
London Remembers Parade - Sunday 2.00pm 23 September 2012 
Service and Sunset Ceremony, incorporating the Greater London District Annual 
Parade 
Thanks to the inspiration of the Reg Burton - District Parade Marshal, supported by ‘Stan the 
Man’ - District Ceremonial Officer ,  the inaugural Greater London District Parade took place on 
Sunday 23 September 2012.  This was the first official ceremony the newly dedicated Greater 
London District Standard took part in.  On the day of the much anticipated District Parade a good 
show of Standards from The Royal British Legion, Legion Women's Section, RNA, ARMY, RAFA 
Associations, Cadet Forces and London Fire Brigade turned out - 32 standards in all.  

 

The Ghurkhas and Chelsea Pensioners were also present along with the Immediate Past 
National Chairman - Peter Cleminson and his wife Una.  The Mayor of Richmond - Rita Palmer 
attended the Service which was conducted by Rev. Canon Robert Titley at St Mary Magdalene 
Church in Richmond.  
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Despite the horrendous weather spirits were high 
and the buzz of people meeting up with all the 
various standards, colours, uniforms and medals 
on show, promised a good day ahead.  
Unfortunately the High Street March had to be 
abandoned due to unrelenting rain.   

Reg Burton giving directions to Standard Bearers 
in St Mary Magdalene Church 

 

 

The Surbiton Royal British Legion Youth 
Marching Band performed ‘Abide With Me, Fast 
Falls the Eventide’ at the Sunset Ceremony in the 
Richmond Branch HQ club hall.  This was 

followed by the dipping of the 
Standards.  Refreshments were then served 
allowing all to catch up on past times and new 
beginnings, bringing a pleasant close to the day. 

For the full gallery of photos of the day please go 
online to the GLD website:- 

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-
london/london-membership/district-parade-23-
september/ 

  

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london/london-membership/district-parade-23-september/
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london/london-membership/district-parade-23-september/
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london/london-membership/district-parade-23-september/
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Greetings from the District 
Secretary 
To herald the start of the Olympics a Turner Prize 
winning artwork – ‘All the Bells’ - by Martin Creed, 
invited everyone to ring any bell anywhere at 
8.30am on 27 July for 3 minutes.  

 

The BBC – albeit last minute – invited Legion 
members to join them on the HMS Belfast and at 
Big Ben for broadcasting live on Breakfast TV. I 
donned my Legion branded T-Shirt and 
positioned myself at the front of the crowded deck 
of the ‘old warhorse’ only to be joined by the 
Culture Secretary - Jeremy Hunt.  The bells rung 
out loud and for what felt like a very long 3 
minutes.  Unfortunately time does fly and the 
slightly deflated feelings once the games were 
over are soon diminished and before I knew it I 
find September has arrived and I’m on my way to 
The GLD London Remembers Parade.  The 
gathering together of Standard Bearers, cadets, 
various associations and officials was a sight to 
behold - with all the richness of Standards being 
assembled along with the ceremonial 
proceedings – I thought, without doubt this is 
something the Legion does very well. 

London – We did it Right 

The 2012 Games have been a sensational 
success with this great City of ours proving itself 
worthy of hosting this mammoth Global event.  
These Olympics/Paralympics have shown what 
can be achieved when the people of London pull 
together towards a common ground and aspire to 
give their best; appreciate and acknowledge 
everyone's efforts and be inspirational and 
creative.  

History of Paralympic Games  
The Paralympic movement was founded at Stoke 
Mandeville by pioneering neurologist Professor 
Sir Ludwig Guttmann and his team in 1948.  After 
working at an English military hospital for head 
injuries, Dr Guttmann became head of the new 
National Spinal Injury Centre (NSIC) at Stoke 
Mandeville Hospital.  He had witnessed the 
rehabilitative power of sport for spinal injured 
World War II veterans and wanted to build on this 
experience.  The subsequent work that he and 
his team carried out at Stoke Mandeville led to a 
revolution in both approach and treatment for 
patients.  Up to this point a spinal injured patient 
was not expected to survive more than a year or 
so and had little hope of returning to their 
previous life.  

The first Games 
In 1948, Dr. Guttmann organised a competition 
for 16 paralysed men and women: ‘The Stoke 
Mandeville Games’ for wheelchair athletes to 
coincide with the opening ceremony of London's 

1948 Olympic Games. Their first competitive 
sport was archery.  Dr Guttmann is reported to 
have said in his opening speech at one of the 
early competitions: ‘Maybe one day there would 
be Olympics for the disabled’.  

http://www.london2012.com/paralympics/sports/
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Dedication of the Standard in 
Richmond 
The Dedication of the new Greater London 
District Standard took place at Evensong 
(6.30pm) in the very charming Church of St Mary 
Magdalene, in Paradise Road, Richmond on 
Sunday 22 July.  

