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Lockdown Special #1 
 

We hope this special edition finds you all safe and well in the present national 
situation. Well as you will be aware by now, we at the Legion are no longer 
able to carry out our usual work, but that is not going to stop us from keeping 
our members entertained, so if you are feeling lonely or need help you can use 
the contact details below.  Here we have put together a few articles that we 
thought you may find interesting. The Chairman discovered the first of these 
articles during a recent trip to South Africa. 

 

Able Seaman “Just Nuisance” R.N. 
 

Just Nuisance was the only dog ever to be officially enlisted 
in the Royal Navy. He was a Great Dane who between 1939 
and 1944 served at HMS Afrikander, a Royal Navy shore 
establishment in Simon's Town, South Africa. He died in 1944 
at the age of seven years and was buried with full military 
honours. 

 

Early life 

Although the exact date of Just Nuisance's birth is not known, 
it is usually stated that he was born on 1 April 1937 
in Rondebosch, a suburb of Cape Town. He was sold to Benjamin Chaney, who later moved to 
Simon's Town to run the United Services Institute (USI). Just Nuisance quickly became popular 
with the patrons of the institute and in particular the ratings, who would feed him snacks and take 
him for walks. He began to follow them back to the naval base and dockyards, where he would 
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lie on the decks of ships that were moored at the wharf. His preferred resting place was 
the top of the gangplank. 

Since he was a large dog even for a Great Dane (he was almost 2 metres (6.6 ft) tall when 
standing on his hind legs), he presented a sizeable obstacle for those trying to board or 
disembark and he became affectionately known as Nuisance. 

 

Train travel 

Nuisance was allowed to roam freely and, following the sailors, he 
began to take day trips by train as far afield as Cape Town, 22 
miles (35 km) away. Despite the seamen's attempts to conceal him, 
the conductors would put him off the trains as soon as he was 
discovered. This did not cause the dog any difficulty, as he would 
wait for the next train, or walk to another station, where he would 
board the next train that came along. 

Amused travellers would occasionally offer to pay his fare but 
officials of the State-owned railway company (South African 
Railways and Harbours) eventually warned Chaney that Nuisance 
would have to be put down unless he was prevented from boarding 
the trains or had his fares paid. 

Naval service 

The news that Nuisance was in danger of being put down spurred 
many of the sailors and locals to write to the Navy, pleading for 
something to be done. Although somebody offered to buy him a 
season ticket, naval command instead decided to enlist him by the 
book. As a member of the armed forces, he would be entitled to 
free rail travel, so the fare-dodging would no longer be a problem. It proved to be an excellent 
idea. For the next few years he would be a morale booster for the troops serving in World War II. 

He was enlisted on 25 August 1939. His surname was entered as "Nuisance" and, rather than 
leaving the forename blank, he was given the moniker "Just". His trade was listed as 
"Bonecrusher" and his religious affiliation as "Scrounger", although this was later altered to the 
more charitable "Canine Divinity League (Anti-Vivisection)". To allow him to receive rations and 
because of his longstanding unofficial service, he was promoted from Ordinary seaman to Able 
seaman. 

He never went to sea but fulfilled a number of roles ashore. He continued to accompany sailors 
on train journeys and escorted them back to base when the pubs closed. While many of his 
functions were of his own choosing, he also appeared at many promotional events, including his 
own 'wedding' to another Great Dane, Adinda. Adinda produced five pups as a result, two of 
which, named Victor and Wilhelmina, were auctioned off in Cape Town to raise funds for the war 
effort. 

Nuisance's service record was not exemplary. Aside from the offences of travelling on the trains 
without his free pass, being absent without leave, losing his collar and refusing to leave the pub 
at closing time, his record shows that he was sentenced to having all bones removed for seven 
days for sleeping in an improper place – to wit, the bed of one of the Petty officers. He also 
fought with the mascots of ships that put in at Simon's Town, resulting in the deaths of at least 
two of them. 

