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Welcome to the Autumn edition of the Jendit. You may have 
noticed we have written this Jendit early due to the very high levels 
of news still to report from the summer events. However, first we 
must report the passing of two of our treasured members. 

 
The passing of Trevor Crease  

 

It is with greatest of sadness that we must announce the passing 
of our dear friend and parade commander Trevor Crease. Trevor 
had been fighting cancer for a few years but sadly he passed away 
at St. Margaret’s Hospice on 20th July 2019. 

Trevor was a long-standing member of our Branch and as a Major 
in the Army cadet force was regularly seen taking charge of any 
Remembrance parades we held around the town. Trevor was a 
great supporter of the RBL and always attended Branch events. 
He will be greatly missed by us all and our thoughts go out to his 
wife Corinne and all the family. 

 

The passing of Ron Tuck  

We must also sadly announce the passing of Ron Tuck at Yeovil 

hospital on August 9th at the grand age of 89. 

He had re-joined the branch and attended several events with his 

wife Pam. He particularly remembered and talked about the 

Christmas coffee morning last year when the children came to sing 
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carols. He was a very proud Great Grandad to Harvey who he taught to blow 

raspberries!  

Ron was a familiar face around Crewkerne for many years as the local traffic 

warden and also worked at Varta for some years.  

His wife Pam was very grateful for the help and guidance she received from the 

Admiral Nurses over the last few years and is looking forward to attending future 

events. We send her and her family our thoughts at this difficult time.   

Family coffee morning  

Families had fun at the Crewkerne Branch of Royal 

British Legion coffee and crafts morning, held in the 

George Reynolds Centre. Various crafts were 

prepared by Sandie Smith, the Branch Community 

Support representative to keep children busy and 

other members helped the youngsters to make masks, 

origami tanks, paper flowers, cards, paper parachutes 

and pom-pom ice creams. The popular sugar 

modelling activity with Viv from Viv’s Vision Cakes saw the youngsters creating their 

own penguins and polar bears to take home. Crewkerne Mayor Kathy Head called in 

for coffee and cake and commented that it was a lovely idea to hold the event during 

the summer holidays. Branch Secretary Alice Samuel said: “We raised £62.45 which 

was a bonus because we just wanted families to come along and enjoy the morning. 

I would like to thank all the children and parents, RBL members and our Mayor Kathy 

for calling in. A big thank you to Sandie and the other members who run these coffee 

mornings so successfully.” The next RBL coffee morning at the GRC is on 

Wednesday 20th November from 10.30 am until 12.30 pm.  Everyone is welcome, 

you don’t need to be an RBL member to attend.  

Visit to 845 Naval Air Squadron 

 

August 29th, the Crewkerne Branch were invited to 845 

Squadron at RNAS Yeovilton, to reaffirm their affiliation.  

The Branch President, Terry Austin, made and presented 

a plaque to Commander Bond Commanding Officer of 

845 Squadron. 

It was a great opportunity to catch up with the Branch’s 

affiliated unit. They were shown around the Squadron 

and the Mk3 and Mk4 Merlin helicopters by Lieutenant 

Burn. 

Branch members pose next to a 

Merlin MK4 helicopter. 
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Considering many of the Squadron were preparing for 

their deployment the following day, to board the new 

ship, The Queen 

Elizabeth to go to the 

USA, they still 

generously gave time 

with the Branch and it 

was an enjoyable 

time.   

 

An evening with Jan McNeil 

 

On Saturday 28th September, Crewkerne Branch 
hosted ‘An Evening with Jan’ a cabaret entertainer 
who sang and gave a talk on her life on board the 
cruise ships, working alongside celebrities such as Sir 
Cliff Richard and Dame Shirley Bassey and many 
more.  It was a fantastic evening enjoyed by all and 
£404 was raised. 

The Branch would like to thank everyone who 

attended and most of all to Jan McNeill, who 

performed generously at a much reduced rate for the 

charity.   

Martin Higgs D-Day parachute jump in Normandy 

Normandy Revisited – 75th Anniversary Commemoration Jumps 

The following item has been submitted by one of our members, Martin Higgs. 

