
1 
 

  

ISSUE 3 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman’s Foreword 

Happy New Year - I hope you all had a very happy and enjoyable 

festive time over the Christmas period - as for me the food and 

drink went down well. With the beginning of a new year, I am 

taking this opportunity to thank you all for your support over the 

past year and look forward to seeing you again in 2020. 

 

The Branch meetings start again on 16 January 2020 in Banwell 

Village Hall at 1930. Let’s start with a ‘get up and go’ or at least 

try to. At our February meeting we will say a “formal” thank you to 

all our poppy collectors with an informal meal in the guise of an 

American Supper. There will be a guest speaker   and this is one 

evening when the Branch can shine so please come along and support. 

 

In April we have our Annual Dinner.  Due to the success of holding them at the Mendip Springs Golf Club 

we will be seen there again!  The date is booked and can be found at the end of this newsletter. 

 

Moving on to May VE day is on the 8
th
 which is a Friday. The Government have declared it the May Bank 

holiday - that is not for you all to go the South of France for the weekend - oh no! It is planned to hold a 

small service with drinks by the VE Day Memorial Stone and Tree at Riverside. Exact details have yet to 

be formalised but I will give you more information at a later date. 

 

On Saturday the 9
th
 May a celebration will be held in the Village Hall in the form of food and 

entertainment and the bar will be open. Whilst this a Village event, the RBL are supporting it and I would 

strongly encourage you to support it also. At the time of going to press I do not know what the entrance 

fee will be but I will let you know when it has been decided. 

 

On Sunday the 10
th
 there will be a church service held – further details will be provided when known. 

 

VJ Day will come later in the year. 

 

On a sad note we had to say goodbye to our friend Mr Bob Harris who died last month at the age of 99. 

Our thoughts are with Jean, his widow, and all his family. 

 

We now have our own Notice Board on the Village Hall wall so there is no excuse for you not to know 

what is going on. Gill and I will endeavour to keep it up to date but if there is anything you wish to put up 

contact Gill or myself. 

 

You will also notice that there is a new photo of myself with the chairman’s chain on which we now have 

the former Chairmen of the branch listed - Mr Barry Mather 2000 to 2004, Mr Dennis Cruze 2004 to 2011, 

and Major William Mottram 2011 to 2012. 

 

Wishing you all the best for 2020 - let’s have a fantastic year. 

 

Tom 

Your Chairman 
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From the editor 

 
This is the third of our newsletters and a bit later than I planned due to illness – my apologies for this. Happy New Year to all. 
 
Again I had hoped to have an update on the Veterans Cards that were mentioned in the last two letters but as of now there has 
been none. Hopefully we will hear more later in the year. 
 
Those of you who were able to attend the Remembrance Day Service will have seen the account of the origin of the 
Kohima which Dennis had put together. It triggered off an idea and a memory as my Father- in – Law had been in Burma at 
the time of the battles as a doctor with the RAF Volunteer Reserve. He was also an artist (one of the Lakeland artists) and 
had painted a couple of pictures of the area which my husband and I possess. I thought it was worth reiterating the origin 
and add the two pictures.  
 
“When you go Home Tell them of us and say for your tomorrow we gave our today”  
 
After Japan declared war against the British Empire in 1941 and won battle after battle in SE Asia. In 1943 General Slim 
started retraining the multicultural troops that were to become the 14

th
 army to retake Burma but before he could strike, 

the Japanese launched Operation U-Go to cut the supply routes passing through the towns of Kohima and Imphal. The 
battle of Kohima and Imphal had begun and they changed the course of World War Two in South East Asia. The 14

th
 Army 

consisted of approximately 2.5million men and the battles of Kohima and Imphal cost the Japanese dearly. Of the 85,000 
men that started the battles 53,000 were killed or declared missing. The 14

th
 Army suffered nearly 17,000 casualties.The 

battle was fought at close quarters but a relief column did break through the Japanese siege to relieve the men at Kohima 
on 18 April 1944 and the link to the garrison at Imphal was restored.The words of the Kohima Epitaph, which is carved on 
the memorial of the 2

nd
 British Division in the cemetery of Kohima, remember the soldiers of the 14

th
 Army who died for 

our freedom. 
 
 

                                          
 

 

I hope you found the above interesting. Names have changed in Burma since then but I trust these make sense.  

Another origin you might find interesting is that of the two minute silence. In 2019 it was exactly 100 years old. 

 It apparently originated in Cape Town, in April 1918, when a city councillor received the news that his son had 

been killed on the Western Front. He suggested a period of respectful silence of two minutes to be observed each 

day. This was backed by the Mayor who had also lost a son. It was followed by a trumpeter sounding Last Post. 