 

 

Just Nuisance’s statue was erected 

in Simonstown in 1985. 
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Discharge and death 

Nuisance was at some point involved in a car accident.  This caused thrombosis, which 
gradually paralysed him, so on 1 January 1944 he was discharged from the Navy. His 
condition continued to deteriorate, and on 1 April 1944 he was taken to Simon's Town Naval 
Hospital where, on the advice of the naval veterinary 
surgeon, he was put down. 

The next day he was taken to Klawer Camp, where his body 
was draped with a Royal Naval White Ensign and he was 
buried with full naval honours, including a gun salute and 
the playing of the "Last Post". A simple granite headstone 
marks his grave, which is on the top of the hill at Klawer, at 
the former SA Navy Signal School. A statue was erected in 
Jubilee Square in Simon's Town to commemorate his life. 

The Simon's Town Museum has an exhibition dedicated to 
his story, and since 2000 there has been an annual parade of 
Great Danes from which a lookalike is selected. 

Courtesey of Wikipedia. 

 

The second of these articles was brought to the attention of the editor by one of our 
committee members, Rita Brown. 

Corporal Wojtec Polish 2nd Corps 
Wojtek (1942–1963 in English, sometimes spelled Voytek and pronounced as such) was 
a Syrian brown bear (Ursus arctos syriacus) bought, as a young cub, at a railway station 
in Hamadan, Iran, by Polish II Corps soldiers who had been evacuated from the Soviet Union. In 
order to provide for his rations and transportation, he was eventually enlisted officially as a 
soldier with the rank of private, and was subsequently promoted to corporal.[1] 

He accompanied the bulk of the II Corps to Italy, serving with the 22nd Artillery Supply Company. 
During the Battle of Monte Cassino, in Italy in 1944, Wojtek helped move crates of ammunition 
and became a celebrity with visiting Allied generals and statesmen. After the war, mustered out 
of the Polish Army, he was billeted and lived out the rest of his life at the Edinburgh Zoo in 
Scotland. 

In the spring of 1942, the newly formed Anders' Army left the Soviet Union for Iran, accompanied 
by thousands of Polish civilians who had been deported to the Soviet Union following the 
1939 Soviet invasion of eastern Poland. At a railroad station in Hamadan, Iran, on 8 April 1942, 
Polish soldiers encountered a young Kurdish boy who had found a bear cub whose mother had 
been shot by hunters. One of the civilian refugees in their midst, eighteen-year-old Irena (Inka) 
Bokiewicz, the great-niece of General Bolesław Wieniawa-Długoszowski, was very taken with the 
cub. She prompted Lieutenant Anatol Tarnowiecki to buy the young bear, which spent the next 
three months in a Polish refugee camp established near Tehran, principally under Irena's 
care.[2] In August, the bear was donated to the 2nd Transport Company, which later became the 
22nd Artillery Supply Company, and he was named Wojtek by the soldiers. The name Wojtek is 
the nickname, diminutive form, or hypocorism of "Wojciech" (Happy Warrior), an old Slavic 
name still common in Poland.  

Wojtek initially had problems swallowing and was fed condensed milk from an old vodka bottle. 
He was subsequently given fruit, marmalade, honey, and syrup, and was often rewarded with 
beer, which became his favourite drink. He later also enjoyed smoking (or eating) cigarettes, as 
well as drinking coffee in the mornings. He also would sleep with the other soldiers if they were 

Just Nuisance’s grave stone 
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ever cold in the night.[4][5] He enjoyed wrestling with the soldiers and was taught to salute 
when greeted. He became an attraction for soldiers and civilians alike, and soon became 
an unofficial mascot to all the units stationed nearby. With the 22nd Company, he moved to 
Iraq, and then through Syria, Palestine, and Egypt. Wojtek copied the other soldiers, drinking 
beer, smoking and even marching alongside them on his hind legs because he saw them do so. 
Wojtek had his own caregiver, assigned to look after him. The cub grew up while on campaign, 
and by the time of the Battle of Monte Cassino he weighed 200 pounds (14 st; 91 kg).[7] 

