Poetry Competition organised by the Royal British Legion
Introduction.
The Market Harborough Branch of the Royal British Legion announces the launch of a poetry competition to coincide with the period of annual Remembrance.

Theme
The theme for the competition will be ‘Remembrance in the context of the Royal British Legion’
The scope of the poems could range from the work of the Royal British Legion, the association of the Royal British Legion with the Poppy Appeal, particular soldiers or military actions and events, the families of military personal, but we want to leave as much as we can to the interpretation by the entrants.

Classes
There will be 4 classes – 
Class 1 – Aged 7 to 11
Class 2 – Aged 12 to 14
Class 3 – Aged 15 to 18
Class 4 – Open age group
The entrants in Classes 1 to 3 should fall into the age range as at 7 November 2011.

Rules
Available from Harborough Mail offices, by e-mail from mhrblchair@hotmail.co.uk, or via the Branch web site www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/market-harborough 
All poems must have a title and must not exceed 40 lines in length (excluding title). 
Entries must be relevant to the theme of the competition and must be the original work of the entrant.
The poem must not have been published, self-published, published on a website or broadcast before November 7 2011.
Entries can be either typed or hand written. If hand written they must be legible, entries which cannot be read in their entirety by the judges will be disqualified.
The entrants full name, address and telephone number should be written on the reverse of the poem and the class they are entering. For those in Classes 1 to 3 the date of birth should also be included and those under 16 should have their parents or teachers counter signature.
Only one poem which must be written in English, per entrant
Poems may span two pages but pages must not be printed double sided. 
A panel of 3 judges will judge the entries and their decision is final and neither the judges nor the Royal British Legion will enter into any correspondence.
The copyright of each poem remains with the author. However, authors of the winning poems, by entering the competition, grant the Market Harborough Branch of the Royal British Legion the right to publish and/or broadcast their poem for one year from November 11 2011. Use of the poems elsewhere during this time is subject to permission from the Branch which shall not be unreasonably withheld.
Entries
Closing date will be 5pm on Monday 7th November, entries received after this time will not be considered by the judges.
Entries can be submitted by post to The RBL Poetry Competition, 5 Manor Rd, Fleckney, Leicestershire, LE8 8TN. Alternatively they can be left at the offices of the Harborough Mail.
The winners will be announced on Friday 11 November.
Entries cannot be returned.
Prizes
Vouchers will be awarded to the winners of each group plus the overall winner.
It is hoped to present the winners with their prizes before the Royal British Legion Remembrance Concert to be held at the Baptist Church on November 19th and for the overall winner to read their poem at the concert. (Tickets for concert can be obtained from ABC Music and R D Jeacock priced £5 each)
The overall winner will be invited to read their poem (or have it read on their behalf) during the Sunset Ceremony organised by the Royal British Legion to be held at 4pm in the Memorial Gardens on Saturday 12 November. The winning entries may be be published in the Harborough Mail and read out on HFM. They will be published in the British Legion Branch News Letter, on its web site and other places as the Branch may feel appropriate.
