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COVID-19 PANDEMIC  

GUIDELINES FOR BRANCHES & COUNTIES – December 2021 
 

This information is intended to help you, as a member of The Royal British Legion to decide what steps you should 
take to stop and control the spread of the COVID-19 virus and keep yourself and other members safe. 

 

General 

Members of The Royal British Legion should follow the guidelines and advice issued by their 
government and/or their local authority*.  

If you feel unwell, have been told to self-isolate and/or have tested positive for Covid-19, you must 
not attend or participate in any in-person events/activities. 

County/District Conferences 

We strongly recommend that the upcoming County/District Conferences take place online. We need 
to consider the attendees and speakers’ wellbeing, particularly where they need to travel quite long 
distances and may not be comfortable using public transport, or they have concerns about attending 
a large event in person. Holding the conference online is also a good way to maximise attendance. 

One of the examples of how a conference can be managed this year is splitting the event in two: 
some counties are already arranging an online meeting to complete the required activities such as 
elections within the prescribed timeframes, and they plan to have a physical meeting later in the 
year (if possible) to give members the opportunity to socialise. 

Branch / County meetings 

Recent announcements from the government in the United Kingdom with regards to Covid-19 
pandemic recommend a “work-from-home” approach whenever possible. As a result, we strongly 
advise avoiding organising face-to-face meetings where there is no essential need to meet in 
person. Majority of meeting objectives can be achieved via teleconferences or videoconferences. 

Events  

Please bear in mind that members’ safety is our priority. Branches and Counties are encouraged to 
arrange virtual events instead of physical ones. Yammer is a very good channel to get advice and 
tips from other branches on organising online events. 
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Fundraising / awareness raising activities 

Activities such as setting up and manning stalls, stands, public information points must follow the 
latest government guidance relevant to your country.  Please remember that advice can change at 
short notice.  

Branch Occupied Properties (not Clubs) 

Branches occupying their own premises must ensure they are used in accordance with the relevant 
guidelines. Questions about branch occupied properties and their usage can be sent to:   

CommercialAdmin@britishlegion.org.uk  

Branch Community Support 

Hospital visits are currently not allowed. Home visits can take place as long as both parties agree 
to them and follow the local guidelines. We strongly advise that BCS volunteers undertaking BCS 
activities follow the government guidance for volunteers which can be found here. 

Funerals 

Standard Bearers attending funerals must follow the rules relevant to the funeral location. 

 

 

 

*Official resources/guidance 

UK Government (advice which mainly applies only to England): 
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus 

Frequently Asked Questions:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-outbreak-faqs-what-you-can-and-cant-
do/coronavirus-outbreak-faqs-what-you-can-and-cant-do 

Scottish Government: https://www.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/ 

Guidance including on distancing and shielding:  

https://www.gov.scot/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance/ 

Welsh Government: https://gov.wales/coronavirus 

Guidance on staying at home and away from others:  

https://gov.wales/staying-home-and-away-others-guidance 

Northern Ireland Executive: https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/campaigns/coronavirus-covid-19 

Guidance on staying at home and self-isolation:  

https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/coronavirus-covid-19-staying-home-and-self-isolation 

Isle of Man Government: https://covid19.gov.im 

Government of Jersey: https://www.gov.je/Health/Coronavirus/Pages/index.aspx 

States of Guernsey: https://covid19.gov.gg 

Republic of Ireland: https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/c36c85-covid-19-coronavirus/ 
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