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VJ Day 15th August at 11 a.m. at War Memorial 

 
Our return from full lock down ! 

 
 
Unfortunately with the Covid 19 Virus lock down we 
had many of our events cancelled and as we go to 
print there is not really a clear picture of where we go 
for this year. 
Poppy Appeal regional manager has advised that the 
Appeal is at a crucial stage of  planning and decisions 
need to be made. The Royal British Legion has       
decided that Poppy Appeal will not take place as    
previous years.   The focus will be to make sure that 
everyone who wants to pay respects by wearing a   
poppy can get hold of one. Therefore the big           
supermarkets and banks will be the main providers of 
poppies. 
All other merchandise normally provided for sale will 
only be available for individuals to purchase from the 
RBL website but wreaths will be available locally. 
Any poppies sold at Morrisons and other  local sites 
will be credited to Wincanton Poppy Appeal. 
Unfortunately no other fundraising events like         
collections by cadets at the racecourse will take place. 
Things seem to be changing all the time but as it 
stands at this moment with social distancing still in 
place uncertainty hangs over Remembrance Sunday  
13th November and Friday 11th November but what 
we are certain of is that all parades are banned      
therefore there will be no Remembrance Sunday     
parade. There is also great uncertainty about church 
services too but once we have firm information we 
will update members. We do not yet know if we can 
hold an open air service or commemoration at the War 
Memorial. In any event we will ensure wreaths are 
placed at both memorials (at Memorial Hall and    
within the parish church). We will also ensure the two 
wreaths are placed at the Old Faithful Memorial. 
Please see centre pages for the VJ Commemoration on 
Saturday 15th August at 11 a.m. around the War     
Memorial at Memorial Hall. 

 

Old Faithful remembered 
 
 

Given that the anniversary of crash of Old Faithful, 
the American B17 Flying Fortress was on 25th June 
we did manage to hold a very scaled back commemo-
ration. The day was in the middle of the more severe 
Covid 19 restrictions but it was strongly felt we 
should at least lay wreaths. As has been a long        
tradition a wreath has always been laid by the Watts 
family and this year Margaret Watts laid a wreath on 
behalf of the family. 
Both Steve and Tony represented the branch and    
Tony laid the branch wreath and gave the                
Exhortation. 
Old Faithful crashed in the area of Snag Farm on 25th 
June 1944 and the Watts family were the tenant   
farmers at the time. Although nine crew members of 
the aircraft tragically died that day and heavy damage 
was done to the farm none of the Watts family were 
hurt. 
Margaret was accompanied by her niece Vicky 
Moore and Vicky’s daughter Ellen 
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VJ Day 75th anniversary - 15th August 

