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COUNTY CHAIRMAN'S REPORT - OCTOBER 2019
It has been fairly quiet around the County since I last
wrote to you. This has allowed us to take a break
before the start of the coming year. With the start of
the next Poppy Appeal, which will be officially
started with the “Poppy Launch” taking place on the
26th October, at Blaise Castle, I thought it would be
the ideal time to say well done for the last year, and
to wish you all well for the coming year.

I have had the opportunity to visit branch events and
branch meetings and AGMs and again, it was good
to meet members and to see how well the branches

are running. Coffee mornings seem to be going well and again, it is a valuable
source of contact with members and continued fundraising. We have held
CCSC/BCS meetings and we continue to look after those in need. I have also
visited 40 Commando RM, who have opened a new welfare centre to cater for
ex and serving marines. We have continued to hold training sessions, at both
DMH and at branch locations. All have been well attended and have proved
valuable to those who have attended. We will continue to supply training
throughout the coming year. I was pleased to see the Riders out and about.
They did their annual ride around the Clubs, culminating at DMH for a well
earned cup of tea and cake.

I have been able to attend some parades in the county, in particular, the Op
Banner parade in Vivary Park in Taunton and the Burma Star parade in
Minehead. We are not sure how many Burma veterans we have, but they are
getting fewer each year. There was only one in Minehead, Capt Walter Godsel
RN, uncle of the previous President. We need to be aware of our WW2
members who are decreasing in numbers and will need our care and attention.
I have also attended some funerals of ex-members, whom we continue to
remember and support their families.

I have recently had discussions with senior club representatives with a view
to holding meetings with Clubs. I wish to try and improve relationships with
the clubs. I will be sending out a letter to the club chairmen, inviting them to
attend the County Conference, and then later in the new year, invite them to
the Annual Branch Chairmen’s meeting. We have the support of the National
Representative, Peter Lund, and the MC Rep, Gerry Nunn. The aim is to try and
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get them to participate in joint initiatives. Both representatives have said they
wish to attend the Branch Chairmen's meeting. There is a need to work
together and it is another way into membership retention. We have been good
in the past at taking the initiative and I ask for your support in making this one
work.

We attend two Armed Forces Covenants in the County. One in North Somerset
at Weston-Super-Mare and the other in West Somerset at Taunton. They are
both very well represented and are a valuable source of contact for feeding in
information and to getting the Councils to engage. I am due to go to Weston
College in Weston-Super-Mare where they are keen to set up and run courses
at their Skills Centre. These will support ex- service personnel who wish to
either learn new skills or to go back to college to finish a subject that they
dropped or wish to improve. I think this is a wonderful opportunity for our
younger members should they wish to take advantage of the training. I hope
to report back to you in the future.

Looking forward we have the County Conference which is due to take place
on Sunday 12th January 2020. Your Branch Committee will have received the
details. I encourage you to take the opportunity to attend and update
yourselves on what is going on in the rest of the Legion family, and it's a good
time to meet old friends. There are plans ahead to improve the way we are run
and governed. When these changes happen, you will be informed by me
through your Group/Branch Chairmen. We also have the 75th Anniversary in
May 2020; if you have any plans then let the County Office know.

Could I finally thank all the branches for their news letters. I do read them and
respond to them. It is very encouraging to see the diversity of ideas put forward
to make your fundraising ideas enjoyable. The County News Letter continues
to prove very popular and I would ask you to continue to submit news of your
events. We would particularly like the dates of your future events to put in the
calendar.

I wish you all well for Christmas and a peaceful New Year. If there are any
issues that do concern you, then please do not hesitate to contact the County
Office. The MSO is there with help and advice.

Robert McDonald
County Chairman
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YEOVIL BRANCH AND THE “PITTARD’S POPPY”
Every year Yeovil and its surrounding district abounds with some wonderful
Remembrance Day commemorative displays, whether they be found in a school,
business or private household. The RBL Yeovil Branch decided that it was time
to recognise these presentations, but what would be suitable?

The Yeovil Branch Vice-Chair, Peter Forrester, came up with the idea of having a
perpetual trophy made so that the best Remembrance Day themed presentation
couldbe suitably rewarded. Heapproached the local leather companyof Pittard’s
P.L.C. and they were more than happy to donate a trophy that would be a
significant reflection of Yeovil and the surrounding area. What better way to do
so than to have a poppy trophy made of leather?

After consultation with Pittard’s P.L.C., its chief designer, Alice Chambers, came
up with a concept and made the trophy by hand. It consists of a display of red
leather poppies mounted upon a wooden plinth.

The photograph shows the Vice-
Chair of Yeovil Branch accepting the
“Pittards Poppy” trophy from Alice
on the 30th September 2019. It is
planned to award this annual prize to
the best Remembrance Day themed
decoration or display.

