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Maxych on the Band

The scund and spectacle of the
Massed Bands of the Housshold
Division on the concert platfom IS
something quite special - and what
a treal it was last weekend when a
small group from the Royal Naval
Association visited the Royal Albert
Hall. The bands of the Cokdstream
Guards, the Life Guards, The Blues
and Royals, the Grenadier Guard s,
the Scois, Insh and Welsh Guards,
preduced music that kept the audi-
ence enthralled. The programime
was a well judged mixture of miitary
music, music from the shows and
Big Band numbers all Dacked up by
the word tamous Comps of Dnums.
The Pipe Band of the Manchester
branch of the Scots Guards Asso-
clation were resplendent in their
kilts, buf my favourtte piece was

The Gael, wihich is the theme from
the 1992 film, The last of the Mahi-
cans, which is so atmospheric and
was played magniicently.

The bwo vocalist were Haley
Westenra who will be remembered
far launching the 2009 Poppy Ap-
peal with Dame Vera Lynn and Ser-
geant John Hooper of the Irish

Guards,
The programme was presented by

Hannah Gordon of television fame.
The performancs was rounded off
with the Reqimental marches of
each guards regiment - | can 1l
you - not a dry eve in the house!

A wonderful evening.

Submited by Fat and Mike Middie-
Tom

ANGEL

HOTED RESTAIL TR AT

37 High St, Market Harboroug h
LETE TAF. Tel 01858 462702

* A family owned hotel with 28 en-
suite rooms

*Function room for private paries
*Family restaurant serving evening
meals and traditional Sumdy uinch

* afternoon teas (Apr 1o Sepl)
* Lounge bar - a great place 1o enjioy
a drink with friends

Waiting to Welcome You

Roger Williamson

Passed away suddenly but
paacafully at home in Leices-
teraged 74.

Betty Jeacock

Fassed away suddanly after a
[ong ilness 9 Moy aged 83

Welfare

ITyou are aware of any ong who
qualifies for, and who may benefit
fram, the Royal British Legion
wellare services pleasa contact

Betty Ramagay
01858 434923




Marhket Harborough
Home Guard.

I am grateful io Brian Thomas for
this imfomation taken from the bar-
ket Harborough Home Guard Com-
pany Roll.

The information seems to cover the
penod from summer 1940 to sum-
mer 1941. The Commanding Officer
is recorded as Major E G Gillilan
DS0 JPwith a [ater pencll entry of
Z T Lea. The second in command
was Wilfred Chapman Gandy.

The Company was divided info 7
Platoons and as one might expect
the ages ranged from 17 o 65. Al-
lowing for some transfers between
Platoons the number of men who
are recorded were as follows. No 1
Platoon — 95 men, Mo 2 Plaioon —
S0 men, No 2 Platoon, - 93 men, No
4 Platoon (known as Symington's
Factory Platoon) — 107 men, Mo &
Platoon {(known as Gt Bowden Pla-
toond, - 52 men, Mo 6 Platoon (Know
as Railway Platoon) — 51 men, No ¥
Platoon (known as Harborough Air-
craft Flatoon) 103 men. A grand
total of nearty 500 men

It i= interesting to note that there
was originally a Telephone Linit but
the members were transfemed o
the General PO strength.

Also interesting is the recording of
[wo members as "Bell ringears” no
doubl changed wilh ringing the bells
in the event of Invasion, and two
recorded as Roof Spotters in the
Harborough Aircraft Factory Pla-
[oGn.

From the notes i is possible (o ses
when men left to join HM Forces.
There are a few entrigs showing

SOME men were dismissed under
Company orders, one can only con-
jecture at the reason as it is not
siated in the record, but in one case
the reason is given — Tound to be
under age'. Another man is noted as
transferring to the ATC on & June
1541. There 5 a small insight into
the training In the penod Junefdury
1241, On ¥ June 24 men underook
guard duty with the Lewis gun and
bayonet training was undertaken on
10 June by 24 men. The golif course
was put into use on 13 June when
19 men used il Tor "judging dis-
tance’.