Like any self-respecting member of the British Airborne Forces I had 

always wanted to jump from a Douglas DC3. This World War Two 

workhorse of the skies, known to the RAF as the ‘Dakota’, played 

such a vital part in the Allied airborne invasion of Europe that it has 

become iconic, not least for its heroic part in the battle of Arnhem. 

So it was that when a paragraph appeared in our regimental 

newsletter offering a chance to join the June 2019 commemoration 

jumps for the D Day landings, I signed up as quickly as I could, along 

with a dozen or more ‘lads’ from my old unit.  

I should mention here that I am now a 61-year-old ‘lad’ and my last military jump was 

in 1994, so it was obvious that I was a little ‘out-of-date’ and would need a refresher 

course. Luckily, most of our group were in the same boat and the parachute club 

 

Martin, "Ready for the Off" 

President Terry Austin presents the 

plaque to 845 CO, CDR Bond. 

Chairman and Secretary with 

entertainer Jan. 

The beautiful plaque created by Terry.  
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organising the whole operation (the Pathfinder International Parachute Group) 

had arranged courses throughout the spring of this year to prepare us for the 

weekend of events. Late March 2019 found twenty-four of us in a large hangar on 

an airfield just north of Arnhem called ‘Teuge’, which had been a Nazi night-fighter 

base in WW2 and is now mainly used for skydiving and flying training. Our course 

had an average age of 61 and the oldest jumper was 75. The four courses following 

ours had (younger) students from many different countries, including Poland, France, 

the Netherlands, Canada, Greece, Belgium, Norway, Denmark and (pleasingly) 

Germany.  

The course began on a Sunday night and was run by two ex-2 Para blokes who do 

this for a living. No surprises, then, that the whole enterprise had a very military feel 

about it (lots of hurry up and wait). The strangest thing for me was that it didn’t feel 

strange at all! It was just like being back in the mob; just like putting on an old pair of 

gloves (admittedly after 25 years!).  I suppose this feeling was helped by fact that, 

due to these being commemoration jumps and partly for the benefit of the civilian 

spectators, we were only allowed to jump wearing kit which is as close as possible to 

that worn during the original WW2 jumps. This proved expensive but definitely made 

all the difference by giving us a feeling of genuine connection with the lads who did it 

for real all those years ago. 

We had a particular flavour to our chalk (the RAF’s name for an aircraft load of 

parachutists). Due to the ‘maturity’ of our group we had more than a passing 

resemblance to the characters in the film ‘The Wild Geese’. 

This was emphasised when we got down to the ‘ground 

training’, which involves lots of rolling around and being 

dragged along the ground. I’ve learned the hard way that old 

bones don’t bounce as well as once they did! 

Suffice to say that by the Friday we had all completed the five 

jumps required and qualified to jump on the round canopies 

being used (the closest possible parachutes to those used on 

D-Day). 

The ‘Wings’ ceremony took place in the upper floor of a 

hangar on the base which belongs to an Anglophile Dutch 

millionaire and has been converted to look like a WW2 

English pub, complete with some incredible genuine memorabilia, such as leather 

flying helmets and original log books. 

Two months later the chalk reassembled in the gymnasium at Troarn, not far from 

the Sannerville Dropping Zone (DZ) in Normandy on which we were due to drop. 

Martin and the rest of his 

“Chalk" with the Dakota in the 

background. 
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Having packed our ‘chutes we kitted up and clambered aboard the transport 

taking us to the airfield at Carpiquet, on the other side of Caen. Things were 

not helped by the security clampdown due to the presence of President Trump, 

but eventually we arrived and debussed, making our way onto the tarmac ‘airside’ for 

yet more waiting around. 

I was impressed at the number of spectators gathering on the other side of the fence 

until we were told that they were there to see President Macron, who was arriving 

soon, not us.  

We were the second of the two chalks our aircraft (‘Drag ‘em Oot’) was dropping that 

day and the first stick had already gone. Eventually the Dakota arrived back and we 

were moved to join her on the grass between the apron and the main runway. As we 

sat on the grass under her wing we watched the procession of dignitaries from the 

UK and Paris arrive, being told that we would have to wait until they had all departed 

again before we would be allowed to take off. Not good news, as the sequence of 

aircraft drops was tightly scheduled and choreographed. We risked losing our slot. 