 

L-R: Andrew Bell-Wright; Penny Bell-Wright ; Jim Lowther; Stan Heath; 
Reg Burton; Michael Foster; Canon Robert Titley; Paul Lynch  
 

Also at the service the Blessing of the Stole took 
place at which Canon Robert Titley became the 
Richmond Branch Padre who performed the 
blessing of the Standard.  Witnessing the 
ceremony were:-  

- Canon Robert Titley - Richmond Branch Padre 
- Michael Foster - GLD Standard Bearer and Richmond Chairman & SB 
- Stan Heath - GLD Ceremonial Officer and Ashford President 
- Reg Burton - GLD Parade Marshal 
- Mrs Penny Bell-Wright  - GLD Recruiting Officer and Richmond 

Secretary 
- Mr Lawrence Bell-Wright - Richmond Vice Chairman 
- Jim Lowther - GLD Committee Official and Chiswick Mem/subs and 

PAO 
- Paul Lynch - Chiswick Chairman 
- Mr Andrew Bell-Wright 
- Mr and Mrs Norman and Sue Pearce 
- Sarah Stephenson - District Secretary 

 

 

More photos can be viewed online at 
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-
london/london-membership/standard-dedication/ 

Armed Service Forces Support Day, 
20 October 2012 
Brent Police have initiated a local community 
project with the same aims and objectives as the 
Royal British Legion focussing on supporting 
ex-service men and women and  highlighting the 
struggles some may face on return from duty 
back into civilian life and what assistance can be 
offered at these times.

 

Brent Police working in partnership with agencies, 
local businesses, local authorities and charities to 
launch the project with a one day market place 
themed event on 20 October at The Willesden 
Sports Centre at which a strong Greater London 
District Royal British Legion presence will be in 
force.  The Legion, as one of it’s chosen charities,  
have been invited to collect with buckets on the 
day as well as have several gazebos for 
promotion purposes.  The Deputy Mayor of 
London is to open the event. 

Brent Council are pursuing the Covenant aspect 
and hope to have this in place in the near future.  

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london/london-membership/standard-dedication/
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london/london-membership/standard-dedication/
http://www.brent.gov.uk/sport.nsf/sc/LBB-228
http://www.brent.gov.uk/sport.nsf/sc/LBB-228
http://www.mod.uk/DefenceInternet/AboutDefence/WhatWeDo/Personnel/Welfare/ArmedForcesCovenant/ArmedForcesCommunityCovenant.htm
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Branding and Logo 
The Legion's name, corporate logo and stylised 
poppy are all legally protected and we have a 
duty as representatives of The Royal British 
Legion to make sure they are used correctly and 
to the benefit of the organisation. They are the 
Legion’s most valuable assets, and have both an 
emotional and commercial value that we must 
protect in the long-term. We can all support and 
nurture the brand by understanding and 
respecting its value and importance, and making 
sure only those entitled to use it are doing so, and 
in the correct way. Members are asked to refer to 
the District/County Office for details when they 
wish to use the various branding elements of the 
RBL.   

Please remember that Legion business is carried 
out on the correct headed notepaper. The charity 
number must be included for all Branch 
correspondence, since leaving it out opens 
opportunity for confusion. (Clubs are not to use 
the charity number, because it does not apply to 
their commercial operations.) Branches must 
include the Charity Number on all Branch 
Cheques, please arrange this with the bank if it is 
missing, in the meantime it can be stamped in the 
interim. 

Standard Bearer Training Dates 
All training will be held at The Royal Star & Garter 
Homes, Richmond Hill, Richmond, Surrey,  
TW10 6RR.  

 October 17th and 31st  2012 
 November 21st and 28th 2012 
 December – No training  
 January 16th, 23rd and 30th 2013 

 

Michael 
Foster 
demonstrating 
the ‘Half Dip’ 
 

 

 

 

Royal Marines Reserve (City of 
London) 

This year the Greater 
London District is honoured 
to have The Royal Marine 
Reservists, City of London 
supporting the Legion for the 
Poppy Day Collection at:- 

 Southfield tube station and  
 Earlsfield train station. 

At present abseils from 3 buildings in and around 
the City, supported by elements of a Royal 
Marines Band and Poppy Day collectors, 
facilitated by the RMR Wandsworth Barracks is 
being progressed.  Royal Marines Reserve (City 
of London) is based in Southfields. With 
detachments in Cambridge, Chatham, Henley-on-
Thames and Portsmouth, it draws its members 
from London, the South East of England and East 
Anglia. 

Putney Branch 
The Armistice Day Parade arranged by the 
Putney Branch and their associated Church 
Service at St Marys Church, Putney Bridge will 
also have support from the RMR City of London 
with them in attendance. 

A Royal Marines Reserve is a commando 
trained General Reserve with the primary function 
of reinforcing the Regular Corps on operations 
and exercises in the UK or overseas, contributing 
to a world class Navy, ready to fight and win. 

All members of the RMR have passed through 
the same rigorous Commando Course as their 
regular Royal Marines counterparts to earn the 
coveted Green Beret.  (See page 11 for details on 
the Commando Veterans Website). 

There are approximately 600 Royal Marines 
Reservists distributed between the five RMR 
Centres within the UK. Approximately 10% of the 
RMR are working with the Regular Corps on long 
term attachments in all of the Royal Marines 
regular units.  http://www.glrfca.org/reserve-
forces/royal-marines-reserve.html  

http://g.co/maps/63j9j
http://www.royalnavy.mod.uk/royalmarines/units-and-deployments/royal-marines-reserve/locations/rmr-london/unit-information/
http://www.royalnavy.mod.uk/royalmarines/units-and-deployments/royal-marines-reserve/locations/rmr-london/unit-information/
http://www.royalnavy.mod.uk/royalmarines/units-and-deployments/royal-marines-reserve/locations/rmr-london/unit-information/
http://www.royalnavy.mod.uk/royalmarines/units-and-deployments/royal-marines-reserve/locations/rmr-london/unit-information/
http://www.royalnavy.mod.uk/royalmarines/units-and-deployments/royal-marines-reserve/index.htm
http://www.glrfca.org/reserve-forces/royal-marines-reserve.html
http://www.glrfca.org/reserve-forces/royal-marines-reserve.html
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Richard Sweden, Mayor for London Borough 

of Waltham Forest with Rob Richier 

 

