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W elcome to the special Anniversary
Issue of Tm Towech in which we
recall the formation of the Branch and,
in a colour supplement, some of the
other events of 1923,

Membership

WWe are pleasaed to welcome 21 new
members, most of whom have trans-
ferred from Ashley branch which
closed last year. We hope they will
become mterested and involved in
their new branch.

Social

It was good to see two new faces
amongst the sicteen at the lunch at
The Angel but why do niot more come
to this enjoyable event?

And why have not more of you put
your names down for the proposed
Poppy Factory wisit! Please contact
Secretary, Betty on 01858 434923,
The after meeting event took the form
of a PowerPoint presentation about
1923, a sort of on screen version of
the Supplement to this newsletter.

Fundraising

The Coffee morning on 23 February
Raised £350 for the Poppy Appeal
thanks to the efforts of the ACF
cadets who served some |20 cups of
coffee and tea, ATC cadets whio made
£100 on the Tombola, and members
on the cake stall, the door, running the
raffie or just attending.

The Poppy Appeal collection at Leices-

ter City FC in Movember and the
auction of shints was up on the prewyi-
ous year and participating Branches’
share should be about £1,000. Thanks
to LOFC, George Fleming, Members
and Friends and our Standard Bearsr
who supported this.

Meeting Hotes

From discussion with the Council, our
Chairman learned that arrangements
for cleaning the War Memorial on The
Square were in hand and that the cost
of over £2000 would be covered by a
donor. The future of the Hospital
Memorial was still being considered.
Also discussed was that the future of
the Garden of Remembrance was in
doubt wntil new storage facilities for
the crosses, etc. were available.
Some of the motions for Mational
Conference were read and others
were available to view. Major changes
to the Royal Charter will be voted on,

Welfare
Two new cases were reponted.

Congnued on Pagse 7

Cowver Phooo Taken on 26 March 2004 at the Anniversary Dinner at
the Market Harborough Golf Club




204 March 1923

This was the heading of a report in
the centre column of page 2 of the
Midland Mail of Friday 23+ March
1923, It started

“Cn Tuesday evening a meeting was
held i the Assembly Rooms at
Market Harborough for the purpose
of endeavouring to form a branch of
the British Legion.’ The meeting was
the result of this announcement the
previous week:

‘BRITISH LEGIOM A Mesting of ex-Sans-
ice Men will be held in the Smoll Assembly
Room Market Horbior-
ough on  Tuesday,
March Zith [923 @
when an address will be
gwven by Mr Coumallor
5 A Bavber (of Mans-
field) ¥Wice Chaiman of
the East Midlonds Areg
Coundgl and Member of
the Mationgl Executive
Counal of the British
Legion. Chair will be
taken @ 8pm by the
Rev H | Escoff, Hon.
Chaplin fo H M
Forces. The object

of the meeting iz to The A.utmhl'r Room after a patriotic mesting in 1914

form a Branch of tha |27 %15 to encourage men to endist. [From Aroesnd Mardoed

Harborough in Qld Photographs colfected by Steph Mastors - 19897

The Small Aszembly Room was probably through the door on
the left of the picture.

Legion in Market
Harborough.”

The Rew. H | T Eascott presided. He
said he had been locking through some
of the pamphlets issued by Legion and
the facts therain simply left one aghast
He wished there had been a larger
attendance but was glad to welcome
those who were present because if
they were bound together in the
Legion they could do something to
allevmite the misery and distress that
was illustrated in those tragic lists.

Councillor Barber of Mansfield said the
Legion had been formed by the amal-
gamation of four chief organisations -
the Officers Association, the Com-
rades of the Great War, the Mational
Federation and the Mational Associa-
tion. The Legion was democratic,

non-party politically and non-sectaran.
It was intended to look after ex-service

Caontinued on p 4




men in every place. The speaker
referred to the efforts of the Legion
for the young man who was deprived
of his trade traming by reason of his
having gone to the war; the successful
establishment of the ship-breaking
yards as a means of alleviating distress
and unemployment; the systems of

loans to enable men

Councillor Petrie of Derby also advo-
cated the claims of the Legion and
gave instances of i influence in local
public work - War Pensions Commit-
tees, local Councils and Boards of
Guardians etc. - where the interests
of ex-service men ‘were
Many things could be done for e=-

involvad.