 
Saturday 15th August is a very special day in the history of the Second World War, the day on which  Japan 
surrendered to the Allies and the Second World War finally ended. Before the Covid 19 restrictions we had 
planned to mark this solemn occasion with a church service and parade but all that is now impossible. At the 
ceremony anniversary of the crash of Old Faithful in June last year the Mayor of Wincanton, Cllr Susan    
Shelborn-Barrow asked Rob and I if the Wincanton Royal British Legion were able to coordinate the town 
commemorations. Naturally the Wincanton RBL as custodians of Remembrance in the town were intending to 
do so anyway and Cllr Shelborn-Barrow agreed to engage on this with the Town Council. With all the        
government restrictions early in the pandemic it looked like VJ Day commemorations may not be    happening 
but upon checking deeply into the legislation now in force, if we comply with the law and abide by the        
restrictions a commemoration could take place. The Nation will be observing VJ Day on 15th August at 11 
a.m. with various commemorations and events, therefore in line with this a very scaled back commemoration 
will take place around the War Memorial at the Memorial Hall Wincanton. Restrictions make it that only the 
wreath layers, trumpeter and clergy will be in the grounds of the memorial and all will correctly socially      
distance. If       members of the public do wish to observe the ceremony they must remain in the public road 
and parking area near the hall and must also correctly socially distance. The Mayor Cllr. Susan Shelboun-
Barrow and District Councillor Colin Winder will lay wreaths on behalf of the town. Tony Goddard president 
of Wincanton Royal British Legion will lay a wreath on behalf of the Royal British Legion and special guest 
Pat (Maddie)   Bowler who was a prisoner of the Japanese will lay a wreath for the tens of thousands of allied 
prisoners of war and civilian internees who were captured by the Japanese. Our chairman Rob Dickinson with 
give the exhortation and Kohima Blessing, with Penny Ashton leading us in prayers 
(unfortunately the rector Revd. Alison Way is on holiday). David Shave of Wincanton Silver Band will play 
Last Post and Reveille. The ceremony will last approximately 15 minutes. 
On the Roll of Honour in the Parish Church we commemorate two sons of Wincanton who were killed in   
action against the Japanese. One of them was Tony Fraser of West Hill who was killed at the infamous Battle 
of Kohima whilst serving with the Dorset Regiment and the other Petty Officer Hedley Martin RN was killed 
on board HM Submarine Porpoise. HMS Porpoise 
was sunk off Penang, Malaya and was the last    
British submarine to have been sunk by the        
Japanese. 
Members will remember that Pat Bowler attended 
the Festival of Remembrance at the Royal Albert 
Hall for the 70th anniversary in 2015 along with 
Ron Peet who served in the Royal Navy at not only 
D Day but also then went on the fight the Japanese 
in Burma. Ron and Eileen Peet are now living in 
Yorkshire near their family and keep in regular 
touch with us. 
Pat’s father was an officer in the British Merchant 
Navy originally based in the Far East, he joined the 
Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve (RNVR) early in 
the war and Pat remained with her mother in 
Shanghai China. Sadly Pat’s mother died and as her 
father was at sea Pat was brought up by close 
friends in China. Pat’s father was posted to the 
North Atlantic with the Royal Naval Volunteer   
Reserve where his ship was torpedoed and it was 
believed there were no survivors. Pat was totally 
alone and still being cared for by family friends 
when the Japanese army reached Shanghai and was 
interned with foreign nationals in the town in 1942. 
She was moved to the Weihsien Internment Camp in northern China along with many other internees includ-
ing the Christian missionary Eric Liddell. Eric is immortalized in the 1981 film “Chariots of Fire” as the pre 
war Olympic runner. Pat remembers him as “Uncle Eric” and he was a great support for the internees, he died 
in the camp in February 1945.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pat and Ron at the Festival of Remembrance 2015  
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Although it was a very hard time for everyone interned Pat is very philosophical about her experience and 
thinks of it now as “ bad dream”.  Life was tough  for Pat with very little food and when sick, egg shells      
rummaged from the waste heap were crushed and made into paste for the calcium. Amongst the internees 
were missionaries and teachers and the children did continue to get an education. The camp was liberated by 
American paratroopers on 17th August 1945. When Pat was released it was discovered that her father did    
survive the sinking of his ship and they were reunited when her father eventually traced her.  
Speaking with Ron Peet a while ago Ron told me that after the Normandy invasion where he served in landing 
craft gun ships  he returned to England and seven days leave. After leave he was ordered to collect his tropical 
kit as he was going to the Far East. His landing craft was towed by a merchant ship and eventually arrived in 
Ceylon via the Suez Canal, he then went on to Burma and patrols on the  rivers where on the banks the         
Japanese were still operating. Ron remembers being told he would be “lookout” and issued a revolver and five 
rounds of ammunition. He did hope he would not see too many Japanese ! 
Rob Dickinson with be giving the Kohima Blessing at the ceremony and to be very honest I often think of 
Wincanton soldier Tony Fraser, Tony was killed at the Battle of Kohima in the Dorset Regiment. He joined 
the Territorial Army before the war in Gillingham which was the nearest TA unit, he survived Dunkirk with  
Dorset Regiment. Tony served in the 2nd Battalion which spent the early years of the war in Britain but later 
were part of the 14th “Forgotten” Army in Burma. 
Having been forced back almost one thousand 
miles to the border with India the 14th stood and 
fought in the foothills of jungle clad hills of Assam 
where the Japanese were fought to a standstill by 
the British 2nd Division who advanced to relieve 
the town of Kohima. 
The 2nd Dorsets attacked strongly entrenched  Jap-
anese positions on a wooded deep spur centred on 
what was the  British Commissioner’s bungalow.  
Tony Fraser was killed in the early days of the ac-
tion on 2nd May 1944 and it was not until 
26th/27th May that Japanese were eventually    
overwhelmed by the British despite very heavy  
casualties in the hand to hand fighting which       
ensued.  Tony Fraser is buried in the Kohima War 
Cemetery and Wincanton RBL took advantage of a rare opportunity in 2006 when Doug & Chris Louth      
visited the area and placed crosses on Tony’s grave on our behalf.  
Remember Kohima  :- 
                   “When you go home, tell them of us and say  -  for your tomorrow we gave our today “ 
 