Private Wojtek 

From Egypt, the Polish II Corps was reassigned to fight alongside 
the British Eighth Army in the Italian campaign. Regulations for the 
British transport ship which was to carry them to Italy forbade 
mascot and pet animals. To get around this restriction, Wojtek 
was officially drafted into the Polish Army as a private and listed 
among the soldiers of the 22nd Artillery Supply Company. Henryk 
Zacharewicz and Dymitr Szawlugo were assigned as his 
caretakers.  

As an enlisted soldier with his own paybook, rank, and serial 
number, he lived with the other men in tents or in a special 
wooden crate, which was transported by truck. During the Battle of 
Monte Cassino, Wojtek helped his unit to convey ammunition by 
carrying 100-pound (45 kg) crates of 25-pound artillery shells, 
never dropping any of them. However, this story is of big 
controversy due to some people saying it was false, while a British 
soldier recalls seeing a bear carrying crates of ammo[9]. The bear 
mimicked the soldiers: when he saw the men lifting crates, he copied them. Wojtek carried boxes 
that normally required 4 men, which he would stack onto a truck or other ammunition boxes. This 
service at Monte Cassino earned him promotion to the rank of corporal. In recognition of Wojtek's 
popularity, a depiction of a bear carrying an artillery shell was adopted as the official emblem of 
the 22nd Company.[6][7] 

Post war 

After the end of World War II in 1945, Wojtek was transported 
to Berwickshire, Scotland, with the rest of the 22nd Company. They 
were stationed at Winfield Airfield on Sunwick Farm, near the 
village of Hutton, Scottish Borders. Wojtek soon became popular 
among local civilians and the press, and the Polish-Scottish 
Association made him an honorary member. 

Following demobilization on 15 November 1947, Wojtek was given 
to Edinburgh Zoo, where he spent the rest of his life, often visited 
by journalists and former Polish soldiers, some of whom tossed 
cigarettes for him to eat, as he did during his time in the 
army.[11] Media attention contributed to Wojtek's popularity. He was 
a frequent guest on BBC television's Blue Peter programme for 
children.[12] 

Wojtek died in December 1963, at the age of 21. At the time of his 
death he weighed nearly 35 stone (490 lb; 220 kg), and was over 6 feet (1.8 m) tall.[6] 

Courtesey of Wikipedia. 

 

Bear with Artillery shell, emblem 

of 22nd Artillery supply company 

Wojtec in Britain after WW2 
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Our next article was another discoverey by the Chairman whilst in South Africa. 

I’m sure we’ve all seen the film “Zulu” but one quite interesting character who served 

at Rorkes Drift, wasn’t depicted in the film, so here’s a little piece about him. 

Reverend George Smith, AKA Ammunition Smith 
'Padre' George Smith (8 January 1845 – 26/27 November 
1918), an army chaplain, was a defender of Rorke's Drift during 
the Zulu War of 1879, an action which saw the winning of 
eleven Victoria Crosses.  

Born in Docking in Norfolk in 1845, 'Padre' George Smith served 
as a missionary in South Africa from 1870. However, he is best 
remembered for his part in the famous defence of Rorke's 
Drift during the Zulu War of 1877–79 which won him the praise 
of several officers involved in that action in their reports. As an 
assistant army chaplain, and therefore a non-combatant, Smith 
played a supportive role in the defence, where he distributed 
ammunition to the soldiers of the 24th Regiment of Foot (2nd 
Warwickshire’s) who were manning the barricades. Smith was 
not portrayed in the 1964 film Zulu by which most people know 
of the battle. 