 

Walthamstow Fundraising Garden 
Party & Barbeque (Three Birds with 
One Stone) 
Legion branches are not always your usual 
Community Hall, Legion club house or scout hut 
affair – as those lucky enough to belong to the 
Walthamstow Branch will know. And on a 
pleasant Sunday afternoon in August after 
holding a swearing in ceremony in a unique and 
characterful pub - 'The Warrant Officer' in 
Walthamstow; the branch then presented their 
Padre with a Royal British Legion Stole in the 
beautiful gardens of their Office.  They then 

 
L-R: Padre, Anne Dorell; Branch Chairman, Rob Richier; V.Chairman & 

PAO, George Mould; Paul Scroby (deputising for David Booth Standard 

Bearer) 

carried on with a Garden Party & fundraising bar-
be-que accompanied by the Stow Calidonian 
Pipes and Drum band who played all afternoon 
and then went into a jamming session until early 
in the evening.  This was also an opportunity for 
Head Office Publications to descend on the 
branch to interview members on the positive 
aspects of paying their subscriptions by Direct 
Debit.  Against a backdrop of Gothic arches and 
follies, branch members were photographed; so 
keep an eye 
out for the 
September / 
October edition 
of The Legion 
magazine to 
see the article.   

The barbie 
raised £225.00 
and a good time was had by all. 

Life Membership Award 
On the Sunday 15 July 2012, Brian Wild 
Chairman of the Teddington Branch was 
presented with a LIFE Membership Award for his 
outstanding contribution in supporting and 
assisting the aims and objectives of the Royal 
British Legion. 

Brian has been a member of the Legion since 
1976 and was recognised for his work in 2004 
when he was awarded a Gold Badge.  Brian has 
always gone over and above the normal 
expectations of a Legion member and has 
always put the welfare of our beneficiaries first 
and foremost.   

 

    

 
Brian with his Certificate of Appreciation and  Life Members Badge 

He has acted selflessly and puts others needs 
before himself.  Brian has visited many of the 
beneficiaries when in hospital, has been a 
Standard Bearer, and attends nearly all the 
funerals of the branch members and service/ex-
service people and reads the Exhortation at the 
services. 

A big Thank You to Brian. 
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It is 100 years since the death of a true reformist - 
Octavia Hill. 

In 1889 Octavia Hill formed the first independent 
Cadet Battalion in London, a concept which 
rapidly spread, becoming the Army Cadets. She 
felt strongly that the military context would 
socialise urban youths struggling for direction. 

Today, the Army Cadet Force (ACF) 
has over 40,000 members and offers 
progressive training to boys and girls 
aged 12 to 18 in various areas 
including drill and turnout, fieldcraft, 
sport, first aid, orienteering and even 
musicianship for military bands. The idea was 
later broadened to both navy and air cadets. 
Achievement, discipline and good citizenship are 
promoted at all times.  

The ACF is sponsored by the Ministry of Defence. 
Although cadets are not subject to military ‘call 
up’ many do go on to find a career in the armed 
forces. 

Red Cross Garden, close to Borough High Street, 
bears testimony to her campaigns and causes. 
On the long list of her achievements is co-
founding the National Trust, (with Sir Robert 
Hunter and Canon Hardwicke Rawnsley), in 
1895. Octavia was concerned by the impact of 
uncontrolled development and industrialisation; 
and the Trust was set up to act as guardian for 
the nation in the acquisition and protection of 
threatened coastline, buildings and countryside.  

100 years on from Octavia’s death, it’s highly 
appropriate that in June 2012 the Open Garden 
Squares Weekend is being held in association 
with the National Trust.   

 

Red Cross Garden,, along with Bishop’s Hall and 
six cottages (on the same site), in what is 
considered to be one of Octavia Hill’s finest 
environmental and social schemes.  The Garden 
was laid out in 1887 and, along with paths, 
flowers, trees and a pond and a bandstand, it 
hosted the annual Southwark Flower Show, as 
well as numerous fetes and celebrations, 
including maypole dancing. The Hall likewise 
bustled with activities: it was the venue for 
working men’s clubs, women’s groups, concerts 
and plays, and the Army Cadets – the 
movement was founded here by Octavia.  The 
cottages border the eastern flank of the garden, 
and provided an alternative to the cramped 
tenement buildings, which, at the time, stood 
across the road.  

Did you know… 
Octavia Hills – Founder of the Army Cadets 
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By WWII the original design was lost, but a 
restoration programme, with Heritage Lottery 
Fund and Southwark council backing, began in 
1997 and was completed in 2005. The new 
design is true to the original and is now a 
delightful community space.   

The pond, originally designed only for fish, was 
excavated and is now both ornamental and a 
haven for wildlife.

  

Parade in Memory of the Unknown 
Soldier – 10 November 
The Western Front Association will be holding 
their Parade and Service at Victoria Station on 
the 10th November alongside of platform eight at 
19:45hrs.  This Parade celebrates the return from 
France of the Unknown Warrior; he stayed with a 
guard of honour in the rail wagon prior to him 
being interred in Westminster Abbey on the 11 
November.  The Royal Fusiliers will be in 
attendance as will other members of the services.  

