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BRANCH SECRETARIES:  PLEASE NOTE THAT THE ITEMS IN THIS MONTHLY CIRCULAR 

SHOULD FORM PART OF THE REPORT TO YOUR BRANCH COMMITTEE 

 
Dear All 
June has been a very busy month for us all and I would like to thank all of you for the efforts you have 
put in; some of which have been very challenging and involved a great deal of your time. We call 
ourselves volunteers / members, yet we are so much more. 
 
Remembrance is one of key requirements of Legion Branches and members. I would like to thank a 
few of the branches whose work has been epic this month, Dover White Cliffs, Downs Branch and 
Hythe & Saltwood. My sincere apologies to those of you I have missed, who have also put in a great 
deal of work but sadly, the news has not reached me. Also to those I have missed ,who were also 
involved in the D Day Cruise Ship, ensuring a good send off as the Cruise Ship entered Kent on its 
outward sailing. I seem to remember some of you had a meal on board, well done you! I was also 
delighted by the numbers of you who dropped everything on Saturday 8th to ensure the diverted 
cruise ship and the Veterans were welcomed back to the White Cliffs of Dover. It was a cold night but 
it did not stop you turning up. My friends, together with Edward Barkway the Chairman of Downs 
Branch and two of his members, were sneaked onto the Cruise Terminal at the front end of the dock, 
courtesy of the Sea Cadet Band. They put us in their cars, when at first, the Port Police were refusing 
entry to the Terminal. Imagine our surprise when we came away and saw the massive crowd the 
other side of the terminal building. So very well done all. 
 
The D Day celebrations took place in many parts of the County, some small in numbers, others quite 
large but all giving honour to the memory of those who went over in 1944 and gave all.  
I want to give all our Branches a chance to showcase how they celebrated in their locations, so if you 
celebrated D-Day, Armed Forces Flag Raising or held an Armed Forces Day event, please let us know. 
We are  going to publish a special July Events Circular, to which I would like you all to send a few 
photos and a short report, to the MSO by no later than noon on July 15th. We shall put it all together 
and publish it with a copy to all Branches. I look forward to seeing what Kent County has been up to . 
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On Sunday, we held the County Parade in the Garden of Honour at the Royal British Legion, in the 
presence of the Lord Lieutenant of Kent. This was a special day for the County and for Royal British 
Legion Industries, who actually are celebrating this year, the 100th Anniversary of the Village, which 
was gifted to the Ex-service community in 1919. It was wonderful parade and as usual, our Standard 
Bearers showed off their best. We were also able to parade the RBLI Standard, which has not been 
out for some years. May I thank all of you who attended and RBLI for laying on a splendid after 
parade buffet.  

Richard Cast 

 County Chairman 
 
DONATIONS TO COUNTY FUNDS 
The following donations have been gratefully received: 
 
£170.00 In memory of the late Vera Coulling 
£5050.00 South Darenth Branch 
 
 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
I have delayed my report to be published in the County News in order that Branch Delegates, who 
went to conference, will have had time to give their reports to their Branches. 
 
The Conference was held at the Bournemouth International Centre on Saturday 18th and Sunday 
19th May 2019.   The Conference opened with the entry of 73 Standards led by the Band of the Royal 
Logistics Corps playing the Royal British Legion March. The Silent Tribute and prayers followed this; at 
which point the name of Austin Walker MBE was one of those recited in the Obituary. 
 
Among the points in Chairman’s report were ‘email warning’, before you press send- Check it 
through, pause, think , would I say that face to face; if not, do not send, make changes, then send.   
 
He also referred to the fact that for the Elections this year, only 55% of Branches could have voted 
because they had  met the criteria and submitted their Branch accounts and MS1’s on time; of those 
39% did not vote.  We are now a Charity supported by Membership and no part of the Legion works 
without the other parts. Membership is vital; therefore, let us remember that we are a Charity with 
Members not a Membership who does Charity. 
 