After the Zulu War he was often referred to as "Ammunition Smith". As an assistant army 
chaplain, and therefore technically a civilian. Smith was not entitled to receive a campaign medal 
or other award for his part in the defence. Instead he was offered, and accepted, a position as a 
regular army chaplain. He is depicted in The Defence of Rorke's Drift (1880) by Elizabeth 
Thompson and in the identically named painting by Alphonse de Neuville (below). 

After South Africa he served as chaplain in several other wars including the Battle of Tel el-
Kebir in Egypt, the war against the Dervishes in the Sudan and during the Nile expedition in 
Egypt. 

Padre Smith also served in many 
posts in the UK, and on 10 
February 1900 was promoted to 
Chaplain of the Forces first class 
(with rank as a colonel), and 
stationed at Caterham. On his 
retirement he resided in the 
Sumner's Hotel in Preston, where 
he died on 26/27 November 1918 
from bronchial trouble which had 
afflicted him for six months. After 
a small military ceremony, he was 
buried in the Church of 
England plot in New Hall Lane 
cemetery in Preston, Lancashire.  

Courtesey of Wikipedia.        
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 Our next article comes from our Vice-Chairman, Tony Smith (Smudge), who as 

a young Stoker in the Royal Navy, joined the Veteran Cruiser HMS Belfast in the 

early sixties for its final commission. 

HMS Belfast's 80th Birthday, March 2018 

 I am a member of the HMS Belfast 

association which is made up of ex-crew 

members. On March 16th and 17th, 2018 

we, as an association, were invited by the 

Imperial War Museum to take part in the 

ships 80th birthday celebrations. HMS 

Belfast was built by Harland and Wolf in 

Belfast, Northern Ireland and was launched 

on St Patricks Day 17th March 1938. She was commissioned into the Royal Navy in August 

1939 barely a month before the outbreak of WW2. Belfast is unique in that she is the only 

surviving big gun British warship from WW2. Only one other ship was exactly like her, HMS 

Edinburgh. Unfortunately, sunk in the Arctic Ocean during the war. Seriously damaged by a 

magnetic mine in November 1939, Belfast spent the next two and a half years being 

repaired. Back in service in 1942, she went straight on protection duties for the arctic 

convoys to Russia. Next was the Battle of North Cape, in which she played a major role in 

the sinking of the German battle cruiser Scharnhorst. 1944 saw her supporting the 

Normandy landings on D-Day and in 1949 she was flagship of the Far Eastern fleet during 

the 'Yangtze incident' involving HMS Amethyst. 1950-52 was spent with units of the British 

Fleet involved in the Korean War. In 1956-59 Belfast entered an extended refit and 

modernisation period during which her appearance was radically altered before again sailing 

to the Far East station. She finally paid off in 1963 becoming an accommodation ship in the 

reserve fleet in Portsmouth. Due to be scrapped in 1970-71, one of her former Captains, 

Rear Admiral Morgan-Giles formed a trust and, encouraged by the Imperial War Museum, 

managed to save her for the nation. Belfast was towed to London, moored-above Tower 

Bridge and opened to the public on Trafalgar Day, 21st October 1971. 800th birthday 

proceedings on Thursday 15th March saw most of the association members assembling in 

the Union Jack Club in London. The evening hours passed with much merriment, many sea 

stories and tall tales and shared memories, not to mention the odd pint or two. Half past nine 

on Friday the 16th March, saw the whole party gathering on the ship for a group photo call on 

the foc'sle at ten o'clock. The weather was extremely kind to us; it was warm and sunny with 

no wind. Pride of place in the group photo went to a Mr John Harrison, who at 104 was the 

oldest veteran there and joined the ship for her very first commission. Sadly, John died in 

February this year (2O2O) aged over 105!!! Afterwards a formal ceremony commenced with 

the Deputy Mayor of Belfast striking 8 bells on the silver ships bell that had been presented 

to the ship by the City of Belfast in 1938. The ceremony concluded with the Exhortation, the 