Legion members support at this Parade is 
appreciated. 

East Barnet Parade 
East Barnet Branch will be holding their Parade 
and Service on Sunday 28th October to launch 
the Poppy Appeal for the area. 

The Parade will be led by the Metropolitan Police 
Pipe Band at 13:30hrs from 38 Brookhill Road 
EN4 8SL. Following on from the Parade – 
refreshments will be served at Branch HQ.  all 
Standard Bearers are welcome.  For enquiries 
contact Phil Bishop on 07534 223669. 

Lord Mayor’s Show 10 November 
Once again we have been invited to Parade the 
RBL Standards at this event.  We are to be led by 
the excellent Surbiton Youth Marching Band.   

Meeting up will be at London Wall about half way 
down, at 10.15am.  The Lord Mayor’s Show is 
unique, it is 3 miles long and nearly 800 years old 
and its 6000 participants will have spent months 
preparing floats for hundreds of thousands of 
spectators lining the streets of London, to watch 
the floats go by.  At 5pm the new Lord Mayor 
starts a magnificent firework display over the 
Thames.  http://www.lordmayorsshow.org 

For Branches wishing to attend with their 
Standard please contact Stan Heath Tel: 01784 
255006 before 2 November 2012. 

 

Cadets from Lloyds of London Branch will be in 
attendance on their float. 

The Maritime London Officer Cadet 
Scholarship (MLOCS) 
The MLOCS is a charity which provides the funds 
to enable young people to undertake the three to 
four year training required to become a Merchant 
Navy deck or engineer officer.  

This scholarship has been a huge success story 
since its launch in 1992, originally as the Lloyd's 
Officer Cadet Scholarship.  The charity currently 
has 20 cadets aged between 16 and 23 at 
various stages of training. 

If you know someone or a relative who would be 
interested in applying for a scholarship see full 
details on their web site. 

http://www.maritimelondon.com/ml_cadet.htm 

http://www.lordmayorsshow.org/visitors/procession
http://www.lordmayorsshow.org/history
http://www.lordmayorsshow.org/visitors/fireworks
http://www.lordmayorsshow.org/
http://www.maritimelondon.com/ml_cadet.htm
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Royal Charter changes 
All branches have been sent the new version (7) 
of The Royal Charter - these changes can also be 
found online at 
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/media/33735/newr
oyalcharter.pdf 

Branches are advised to read through the 
summary of changes enclosed with the Charter 
but here are the significant changes branches 
need to note as follows:- 

New Branch Account Year End 
The new Field Financial Year will be implemented 
starting 1 October 2012.  This means that the 
Financial Year for Counties/Districts and 
Branches next year will be only nine months and 
will end on 30 June 2013.  Returns from both 
Branches and Districts/Counties must be 
submitted within three months of the close of the 
Financial Year.  This means that accounts and 
Receipts & Payments must be returned prior to 
having been adopted by the AGM, as the AGM 
and Conference dates will not change but remain 
in line with the corporate Financial Year.   

Youth Membership 
Youth Members, will no longer pay an annual 
membership fee and branch subscription.  Each 
Youth Member will pay their branch a one-off 
joining fee (GR 45).  The age for youth members 
has been changed to 12-16 years inclusive. (R 6) 
in effect lowering the age for Members to join at 
17 years (R 3). 

Nominations and Canvassing 
GR 14 has been extended to allow a personal 
statement to be distributed by candidates for 
election for Offices and positions without 
breaching the prohibition on canvassing. 

Branch Treasurers NB 
A major change in the threshold determining 
whether you require an Independent Examiner or 
Auditor for Branch Accounts has come into force.  
Previously turnover in excess of £30,000 required 
an auditor - this has increased to £250,000.  
However if the funds are over £30k and less than 
£250K the IE has to be an external IE.  Branch 
Treasurers  are to be sent  full details. 

On a few occasions it has been brought to the 
Districts attention that branch cheque books have 
been found containing blank cheques already 
authorised with signatures.  On no account 
should any cheque be pre-signed. 

Branch Fund Intiative 
The BFI is a savings scheme administered from 
Head Office.  Excess branch funds can be 
deposited and instantly benefit from higher 
interest rates with quick and easy access.  See 
how much your branch account will make on 
interest from the table below.   
Comparison table 

Funds held Standard Rate 
0.05% 

BFI Rate 3.20% 

£5,000 £2.50 £160.00 
£10,000 £5.00 £320.00 
£20,000 £10.00 £640.00 
£30,000 £15.00 £960.00 
£40,000 £20.00 £1,280.00 

Full details can be found at Appendix 1, page 16.   

New MS4/12 Application Forms 
available 
From January 1st 2013 this form must be used 
when submitting new member applications, this is 
to comply with a change in the law relating to Gift 
Aid. If you wish to start using the form now 
branches can order from either: 

Nicola Wren 
email: nwren@britishlegion.org.uk 
01622 794273 
 or 
Phyl Summers 
email: psummers@britishlegion.org.uk 
01622 795801 

When ordering state:- 

 Name of Branch 
 Branch number 
 Name and address the literature needs to 

be sent to 

Please ensure your new membership application 
forms are completed fully, especially SECTION E 
Tick Boxes on the MS4 forms and signed by 
branch secretary and applicant.  Incomplete 
forms are not able to be processed and will be 
returned to the branch.  