The Director General in his report to Conference told us the nature does not offer us any extensions 
to deadline. We are here in Comradeship through the Branches, Remembrance, loyalty to the Crown, 
Community etc. to support past and present service families. Changes happen but our purpose is the 
same, to help the people we serve, find the help they need from all the Service Charities. 
GP90 saw the communities come together to support. Our work at the NMA is a year-round centre of 
Remembrance. He also stated that the best thing we could do for climate change is to plant a tree.  
 
The ‘Thank You’ 100 played to our strength and the Festival of Remembrance has gone from strength 
to strength; recently receiving a BAFTA as the best live televised event. The year has seen more 
money raised for the Poppy Appeal ever and we have spent more money on charitable work than 
ever. Where are where we are, demand is going up, burden of accountability going up too. Justifiably 
but another burden, ‘Safeguarding’, at which we all have a responsibility and we are all responsible 
to ensure we protect our reputation. 
 
 



Our Guest Speaker this year was the Right Honourable Tobias Ellwood. MP Minister for Defence, 
People and Veterans. 
Charter Motion 1. 
This being for the updating of the Royal Charter; this was carried by 68.12%. 
As an after comment at the South East Area Leadership Meeting last Thursday, we were informed 
that the Charter had gone to the Privy Council for Royal Asset. It is hoped that it will be issued in 
October along with a revised Membership Handbook, currently the Membership Council along with 
others are working on the updates. 
 

Motion 1 Welfare. 
RBL to provide funding for private specialist professional reports to appeal against AFCS Rejections 
For 98.7% Against 1.3% Motion Carried 
Motion 2 To Adopt Family Membership Fee.  For 59.02% Against 40.98% Motion Carried 
Motion 3 Womens Section Membership Fee to be increased to £17. For 98.67% Against 1.33%  
Motion Carried. 
Motion 4 BOT to change format for Festival Remembrance Tickets. For 69.73% Against 30.27% 
Motion Carried. 
Motion 5 BOT to Investigate Web Air or Tele-delegate of Annual Conference. For 66.10% Against 
33.90% Carried. 
Motion 6 MOD to devise a simple way of giving service leaver the Helpline Numbers. For 93.22% 
Against 6.78% Motion Carried. 
Motion 7. UK Police Forces to Identify Veterans and pass to RBL for assistance. For 87.07% Against 
12.93%.  Motion Carried. 
 
Just a reminder to all. Every Motion carried needs to be ratified by the Board of Trustees before it 
can become passed. 
 
The Motion by Staple Branch and not put in the final agenda was given the unprecedented 
opportunity by the National Chairman, for the Motion only to be stated from the chair but not 
explained or debated. A vote was called but for interest only. Result was 53.96% For and 46.04% 
Against. 
 

A few Legion facts and figures for the year April 2018 to Mar 2019. 
We responded to 122,426 incidents nationally- 12,324 Welfare grants delivered to clients to the 
value of £3,013,940. We worked on Benefits Debt Money Advice Service securing 2286 Clients a gain 
of £7,025,000. War Pensions Team secured a gain of £5,095,000 to clients. 16 pop in Centres had a 
footfall of 106,171 people. We have 2600 Branches working with 227,900 members. The 2018-2019 
Poppy Appeal at 31st March had raised £49,574,875. It has now gone through £50Million to 
£50,500,000 and we still have three months to go.   
Kent by the way currently stands at £1,944,546 and estimated to be in excess of £2 Million by end of 
September 2019.  
 
 
 

COUNTY TRAINING/SEMINARS/WORKSHOPS 
The County Training Officer would like to hear from all members of Branches, as well as those on 
Branch Committees, for any training courses/seminars/workshops that they would like to see the 
County Training Team undertake to provide to members.  The team want to bring as much 
information and knowledge to the members of the County as possible. The team are happy to come 
to give talks to members at Branch meetings in your location. It is amazing how much the Royal 



British Legion do that people do not realise – so please make contact. If you feel that there is a topic 
that we can cover then please get in touch with us – we don’t just do training!!!!  
Please email the County Training Officer, Caye, on kent.CTO@rbl.community who will be happy to 
help you.  
 