Last Post and a minute’s silence for those of the ships company/association who have 

crossed the bar. To round off the formal proceedings, the forward 6-inch guns were fired and 

even though they were only firing blanks you could still feel the steel deck tremble beneath 

your feet. The official celebration was rounded off with a buffet lunch and a tot of rum!! 
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Saturday morning saw the group back onboard to meet the visiting public. Everyone was 

placed in different locations around the ship to answer any questions that people had, that 

were many and varied and covered all aspects of the ship and naval life in general. On 

completion, the association had their AGM followed by lunch and another tot of rum to round 

off the day. My time on HMS Belfast – 15th March to 20th August 1962. My Duties: - engine 

and boiler room watch keeping at sea and auxiliary watch keeping in the auxiliary boiler 

room in Harbour Belfast was my first ship. I joined her in Singapore, along with another 9 or 

10 junior stokers fresh out of training at HMS Raleigh. However, we didn't move straight on 

to the ship because of the preparations for Flag Officer 2's (FO2) Harbour inspection/rounds 

on the following Saturday. We also discovered that the ship had completed her time in the 

Far East and was sailing for home waters on the following Monday. While all the 

preparations were going on, we were billeted in the shore base HMS Terror until Saturday 

rounds were over. Off duty time was spent beside the pool drinking 'Tiger Tops' (Tiger Beer 

topped off with Lemonade). We moved onboard on the Saturday afternoon just in time to get 

our white uniforms (ice-cream suits) ready for FO2's divisions on the Sunday morning. On 

the Monday morning the ship sailed for home and what a trip home - Hong Kong, Guam, 

Pearl Harbour in Honolulu (Sunbathing on Waikiki Beach), San Francisco, Seattle (World 

Space Fair), Vancouver (what a city!!!), Victoria, Panama Canal, Port of Spain, Trinidad and 

Home. I remember at about that time the national newspapers carried a recruiting advert for 

the RN which said "Seventeen and a half and he's in Hong Kong”- well I was Seventeen and 

a half and I had been in Hong Kong, for once a truthful advert it seems. Memories of that trip 

home - whilst crossing the Pacific, if the weather looked good; I took the opportunity to sleep 

on the upper deck by the Port 4" Guns - only rained on me once! Part of the Boiler Room 

routine was to 'Blow Soot' every night during the 'Middle'. This was not done until the ship 

had been turned onto a heading so that wind carried the soot clear of the ship. However, one 

night there must have been a 'breakdown in communication' (as it was delicately called). We 

blew soot too soon - the outcome was soot all over the nice clean wooden quarter deck - the 

end result was an extremely unhappy 1st Lieutenant and very unhappy stokers who ended 

up washing/scrubbing the deck down during the forenoon. Then of course there was a drugs 

scandal. After a tip off and a thorough search of the ship it was discovered that a couple of 

the Chinese laundry men were found to be smuggling a large quantity of heroin and opium 

for sale in the USA. Somewhat embarrassing for the Royal Navy, however, I didn't write 

home for a fortnight. Due to the resulting press coverage the world and his wife knew exactly 

where we were!!!! The Iast thing that sticks in my mind from that trip was that during a brief 

stop in Plymouth Sound, there was a sighting report of a body on a beach beneath HMS 

Cambridge shore establishment - investigation by our duty sea boat crew revealed the body 

to be a courting couple - ooopppps!!! On arrival in Portsmouth, most of the crew, who by this 

time had been away from home for 2 years or more, went on leave and draft and a new crew 

taken entirely from HMS Bermuda came onboard. All we new boys stayed on until after the 

shakedown cruise around Scotland and I left the ship on the 20th August - six unforgettable 

months!! All round, it was a great introduction to the Navy life, to life at sea, foreign lands 

and last but by no means least, the start of a lasting affection for an iconic ship with a proud 

history. 
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Finally, a short poem by our favourite poet, Clive Sanders. 
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