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/media/33735/newroyalcharter.pdf
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/media/33735/newroyalcharter.pdf
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/media/7916/rblmembershipform.pdf
mailto:nwren@britishlegion.org.uk
mailto:psummers@britishlegion.org.uk
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Remembrance 
For branches holding Remembrance Services 
who would like have a notification posted on the 
website inviting those wishing to attend as a mark 
of respect; should send all the details and timings 
to sstephenson@britishlegion.org.uk for 
publication to this web page. 

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-
london/whats-on-in-london/remembrance-in-london/ 

Launch of the Poppy Appeal  
5 November 2012 
This year the grand finale of the PA will start at 
9.15hrs on 5 November at St Paul’s Cathedral.  
All Standard Bearers are requested to attend 
the above event.  This year the Band of the Irish 
Guards will lead the Parade and play during the 
Ceremony. 

 

Poppy Appeal 
The Poppy Appeal 2011 continues to break all 
previous records having now reached in excess 
of £39.8 million and London’s total stands well in 
excess of £4million. 

If you have friends or relatives that 
would like to volunteer for the 
Poppy Appeal, contact: Ann 
Bedford ABedford@britishlegion.org.uk Tel: 020 
7863 3348 Mobile: 07770702594. 

Eastcote Poppy fundraiser 
Garry Marshall, a member of Eastcote Royal 
British Legion Branch & Club, is running in the 
Great South Run, Portsmouth on Sunday 28 
October 2012 to raise funds for The Poppy 
Appeal.  If you would like to support Garry and 
The Poppy Appeal by making a donation on his 
website at 
http://www.bmycharity.com/garrymarshallrbl 

Festival of Remembrance  
All successful applicants who have paid for their 
tickets should now be in receipt of them. 

This year the application process has been 
difficult to administer and extremely heavy on 
resource due to procedures and processes being 
not being fully understood or skipped altogether.  
Eligible branches should of notified all their 
branch members of the application process.   

70th Anniversary of The Battle of  
El Alamein to be Commemorated 
The courage and contribution of those who fought 
bravely in the Battle of El Alamein will be formally 
marked by the Ministry of Defence with a special 
Service of Thanksgiving, held in Westminster 
Abbey at 3pm on Saturday 27 October 2012. 
The Reverend Jonathan Woodhouse QHC 
Chaplain-General (Army) will give the address at 
the Evensong service. 

Winston Churchill famously described the battle, 
which began on 23 October 1942 and ended on 4 
November 1942, as the end of the beginning of 
the war.  Led by General Montgomery, the Battle 
of El Alamein was the climax of months of 
struggle in the Western Desert as the Allies 
fought to keep open vital supply lines from the 
Mediterranean to the East. 

Minister for Defence, Personnel, Welfare and 
Veterans, Andrew Robathan said:  “The Battle of 
El Alamein was hugely significant as it was the 
first time the British gained the upper hand over 
the German Army.  “The end of the beginning”.  
We should honour the survivors of the Battle and 
commemorate all those who took part. El Alamein 
turned the tide in the Western Desert – and 
arguably of the war.” 

mailto:sstephenson@britishlegion.org.uk
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london/whats-on-in-london/remembrance-in-london/
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london/whats-on-in-london/remembrance-in-london/
mailto:ABedford@britishlegion.org.uk
http://www.bmycharity.com/garrymarshallrbl
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 Those wishing to attend are asked to 
apply by email to 
tracey.broome576@mod.uk or by 
telephone 0207 807 0970. Tickets will be 
posted by 19 October.  

 A reception will follow in Church House. 
 Commemorations to mark the 60th 

Anniversary of The Battle of El Alamein 
included a service at the Commonwealth 
War Cemetery, El Alamein, Egypt and at a 
Service of Thanksgiving at Westminster 
Abbey on 23 October 2002, followed by a 
reception. 

For more information please contact:- 

 Tom Callagher on 020 7218 0341/ 07500 
121264; or by email at 
tom.callagher880@mod.uk 

 Naomi Moore on 020 7218 6162/ 07836 
721768; or by email at 
naomi.moore952@mod.uk 

Commando Veterans Association 
Anyone with an interest in the Commandos 
should check 
out this site.  
There is a 
wealth of 
information 
covering the 
history of the 
Commandos, 
a picture 
gallery with fantastic photos from all eras, a forum 
and much more. 

http://www.commandoveterans.org  

New Website Design Roll Out 
During the past 12 months, there has been a lot 
of change at the Legion and more is being 
implemented through our Pathway for Growth 
program.  In association with this, there has been 
a brand review, new mission statement, strapline 
and our four pillars have been defined.  

The Legion's website needs to reflect this change 
and while the text can easily change, the 
underlying structure is a bit more complicated. So 
a revamping of the site to include a cleaner 

simpler look with some new imagery and new 
fonts has been developed along with 
reprogramming of the system to make the site run 
faster. 

The biggest change to District/County and Branch 
websites will be the introduction of a large 
"postcard" type image to reflect your name 
instead of the top banner. Those branches with 
their own RBL websites will be able to customise 
their website a bit more. A default image of the 
Legion standard will appear initially but this can 
be changed to one of your choice.  

 

Special Offers 
The MOD website that advertised special offers 
no longer carries forces discounts.  Members 
offers can be found on the RBL website 
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/membership/being
-a-member/member-offers/. 