Judging for the event will take place
during the week commencing
Monday 4th November through to
Friday 8th November 2019. Any
business, school, or private
individuals who fall within the
Yeovil Branch Royal British Legion’s
areasof responsibility e.g.Brympton,
Chilthorne Domer, Chilton Cantelo

and Ashington, East Chinnock, Ilchester, Limington, Marston Magna, Mudford,
Queen Camel, Rimpton, Sparkford, Stoke Sub Hamdon, Tintinhull, Yeovil, Yeovil
Without and Yeovilton are eligible to enter this annual event.

The winners will retain the trophy for 10 months and may display it accordingly.
Entry is free and applications can be made through the branch's Facebook page,
which can be found at "Yeovil RBL".

Peter Forrester, Vice-Chair, Yeovil Branch
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COUNTY STANDARD BEARER COMPETITION
At the Riverside Club in Tiverton, Devon & Somerset Counties again held their
joint Standard Bearer Competition on 5th October. There were two competitors
for Devon and two for Somerset.

John Gallop of Wrington Branch and Darren Squires
of Chard Branch took part in the Somerset
Competition, which John Gallop won. He was
presented with the trophy by County Vice Chairman
Martin Heale.

A big well done to John,
who will continue as the
County Standard Bearer,
but also a special well done
to Darren who was taking
part in his first competition,
and who will now be the
Deputy County Standard
Bearer.

I hope that more Standard Bearers will
follow Darren’s example and compete
next year.

Kate Hurley MSO
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NORTH MENDIP GROUP WAR MEMORIAL COMPETITION
Deputy County Vice Chairman Pat Dun and I travelled around the North Mendip
Group on the 4th September 2019, judging war memorials which branches had
entered into the Annual War Memorial Competition.

Therewere twocategories– Indoor andOutdoor
War Memorials.

This year, first place in the Outdoor category
went to Backwell & Flaxbourton Branch and
second place went to Yatton Branch.

The Indoor competitionwaswonbyHutton,OldMixon&Locking - see the article
written by Jim Maunder of Hutton Branch on the following page.

Well done to everyone who took part in the competition, and I hope other Groups
maybeencouraged tohold their owncompetitions in future,workingon the same
model as North Mendip.

Kate Hurley MSO

Yatton Memorial Backwell Memorial
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HUTTON, OLDMIXON & LOCKING WIN WAR MEMORIAL TROPHY
Hutton, Oldmixon and Locking Branch of the
RoyalBritish Legionbeat off stiff competition tobe
awarded the prestigious Best Kept Indoor War
Memorial Trophy by North Mendip Group Royal
British Legion. This is the first time in 48 years of
the competition that the Hutton, Oldmixon and
Locking Branch have won the award.

The indoor memorial, which is housed in the
British Legion room of Hutton Village Hall, is
dedicated to the men and women of all three
villageswhomade theultimate sacrifice in service
toour country andunderlines themessage thatwe
must never forget.

Branch Chairman Liz Brown collected the award
on behalf of the Hutton, Oldmixon and Locking
Branch, thanking and congratulating all branch
members for their efforts.

Jim Maunder, Press Officer
Hutton Branch
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CREWKERNE & RNAS 845 SQUADRON RENEW AFFILIATION
On 29th August Crewkerne Branch
were invited to RNAS 845 Squadron at
Yeovilton to reaffirm their affiliation.
The Branch President, Terry Austin,
made and presented a plaque to
Commander Bond, the Commanding
Officer of 845 Squadron.

It was a great opportunity to catch up
with the Branch’s affiliated unit. They
were shown around the Squadron and
theMk3andMk4Merlin helicopters by
Lieutenant Burn.

Considering many of the Squadron
were preparing for their deployment

the following day, to board the new ship The Queen Elizabeth to go to the USA,
they still generously gave time to the Branch to make it a very enjoyable time.

Terry Austin and Cdr Bond.

Branch members & Lt Burn pose with a Mk 4 Merlin
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On Saturday 28th September,
Crewkerne Branch hosted ‘An
Evening with Jan’ a cabaret
entertainer who sang and gave a talk
on her life on board the cruise ships,
working alongside celebrities such
as Sir Cliff Richard and Dame Shirley
Bassey and many more. It was a
fantastic evening enjoyed by all and
£404 was raised.

The Branch would like to thank
everyone who attended and most of
all to Jan McNeill, who performed
generously at a much reduced rate.

Antony Samuel
Chairman, Crewkerne Branch

Chairman Tony Samuel & Secretary Alice
Samuel with Jan McNeill

st
CHRISTMAS SHOPPING IN EXETER

CREWKERNE'S MUSICAL FUNDRAISER
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SHEPTON MALLETT BRANCH PRESIDENT STANDS DOWN
After 25 years in the post Major General Ray Pett , CB, MBE, DL, FRSA stood
down as President of the Shepton Mallet Branch on 2nd September.

