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Branch Mews

Here is the picture of the Carnival
marquee omitted last month.

Sorme Members attended and enjoyed
the Peaker Park Crpen Day at on 20th
June and their American themed
Hoedown Party on éch July.

At the Branch lunch on 2nd July it was
goocd to see threes of the members
newly transferred from Ashley.

Events celebrating Armed Forces Day
locally started with a Coffee Morning
on 22nd June which raised £364
thanks to the help from ACF & ATC
Cadets and RAFA, RMA & Legion
members. The significance of the Flag
Raising Ceremony on 24th June was
marked by the presence of Meil
Townsend, DL, Geraldine Robinson,
HDC Chairman and Blake Piai,
Council Leader. Then on Sunday 30th
June, there was a full programme of
activities following the ceremonial
opening by Air Commeodore Martin
Halsall, son of members Constance
and the late Bernard Halsall, intro-
duced by the High Sheriff of Leicester-
shire, Mrs Sally Bowie. In the Show

Cover Photo
Pipers at Helmstedt as part of the Berliner celebrations m 2012,

Ring there were displays by The ATC
marching band and Dogs from the
Drefence Animal Centre. RMA, RAFA,
REL (our branch & Riders East Midlands
Ragion), and ACF, ATC and Sea Cadets
each had stands as did the Army, RAF,
5t Johns
Ambu-
lance,
Palice
and Fire
Service.
Vintage
vehicles,
military and civilan {our Chairman's
M), were also on show. Harborough
FM provided the Public Address system
allowing all o hear Entertainer, Peter
‘Wayre and Harborough Musical Thea-
tre. A very successful event ended with
2 Sunset
CEere-
mony and
a fly-past
by a
Drakota

At the Branch meeting, Clir Phillip
Knowles had been invited to wlk about
the future of the War Memaorial at tha
Cottage Hospital His view was that the
Portice should be sited at the new
hospital being buile at St Luke's, espac-
cialty if it was named M H Memorial
Hospital. In discussion, one member
disagreed. The Branch concern abouwt
the condition of the Memorial Cross on
The Square was also discussed.




Sealed Orders
by Tom Jeacack
Another duty | got was when the
sergeant major said, ‘Jeacock, go to
the armoury and draw live ammuni-
tion and the get down to the station.
When we got there was a high ranking
officer who said he wanted me to get
a batch of German prisoners of war
to the British Zone. They were
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aglready on the train in cattle wagons
although we had a proper carriage.
The driver of the train said to me, 'l
hope you know what you are doing
because when | took some Americans
they behaved like cowboys and Indians

popping off ant amything as the passed
through the Russian Zone’.

We eventually got to the check point
near the border of the Russian Zone
and before | could leok out, the train
had stopped and there was a rattle on
the door and there was a German
interpreter. All the prisoners were off
the train, lined up in three ranks. | vold
my chaps, "When you jump down from
the train, slam a round up the breech

to show that we are armed and wanit
na trouble” | went along with the
interpreter to where there were
Russians who said that all the prison-
&rs were to stay with them. | said,
Mo, we are to take them back with
us.” The chap in charge of the Rus-
sians then walked up and down and
picked about half a dozen of them
that he said they wanted, but again |
refused to hand them
S over. He then selected
® four and became wvery
R insistent that he took
thiemm.

| asked the interpreter i
the officer spoke any
English and when he said
i he did not | said | had
sealed orders on the train
and 'went back to them
pick up. Then in front of the Russian
| made a great deal of breaking the
red seal and showed him the paper-
work with their squiggly signatures
and told the nterpreter to say that
they showed that we had to take
these men and everything had been
agresd with their people. | had got
away with it and we were told to get
back on the train.

We stopped pust over the border to
the British Zone at Helmstedt and
an officer asked for the guard com-
mander but | was having a wash and
shave. He came and opened the door
saying. | would like a word with you.
We are ever so pleased you got
Continued on p &



The Tem Boyd Story a hero of 5t Mazaire, whose boat

wias one of only three (of 14) which
Diick Fulford's artide in Im Tosech  survived, and the only one which
in April 2006 is reproduced here but  returned to Dartmouth, where | was
with a follow-up to give the sequel o staticned.
his earlier story that was put on the