A fascinating glimpse into the Home
Guard, | am sure there is much
micre iInformation around, who
knows perhaps our members can
add to the stony?

More Church

Humour
More from the Parish magazine

Don't let worry Kill you off- let the
Chureh help

Faor those who have children and

don't know it we have a nursery
downstairs.

Weightwatchers will meet at the
church at Ypm, please use the large
double doors at the side

Potluck Supper, Sunday at Spm.
Frayer and medication 1o follow.

The Reclor will preach his farewell

serrncn ater which the choir will
sing ‘Break Forth Inlo Joy'

The sermon this morning "Jesus
Walks on Water” The sermon 1o-
night ‘Searching for Jesus'




Branch ACM
The following were unanimaously
elected
President mMr Brian Marshall
Vice Presidents Mrs Con Halsall
and Mr Mark Hudson
Chairman mMr John Standish
Vice Chairman Rev John Morey
Secretary Miss Betty Ramsay
Treasurer rMrs Myra Grewcock
Committes re-elected en block
Presentations Badges were pre-
sented to new members Peler
Johnson and Ray Powell.
Chairman's Report Mark Hudson
thanked the Commilize, in particular
the secretary and treasurer for their
suppart during the year. He com-
mented that 200910 had been an-
ciner successil year and that
membership numbers were still
Mucibding wgp.
Treasurers Report Myra Grew-
cock reported the accounts were
with the auditors. Eeneral fund bal-
ance was £2140 and weifare fund
£1797. She appealed for the 82
members who still pay by cash to
consider swilching fo direci debil,
this saves her a lot of work.
Welfare Report Betty Ramsay
paid tribute 10 the work of Vida Ed-
wards on the welfare frant. vida
sadly passed away earlier this year.
The tranch now has 3 frained case
workers. Last year County spent
£254, 000 on welfare aclivities .
Poppy Appeal Dave Pryar re-
ported that the branch had raised
£22 B0O0 last year. This was slightry
dawn on the previous perod it was
an wnfair comparison as the previ-
ous penod coversd 16 months.

Social Team Glenys Hocking Da-
vies reported on the many aclivities
organised by the social t=am, of
particular success were the monthly
branch lunches.

Ineoming Chairman's Report
Mr Standish reported as follows
Firsity let me pay my iribute 1o Mark,
our outgoing Chaimman. The branch
owes a lot 1o Mark Tor his leadership
ower the recent years, he is, along
with all the Chairmen before him, &
verny hard act to folow

It is with some trepidation that | take
on this rode and | hope | can be as
successiul as my predecessorns
Obwiously | cannot guarantee that
but |'will ensure that | give all | can
io the posi, and to the Branch, for
ihe time | am in offiice

The Branch has a three year plan
which is aligned with the County
and National plans. To support this
plan | Tee! that the branch shouldl
address 4 things in parlicular_ It is
far the branch members to decide
and if the majority do not wani to do
any of these things then so be i1

So what are the 4 areas?

To aclively canvas for new mem-
bers, particularly those with local
conneciions who are still serving or
recently et the senices. There is
resurgence in interest in the Legion
and support for our service men and
women at a national level and we
should fake advantage of this 1o in-
Crease our membership

To engage more with young people
and find ways where they can take
a more active part in branch activi-
fies. We must be more proactive,
the youth is the fuiure of the Legion




and we neglect them at our peril

To increase the awareness of the
branch in the local area. We have a
lot 1o be proud of in this branch; it
has thrived where others have done
less well. 1 is important to support
any recruiting drive, increased n-
gagement with the youth or getting
=suppart of the local population that
we shout louder and longer through
the media.