A soldier for 37 years, he ended his career as a Major General, the professional
head of the Infantry, commanding both British and Gurkha companies in Great
Britain, Northern Ireland, Malaysia and Hong Kong; a British battalion in Berlin;
and the8,000-strongGurkhaBrigade inHongKong andBrunei. Ray taught at both
Sandhurst and the Staff College, a member of the Royal College of Defence Studies
he held senior posts in the MOD and NATO, prior to his retirement in 1996.

Maj Gen Pett was Honorary Colonel of the 6th Gurkha Rifles, Colonel
Commandant of the King’s Division, Chairman of the Army Mountaineering
Association, a qualified parachutist, and an Arctic and winter warfare instructor,
spending all or part of seven winters in Norway.

Retiring early, Maj Gen Pett became Chief Executive of St Bartholomew’s, The
Royal London,TheLondonChest andQueenElizabeth’sChildren’sHospitals – the

largest Trust in the NHS. He later moved into
the private sector. He is a Freeman and
Liverymanof theCityof LondonandaFellow
of the Royal Society for the encouragement
of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce, until
recently a Deputy Lieutenant of Somerset
and Chairman of the Somerset Army Cadet
Force Trust. He remains President of the
League of Friends of Shepton Mallet
Community Hospital and of the Western
Branch of the Gurkha Welfare Trust.

Based very happily in Shepton Mallet, with
his wife Marie, for the past 32 years, he will
remain a member of the RBL Branch and is
looking forward to marching in the ranks on
Remembrance Sundays.

ThepositionofBranchPresidentwillbetakenoverbyBrigadierTonyDalby-Welsh.

Originally from Sussex, Tony Dalby-Welsh was commissioned from Sandhurst in
December 1967 into the Royal Army Ordnance Corps.

Ray Pett smiles as he hands over
the Presidential duties to Tony

Dalby-Welsh
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After a full and interesting career, he became a Brigadier in March 1993
commanding the Royal Logistic Corps Training Group, becoming the first one-star
Director. Retiring from the Army in August 2002, he retained strong connections
being Colonel Commandant, The Royal Logistic Corps.

After retirement Brigadier Dalby-Welsh became Chief Executive of the Wessex
Reserve Forces andCadetsAssociation supportingReserveunits andcadets across
the South West. He finally retired in September 2015.

Tony’s great love is the countryside andhe isChairmanof the International Trophy
Evaluation Board of the International Council for Game and Wildlife
Conservation. A keen sailor, both offshore and dinghy, he also has a long-held
love for rugby. Tony and his wife Vivienne moved to Shepton Mallet in 2002 and
are enjoying their family and grandchildren located in Lovington and Streatham.

Janice Crewe, Secretary
Shepton Mallet Branch

The Royal British Legion in Shepton Mallet is so
fortunate to have our local Rector, Johnathan Hunter-
Dunn, as our Honorary Branch Chaplain (HBC).
Jonathan recently presided over the Battle of Britain
Memorial Service,when theWomen’s Standardof our
Branch was laid up. He will also be officiating for the
Remembrance Sunday Service.

Jonathan leads a busy life, as you can imagine, but was
recently persuaded to become HBC for SMRBL. He
was impressed with our drive and determination to
engage with the local community and hoped he could
aid us particularly if someone was needing religious
support.

Andrew Ransom, Chairman
Shepton Mallett Branch
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Red poppy to be used to remember civilian victims for first time

If you wear a red poppy this year, it will mean something different. The Royal
British Legion has said that the symbol that has long represented remembrance of
the UK’s armed forces will also stand for civilian victims, not just of war, but
terrorism too.

Previously the “what is remembrance” web page said “the red poppy as a symbol
relates to the armed forces community specifically, but not exclusively, and
acknowledges the wider impact of conflict”.

It has been changed to say it “remembers” the sacrifice of the British and
Commonwealth armed forces, “pays tribute” to families and the emergency
services, and says “we acknowledge innocent civilians who have lost their lives
in conflict and acts of terrorism”.

TheRBLconfirmedonTuesday15thOctober that it hadadapted its positionahead
of the launch of its annual poppy appeal . A spokesperson highlighted shifting
public opinion aboutwhat remembrance shouldmean, particularly after the spate
of terrorist attacks in the UK in 2017.

“Our core positioning hasn’t changed but we do want to make it more explicit in
our language, because remembrance is inclusive of all modern Britain and its
important communities know their views and values are reflected in our activity.”

“Remembrance has a wider meaning and role, and this does include all civilians
affectedbyconflict and terrorism.Remembrancepaves theway for reconciliation,
but it is up to each generation to find reconciliation for themselves, and the Legion
upholds its place bringing people and communities together to have these
important conversations.”