Basil Hedley Martin (known as Hedley) lived at “The Firs” on Bayford Hill and went to Wincanton School 
and Sexey’s School Bruton. He joined the Royal Navy as a Boy 2nd Class in 1935 at the age of 15  and    

trained at HMS Ganges. He became Able Seaman in 1939 and served in 
the Norway campaign on board   HMS Escapade, an escort destroyer, 
and remained on her until March 1943 when he volunteered for          
submarine service training at the Submarine School in Gosport. It was 
not until May 1944 that Hedley actually joined the submarine service due 
to a posting in the Fleet Air Arm. It was at Portsmouth that he joined his 
submarine, the recently refitted HMS Porpoise which was due for trans-
fer to the  submarine base at Tricomalee  Ceylon.  HMS Porpoise sailed 
from     Tricomalee on 2nd January 1945 intending to lay mines off the 
southern end of Penang Island Malaya then occupied by the Japanese.  A 
signal was received from the submarine confirming the mission was               
successfully carried out. Japanese records show that a submarine was 
spotted in the area of Penang and bombed by aircraft but not destroyed. 
The submarine was leaking oil and was chased by anti submarine forces 
and assumptions were made it was HMS Porpoise, which sunk on 16th 
January 1945. Hedley has no known grave and is commemorated on the 
Plymouth Naval Memorial on Plymouth Hoe. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tony  Fraser’s grave 
at the British War  Cemetery Kohima 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Plymouth Naval Memorial 
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Armed Forces & Veterans Breakfast Club 

 
It was hoped to recommence the breakfast club after 
the Corona virus this month at the Dolphin Hotel but 
we now hear that the first breakfast club will be on 
26th September. It appears the format will be    
slightly different due to Covid 19 regulations and 
breakfasts will be served on a plate and not as a   
buffet. The price will remain at £6.95. Please check 
the club facebook page for up to date information.  

Regular coach trips 
 

As you know we did intend starting the season of       
regular coach trips but were thwarted by Covid 19. 
Once we are allowed to recommence we will let you 
know. The principle will be that we must achieve a full 
coach or CAT bus before we can commit or at least 
make the trip break even. A list will be prepared and  
once enough people are on the list the event will be 
firmed up. A list of potential destinations will be   
floated to test out interest. 

 

Steve Lee’s son Brecon joins 5 Rifles 
 

 
We have a very proud member Steve Lee and family 
in the branch now that his son Brecon Lee has not only 
passed through his army basic training but achieved an 
award for “best endeavour” in his intake at Catterick 
Camp. 
Brecon has now joined 5th battalion The Rifles. 
5 RIFLES is a Regular Infantry Battalion based in 
Bulford Camp, Wiltshire. The battalion consists of 
around 600 Riflemen who deploy from their base    
location on training and operations worldwide. The 
Battalion is an Armoured Infantry Battalion that is part 
of 20 Armoured Brigade, within 3rd (UK) Division -                                                                                                                      

“The Iron Division" that is the only divi-
sion at continual operational readiness in 
the UK.  
5 Rifles were recently serving in Estonia 
as part of the NATO response to Russia. 
Brecon is awaiting orders for his first 
deployment which most possibly will be 
overseas. No orders have yet been      
received but 5 Rifles have served in       
Canada, Africa, Baltic, Belize and     
Brunei  
So it looks like Brecon has chosen a very 
exciting career. 
 
He was Wincanton branch’s first youth 
member and engaged actively for much 
of his youth.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brecon receiving his award 