Finalty to support the above we may
need to broaden the scops of our
meetings and outside events, and
this is no criticism of the Social
Commiltee who have dong a ster-
ling job in the past. Attendance at
meetings is good but if we are to
recruit and maintain members with
an active interest and engagement
in the branch we may have to
broaden our social activities,

S0 several ideas Dut it you agree
with any of them they will not come
o fruition withowt your active help
and support. | know we are always
reluctant 1o valunteer, senice lite
taught many of you not to volunieer
and mosi people are shy of putting
their names forward as il seems
‘pushy’ and not the dane thing
Please don't leave it to others ar
say 10 your sell | can’t do it 1T you
have he enthusizasm you can
achieve 50 much.

| would like particularly to appoint a
Branch Media Communications Of-
ficer and a Branch Recruiting OfM-
cer o help progress things. If you
would like to help with these ideas
or athar branch aclivities please kol
me Know, we ean discuss hem in
more detail.

Stubborn as a mule
Although | was trained with motor-
ised transport in Morth Afnca. |
found myself fighting jungle warfare
against the Japanese.

Figntimg In the dense jungle was
merve-racking and movement was
mainly by compass. Officers took 1o
remoying rank insignia as the Japa-
nese cleary recognised the ranks
and targeted them at every opportu-
nity. Slealh was essential but a 1a-
milliar shaut from the depths of the
jungle was ‘Tommy where are you',
needless to say no reply was given.
My grandfather was a sheppard and
myy first experience of mules was
when | was officer in Burma and
given the responsibility of re-
supplying ammunition. The hand
grenade was the preferred ammuni-
fion as the jungle fighting was often
al Close quarers

The mules could carmy quite Reawy
loads bul perhaps the best thing
about them was they acled as pro-
tector 10 1he roops. They seemed 1o
kncw when the enemy was near
and stood stock slill. This was the
signal for us o send a reconnais-
sance patrol and only when they
had checked the route was clear
WOUK we move an.

I was disappointed when the mule
was returned 1o hase and we were
ordered to proceed by river in a na-
tive boal called a sampan. Howevear
when we reached the river we Tound
that all the boats had been holed by
the Japanese and we had to resort
1o a more traditional animal,
‘shank’s pony’, but that is another
story.

Submitied by Kenneth Hamson




Tomb of the Un-
known 5Soldier, Ar-
lington Cemetery

For a soldier to apply Tor guard dulty
at the tomb, he must be between 5
10" and &' 2' tall and his waist size
cannoi exceed 20,

They must commit 2 years of life to
quard the tomb, live in a barracks
under the tomib, and cannot drink
any alcohol an or off duty for 1he
rest af thalr Ives. Thé’y‘ cannint
swear in publc for the rest of their
Iives and cannot disgrace the uni-
Torm o the Tomib in anyway

After two years, the guard Is given 3
wreaih pin that is wom on the lapel
signifying they served as guard of
he fomb. There are onby 400 pres-
enihy wom. The guard must cbey
these rules for the rest of their lives
ar give up the wreath pin.

The shoes are specially made with
very thick soles to keep the heat
and cokd from their feet. There ang
melal hael plates that extend 1o the
top of the shoe in arder to make the
lowd click as they come o a halt.

Puzzle Corner

Ln-scramble the following sets of
letters to find words which have
something n common. YWhat 15 it?

AAEILNNNPSVY (12)
AACHILNNOORRT (5.8)
AEIMNNOST (9)
CIINNO33W (9)
AEEHHIMNPRSIW (3, 9)
AAIILNOSU (9)

Every guard spends five hours a
day getting his unfarms ready for
guard There are no wrinkles, fokls
or lint on the unifonm. Guards dress
for duty in front of a Tull-length mir-
Fioir

For the Tirst six months of duty a
guard cannct talk tz anyong nor
watch TV All of duty time is spent
studying the 175 notable people lakd
to rest in Arlington Hational Ceme-
tery. A guard must memorise who
they are and where they are in-
terrad.