SErvice men

to start small busi- | by a power-
niesses, which, whilst | ful organisa-
having had a percent- .~ tien which
age of failures, had e they could
been generally suc- - newer hope

cessful. The influance

. o achieve as

of the Legion in influ- individuals.
encing the retention

of the Mmistry of

Pensions was also In reply to
alluded to and the Captain  Jef-

Legion's work i con- g

LB froy  Clark,

nection with pensions el = 2 W bl et Mr Barber
also. They were, said The building on the left was the Corn | said the
the speaker, far from Exchange at the rear of which was the | whole of the
catisfied with the A.I-I-'_El"l"lllhl' Room. They were both funds of the
. . demolished and became the site of the et
administration of war | i SrEANISATIONS
. ) . olden ¥Wonder Offices in Abbey Streer, hie i
pensions in  this rniow converted to shops and miocel had
country today, BUL|  The puilding on the right is Manor been
nothing could ever be |  House, now a hairdresser solon and i.l'l'l.'ilgin'li.tEd
done unless  they |offices. (From The Bock of Market Harborowgh | N the British
made themselves into by J.C.Davies & Michoel c. Brown) Legion.
a powerful body.

Captain Clark said he had every sym-
pathy with the British Legion and
thiought it was an excellent organisa-
tion. He proposed that they formally
establish a branch of the Legion fior
Market Harborough.

That was one reason why Market
Harborough and other bodies cutside
should join wp. The administration
expenses of the Legion were wery
low. In conclusion, the speaker said
they found amongst members of the
Legion that spirit of comradeship
amongst officers and men that existed
in the war.

Ex- Sergeant Major Pierce seconded
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and the resolution was carried unani-
mouskhy.

The first officers of the Branch were
glected as follows:-

Chairman, the Rev H | T Eascott, TF.,
Secretary, Mr Winight, Treasurer, Mr )
Goldsbrough; CTommittes, Major R
Tombnson, Captain Knighton, Captain
Stezdman, Messrs Edgehill & Free-
man, YWarner and Heggs.

Mr Barber s2id the mininmum subscrip-
tion to the Legion was 25 6d; eighteen
pence of this was remitted to Head-
quarters and of that eighteen pence,
spcpence was remitted back to region-
al headquarters.

Commenting on Mr ¥Wright's accept-
ance of the office of Secretary, Captain
Knighton said Mr YWright had taken a
great interest and done 2 great lot of
work on behalf of ex-service men and
they were wery pleased to see him
take this position.

HMr Wright said he had been disap-
pointed with the Comrades Associa-
tion, the mterest in which fell away
altogether. He hoped it would not do
50 with this Legion, and he appealed to
everybody that if they were going to
take it up they shouwld do so whole-
heartedly and make it a swCoess.

The meeting ended with wotes of
thanks ®©o the speakers and the
Chairman.

The abowe & the full transcript of the
newspaper report from which exdrocts
appeared in Fm Fovseeh fanuary [ 997,

Also on Page 1
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Getting down to Business

Just a month after that first meeting
on 20 th April the Midland Mail
carried the followng Public
Announcement

A Meating of ex-Service Men will be
held in the Small Assembly Room,
Market Harborough on Monday &pril,
23rd at 7.30pm. to Enrol Members of
the Local Branch of the British Legion.

And a week later a report in the
Market Harborough & District news
colurmn read:

BRITISH LEGIOM - A meeting in
connection  with  the  Markat
Harborough Branch of the British
Legion was held in the Assembly
Rooms on Monday evening, the Rev
H ) T Eacott . F. presiding. & number
of new members were enrclled and
several more expressed their
imtention of transferring from other
EBranches. The branch already has
several cases in hand in which it is
endeavouring to extend help m
various ways to local ex-service men.
Mr Wright, Coventry Road, i the
Secretary and will be very pleased to
give any particulars.

Ower the followmng early years the
EBranch had its meetings in a variety of
locations including the Adult School,
the Ambulance Hall, the Old
Grammar School, 87 High Street, the
Coventry Road Infants School and
Anholme House (Abbey Strest).