New MOD Advert – Compensation 
claims 
The MOD have released a fun advert highlighting 
their compensation scheme.  Stylised on the Toy 
Story animation with military culture nuances in 
it’s manner of delivery. This can be viewed on 
YouTube at: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jbnN4Ykb1vg 

  

mailto:tracey.broome576@mod.uk
mailto:tom.callagher880@mod.uk
mailto:naomi.moore952@mod.uk
http://www.commandoveterans.org/
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/membership/being-a-member/member-offers/
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/membership/being-a-member/member-offers/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jbnN4Ykb1vg
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Book Release  
The Chief:  Douglas Haig and the British 
Army by Gary Sheffield, Aurun, 2011 
(ISBN: 9781845136918)  
In the grounds of Dryburgh Abbey, near 
Bemersyde in the Scottish Borders is found a 
headstone of the standard Imperial War Graves 
Commission pattern - identical to the thousands 
that are found all over Northern France. Here was 
interned in 1928 the body of Douglas Haig, who 
for the last seven years of his life had been 
President of the British Legion.  The First Earl 
Haig and the 29th Laird of Bemersyde died of a 
heart attack on the 29th January 1928 aged 66 
years. 

The Field Marshall, who had led the BEF from 
when it first went to France in 1914 until it finally 
routed the German Army after its 'hundred days 
campaign' in the autumn and winter of 1918 was 
in 1928 a National Hero and it was felt that he 
should be buried alongside Wellington and 
Nelson in St Paul's Cathedral.  But Haig had 
made it quite plain that he did not want this - he 
wanted his body to be taken to his home village in 
the Scottish Borders.  His body was taken first to 
St Columba's, where he regularly worshipped 
when in London, and there thousands of 
mourners passed his coffin.  On February 3rd  the 
coffin was moved to Westminster Abbey on the 
same gun carriage that carried the Unknown 
Warrior there in 1920.  The King's three sons (two 
of whom were to be King) walked beside the 
coffin and Marshalls Foch and Petain were Pall 
Bearers. The service was broadcast throughout 
the nation by the BBC - one of the first occasions 
when this was done.  The number of mourners 
that lined the streets was tremendous - more in 
fact than lined the streets  more than half a 
century later for Lady Di. 

Douglas Haig is the single most controversial 
General Britain has produced. In 1918 he was 
feted as the saviour of the country.  At his death 
ten years later he was seen as a National 
Hero.  Within another ten years his reputation 
was in ruins.  Haig's name had become a byword 
for military incompetence.  In the popular 
imagination he was seen as a callous and brutal 
'donkey' who had led the 'lions' of the British 

Army to their deaths in the trenches at battles 
such as at Ypres, the Somme and 
Passchendaele. 

In this new biography Prof Sheffield of 
Birmingham University (and Vice President of the 
Western Front Association) demonstrates the 
crucial role he played in leading the British army 
to victory.  He also assesses his achievement , in 
the run up to 1914, in preparing the professional 
army as a fighting force - and then transferring 
the shambolic amateur force of civilian volunteers 
who had responded to Kitchener's call to arms 
into the victorious army of 1918.  And as an aside 
he tells us how he saved a comrade at arms in 
the River War in the Sudan in 1885, where he 
was serving under Kitchener.  Something that 
would probably have earned him a VC had the 
comrade not been Egyptian!  

'A masterly new biography ... the fairest and most 
insightful life of Haig thus far' writes military 
historian Saul David.  Anyone wishing to get a 
true picture of the legion's founder and first 
President.  

Viscount Slim presents London's 
newest Peace Memorial 
Viscount Slim, President of the Burma Star 
Association, unveiled a Peace Memorial to 
commemorate the plight of the Former Japanese 
Prisoners of War during 1939-45, and celebrate 
the subsequent six decades of peace and 
friendship between the UK and Japan. 

The memorial, which features artwork by the 
great artist Ronald Searle - a former PoW, has 
been paid for by public subscription following a 
campaign by the Camden New Journal.  Former 
PoWs of the Far East and their families, as well 
as former MP and journalist Martin Bell who 
campaigned for compensation for PoWs, were 
present at the ceremony in Mornington Crescent 
on Friday, 21 September.  A message from HRH 
Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, the nephew of 
Lord Mountbatten of Burma, as well as Countess 
Mountbatten were read at the ceremony. 

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-
london/whats-on-in-london/new-peace-memorial-
camden/ 

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london/whats-on-in-london/new-peace-memorial-camden/
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london/whats-on-in-london/new-peace-memorial-camden/
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london/whats-on-in-london/new-peace-memorial-camden/
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Tottenham Conservative Club - 
Invitation to London Members 
Social club and meeting facilities are now open to 
members of the Royal British Legion. 

Members of the Royal British Legion are invited 
to make use of the social club and meeting 
facilities offered by the TCC in the heart of 
Tottenham, North London.  This is a community 
focussed social initiative with the TCC aiming to 
give local RBL members a chance to maintain 
links with other people in their local vicinity, build 
a good community sprit and for all to keep in 
touch.  All Royal British Legion members will be 
made welcome.  

Tottenham Conservative Club (TCC) 
5 Bruce Grove, London, N17 6RA 
Tel:  020 8808 2062  

Greater London District Award 
A District Certificate based 
on the design of the National 
Awards Certificate has been 
produced for nominated 
members whose 
contributions deserve 
recognition from the District. 

