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BRANCH SECRETARIES:  PLEASE NOTE THAT THE ITEMS IN THIS MONTHLY CIRCULAR 

SHOULD FORM PART OF THE REPORT TO YOUR BRANCH COMMITTEE 

 

 
COUNTY CHAIRMANS REMARKS 

What a wonderful feeling it has been, to be involved in this year’s Poppy Appeal and Remembrance 
Tide events. With so many organisations wanting our presence it has been a busy time for the County 
Team and sadly we have had to turn down late requests, where we have been booked to be 
elsewhere. 
The Poppy launches around the County have shown how much support there is for Poppy as the 
symbol of remembrance, Kent was awash with knitted poppies coming down from towers, made into 
remembrance sayings comments across buildings, designed as gardens, adorning railings, each were 
different and showed the love and hard work put in by those who gave their time and effort.  
The appeal period has been good and as far as I can see the Kent Public has again been generous. 
Many thanks must go to our collectors who have suffered the cold or sat and stood for long hours in 
the Supermarkets. When the interim figures become available, we shall make they are published. 
On Remembrance Sunday, many of the Churches had standing room only and round the memorials 
were numbers that had not been seen for many years, all with their own and current reasons for 
being there but also so many who came just to say “Thankyou” to the World War One Servicemen in 
the 100th Year since the end of that terrible war. 
To single out even just a few of the wonderful events held for Remembrance around Kent would be 
difficult. If you have photos and comments on any, please send them to our Webmaster 
kentrblwebmaster@btinternet.com who is producing a Centenary Remembrance Page on the 
County Website. 
As we move into December, which thankfully is a quieter month, may I remind those who haven’t yet 
sent in their MS1’s and MS1B to please get them completed and sent in. If you have any difficulty in 
completion of them, please contact the MSO or myself and we shall be happy to assist you. It will 
really help if they are all in by 6th December so that we can get everything cleared and planned for 
the County Conference. 
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May I wish you all a very merry Christmas and a happy new year. 
 

 

Richard Cast 

 County Chairman 

 

 

DONATIONS TO COUNTY FUNDS 
The following donations have been gratefully received: 
 
£25.00 Shepway and Parkwood Branch 
£990.00 bequeathed to the Legion by Miss Patience Rowan 
£175.00 Seasalter and District Womens Institute 
£115.00 In Memory of the late Mrs June Willcock 
£1234.04 St Mary’s Church, Speldhurst 
 
 
MS1 and MS1B FORMS 
Please ensure you forward to MSO at the County Office by 6th December to allow the inputting 
of all 67 Branch’s details on to the Database and lodge the form with Head Office before the cut 
off date of 31 December 
  
MEMBERSHIP FORMS 
If your Branch requires some MS4 Application forms please could you order them direct from 
poppymembership@britishlegion.org.uk and not your MSO 

 

You will need to supply the following 
Branch Name 
Branch Number 
Branch Role 
Delivery Address. 
Amount required (only 50 can be ordered at one given time) 
 
POST FOR MSO  
I am still receiving mail that has gone on a little journey before it actually reaches me, due to 
the sparsely/incorrect written envelopes! Please use the full address at the top of this 
Newsletter and my name. 
The Tony West replacement, to whoever works at County office, the MSO- whoever she is and 
no name at all are just a few of the envelopes that I have received after they have travelled all 
around the RBL Village before finally reaching me ! 
 
COUNTY AWARDS 
If you received a trophy from last year, please return it to the County Office by 6th December 
 
KENT COUNTY CAROL SERVICE 
The Kent County Chairman would like to invite you all to a Carol Service on Saturday 8th December 
@ 2.30pm in the Capel Morris, Aylesford, kent ME20 7NX. There will be light refreshments and a 
raffle; all welcome 
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KENT COUNTY ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2019 
Next years County Conference will take place at Headcorn Village Hall on Saturday 19th January 
commencing at 1pm. Paperwork was posted out to all Branch Secretaries back in October ( green 
for ease of reference ) If you wish to send a delegate, you must return the relevant paperwork to 
the County  Office no later than 6th December, along with your MS1. If your Branch Delegate does 
not attend, your voice cannot be heard. 
 
The guest speaker will be Sandra Fruish, Assistant Director of Membership for the Royal British 
Legion. Many of you will know Sandra, as she was previously the Area Manager for the South East 
Team. There will be a question and answer session and it is hoped that all Branches will make an 
effort to attend so that they can put their questions to her. Any questions should be submitted to 
the MSO in advance but no later than 6

th
 December please. Anything received after this date, may 

not be answered on the day 
 
Remembrance 
Sandown Primary School in Deal has just become affiliated to the Downs Branch. They have done 
remarkable work on the commemorations with the schoolchildren 
A ceramic tile was purchased for each pupil – a local artist went in to show them how to paint a 
poppy and every child has added to this permanent memorial at the entrance to the school. 
 