Robert Lee – Assistant Director of Remembrance
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COUNTY CASEWORKERS NEEDED
County Welfare Caseworkers urgently needed in the

Mendip and South Somerset council areas.
Full training will be provided.

Please call the Contact Centre on 0808 802 8080 for a full information
pack.

If you need any further information what is involved in the role, please
contact Dennis Cruze (CCSC Chairman) at: denniscruze@btinternet.com or

Tel: 01934 823340

RECYCLE YOUR UNUSED STANDARD BEARER EQUIPMENT
Would any Branches having any old unused Standard Bearer equipment please

send it to County Office so that it can be used for training purposes.

THANK YOU!!
A big thank you to the following branches for their generous donations to
the County Welfare Fund: – Bishopsworth £5500; Bathford £1000 and
Dundry £125.00.

Also a big thank you to Whitchurch & Pensford Branch for their generous
donation of £1000 to the County General Fund.

POPPY APPEAL ORGANISERS REQUIRED
Neither Minehead nor Yatton Branches have a Poppy Appeal Organiser at present

If anyone would like to take on the role at one of these Branches, or knows
someone who would be interested, please contact Adam Brown

(Community Fundraiser for Somerset) on 07795611494 or
email to ADBrown@britishlegion.org.uk
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SOMERSET COUNTY STANDARD BEARER TRAINING - 2019

Month Day & Date Time Venue

March Saturday 2nd 14:00 - 16:00

Highbridge Community Hall, TA9 3BP 

April Saturday 13th 14:00 - 16:00

May Saturday 18th 14:00 - 16:00

June Saturday 8th 14:00 - 16:00

September

Saturday 14th 14:00 - 16:00

Saturday 21st 14:00 - 16:00

Saturday 28th 14:00 - 16:00

October Saturday 19th 14:00 - 16:00

December Saturday 7th  14:00 - 16:00

Standard Bearers are expected to turn out for training in uniform that complies with the 

Ceremonial Handbook - see ch.6.2 for full details.

SOMERSET COUNTY STANDARD BEARERS EVENTS - 2019

October
Saturday 5th 

13:00

County Competition with Devon County 

Riverside Club, Memorial Building, Angel Hill, 

Tiverton EX16 6PE

An appeal to all Newsletter
contributors
When sending in photos please don't
resize them (or let your email software
resize them for you) - tiny images just
don't print well. Send them as they
come from your camera and we'll
make them fit!

Anddopleaseprovide a coherentwrite
up describing the event - when,
where,why,what it achieved for TRBL.
Finally, please include thenamesof the
people featured in the photos.

Alan Coomber - Layout Editor
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Saturday 14th 14:00 - 16:00

Saturday 21st 14:00 - 16:00
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SOMERSET COUNTY STANDARD BEARERS EVENTS - 2019

October
Saturday 5th 

13:00

County Competition with Devon County 

Riverside Club, Memorial Building, Angel Hill, 

Tiverton EX16 6PE

If your Branch has a new Standard Bearer who can't get to the regular training
sessions it may be possible to arrange other sessions depending on the date, time
and place - petrol money would be appreciated!
Contact JohnGallopon01934862621 (canter@hotmail.co.uk) todiscusspossibilities.
New Standard Bearers must attend at least three sessions to learn the basic skills
required. Standard Bearers are expected to turn out at events in uniform that
complies with the RBL Ceremonial Handbook – see Ch. 6.2. for full details. They
should also turn out for training dressed accordingly.
All Standard Bearers are eligible to claim mileage expenses (45p per mile) from
their branch for attendance at training sessions, funerals and other events they
attend. A mileage claim form must be completed and submitted to their Branch
Treasurer. This would come under ‘Ceremonial’ in the Branch Accounts.

Kate Hurley MSO
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RBL Somerset County & Bristol Newsletter
Material for publication should be sent, by email, to the County Secretary

(KHurley@britishlegion.org.uk) at County Office, to arrive by the 21st of the preceding month.
All articles must be attributable – anonymous articles will not be published.

Please send text as an attached Word document or within the body of the email. Send
images as attached .jpg or .png files. Don't resize them - don't include them within a text file.

County reserves the right to edit, amend, defer or omit articles as necessary.
The current edition of the Newsletter, together with an archive of previous editions,

can be found on-line at:-
www.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/somerset/newsletters/county-newsletter

8th -10th May – VE Day Weekend

Branches are encouraged to organise their own events - please let us know
of your plans.

Change of date

WestonArmedForcesWeekendwill nowbeon the samedate as theNational
Event in Scarborough i.e. 27th & 28th June.

4th July – Taunton Armed Forces Day

15th August – VJ Day

To publicise on this page your Branch events for next year contact the MSO/
County Secretary.