 A gentleman from Cape Town, who had close contacts in Londo, brought the idea to the city and the proposal 

was immediately approved by King George V, who issued a decree on 7 November, suggesting that at the 

appointed time “there may be, for a brief space of two minutes, a complete suspension of all normal 

  The pass at Razabil that came under 
attack by the British to reconnect supply 
lines  
 

Hill 551 in the Razabil Pass where some of the 

worst fighting took place blocking the 

Maungdaw to Butindong Road on the road to 

Mandalay. 
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activities.......so that in perfect stillness, the thoughts of everyone may be concentrated on reverent remembrance 

of the glorious dead”.  

That I found very moving and interesting and it has been observed to this day as we all know. 

.................................................................... 

My last inclusion is the following letter that the committee sent to HQ in response to closures about which you 

will have read in the Mercury. 

“As Chair of the Banwell Branch of the Royal British Legion I and my members were shocked to learn that you would 

be closing Somerset Legion House – particularly as there was no prior consultation. 

I am uncertain as to what you have based this decision on and should be grateful if you would share with the County 

Chairman and Chairmen of the various Branches within Somerset and the City of Bristol the evidence to support your 

decision in closing SLH ie the attendance levels over the last 5 years.  

As you are aware the catchment area of SLH is shown below and I cannot comprehend that demand from these areas 

has fallen sufficiently low for you to make the decision to close this Rest & Respite House: 

 South Western 

 South Eastern 

 Metropolitan 

 West Midlands 

 South Wales 

 Bedfordshire 

 Birmingham 

 Buckinghamshire 

 Essex 

 Gloucestershire 

 Hereford 

 Worcester 

 Hertfordshire 

 Oxfordshire 

 Suffolk 

 Warwickshire 

 South Staffordshire 

 Brecon & Radnor 

 Carmarthen 

 Pembroke 

 Rhondda & Pontypridd 

 Vale of Glamorgan 

 West Glamorgan 

 

I now refer to the “advertising” slogans the Royal British Legion has on its web page: 
 

The Royal British Legion is at the heart of a national network that supports our Armed Forces community. 
How does closing one of its respite areas support the Armed Forces – particularly with the rise in mental health issues 
– the suicide rates within the Armed Services has risen over the last 12 months? 
 

We provide lifelong support to serving and ex-serving personnel and their families. 
A key asset to this “lifelong support” is the provision of respite areas for people to feel they are still cared for and in 
an area where they have access to sea. Taken from the “Mind” website: When Anna moved from the city to a seaside 
town she found it difficult to settle and began feeling stressed and isolated. But being by the sea has been the key to 
improving her wellbeing.”

i
 

 
Further, a recent study from the University of Exeter, found that people who live close to the sea are happier and have 
better mental health compared those who live inland

ii
. Therefore, by closing SLH the mental health support to serving, 

ex serving personnel and their families will stifle their recovery.  
 
The Legion works with politicians and officials at all levels to represent the interests of the Armed Forces community. 
I should like to be provided with evidence in how you have approached politicians and officials to keep SLH house 
open. 
 
The Royal British Legion has been supporting Service men and women, ex-serving personnel and their families since 

1921. And we're not going anywhere. 
The integrity of the Board is therefore in question as the community will see that the Royal British Legion are “going”. 
 

The Legion is here to help members of the Royal Navy, British Army, Royal Air Force, veterans and their families. 
From expert recovery and rehabilitation, to much-needed breaks away, we're here all year round to ensure the Armed 

Forces community can access any help they might need. 
The integrity of this statement is therefore in question as you are closing one of the centres that provides the “much-

need breaks away”. 

 

As you can see from the above – I (and on behalf of my members) am at a loss as to how the decision was made and 

therefore question the rationale behind it and look forward to hearing from you so that I can reassure my committee 

and branch members that the Royal British Legion is still here to help members of the Armed Services and their 

families.” 

 

If anyone has any comments about this letter then please contact Tom.  I think that is enough from me for now. I hope 

you find the content of this newsletter interesting. I could have put a lot more in but enough is enough. 

 

Gill Fawcitt 

Editor 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/destinations/europe/united-kingdom/england/articles/day-trips-from-london-to-the-coast/
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Hello Everyone, 
 
I was born in London but grew up in Surrey. As a child and young person I did not 
attend church or Sunday school. When I was thirteen, as a family, we moved to 
Cornwall which is where I came to faith in Jesus Christ. I got married to a man from 
Yorkshire in Cornwall. We have two grown up children who were both born in 
Truro.  In recent times we have become grandparents and have a beautiful one year 
old granddaughter. 
 