Independent 
Examiners 
There is an urgent need for 
a number of RBL Independent Examiners to be 
trained to carry out an examination of branch 

accounts in the Greater 
London District. 

These are interesting 
positions and would suit 
anyone who has a financial 

flair, who is already a Branch Treasurer or 
someone who is financially numerate and would 
like to be trained as a Branch Treasurer and then 
an Independent Examiner.  We are looking for 
anyone in either North or South London; training 
places are already in place:  

 February 2012 for Treasurers 
 March 2013 for Independent Examiners 

Both training courses are for 2 days and will be 
held in London.   

If you have already attended a Branch Treasurers 
course recently then you only need attend the 2 
day IE course. 

For more details contact Raymond Harris, 
GLD Treasurer, 020 888882 6149 or the District 
Secretary, 020 3207 2484. 

Con Artist – Be Aware 
In the past some Legion Clubs and Branches in 
Essex, Norfolk and Cambridgeshire have been 
targeted by a fraudster.  This person has now 
turned up again in Pitsea Essex and managed to 
gain money from a Legion member. 

The scenario follows a similar pattern or is a 
variation of the following theme: 

 A RBL Club (or branch representative) 
receives a call from someone purporting 
to be an Army officer saying that a 
serving or retired solder needs assistance 
from the Legion to re-join his unit or get 
home 

 The ‘soldier’s’ regiment or home location 
is usually given as Northern Ireland and 
hence the cost of a flight is involved, as 
well as transport to get to the airport 

 The ’officer’ might say that the ‘soldier/ex-
soldier’ has been discharged from 
hospital 

 The ‘officer’ might say that any money 
loaned to the solder/ex-soldier will be 
reimbursed by his regiment and an 
additional donation to the Legion 
Benevolent fund will be made 

 The ‘soldier/ex-soldier’ will later present at 
the Legion club and put up a very 
convincing act. 

 The ‘ex-soldier’ presents himself at a 
funeral directors who then contacts a 
local Legion person stating that they have 
a veteran in distress on their premises 
who need assistance. 

 The ‘soldier/ex-soldier’ contacts 
caseworkers direct or turns up at Legion 
Branch premises asking for money 
 

Please be vigilant and anyone not known to you 
wanting money for any reasons similar to these 
scenarios are NOT to be given any cash..
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Greater London District Committee – Key Messages 
Election Process for New District Chairman 
The electoral process started in July for the Greater London District Chairman.  All branches should have 
received information on how to nominate candidates for the District Chairman position.  The closing date 
for nominations was 10 September. 

All GLD Branches were sent on 18 September hard copies by Royal Mail, Handbook guidelines for branch 
voting, candidate CVs and ballot form with SAE to vote for District Chairman.  VERY IMPORTANT, the 
vote needs to be taken at a Branch Special GENERAL Meeting and NOT a Committee 
Meeting.  Voting closes 10 December 2012.   

Any branches that have not received this information should contact the District Secretary.  

Governance – Branch Meetings  
Royal Charter Governing Regulations P35 States:- “Every Branch must hold regular meetings to carry 
out all Legion business. The Annual Meeting of the Branch must be held within 2 months after the close of 
the Corporate Financial Year.” 
 
This is further clarified in the Management Handbook 4.1.2 BRANCH ADMINISTRATION 

1.10  A Branch Committee will meet at least quarterly but preferably monthly if it is properly to fulfil its 
obligations and The Legion. 

1.11 A Branch will hold Branch General Meetings at least quarterly and a Branch Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) within two months after the close of the Legion financial year. 

Branches that feel it is not necessary to hold these general members meetings due to little or no 
attendance are not compliant if they do not allow branch members to have their say regarding branch 
business by the absence of meetings.  In these circumstances it is often best practice to follow on from a 
Committee Meeting with a general meeting which allows for a democratic process.  If there is a no show 
then the meeting may close but at least the branch will have fulfilled their Trustee responsibilities to their 
members. 

Membership 
Royal Charter GR 38  The Branch Committee is responsible for maintaining the Branch’s membership.  It 
will ensure that any failure to renew membership is pursued and the action taken recorded in the Branch 
minutes.  (Recent change to the word ‘investigated’ amended to ‘pursued’) 

Conference 
Vacancies for District Officials need to be filled for 2013.  Please consider standing as a Greater London 
District Official, the District especially needs representation from The Women’s Section.  The calling notice 
is to go out the beginning of October. 

Committee Members 
District Chairman:  Martin Forde  
Vice Chair:   Steve Newson 
Treasurer:   Raymond Harris 
Susan Barnes  PAC (West) 
Phil Beckinsale 
Penny Bell-Wright DRO (West) 
Bryan Binning 
Stan Bonner  PAC (East) 

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/media/58054/Election%20of%20District%20chair%20Final%202012.pdf
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/%7BlocalLink:9291%7D
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Irene Brockey 
Robert Cantwell 
George Dryburgh 
Jim Lowther 
Syed Mahmood 
Reginald Pinney DRO (East) 
Robert Richier  DTO 
Jack Weedon  
By Appointment 
Standard Bearer:  Michael Foster 
Ceremonial Officer:  Stan Heath 
Parade Marshal: Reg Burton 
 
District Secretary:   Sarah Stephenson sstephenson@britishlegion.org.uk (Tel 020 3207 2484) 
Website:   http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london

Sub Committees 
Awards 
Chair: Martin Forde 
Vice Chair: Steve Newson  
Jim Lowther  
Reg Pinney 

Recruiting  
Chair: Steve Newson  
West London Branches: Penny Bell-Wright  
East London Branches: Reg Pinney 

Training 
Chair: Rob Richier 

Finance and Budget 
Chair: Syed Mahmood 
Raymond Harris, Susan Barnes, Rob Richier, 
Reg Pinney, Steve Newson, Bryan Binning. 