BEC People’s War Web site. Tom Boyd was a “character”, a “Jack
the Lad” of the 1940s! But his
‘In issue 22 of T Towech | gave an bravery

account of the during the

raid on 5t raid was rec-
Mazaire which ognised and
ook place n he Was
March 1942 (1 awardsd the
rmust  empha- Distin-
sise that | did Euished
not ke part, e Lol =T . LE Cervice

otherwise | Cirder.  His
doubt if | would be writing this article!)  Petty Officer coxswain was awarded
But, remaining on this side of the the Conspicuous Gallantry Medal
Channel, | had good knowledge of the  and his two Motor Mechanics the
action and with the help of the 1956  Distinguished Service Medal.
book entitded “The Greatest Raid of
All" I'was able to write the | 299 article. Dr Martin tells me that che i his
eldest grandchild, but when her
Thanks to the invention of the Inter- Granddad died in 1987 she was not
net. Dr Martin, 2 lady from Bristol,  too familiar with his exploits and
Came across my article on the BBC  knew litde about the raid which, of
Paopla’s War Web site. She was  course had taken place 40-o0dd years
helping her %-year-cld son with his  beforehand. 5o | was able to recom-
school project. “What did my Great  mend the book. and knowing it was
Granddad do in the War”, She left a  long out of print | sent her my copy
message on the web site(seel p5)  for her young son ©o treasure. This
asking the author (me) for more  of course was received with much
information and, having traced  pleasure and the few personal details
her{seel), Tom Ashmore put her in | gave her of her Granddad she
touch with me. This resulted m inter-  circulated to his numercus other
esting correspondence conceming her grandchildren.
Granddad, Lieutenant Tom Boyd
RMVE. He was the CO of MLI1&60 and  It's 3 small world: but isn't it satisfying

o know that our RBL Branch can
4



give pleasure to three generations of
a previcusly unknown farmily!?

In case a reminder is needed the 5t
Fazaire Raid resulted in the destruc-
ticn of the only Dry Dock able w
house German capital ships, espe-
cially the Tirpitz. But sadly the cost
was great; of the &1 sailers and
commandos @king part 6% were
killzd, around 200 taken pris-
oner, and countless wera
wounded. Five  Wictoria
Crosses were awarded which
Admiral Louis Mounthatten
said was “Swrely by far the
highest proportion of VWCs
ever awarded for a single
operaton”.

However, Germany's capital ships
were stopped from ever raiding
Atlantic shipping which resulted years
later in them being either destroyed
or locked up in Morwegian waters.

Tam Boyd's bravery and that of the
ather 611 soldiers and sailors con-
tributed to the eventual successful
ending of WWWI"

. Dr Boyd's message

Tarm Boyd D50 | found the menticn
of my grandfather very interasting,
he never spoke about the war as |
expect is the case for many ex-serv-
bce men and women. If HMr Dick
Fulford has any other memories of
ry grandizther Lisutenent Tom Boyd
| would be fascinated to hear them.
Dr Bes Martin

1. Tracing Dr Martin

In case she did not look on the BEC
site for a response, | searched for her
name on the Internet. This led to a list
of some of the staff at Bristol Univer-
sity Hospial. From this gusssed her
email address but getting no response,
emailed another name, Joanne Gard-
ner, asking her to give her my email
address.

| then received:

Dear Mr Ashmore,

Thank you very much for getting back
to e and for the infermation. Please
send it (again) to my homes email
address as the work one got rather
scrambled by the MHS firewall!

YWhat | had sent was:

Dear Dr Martn,

In the hope that | have located the
granddaughter of Lt Tom Baoyd. . . .
Diick Fufford is most intripued that you
wialld like more information. . I you
wish to make contact with him his
address is. ..

The result was as Dick’s article
describes.

5



Continued from p 3

through. ¥WWe didn’t think you would
because the last guard did not and
they are still in Russian hands and we
don’t know where they are’ He
wanted to know how we got through
and | explained | had had to break the
Sealed Orders. That does not
matter. You did wery well to gst
hera.” 5o that was that.

Background

At the end of the War the allies
divided Germany mto Zones of
Oocupation. Although Berlin was in
the Russian zone, the city was split
inte Sectors to be occupied by the
respective  allies. The Russians
allowed only limited access to the
city and Tom travelled on the only
rail link to the British zone. A regular
freight and passenger service was set
up, the latter known as “The Berliner”
Eritish Military Train. This ran in each
direction every day except Christmas
day and during the Blockade’ (which
nacessitated the Berlin Air Lift) from
1945 o 1991, It tock about four
hours to travel the 145 mile journey
mainfy due to the border inspecticns
and changing engines.

In May 2012, in a special celebration,
‘The Berlimer” ran again using the
original (refurbished) locomative and
recreating the excellent service the
Royal Corps of Transport used to
provide for their passengers. A nos-
talgic trip for many who were in
Berlin in the Cold War.

Miscellany

Cadets From the MOD web-site (n
July 2008) we read. “The history of the
cadet forces dates back to the |850s
with the formation of forerunners of
thie axisting organisations. .- The Army
Cadet Force has 44,000 cadets in ower
1700 Centres and the Air Training
Corps almost 41,000 members, in ower
1000 Squadrons. The Sea Cadet Corps
started in the 1850°s with orphanages
set up after the Crimean War run with
the help of sailors returning from the
Crimea.”