We have moved around the country a little. In 2004 we found ourselves living at 
Wesley College Bristol .This was so my husband Graham could continue 
Foundation Training. While I was there I took the opportunity to complete my Post 
Graduate Diploma with Cliff College. During this time I began to discern God's Call 
on my own life. Graham was stationed to North Devon in 2007. I was stationed 
there in 2009. We moved to the West Midlands in 2014. Home is where your heart 
is: wherever we have lived people we have met have helped to make it home. I have 
no doubt all of you will make Somerset Mendips a welcoming place and home. I 
look forward to meeting each and everyone of you. To walk together with the Lord; 
to share our faith journeys and encourage one another; to continue to grow in our 
discipleship; my desire is to make Jesus known.  
 

 
 

I was delighted to become your new RBL Chaplain. Goodbye for now and God bless you. 
 
Meg Slingo pictured here at the start of the Tree planting in November. A cold very blustery day. 

 

 

 

2019 Poppy Appeal Banwell District 
 
This year’s Poppy Appeal was well supported in a variety of ways this year. 
 
Morrison’s allowed us to have our table at their Locking Castle Store for 10 days. It was manned throughout this 
period by our very willing Volunteers, who were supported by Worle Army Cadets, Weston Sea Cadets and Spartan 
Explorers at Morrisons Locking Castle Store. 
In addition Morrison’s provided all the Cash counting and Banking facilities resulting in a Grand Total of £6,951.02. 
May we take this opportunity to thank all involved. 
 
Collecting Tins were also provided for the following: Bell Inn, Morrisons Petrol Station, Court Farm, Brewers Inn, 
Banwell Co-op, Banwell Garden Centre, Banwell News, Crafty Cuppa Cafe and Banwell School. 
The total collected in these areas plus St Andrews Church collection during the Remembrance Day Service was 
£741.23. 
 
Wreath donations received to date are £192.25, which provides a total collected in our district of £7,884.50. Many 
thanks to everybody who made donations and supervised in all our collection stations. 
 
Martin & Joyce Hemmings P.A.O. Banwell District 

 

 

 

Branch Community Support News from Dennis Cruze 

The Branch Community Support continues to work well in the village and I continue to be grateful for the help of you 

all in enabling this work to be carried out in our community.  Below is a table that gives our activities from 1
st
 July to 

30
th

 September this year.  For a small Branch we continue to do extremely well.  Thank you for your support.  May I 

ask again for help in this Newsletter.  If you are able to offer a few hours in helping Tom and I with visiting and phone 

calls please contact me on 823340 or denniscruze@btinternet.com.  We would be very grateful.   

 

mailto:denniscruze@btinternet.com
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You are our eyes and ears, so should you know of anyone that needs assistance with a visit or a phone call, then 

please contact myself or Tom. 

 

Branch Community Support Statistic for Banwell Branch 
 
For Year 1

st
 July 2019 to 30

th
 September 2019 

 

Total No of 
Visits 

How Many 
Clients 
Visited 

Total 
Expenditure 

How Many 
Telephone 
Buddies 
Called 

Bereavement 
Support 
Assistance 
Given 

Local 
Touchpoints 

Awareness 
Events Held 

12 10 £40.05 12 0 0 0 

 

I understand that this will be published in the New Year.  As that is the case then I hope that you all had a very 

enjoyable Christmas and may all your wishes for the New Year come to pass. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Royal 

British Legion                                 Touchpoint 

Now Every Thursday 

Between 1000 hrs and 1400 hrs 

Our aim is to support members of the British Armed Forces,Veterans and their families 

Need support or just a chat? 

Come and join us for a tea or coffee 

Please come and join us at:  77 Meadow Street Weston Super Mare BS23 1QL 
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2020 Dates of Branch meetings all at 1930. All the third Thursday of the month 
unless otherwise stated. Other events included 
 
16 January 
20 February  Poppy Supper 
19 March 
5 April           Mendip Springs Lunch 
8 May            VE Day   Look out for events in Banwell that weekend 
21 May 
18 June 
17 September 
15 October    AGM 
Possible Autumn Trip 
Possible Autumn dinner 
19 November 
December     TBC 
 
Details of the above can be obtained from Tom Couch, 823842, or Gill Fawcitt,  
Gill_Fawcitt04@yahoo.com   
 
The Committee is looking at a variety of possibilities as suggested by you our 
members. Watch this space! Maybe a trip to the Royal Mint in June. 
 
Change of date: Weston Armed Forces Weekend will now be on the same date 
as the National Event in Scarborough i.e. 27th & 28th June. 
 
VJ Day   15 August 2020 
 

 

 
 
Next Newsletter 
 
 
The next Newsletter will be in April 2020 with a deadline for articles being  
9 March 2020. Please feel free to send me articles or suggest content. It would 
be lovely to receive stories from members. 
 
 
                                                             
 
 