Miscellany

The ‘British Legion Annual Report and
Accounts for 1923 stated on page 28
im ‘Poppy Day Report that Market
Harborough contributed £44-1 | 5-5d°

Whio makes it, has no nead of it
WWho buys it has no use for it
Who uses it can neither see

nor feel it Answer on p 8
Last Month's Puzzle Answer
Drick was 20, in Mavy, in England
Tom was 22, in RAF, in YWales
Harry was 24, in Army, in Scotland

Welfare

If you are aware of any one
who qualifies for, and may
benefit from The Royal British
Legion welfare services please
Conact
Betty Ramsay
01358 434723




From pape 2

It was reported that at their annual
visit to Belgium, the ATC laid a wreath
at the Menin Gate - very good photos
are on Last Post Association VWebsite.

Pathway for Growth

This programme of change for the
Legion was launched in 2000 and
designed to ensure that all four pillars
of the Legion mission (welfare, com-
radeship, representation and remsam-
brance) are delivered more affectivaly
including reaching more of cur bane-
ficiaries in more areas and help them
to address their needs more effec-
tivaly.

The Legion will have a visible high
sirest presendce in |6 major towns and
cities, enabling beneficiaries w get
adwvice and support. The public will be
able to drog in o new walk-in centres
and find out more about what the
Legion does. Staff and members, and
other charities supporting the armed
forces community, will be able to use
office and meesting space.

There will be ather locations, shared
with other charities, to provide drap-
in sessions for advice and information.
A new national call centre and a new
online facility will also be set up.

Members and other volunteers will
still be needed to run the Poppy
Appeal and to deal with local welfare
case work and home and hospital visits.

" MEET IN THE BAR AT NOON
2 APRIL

for good food and good company
Menu
Stuffed pork belly
with mashed pottoes and

apple infused gravy

Baked whit= fish
dressed on crushed new pottoes

topped with creamy parsley sauce

Chicken smrips
in 2 mushroom and @rragon sauce
with roast pottoes

All with a Selection of vegetables
L L L

Mango and coconut Brulee
with a min jug of cream

¥¥arm chocoolate fondant sponge
and wanilla ice-cream

Fresh frumt Salad
Wiith fruity Sorbec
AL L L e L
Coffes and mirks

£8.50 Pay on the day

To book, ring Les Moore (01858
4631 12) before 26 March. To cancel
a booking you rust phone The Angel
{01858 462702) before 10 am on the
day ar you will be charged.




What's Going On2

Forthcoming Events

22 Mar 30 Anpiversary Dinner
7 for 730 pmi. MH Galf

Club. Raffle prizes please.
General meeting and a
Talk by Rev John Marley

10 Apr

12 Apr
Tickets £7.50 Tel 01536
763438 or 355962
15 Apr  AMZAC Day
B May Social event at Peaker
Park in lieu of Branch
meeting.

18719 May MNational Annual
Conference, Llandudno
RMA Greyhouwnd cuting

details on 01858 465502

B Jun M H Carnival with Float

8 stall.

12 Jun Branch Meeting and a
iz by Janet & Brian Lee

I5 Jun County Half-year
Conferance at M H
Conservative Club
2% Jum  AFD Service and Parade
Leicester Cathedral

2% Jun Mational Armed Forces
Cray - Mottngham

30 Jun M H Armead Forces Day
Armed Forces Day Event

22 May

HMusic & song at Desbore’

Feawures “The First Anzac Day’, &

Branch Contacts

Chadrnman
Johin Standish Ol16 2404170

mbrbichairi@hotmail co.uk

Wice Chairman & Publicity
Rev. john Morley 01858 419714
revimorieyD talktalk_net

Secretary, YWelfare & Youth
Batty Ramsay 01858 4345923
betty. ramsopiDhotmailco.uk

Treasurer & Membership
Secretary
Myra Grewcock 01858 413517
myragrewcock ([lsupanet com
8 Holdenby Close, MH. LEI& BJE

Poppy Appeal
Dave Pricr 01358 540431

or 07702 304430
paa_rblifibtinternat com

Standard Bearer
Hilary Brazil /o 01858 434923

Monthly Lunches
Les Moore 01858 463112

In Touch - Editor

Tom Ashmore 01853 433108
tashmore@ukvet net

2 The Pastures, MH LEI& EA

Branch ¥ ebsite
www.britishlegion.org.ukibranches/

( In Towch Mext Month J

Swom to Secrecy’ (in Barlin) markat-harborough
The views expressed In fils newsietfer are those of the authars and oo nat Recessanly
represent those of the Editor or the Marke! Harborowgh Branch. The edifor reserves the
right to deckde what is to be published and fo et materal submitted. No part may be
reproduced without prior permission. WO B - JSMASUE 3[TINg
The newsletter ks online at www.britishiegion.org uk/branches/market-harborough
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It Happened in

Those who had a Wireless Set like this and tuned in
po s@ton 2O from this Savoy Hill studio of the
British Broadcasting
Company, which had
been formed on 18
Cctober, could keep
| up to date with the
news and other
| programmes. &

receiving Licence i
was required, costing ten shillings, (about £23 in *| pya
today's money). The Rodie Times first appeared 1= -
three weeks before the BEC actually existed. [HIE, R CLAL CGAH OF THE B B.C.