A group of French security men wandered across to us and one particularly friendly 

chap started chatting in perfect English, having his photo taken and generally getting 

to know us. Apparently, he was President Macron’s Head of Security and had been 

checking us over. However, this turned out to be to our advantage as we were soon 

told that the Chef de Securite had personally authorised us to take off. 

The flight was filled with so many sights, sounds and thoughts; the many patched 

bullet holes in the fuselage; the fact that this aircraft had dropped troops on D-Day 

itself; the look of apprehension always there in the eyes of the other jumpers; the 

rocking of turbulence; “Action stations… “ 

“Red on! Go!” 

Next thing you’re in the air and counting – ONE THOUSAND…TWO THOUSAND 

…THREE THOUSAND …CHECK CANOPY! 

Canopy good…  all round observation…  in clear air… good! 

Where’s the DZ marker?  Got it!   Steer that way. 

At this point I remember hearing the sound of waves on a beach. But we’re miles 

from the coast, it can’t be that. Then I realised that there were thousands of 

spectators along the edge of the DZ, all cheering and clapping. Over 100 military 

jumps and this is the first one to be applauded! 

Then the ground comes rushing up to hit me and it’s all over. 
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The Wild Geese have landed. 

Next stop, Arnhem 75th in September; one last jump. 

 

AGM 2019 

 

This years AGM saw the Chairman, Vice Chairman and Secretary finish their 3-year 
term of office and the Vice Chairman, Den Holland, decided that it was time for him 
to stand down from post. All three posts were put up for election and after the votes 
were counted Antony (Sam) and Alice Samuel were re-elected as Chairman and 
Secretary respectively and our new Vice Chairman is Anthony Smith (Smudge). We 
would like to take this opportunity to say a big thank you to Den for all his support 
and guidance over the last 3 years and for helping to steer the Branch to a new and 
bright future, we also wish him well in his new role as a welfare caseworker for the 
RBL.  

We would like to welcome to the Committee Darren Bradbury and Charlotte 
Brennan. Darren and Charlotte have already set up our new Facebook page and 
restarted the Branch website, Darren is also the Deputy PAO.  Peter Heather, who 
joined us from Chard last year. Peter has been extremely helpful with several 
projects over the last few months, not least the beautiful flower boxes on the railings 
at Severalls which Peter lovingly created for us.  Last but not least, Sarah King, who 
has been very active over the last couple of years helping out with functions, coffee 
mornings, raffles and helping her husband Bob with the Poppy Appeal. 

We must also say farewell to Brian Forster, who, although is stepping down from the 
Committee has offered to remain our stand-in Standard Bearer in the absence of 
Andrew Watts. Brian has now moved to Chard and set up home with his new wife 
and we wish him well for the future and thank him for all his support over the last few 
years. 

Following this year’s AGM our Committee is now as follows-: 

 

 President ……………...Terry Austin 

 Chairman ………………Antony Samuel  

 Vice Chairman .............Anthony Smith 

 Secretary…………. …..Alice Samuel  

 Treasurer ……………...Vivien Green 

 Committee………..........Sue Phinn   

 Committee……………..Peter Brown  

 Committee……………..Rita Brown 

 Committee……………..Sandie Smith  

 Committee……………..Robert King  

 Committee……………..John Davies 

 Committee……………..John Smith 

 Committee……………..Arthur Hamlin 

 Committee……………..Peter Heather 

 Committee……………..Darren Bradbury 
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 Committee……………..Charlotte Brennan 

 Committee……………..Sarah King 

 Poppy Appeal Officer…Robert King 

 Standard Bearer………Andrew Watts 

 Membership Sec……...Alice Samuel  

 BCS Rep ……………...Sandie Smith 

 BCS Sec……………….Alice Samuel  

 BCS Treasurer............ Vivien Green 

 
Introduction of the new Branch Mascot 
 
It was decided by the Committee that a way of engaging 
with younger people would be to introduce a Legion mascot 
to the Branch and so it was decided that the mascot should 
be a lion.  Over the last few weeks the Lion mascot has 
visited local primary schools in the area and we have 
invited the children to come up with a name for the Lion. All 
the children have really taken to the idea and we hope to 
have a name for our new mascot for our Poppy Launch on 
the 26th October where the Mayor will announce the winner 
of name the Lion competition. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Our new Lion Mascot to be 

named. 
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