 

 
 
 
Swanley, Crockenhill and Hextable Branch, Remembrance Plaques 
Early this year I, Harry Chapman (Branch Secretary) put forward a proposal that the Branch, as part of 
the 100th commemoration of the end of WW1, should support the production of “Remembrance 
Plaques”.  These would be wooden boards that local schools and youth groups would decorate in a 
remembrance theme, to go on display at the Remembrance Services in our area.  The Branch gave 
their full approval and I went ahead with the idea. 
First of all I contacted the local schools and youth groups and six schools (Hextable Primary, St Paul’s 
Primary Swanley Village, St Bartholomew’s Swanley, Horizon Primary Academy Swanley, Crockenhill 
Primary and Orchard Academy) plus Swanley Guides and 593 Squadron ATC, agreed to help. I then 



went out to get the material and  had great success with Homebase Dartford and Timber Mouldings 
of Sutton at Hone, donating all the timber required. 
I made 18 base units and distributed them to those doing the decoration in late May.  They all came 
together on the 15 October at Five Wents Hall in Hextable, where they were viewed by the Deputy 
Lieutenant of Kent Lord Colgrain, Sir Michael and Lady Fallon, the Mayor of Swanley, representatives 
of Crockenhill and Hextable Parish Councils, plus our own MSO Nikki Ward.  Also present was the 
Branch Chairman (Jackie Best), Treasurer (Kath Chapman), Membership Secretary (Jean Needham) 
and myself.  See photograph. 
These plaques have the names of those on the War Memorials in Swanley and Crockenhill on the top 
of each one.  They were put on display at the three Remembrance Services in our area and the Vicar 
at St Mary’s Swanley have asked to keep them for a time in the Church, so more people can view 
them.  
The young people involved were congratulated, for all their efforts, which strengthens the belief that 
the youth of today, do remember the sacrifice made 100 years ago and will continue to do so. 

 
 
Brabourne and Smeeth War Memorial 
Gathering at the newly renovated Smeeth War Memorial the Brabourne and Smeeth Branch 
celebrated the end of the Great War when, after a short address by the newly appointed priest of the 
parish, Rev. Chris Denyer and the laying of a wreath, the Branch moved, not quite in column of route, 
to the Church Hall.   Here after a rousing sing-along entitled "Songs from the Trenches", trench food 
was served, this consisted of a choice of soups, much more nutritious than Maconocies, bully beef 
sandwiches and plum and apple jam rolls.   Members of the village including the Chairman of the 
Parish Council, and children from Brabourne School also attended the event which lasted much 
longer than the projected time as the Branch sang along with great gusto and really enjoyed the 
experience.    
 
 
 
 

Regards to you all 

 
Membership Support Officer 
Email: nward@britishlegion.org.uk 
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Please note : The County office is closed from Friday 21st December, reopening Wednesday 2nd 
January 2019. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a Very Happy Christmas. Remember that not 
everyone is spending Christmas with their family or friends and many people in the UK do not 
celebrate the festival at all. It may be a hard few days for some, but you can get through it and you 
are not alone. 
 
 
 
 

 

LEST WE FORGET 
Notification has been received from a Branch Officer that the following members have passed on: 

 

 

  

  

 John Furse Smarden 

 Alan Bennett Leeds and Hollingbourne 

 Sidney John Hammon Brabourne and Smeeth 

 Joseph Henry Cook West Kingsdown 

 Dennis Mancktelow Goudhurst 

 Leslie Aris Gravesham and Ebbsfleet 

 Pamela Leaver Gravesham and Ebbsfleet 

 Mrs Sonia Weighill Smarden 

  

  

  

                                    Our deepest sympathies go to their families and friends                                       

 

KENT COUNTY DIARY OF EVENTS 

DECEMBER  

Sat 8th Carol Service - Capel Morris Centre (2.30 pm) 

JANUARY 2019 

Sat 19th County Conference - Headcorn Village Hall (1 pm) 

 
 



Leeds, Hollingbourne & District 

Branch in conjunction with 

Hollingbourne Meadows Trust 

 

 

11th November 2018 saw the opening of the Hollingbourne 

Meadows Trust ambitious project code named P100. 

In partnership the Leeds, Hollingbourne & District Branch of 

the Royal British Legion, the plan was to plant an “Avenue of 

Remembrance” a living memorial to those who fought for our 

freedom in WW1.  

With 100 trees planted to mark the 100
th

 anniversary of WW1 

it was a sight to behold on the opening and will be for 

generations to come.  

The 100 Hawthorn trees are planted in 4 lines of 25 with a 

“Circle of Peace” in the middle of the avenue.   

Why the Hawthorn? It was decided that this tree, native to the 

Kent country side, embodied and personified the soldiers and 

comrades that so valiantly marched into battle to defend our 

liberties. 

Our County Chairman, Richard Cast 

gave the address, the Exhortation and 

Kohima Prayer. Our County Standard 

Bearer. Paul Austen, Standard Bearers 

Mike Gurr, Alan Port and Derek 

Davison were in attendance as well as 

the Scouts and Cubs from the village. 

Buglers Barry Knight & John Leigh 

ensured the Last Post rang out clear and 

pure in the late afternoon. We were also 

thankful for the support of County 

Committee member, Ann Austen, 

Invicta Branch Chairman, Sammie Cast 

and the Bikers Branch. 

We were very honoured to have Helen Whately, MP for 

Faversham and Mid Kent to officially open the Avenue of 

Remembrance for us. As she cut the ribbon, the sun was 

perfectly in line with the centre of the avenue and made even 

more of a spectacle to behold. The Mayor of Maidstone , Cllr 

David Naghi was also in attendance and we were also 

privileged to be joined by one of the Deputy Lord 

Lieutenants of Kent. 



     
 

 


