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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 

(BR 2555) 
	
	
	
	
NEWSLETTER	NUMBER	THREE	

1ST	AUGUST	2019	
	

1.	 A	 lot	 has	 happened	 since	 the	 last	 newsletter	 and	 the	 Yeovil	
Branch	 RBL	 has	 been	 actively	 engaged	with	 the	 community	 during	
this	busy	period.	
	
2.	 The	Branch	Annual	General	Meeting	took	place	in	the	Yeovil	Ex-
Services	and	Social	Club	on	Friday	4th	December	2018.			Although	the	
attendance	was	small,	a	very	productive	meeting	took	place.	
	
3.	 One	 of	 the	 sadder	 tasks	 of	 the	 Yeovil	 RBL	 was	 to	 attend	 the	
funeral	 of	 an	 ex-serviceman	 who	 had	 been	 suffering	 from	 P.T.S.D.	
since	 the	 Falklands	 War	 and	 became	 another	 casualty	 of	 it	 when	
sadly	 the	demons	became	too	many	and	he	 took	his	own	 life.	 	The	
funeral	 took	 place	 on	 Friday	 20th	 December	 2018.	 	 Rest	 in	 peace	
Stewart	R.	Kingdom.	
	
4.	 After	consultation	with	Somerset	County	R.B.L.,	and	taking	into	
consideration	the	gradual	loss	of	other	R.B.L.	Branches,	it	was	agreed	
that	the	following	villages	would	come	under	the	umbrella	of	R.B.L.	
Yeovil	(new	members	welcome):	
	

Brympton,	Chilthorne	Domer,	Chilton	Cantello	&	Ashington,	East	
Chinnock,	Ilchester,	Limington,	Marston	Magna,	Mudford,	Queen	
Camel,	Rimpton,	Sparkford,	Stoke	sub	Hamdon,	Tintinhull,	Yeovil	
Without	and	Yeovilton.			
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5.	 The	 Branch	 Presidents	 Open	 Letter	 dated	 10th	 February	 2019	
was	published	on	the	Yeovil	R.B.L.	Facebook	page.	
	
6.	 At	12	noon	on	Sunday	17th	March	2019,	on	the	75th	anniversary	
of	 the	 sinking	 of	 H.M.L.C.I.(L),	 the	 branch	 gathered	 at	 the	 Yeovil	
Town	Centre	war	memorial	to	lay	a	wreath	of	behalf	of	a	95	years	old	
veteran	 living	 in	 Wales	 to	 commemorate	 his	 Yeovil	 chum,	 Able	
Seaman	 Douglas	 William	 Raymond	Masters,	 Royal	 Navy.	 	 	 Despite	
appeals,	we	were	unable	to	trace	any	of	his	relatives	to	join	us	at	the	
ceremony.	
	
7.	 On	Wednesday	29th	May	2019	the	Branch	Chair	and	Vice	Chair	
attended	 a	 memorial	 service	 for	 Lord	 Paddy	 Ashdown	 held	 in	 St.	
John’s	 Church,	 Yeovil.	 	 Paddy	was	 a	 strong	 supporter	 of	 the	 Yeovil	
Branch.	
	
8.	 The	 Poppy	Appeal	 totals	 for	 2018	were	 published	on	 the	 30th	
May	2019.			Yeovil	and	its	surrounding	area	raised	a	record	£23,415.	
	
9.	 The	75th	anniversary	of	the	D-Day	landings	was	remembered	at	
the	 Yeovil	 Town	War	Memorial,	 with	 the	Mayor	 in	 attendance,	 on	
Thursday	 6th	 June	 2019.	 	 	 A	wreath	was	 also	 laid	 on	 the	 American	
War	Memorial	within	the	town.	
	
10.	 The	 Yeovil	 R.B.L.	 Vice	 Chair	 attended	 the	 Somerset	 Armed	
Forces	 Covenant	 Partnership	 meeting	 in	 Norton	 Manor	 Camp,	
Taunton,	the	home	of	40	Commando	Royal	Marines.	
	
11.	 The	Yeovil	Branch	R.B.L.	Vice	Chair	attended	the	Mayor’s	Civic	
Ceremony	held	in	St.	John’s	Church,	Yeovil.	
	
12.	 On	the	30th	June,	the	Yeovil	Branch	R.B.L.	were	at	the	finish	line	
in	 Ilchester	 to	 greet	 bicycle	 riders	 from	 Wales	 as	 they	 completed	
their	3	Base	Charity	Ride.			It	was	the	hottest	day	of	the	year	at	that	
point	 and	 the	 landlady	 of	 the	Bull	 Inn,	 Ilchester,	 kindly	 let	 the	 lads	
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have	the	use	of	a	room	so	that	they	could	all	get	a	good	cold	shower	
and	change	into	better	drinking	attire!	
	
13.	 V.E.	Day	75	 falls	on	 the	8th	May	2020	and	Yeovil	Town	will	be	
stage	 an	 event	 on	 this	 Bank	 Holiday	 in	 Nine	 Springs	 Park.	 	 Yeovil	
Branch	R.B.L.	have	been	invited	to	join	the	committee	overseeing	the	
event	and	the	Vice	Chair	will	be	its	representative.		Further	details	in	
the	next	newsletter.	
	
14.	 During	 the	 course	 of	 the	 year	 a	 competitive	 trophy	 is	 being	
constructed	and	donated	to	 the	Yeovil	R.B.L.	by	Pittards	Plc,	Yeovil.		
It	takes	the	form	of	red	leather	poppies	on	stalks	that	are	held	within	
a	 wooden	 mount	 and	 with	 a	 brass	 plaque.	 	 	 Once	 the	 “Pittards	
Poppy”	is	completed,	individuals	and	organisations	within	the	Yeovil	
Branch	and	its	outlying	areas	will	be	able	to	compete	for	it.			

It	will	be	awarded	on	an	annual	basis,	to	be	held	for	10	months,	
for	the	best	Remembrance	Day	Display	or	theme.			More	details	will	
be	published	on	how	to	enter	the	competition	shortly.	
	
15.	 On	 Friday	 26th	 July	 2019	 the	 Yeovil	 Branch	 R.B.L.	 was	
represented	 by	 the	 Chair	 at	 the	 funeral	 of	 a	 D-Day	 veteran	 sailor	
from	Martock,	Sydney	James	Walsh,	aged	97	years.			A	packed	Yeovil	
Crematorium	saw	the	veteran’s	body	arrive,	accompanied	by	motor-
cyclists,	 and	 drove	 past	 paraded	 standards.	 	 Fellow	 veterans	 and	
serving	service	personnel	were	much	in	attendance.	
	
16.	 Finally,	 during	 the	 100	 years	 celebrations	 to	mark	 the	 end	 of	
World	 War	 One,	 a	 large	 number	 of	 cardboard/metal	 cut	 outs	 of	
WW1	soldiers	were	found	throughout	our	area.		Most	of	them	have	
by	now	disappeared.		The	Yeovil	Branch	RBL	can	make	use	of	them,	
so	if	you	have	one	or	two	you	would	like	to	get	rid	of,	please	contact	
me	and	I	will	come	and	collect	them	from	you.	
	