The Cimema, such as the Electric on the Sguare in Market Harborough, was
another source of Mews and entertzinment, although sll withowt sound.
Mews reels by Pathe showed events of the day such as a huge fire in
Hartlepool, the Royal YWedding the General
B Election and the FA Cup Final at the new Wem-
¥ bley Stadium where the enormous crowd which
4 had overflowed on to the pitch was eventually
| cleared by Billy, the mounted Police White Horse.
Play started 45 minutes lateand ended in a 2-0
victory for Bolton Yanderers over YWest Ham.

What most people relied on for news was the dailty Mewspaper of which there
- ware bwenty-five national ticles ncludlng the Chronicle,
zraphic, Herald, Mews,
Morning Post  and
Evening Standard. As
now they relied on
advertising products
such as these or
entertainment like the
Midnight Follies Crchestra and other popular dance
bands performing at the big London hotels, the
Hammersmith Palais, Cafe de Paris and the newly
cpened Lyons Corner House in the Strand.




January

February

March

Some Notable Months

The “Big Four” Railway companies were formed
as a result of the Railways Act 1521

London and Morth Eastern Railway
LMER) The Flying Scotsman, its most
farncus locomotive entered service. It
s retired from regular service in 1963
aiter covering 2,076,000 miles

Great Western Railway [(GWER)
The only one of the earlier companies
to retain its name. k was called by
some "God's Wonderful Railway™ and
by others the "Great Way Round”

London Midland and
Scoctish Railway (LM35) was
the world's largest transport
Crganisation, the larpest
commearcial business in the
British Empire and the United

Kingdom's second largest
employer, after the Post
Ciffice.

Southern Railway (3R} Ik
served Southern England and
operated a number of farmous
named trains, including the
Brighton Balle, the
Bournemouth Belle, and the
Golden Arrow.

..1,_“
o

Wednesday, Tthe
e &

o

Mrs julms-:m gave birth to a son, Tony, on

The tomb of Tutenkhamun,
the |1+ pharach of the |8+
Ciynasty of Ancient Egypt was
. opened on the |&th following
its discovery m 1922 by the
archaeolist Howard Carter.

Harborough
Branch of the
British Legion
was formed on
the 20th,

Patrick Moore was born on
the 4th. He became Sir
Patrick Moore CBE, FRS,
FRAS, best known for his BBC
series The Sky at Might. He
died on 9 December, 2012,




April & May

September to December

Prince Albert, Duke of York (later King George Y1),
and Lady Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon married on 26
April. In a break with tradition,
their wedding was a public affair
at VWestminster Abbey instead of
at a royal chapel. It was not
broadcast on the radic because
the Archbishop of Canterbury

p was concerned that men might
listen to it n public houses.

In rural Hunts, Tom Ashmore .
was bormn on the 30th.

In London,
:.I striking dockers
marched for better
y pay and working
i .H-n-,"' - conditions.
it ' A The employers had

= proposed a reduction in wages from 8s to 5= 6d for
= the fowr-hour mimirmarn employment period.

rmassive earthquake
struck off the coast of
|apan causing

=Ny devastation in Tokyo
= and other cities as well
as a tsunami.

In Germany inflation had made bank
notes worthless and were used as
fuel and playthings. A loaf of bread

cost| billion marks in Movember.

That meonth in Britzin Bill =9
Comom was born on the Y
Ird and posters appeared for the Earl Haig Fund. The

first broadeast of Big Ben was on 3 Ist December. :




These also appeared in 1923
"r _-- = '.II 0" i g

L ey

Transport for those who cowld
afford their own

This supplement to the Annirersary issue of In Touch has been compiled by
Tom Ashmore from events and images from 1523 mosdy found on the Internec



