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Important dates

23 March 2026 Annual Conference in-person attendee registration deadline

6 April 2026 Annual Conference virtual attendee registration deadline

20 April 2026 (6pm — 7.30pm) Membership Townhall [click here to join on the day]



https://trbl.sharepoint.com/:v:/s/Events/IQCSloLgClsdSp0HGhBYuaQeAe3V-lJ2_GUPZL5esoi9LEw?e=TMUqh9
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Voting in this year's RBL elections
Civica Election Services has now distributed a candidate booklet and ballot papers to branches. This
is a great opportunity for members to have a say on RBL’s governance by electing some key

leadership roles.

Your branch will hold a general meeting where members can come together to consider candidates

for Trustees and Membership Council representatives (where applicable).

Voting is open from 2 March — 9 April for four Trustee roles and the West Midlands Membership
Council elections. The voting window for Northern Ireland and Republic of Ireland Membership

Council election is open from 16 March — 23 April. See the candidate statements and CVs.

Remembering the Irag War — national and local commemorations

May 2026 will mark the 15th anniversary of the end of Iraq war and the RBL is proud to honour the
extraordinary service of those who took part in Operation Telic. We are hosting a daytime
commemorative event at the National Memorial Arboretum, Staffordshire, at 12pm on Friday 22 May
2026.

We warmly welcome those who served with the British Armed Forces, their families and the bereaved

to reqister their interest in attending. We will remember the lives lost and those affected and will pay

tribute to the professionalism and dedication of the men and women who served, from the initial

invasion to the crucial rebuilding of Iraqi institutions and infrastructure.

35th Anniversary of the Gulf War

This year also marks the 35th anniversary of the end of the Gulf War. We remember this

transformative conflict and the men and women who served.

Operation Desert Storm was launched following Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait and its subsequent refusal
to withdraw following UN sanctions. As such, a massive US-led coalition force of almost one million
service personnel was assembled from 34 countries. The UK deployed 53,000 men and women of
its Armed Forces.

The UK'’s contribution, through Operation GRANBY, was vital in the air, sea and land operations that
achieved a swift and resounding military resolution. Yet this came at a high price: during the conflict
392 coalition service personnel died, and among their number were 47 members of the British Armed

Forces.


https://trbl.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/Events/IgDnk4QDOXstQYLZRyAoBKdsAbtkC5Ze81YPwKxxRR3QzN8?e=09Ta61&xsdata=MDV8MDJ8TWVtYmVyc2hpcENvbW1zQGJyaXRpc2hsZWdpb24ub3JnLnVrfDQ4Y2QwOTI4Zjc1MDQyMmMyZTc5MDhkZTc1NTc0ZmYyfDljMWI5OTE2NjI5MDQ1M2ZhMWMzYTYwZjIyYTc5YmMwfDB8MHw2MzkwNzcyMTUwNTYyNjY4Mjd8VW5rbm93bnxUV0ZwYkdac2IzZDhleUpGYlhCMGVVMWhjR2tpT25SeWRXVXNJbFlpT2lJd0xqQXVNREF3TUNJc0lsQWlPaUpYYVc0ek1pSXNJa0ZPSWpvaVRXRnBiQ0lzSWxkVUlqb3lmUT09fDB8fHw%3d&sdata=dDhtMGJwZXJzbTQxc0YrMlVhZUFQajk1NExNLzNld2pybUR5dmw5NEp1WT0%3d
https://rbl.org.uk/telic15o
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We remember the crucial service of the personnel who contributed to the Gulf War and the lives of
the members of the British Armed Forces that were lost. Discover more at Remembering the Gulf
War.

May 2026 election guidance for members
Ahead of the council elections taking place in England and the elections to the Welsh and Scottish
Parliaments on 7 May, members are kindly reminded that RBL is bound by charity and electoral

law and must therefore remain politically impartial.

If you are aware of any political visits or events involving RBL property or members, please contact

publicaffairs@britishlegion.org.uk so we can provide support if needed and monitor RBL’s

balanced engagement accurately.

If you are involved in campaigning for a political party or candidate, please ensure this work is kept
separate from RBL activity. E.g.:
¢ Conducting party-political activities on a different social media platform than those you use
for your RBL work.
¢ Notincluding RBL’s name in any autobiographical information on election materials or
websites.

o Never using the poppy on any party-political material

Thank you for your cooperation. If you have any queries, please contact

publicaffairs@britishlegion.org.uk.

Click and collect at Annual Conference

Will you be attending Annual Conference in-person in Brighton? This year all members can benefit

from free click and collect with Poppy Shop orders!

Get the most out of your member-exclusive 15% Poppy Shop discount and avoid disappointment

by placing a click and collect order no later than midnight 30 April. Find out more about Poppy

Shop click and collect orders here. You can register to attend Annual Conference in-person or

online via our website.

