia

| fiound out at some point he joined
the Kenya Regiment (The Charging
Buffalo) and took part in a number
of operations against the Mau Mau,
whio in the fifties were causing havoc
in Kenya.

In 1987, after being diagnosed with
Parkinsons Dissase, he moved to a
retirement home

the then Rhodesia. He e ~'E.. A in Margate,
was employed by BOA | »-".° & | KwaZulu, Natal,
as one of their first pilots | where he passed
in East Africa, and then away aged 82 in
became a founder pilot December 1999,
for East African Alrways, -

and there is a wonderful Acknowledgements
photo of an old De | and Thanks ta
Haviland Dragon Rapide with all the

signatures of tr'rERf::fmder members mm’mﬂ Col

of East African Airways. He was not Bruce Rooken-Smith (Rtd) Eapa
happy with commercial flying and felt  Ragiment Association, South Afiica and
he was just a glorified taxi driver and 0 Squadron Roval Air Force

was very bored with it so joined the  Association.



East Midlands BC

Harborough Museumn is  rightly
proud of some of its ancient
artefacts but what of the people who
lived in this area of the country?
From a section of the BBC website
‘Mative Tribes of Britain® we read
that archaeological evidence
suggests that before about 50 to

I BC, two different groups or tribes
lived in this region. Cne lived in what
is today Lincoinshire, the other in
what is today Morthamptonshire.
Both areas were different to each
other and were important centres
of population and economy in the
period c. 400 and 100 BC. This was
a region were people lived in villages,
and some times larger settlements
such as Leicester and Dragonby and
Oid Sleaford in Lincolnshire.

These tribes appear to have
combined, possibly with
neighbouring tribes, shortly before
the Roman conguest when they
were known as the Corieltauyi living
in what is today most of the East
Midlands (Lincolnshire,
Morthamptonshire Leicestershire,
Mottinghamshire, Derbyshire). [t
affered no resistance to the Romans
and was quickly tumed into a civitas
(an administrative district equivalent
to a modemn county) with its capital
at the city of Leicester.

For information about all the ancient
peoples of Britain see the BBC website
ittt bbe ook thistoryancient/british
_prehistoryliron_0 |_shtmiffeighteen

Miscellany

February Centenary Snippets
1714

Marconi states he can light a amp 6
miles away by wireless power.
1715

Footballer Stanley Mathe'ws bom.
1716

Wyell off families are asked to have
simpler meals to release servants for
more useful purposes.

1217

Secret German telegram asking
Mexico to declare war on LISA.
1718

George Gerswin has his first
successful song , “Swanee”.
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So GREAT
ABoyT BEMNg

Did you Know?
When a clodk is hungry it goes
back four seconds.

The man who fell into an
upholstery factory is now fully
recovered.

Every calendar's days are
numbered.




Continued from page 2

Obituary

member, died suddenly on %th
January. she was still well known to
those who visited Peaker Park where

her efforts that the dose link the
Branch has with the Prime Life Care
Willage was established. This busy
little lady will be sadly missed.

The branch was represented at her
funeral on 4th February.

Margaret Kendal, a former E-ra.mhl

she was a resident It was through]

February Branch Lunch
Eighteen members were present,
held in the newly refurbished small
dining room, and enjoyed another of
The Angel’s excellent fare.

Legion News

Opened on |7 December in
Liverpool, this is the first of the 16
major centres referred to in last
month’s report of the County
Conference.

A much more modest Legion presence
will be when a contact point in Market
Harborough Library is established.

LUNCH
AT THE
ANGEL _ :
for good food and good company ;
MEET IN THE
4 MARCH 543 a7 voon

Menu
Roast leg of British Lamb
with Yorkshire pudding, roast
potatoes & gravy (can be gf)

Owven baked white fish
on mashed potato with dill & white
wine sauce (gf)

Supreme of British chicken
Stuffed with stilton on mashed
potato with a smoked bacon &

white wine sauce (gf)
f o e o S S

Rich chocolate torte with berries
& vanilla ice cream (v)
“Spotted Richard™
with creamy custard (v)
Fresh fruit Salad
with mini jug of cream {gf)(v)
Coffee and mints

A T T T T T

£850 Payat reception

To bool. ring Les Moore (01858
463112) before 22 Feb. To cancel a

bocking you must phone
(01858 462701) before 10 am on

the day or you will be charged.



What's Going €n?

Forthcoming Events
21 Feb Branch Coffee Morning

Harborough Theatre- Helpers
please!
12 After meeting Talk- VWY1 -
Mar  Commonwealth Contribution

22 Anniversary Dinner at

Mar M H Golf Club see
enclosure

17/18 Mational Conference -

May Torquay

Il Jun After meeting talk- V5O in
Mepal

13 Branch meeting as a possible
Aug  Peaker Park joint event

Welfare
If you are aware of any one who
qualifies for, and may benefit from the
Legion welfare services please contact
Betty Ramsay on 01858 434923

REL Helpline

is open to everyone, 8am - 8pm, 7 days

a week on Freephone 0808 802 BO&0
for advice and support for serving &
ex- service people and dependents.

./— In Towuch Mext Month

Kinmel Park Riots, March Centenary
Snippets. ‘Remember thisl”, Mews,

Branch Contacts

Chairman
Rev. john Morley 01858 419714

revjmorley@talktalk net

Yice Chairman
Brian Thomas 01858 431119
b.thomas [ 934(@gmail com

Secretary, Welfare & Youth
Betty Ramsay 01858 434923

betty. ramsay@hotmail.co.uk

Treasurer & Membership
Secretary
Myra Grewcock 01858 419517

myragrewcocki@isupanet com
8 Holdenby Close, MH. LEI6 8JE

Poppy Appeal
Dave Prior 01858 540431

(Office - 6 Fairfield Road MH LEI6 9Q0Q
01858433492 pooteam. bl btinternet com

Standard Bearer
Hilary Brazil clo 01858 434923

Maonthly Lunches
Les Moore 01858 463112

In Touch - Editor
Tom Ashmore 01858 433108
tashmore@ukvet_net
% The Pastures, MH . LEl& 9EA

Branch Website
warw britishlegion org uk/branches’
market-harborough

The views expressed in this newslelter are those of the suthors and do not necessaniy
represent those of the Edifor or the Market Harborowgh Branch. The editor resenves the
nght to decide what is fo be published and to edit mafenal submiffed. No parf may be

reproduced without prior permission.

The newsletier is online at

wiww_brifishlegion.org uk'branches/market-harborough/newsletter