The tomb has been patrolled con-
tinuously, 24 hours a day 7 days a
week, since 1930 In 2003 as Hurml-
cang [sabelle was approaching
Washington, DC, the LS Senale/
House ook 2 days off in anticipation
of the storm. On the ABC svening
news, it was reported thal because
of the dangers from the huricans,
the military members assigned the
duty of guarding the Tomb of the
Lnknown Solder wers given per-
mission fo suspend the assignment.
They respectiully deciined the offer,
"No way, 3irl”

Soaked o the skin, marching in the
pelting rain of a ropical storm, hey
sald that guarding the Tomb was
nok just an assignm=nt, it was the
highest honour that can be afforded
0 a SEMvice person

Guards are changed every thirty
minutes and =ach Guard takes 21
sleps [0 walk across he Tomb and
pauses for 21 seconds after each
about turn. This alludes to the
twenty-one gun salute which is the
highest honour given any military or
Tareign dignitany.




Christmas Lunch
Menu
January 4th

Startar

Salad of Atlantic Prawn with dill &
lemon mayonnaise dressing

Chilled melon with mandarins and
passion fruit coulis

Chicken liver pate with chutney
zerved with rustic bread

Main
Owen roasted turkey with tradi-
tional festive timmings

Baked salmon on crushed new
potatoes with dill and while wine
Salce

Fzast loin of British pork with
sage, apple and onion stuffing,
gravy and roast polatoss

All served with @ medley of fresh
seasoned vegetables

Caramelised anion and goats
cheese tarts with spicy tomato
sauce and roast potatoes (W)

Sweat

Chnstmas pudding with brandy
custard
Meringus roulade with compote of
fruit
Fresh frutt salad

Coffee and mints

The Christmas lunch will

take place on 4th January
see adjacent column for the
menu

Places for this meal are restricted
1o 60 and should be reserved in
the first instance by contacting
your own association ie if ex RAF
contact Margaret Cator (RAFA),
ex BN contact Pat Middleton
{RNA) or Glenys (RBL)
bafore 8 December

Cancellations on the day to
Glanys Hocking-Dawies 01858

467825 before 11 am.
Ir GlEI’I'g,l'S 1= not avallable IJHDHE

the Angel 01858 462702 before
11am or the meal will b2 charged

The cost for this
sumptuous traditional
Christmas Lunch will be
£12-50

feet in the bar at noon
Please note there is no

branch luneh in
December.




20 Mov  Branch Remembrance
Concert with
Harborough Band.
Baptist Church
Coveniry Rd 7-30pm.

24 Nov 5t John's Ambulance
invite RBL memisers
to a talk by the ‘medal
man'. Ambutance Hall,
Abbey 3t, Zpm for 2-
0. Refreshments
available for 2 amall
donation.

9 Dec Branch meeting -

Jan 8 County Conference

Mext meeting
Please note next meeting is
on Thursday 9 December

Puzzle Corncr—Answcy
They are all American States ie
Fennsylvania
Morth Carclina
Minnesota
Wisconsin
Mew Hampshire
Louisiana

Branch Contacts
Secretary

Betty Ramsay
01858 434523

Treasurer & Membership
Secretary
Myra Grewrcock
¥ Gapstile Close,
Desborough, MN14 2TZ
015636 Te2228

Poppy Appeal
Dave Pryor
01858 431999

Wraaths
John Liddal
01858 465003

Standard Bearer
Gearge Fleming
01858 462711

Social & Fund Raising
Glenys Hocking-Davies
01858 467835

Editor - In Towuch
John Standish
9 Manor Rd
Fleckney, LE2 8TH
Tel - 0116 2404170

in-toucheditor@hotmail .couk
Kext Commitize Mesling 2 Dec

And Finally

More of the London underground
i open than iz in a tunnel.

The most popular tounst route is
Leicester Sg to Covent Gdn - it is
quicker to walk than travel by tube

The aws expressad i (i newsisllarn are hose of Uhe authars and do nof  Mocsessanily raoe-

sant fhose of the eddoror the Marke!

Aranch.

The editor resenes fhe rgfd fo decide what (5 o be published and fo edit mefenal and no part
of I Tosch My be reprodiced watfiowt s pnor Dermrssion.
The newsladfer o anling af W Driishlagion.ong. uk/branch esrank ef-Rarboro.gh.
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