Get more from the Membership Forum

The Membership Forum, a much-loved part of the Annual Conference agenda in which members

can directly ask questions to a panel of senior leaders, will return at Annual Conference 2026.


https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/remembrance/stories/the-gulf-war
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/remembrance/stories/the-gulf-war
https://britishlegion.sharepoint.com/sites/Membership/Shared%20Documents/Membership%20Communications%20Team/Central%20News/2026/March%202026/publicaffairs@britishlegion.org.uk
mailto:publicaffairs@britishlegion.org.uk
https://trbl.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/Events/IQC2C2aX0FSaTIScTNiMPEfWAQLflRlnDTewBtHAWtAMvJI?e=nhXKwQ
https://trbl.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/Events/IQC2C2aX0FSaTIScTNiMPEfWAQLflRlnDTewBtHAWtAMvJI?e=nhXKwQ
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/membership/members-hub/annual-conference
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This year, we’re delighted that online attendees will now have the option to dial in during the forum
and directly ask the panel their questions, rather than through the chat.* Additionally, attendees
can also pre-submit their forum questions using this form. If your branch is planning to attend, why

not discuss the questions you’d like to ask at your next meeting and pre-submit them?

Register to attend in-person or online via our website. The deadline to register is midday 23 March

for in-person attendees, and midday 6 April for virtual attendees. Look out for the provisional

agenda and other information in the March Circular, 12 March.

*We’re committed to a smooth roll out of this improved experience at Annual Conference 2026 and

appreciate the patience and understanding of all attendees as we pilot it for the first time this year.

Catch up on our Membership Townhall
Thank you to everyone who joined our first Membership Townhall of 2026. In this open session we
heard an overview of RBL’s key services and support, an update on Armed Forces engagement,

and more. If you missed it, you can watch the recording here and read a summary of key questions

and discussed themes.

Save the date for our next Membership Townhall — Monday 20 April, 6pm — 7.30pm, join on the
day using this link.

Help to shape new connection opportunities for our members online

Last year we launched our first special interest group for members, the Gamer’s Group. This

year, we’'ll be launching more online special interest groups to enable our members to connect

through their common interests, wherever they are in the world.

We’re keen to find out the most popular interests among our members to inform the development
of future special interest groups and bring people together. Please spare a few minutes

to complete this form, thank you.

Thank you for reading! The next edition of Central News is due to be published Tuesday 7 April


https://forms.office.com/e/Rh70iGeDvZ
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/membership/members-hub/annual-conference
https://trbl.sharepoint.com/:v:/s/Events/IQCSloLgClsdSp0HGhBYuaQeAe3V-lJ2_GUPZL5esoi9LEw?e=TMUqh9
https://trbl.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/Events/IQCvOenk9610QKZNPwg5hYl2AQA_Xf4Z9mijM5fGDDfwCS4?e=s6UHYD
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_MzQwMGY4NDItNjVmNC00ODAzLTg0ZjItNmFjZDI2OWRmZGY5%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%25229c1b9916-6290-453f-a1c3-a60f22a79bc0%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%25228b667744-2628-4780-8139-26143a82299d%2522%257d&data=05%7C02%7CSByrne1%40britishlegion.org.uk%7Ce932573b86a34abeebe308de6b1b603b%7C9c1b99166290453fa1c3a60f22a79bc0%7C0%7C0%7C639065962482140294%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=m1YDsHpto7Yh7oU68YiZhPYX8Phi3V8TKY3V2PojveM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_MzQwMGY4NDItNjVmNC00ODAzLTg0ZjItNmFjZDI2OWRmZGY5%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%25229c1b9916-6290-453f-a1c3-a60f22a79bc0%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%25228b667744-2628-4780-8139-26143a82299d%2522%257d&data=05%7C02%7CSByrne1%40britishlegion.org.uk%7Ce932573b86a34abeebe308de6b1b603b%7C9c1b99166290453fa1c3a60f22a79bc0%7C0%7C0%7C639065962482140294%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=m1YDsHpto7Yh7oU68YiZhPYX8Phi3V8TKY3V2PojveM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbranches.britishlegion.org.uk%2Fbranches%2Frbl-gamers-group%2Fgeneral-info%2F%3Futm_source%3DThe%2520Royal%2520British%2520Legion%2520Charity%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3D15316879_January26%2520Military%2520Membership%2520Newsletter%26utm_content%3DRBL%2520Gamers%2520Group%2520webpage%26dm_t%3D0%2C0%2C0%2C0%2C0%2C0%2C0%2C0&data=05%7C02%7CLWates%40britishlegion.org.uk%7Cef6b4a42511d45c5c31f08de761d91d1%7C9c1b99166290453fa1c3a60f22a79bc0%7C0%7C0%7C639078066528326848%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LFHReBzlbDeVdwchXpePGK82xGpugjsQsQtkFxl2xKU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3DFpkbnJBiP0Whw6YPIqebwDV-3x87Ra5AuDjHCWrBdLRURFFHUDg0R1BTNjAxSEs3S0xLNVE0ODVMMC4u&data=05%7C02%7CLWates%40britishlegion.org.uk%7Cef6b4a42511d45c5c31f08de761d91d1%7C9c1b99166290453fa1c3a60f22a79bc0%7C0%7C0%7C639078066528344363%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SFG77qulZS24E8rv04yG04hhyc07ipz1Voozh2qQc%2Bo%3D&reserved=0