The Poppy Bus at the Alr Show at
RAF Cottesmore in Juby 2000,
| can find no currenit mendtion of
this maobile exchibition, which was
also available for local events.
Dhoas it still exist?

A Bit of Fun

Slept like a log last night...... Woke
up in the fireplace.

| went to buy some camouflage
trousers the other day but | couldn't
find any.

Sign in a Cocktail Lounge - Ladies
are requested not to have children in
the Bar.’



County Half-year Conference

The Branch acted as hosts on |55 June
to a poorly attended meeting at which
the rmain agenda item was a presenta-
tion by the new East Midlands Area
Manage. Paul Mulingani. He showed
a video about the newly established
Call Centre and then cutlined how the
Pathway toc Growth is being progres-
sively developed. Some of the HO
functions are being decentralisad to
the three Regions and fourteen Areas
intx which the country has been
divided. The HD of each Region and
Area will have prominent, well located
premises with trained staff able to
offer face to face help and advice to
the public and in particular to poten-
tial bensficiaries. The same will apply
at the more local level, such as at
Market Harborough, with ‘drop-in’
centres manned by trained volunteers
in appropriate shared premizses.

Although the emphasis of the changes
i to ensure that zll those for whom
the Legion exists o SUpport. receive
the help they need, they also are
intended to maks the work and
purpose of the Legion more widely
kmorw.

In discussion. there was some scepti-
cisrm about the proposals and criticism
of some lack of local involvement
within our Area. However, it was
pointed out such changes will take
tirne ta fully develop and to avercome
problems that arise.

for good food and good company

6 AUGUST MEET IN THE BAR

AT NOON
MENL
Whithy whole tail scampi with
British Maris piper chips and garden
pEas
Mini Angelic Ploushrnan’s
(Grasmers farm scotch ege. pork pie
and red Leicester cheese served
with 2 wedgs of crusty onicn bread)
R houlder of British lamt
with roast potatoes, Yorkshire
pudding, gravy and vegetables
Paris brown mushroom, spinach and

mascarpone Lasagne
with garlic dough balls (gf)

Individuzl surmmer pudding
with clotted cream and clotoed

cream lce-cream

with raspberry sorbet

Fresh fruit Salad
With fruity Sorbet jv) (gf)

£8.50 Pay an the day

To book ring Les Moore {01858
463112} before 30 July. To cancel a

booking you must phone The Angel
(01858 462T702) before 10 am on the
day or you will be chargad.



What's Geing @n7

Forthcoming Events

4 Jul Poppy WWalk - pleaze
sponsor our Ramsay
‘Walkers
26 July Cheese & Cocktail Party
& to Bpm (@) Peaker Park
& Aug Branch lunch- see menu
10 Aug  RMNA Coffes Morning &
Harbro® theatre
A0 Aug  Visit to Poppy Factory-
For a place contact
Betty Ramsay ASAPF
26 Ot Poppy Appeal launch
2 Moy  Festival of Remembrance
de Montfort Hall
10 Mon Remembrance Sunday
l& Moy Annual Band Concert

Welfare
If you are aware of any one
wio qualifies for, and may
benefit from The Royal British
Legion welfare services pleass
Contact

Betcy Ramsay
01858 434923

Coming Mext Manth
Y] Day &0 Anniversary’, "Culture
Shock” for new ex-pat, news and
Miscellany

Branch Contacts

C hairman
John Standish 0l l& 2404170
mbrbichain@Zhotmail co.uk

Yice Chairman & Publicicy
Rew. John Morley 01858 419714
revjmorleyiitalktai_net

Secretary, Welfare & Youth
Betty Ramsay 01858 434923
betty ramsayEihotmail co.uk

Treasurer & Membership
Secretary
Myra Grewcock 01858 419517
miyragrawcockifhisubanet com
& Holdenby Close, MH. LEI& EJE

Foppy Appeal Team
Dave Prior DI1858 54043
Cifice-6 Fairfield Foad MH LE1& 900
01858 433492 pacteomiT bintermet com

Standard Bearer
Hilary Brazil clo 01858 434923

Monthly Lunches
Les Moore 01858 463112

In Touch - Editor

Tom Ashmore O1853 433108
tashmorefiukyetnet

% The Pastures, MH LEI& %EA

Branch YWebsice
wiww_britishbegion.ong uk/branches

market-harbomugh

The views expressed in this newslefler are those of the suthors and do nol necessanly
represent those of the Edior or the Marke! Harborough Branch. The edilor resenes the
right to decide what is fo be published and to edit maferal submified. No parf may be

without

[prior permission.
The newsletier is online at werw britishlegion. org ukbranches/market-harborough



