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BRANCH SECRETARIES:  PLEASE NOTE THAT THE ITEMS IN THIS MONTHLY CIRCULAR 

SHOULD FORM PART OF THE REPORT TO YOUR BRANCH COMMITTEE 

 
COUNTY CHAIRMANS REMARKS 

 

Sad News- 

 I am sorry to have to report that last year ended with the news that June Walker, the wife and 
constant companion at all Legion meetings and events, of her husband, Aussie Walker MBE, my 
predecessor as County Chairman passed away after a period of illness. June was a true Legion 
Member. On behalf of myself and the County, I have no hesitation in adding with mine, your 
condolences to Aussie and his Family. June’s funeral is taking place on Thursday 10th at 3.15pm at 
Thanet Crematorium CT9 4LY. All are welcome to attend. 

 
 
I am delighted to report that at the close of play for the MS1 Branch and Committee notifications 
as a County we had a 100% return. Thank you all for your efforts in getting the returns in on time. 
Only three branches have opted to become County Supported due to being unable to get Officers 
to take on positions, I look at the CSB as a holding situation, where the branch can continue to run, 
however, we the County Team will work with them over time to hopefully one day to return them 
to a Stand-alone branch.  
 
Good news on branches is that Marden Branch, which has been a Sub- Branch for as long as I can 
remember, is now returning to Full Branch status having not only obtained new officers and 
committee but also, has over doubled their membership.  
 
I look forward to seeing you all at the County Conference at Headcorn on Saturday 19th January, 
which commences at 1 pm. The County Team will still have some vacancies for Committee 
Members so if you are interested you still have time to get your nomination in to the MSO. 
The County do need a Press Officer who will contact the local papers TV etc to ensure that our 
events are published. If this is something you can do please let me know. In addition, if you are or 
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were a Trainer in your day-to-day job, I need one or two members to help run the Training 
Courses. 

Richard Cast 

 County Chairman 

 

DONATIONS TO COUNTY FUNDS 
The following donations have been gratefully received: 
 
£173.00 Lamberhurst Golf Club 
£749.94 St Mary’s Church, Leigh  
£250.00  Orpington Branch 
£200 Personal donation from Mr Stephen Rigby 
£423.79 The Parish of St Peter and St Paul, Saltwood 
£639.67 Cranbrook Branch 
 
 
 
MEMBERSHIP FORMS 
If your Branch requires some MS4 Application forms please could you order them direct from 
poppymembership@britishlegion.org.uk and not your MSO 

 

You will need to supply the following 
Branch Name 
Branch Number 
Branch Role 
Delivery Address. 
Amount required (only 50 can be ordered at one given time) 
 
 
NEW OFFICE 365/MAP LOG-INS 
In light of the fact that many of you have new Officers in place, you will need to request new MAP 
log-ins to access your Branch portal, which in turn allows you to see members listings/County 
Newsletters and various other items of interest. You can request these by emailing me your 
Branch name and role within the Branch. Due to GDPR, previous passwords are not transferable. 
 
KENT COUNTY ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2019 
County Conference will take place at Headcorn Village Hall on Saturday 19th January commencing 
at 1pm. Paperwork was posted out to all Branch Secretaries back in October ( green for ease of 
reference ) If you still wish to send a delegate please contact me no later than 10th January. 
The guest speaker will be Sandra Fruish, Assistant Director of Membership for the Royal British 
Legion. Many of you will know Sandra, as she was previously the Area Manager for the South East 
Team.  
For those arriving early, due to travel arrangements or to setup, please be advised that tea/coffee 
will be served from 9.30-12 at a cost of 50pence per cup. 
The Conference Committee are still seeking a member from the floor, to join the Committee so if 
you are interested, please contact me 
Please pass this information on to your Branch Delegate – A Delegate pack was sent out to each 
Delegate before Christmas so please bring with you as none will be supplied on the day 
 
COUNTY OFFICE 
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Our County office at the Royal British Legion Village, Hall Road, Aylesford, ME20 7NL (Behind Base 
Camp and through the blue gates, first building on the right) is open every Wednesday between 
10am-2pm for any Branch or member to pop-in. The Kent County Chairman / Vice Chairman / 
Treasurer and MSO are available to answer any query or you can just pop in for a cuppa and chat. 
If we do not know about your concerns or queries, we cannot support and advise you; so please 
pop-in and see us. 
 
 
TRAINING 
Our County Training Officer is in the midst of securing training dates for 2019. Further emails and 
notices will follow. New officers should be encouraged to attend training sessions available. 
 
SUCCESS WITH MARDEN BRANCH- WE DID IT ! 
 