Welfare 
Chair: George Dryburgh 

Fundraising 
Chair: Steve Newson 
Raymond Harris, Syed Mahmood, Rob Richier; 
Robert Cantwell, Susan Barnes and Stan Bonner. 

Clubs 
Penny Bell-Wright, Irene Brockey,  
Rob Richier, Steve Newson 

Conference 
Chair: Reg Pinney; Robert Cantwell, Raymond 
Harris; 

Poppy Appeal (DPAC) 
West London Branches: Susan Barnes 
East London Branches: Stan Bonner 

Haig House Officers 
Address: Haig House, 199 Borough High Street, 
London, SE1 1AA 
 

 
 
Acting Head of Welfare 
Alison Wyman (BMA) - 020 3207 2155 
 
Welfare:- 
Mash Alam (CMA) - 020 3207 2495 
Wakeel Gbajumo (CWO) – 020 3207 2491 
Kirsten Olufsen (CWO) - 020 3207 2493 
Safa Khalique (CWO) - 020 3207 2490  
Peter Ashcroft (CWO) – 020 3207 2494 
 
Benefits and Money Advice:  
Lynsey Dalton (BMA) 020 3207 2488  
Janet Boyce (BMA) 020 3207 2159 
 
 

mailto:sstephenson@britishlegion.org.uk
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london
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Fundraising  
Graham Ferris (RFM) – 020 7863 3349  
Ann Bedford (London Volunteering) – 020 7863 
3348  
Alice Fisher (SE CFR) – 020 7863 3347 
Graham Akins (SW CFR) – 020 7863 3350 
Sharon Bonner (NE CFR) – 020 8524 8373 

Deborah Armantrading (NW CFR) - 07500 918 
682 
 
Property Contact: David Arnold (Property) 020 
3207 2447  
Club Contact; 
Pauline Swann (Club) 07970375421 

 
 

Appendix 1 
The Branch Funds Initiative (BFI)  
The BFI is a savings scheme administered from Head Office.  Excess branch funds can be deposited and 
instantly benefit from higher interest rates with quick and easy access. 

In addition, using the Branch Funds Initiative has benefits such as making donating to other Legion 
activities simpler and settlement of branch affiliation fees direct. 

Branch Accounts 

All branches will retain their local branch current account. Those accounts, by preference should be with 
Lloyds TSB or Barclays and any new accounts should only be opened with our corporate bankers Lloyds 
TSB. 

Branch floats 

Branches should hold no more than £1,000 in their current account, which is the amount anticipated to be 
needed to run the branch. During the period October to February, when affiliation fees are being collected, 
the amount in the account may go above £1,000 to allow there to be sufficient funds in the account for 
Head Office to take the membership fee by Direct Debit on 1st March each year. However the annual 
membership fee can also be deducted directly from the Branch Funds Initiative account upon the request 
of the branch. 

Floats in excess of £1,000 

Branches who consider £1,000 is not sufficient for the day to day running of the branch can apply to Head 
Office for a permanent extension to their float on the attached form. Requests to hold floats of up to £3,000 
are generally supported.   

Deposit of Funds in the BFI 

To deposit funds, the Branch Deposit Form should be completed and returned to Tom Cantwell, Branch & 
Trust Accountant, at Haig House with a cheque for the appropriate amount. Head Office will acknowledge 
every deposit (initial and subsequent) within 4 working days in writing or by email.  Should you wish to 
transfer funds electronically (by internet banking) our bank details can be provided upon enquiry. 

Withdrawal of Funds 

To withdraw funds, the appropriate withdrawal form must be completed and sent by post, fax or email to 
the Branch and Trust Accountant at Haig House. Requests will be processed within 4 working days. 
Withdrawals can be made by online payments (BACS transfers to a designated account). 
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Interest 

Interest paid on BFI monies is currently 3.20% p.a. (as at April 2012) and is credited to the Branch Funds 
Initiative Account on the last day of each quarter.  

Statements 

Branch Funds Initiative statements summarise transactions, including interest credited,  for the quarter, 
together with closing balance  and are sent out to Branches by the middle of the month following quarter 
end. This information will assist Branches in their accounting records and to complete the branch’s Annual 
Return. 

General Administration 

Branch forms are available from www.britishlegion.org.uk/branchfunds or by contacting the branch funds 
email address.  

During the course of the year, Branches are welcome to access information about their respective Branch 
Funds, or if they have any further queries, by contacting the Branch/ Trust Accountant. 

TRBL Head Office  
Branch Funds Initiative 
Haig House 
199 Borough High Street 
London  SE1 1AA 
Email – branchfunds@britishlegion.org.uk 

Tom Cantwell – Branch & Trust Accountant 
Email:  tcantwell@britishlegion.org.uk; Tel 0203 207 2306; Fax - 0203 465 9166  

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/branchfunds
mailto:branchfunds@britishlegion.org.uk
mailto:tcantwell@britishlegion.org.uk