 
 
It gives me great pleasure to announce the following success within Kent County. When I 
commenced the role of MSO back in April 2018, Kent had 67 full Branches and 1 sub-Branch            
(Marden). Given the changes in Membership and the introduction of County Supported Branches, 
it meant that the Legion would no longer support Branch’s becoming a sub Branch of another 
Branch. As Marden had been under Goudhurst’s radar for many years, I decided to make it my 
mission to see if Kent County could bring Marden Branch back to full Branch status. With the 
support of a handful of Kent County Committee members, we set upon the challenge. We had 
various meetings with the Branch President/Chairman/Vice Chairman and Secretary. Then came a 
big recruitment drive, sending letters to local businesses/schools/community groups asking for 
support. In the summer, the Vice Chairman and his wife opened up their home and garden for 
friends in a bid to raise awareness and gain members. The local pub, The WestEnd Tavern, have 
been supportive in allowing us to hold regular meetings in their premises; laying on food and 
generally supporting our aims. In November 2018 a new Committee was formed, new Officers in 



place and the enthusiasm is bubbling; the membership has risen from 23 to 45,  with new ideas for 
fundraising in the Village and events in the pipeline. We are just waiting on the formalities of 
paperwork and Marden will be back to full Branch status. It was hard work, but we did it and 
everyone involved should be very proud. 
If you need support with your membership or ideas to retain/recruit, please contact me. 
 
WELFARE REFERRALS 

This is a reminder that all those requesting welfare assistance need to be referred to the Legion’s 
Contact Centre on 0808 802 8080 (calls are free from UK landlines and main mobile networks) or via 
e-mail at info@britishlegion.org.uk.  Area and County Offices can no longer accept direct referrals 
and can only respond to requests from those  and until the Contact Centre has been informed first. 

 

THANK YOU 
Could I please give much belated thanks to those Branches and members who so generously 
contributed to my retirement. I know I ended my role as MSO back in April but due to various 
circumstances, I was only presented with a cheque quite recently. My wife and I love to travel and 
this money will be put towards a cruise to the Norwegian Fjords 
I thoroughly enjoyed my 17 years working for the Legion and especially the 8 years as County 
Secretary/MSO for Kent County. 
I now work part time at Leeds Castle so if you see me there, please say hello 
Thank you once again 
Tony West 
 
 
POPPY APPEAL RECOGNITITION 

 
 
Ashford PAO, Nikki Cain and Branch Secretary, Caye Gould attended an event at Ashford College run 
by Stronger Kent Communities Volunteering Organisation. Caye and Nikki were able to meet up with 
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many other organisations that have been in contact with the branch throughout the year and finally 
put faces to the names of people who they spoke to on the phone.  
Nikki received a Certificate of Appreciation from the Ashford Mayor for her hard work with the Poppy 
Appeal and co-ordinating Armed Forces Day celebrations in the town. Well Done to Nikki 
 
 
 KENT COUNTY CAROL CONCERT 2018 
Thank you to all who attended the Carol Concert at Capel Morris in December, especially Branch 
members and Standard Bearers. We were privileged to have a ‘real’ baby Jesus and Mary and Joseph 
after a very willing couple who reside in RBLI accommodation on the Village at Aylesford, took to the 
main stage and joined in our nativity. Members from the Riders Branch were the Wise men and other 
familiar faces filled the other spots! We would like to thank all those that attended and took part, at a 
drop of a hat, with not a lot of persuasion! 
 
 
Regards to you all and a Very Happy , Healthy 2019 

 
Membership Support Officer 
Email: nward@britishlegion.org.uk 
 
 
 
 

 

LEST WE FORGET 
Notification has been received from a Branch Officer that the following members have passed on: 

 

 

  

  

 Mr Henry Shackleton President of Elham Valley 

 Mr Thomas Mitchell Cowden and Hartfield 

 Mrs Mary Dinnis Shoreham 

 Mrs June Walker Downs 

 Mr John Bennett Sandwich 

 Mr Geoffery Manser Goudhurst 

 Mr Richard Fleming Sittingbourne and Milton Regis 
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                                    Our deepest sympathies go to their families and friends                                       

 

KENT COUNTY DIARY OF EVENTS 

JANUARY 2019 

Sat 19th County Conference - Headcorn Village Hall (1 pm) 

FEBRUARY 

Sat 16th Branch Management Course- Capel Morris Centre (10am) 

MARCH 

Sat 2nd Branch Management Course - Capel Morris Centre (10 am) 

Sat 23rd Branch Treasurers Course with basic accounts presentation -   

  Capel Morris Centre ( 10am) 

APRIL 

Sat 13th Recruiting Adviser course - Capel Morris Centre (10 am) 

MAY 

Sat 19th - 20th Annual Conference - Bournemouth 

JUNE 

Sun 30th County Parade – Royal British Legion Village Branch to host 

 

 

 
 

 