NATIONAL TREASURERS COURSE 
The National Treasurers course on July 20th-July 21st at the Capel Morris Centre has regrettably been 
postponed by Head Office- due to their unforeseen circumstances. Head Office have contacted all 
those registered on the course , so please wait for further announcements or contact the County 
Training Officer, Caye Gould on kent.CTO@rbl.community 
 
 
BRANCH ACCOUNTS 
Excel forms were sent to all Branch Treasurers. Invitations for a free Audit and support were also 
sent out by letter with dates for appointments. Please support your Branch Treasurer to get your 
accounts in to the County office no later than 13th September. If you are experiencing difficulties, 
please contact the MSO as we are here to support and guide you. 
 
THANET FESTIVAL OF REMEMBRANCE 
This year’s event will take place on Friday 18th October 7.00pm-11.30pm at the Margate Winter 
Gardens . The band has been confirmed as The Band of Her Majesty’s Household Cavalry.                 
For further information and pre-Box Office tickets please contact Mr Peter Steele on 07403 000811 or 
at petesteele746@hotmail.co.uk with your full contact details. All Standard Bearers have been 
contacted. Standard Bearers are requested to contact Geoff Lees geofflees@yahoo.co.uk / 01322 
662693 or 07766 111607 to confirm attendance. 

 
2019 STANDARD BEARER COMPETITION- DITTON, KENT 
The Competitions to select the County Standard Bearer and the County Youth Standard Bearer will 
take place on Sunday 6th October at the Army Reserve Centre, London Road, Ditton, Maidstone 
ME20 6DB. 
The Competitions will begin at 1.00pm and entrants can access the premises prior to this to 
prepare themselves to be ready to start at that time. 
Branch Standard Bearers are therefore, cordially invited to apply to take part in this competition, 
the winner of which will have the honour of being the County Standard Bearer for the following 
year. 
Applications forms were emailed to all Branch Chairman/Secretaries and Standard Bearers (those 
that we have an email for) on June 21st . If you require a further copy, please email Nikki Ward, 
Membership Support Officer. Please  return it directly to me by whatever means you prefer, to 
arrive not later than 1st September 2019. 
There will then be a Practice Day on 15th September for entrants to familiarise themselves with 
the drills required, and the format of the event. 
Full details of the drills, etc, used in the competition are contained in the Ceremonial Handbook 
 
Geoff Lees- Kent County Parade Marshall 
 
 

FESTIVAL OF REMEMBRANCE 2019 

There was 97% attendance in 2018. This year, pricing will be similar to last year and again on a first 
come first served basis. There will be more telephone capacity, with staggered release of tickets- 
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evening performance released first, then the afternoon. There will be an online seat-picker, with the 
afternoon performance increased to 4 seats per booking and  a new process to reprint name changes 
First release for evening performance will be 23th July and afternoon performance 30th July. More 
information will be sent out as we get it. An email was sent to all Branch secretaries on Wednesday 
3rd July asking you to nominate your Branch Standard to attend; these replies need to reach the MSO 
by July 15th. Kent County have 3 allocated Standard Bearer places and your Standard will need to 
attend the practice session on Aug 11th @ Caple Morris. 

 

OPEN UNIVERSITY COURSES 

The Open University is the leading UK University in helping those with disabilities access education. 
This reflects our core values of education being open to all. The Disabled Veterans’ Scholarships Fund 
will offer 50 disabled veterans, injured in, or due to, military service, access to free Open University 
education. 
In addition to free study, applicants will be offered further specialist careers and disability support. 
Applications for the academic year 2019/2020 have now closed but check the website for future 

details   http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/choose/veterans 

 

 

THE VETERANS BREAKFAST CLUB FOR AYLESFORD AND MAIDSTONE 
This is held at Cobtree Café, Cobtree Country Park, Forstal Road, Aylesford, Kent. This meets 3rd 
Saturday each month from 9.00am-11.00am. Next Meet Up - Saturday 20th July 
 
 
LAYING UP AND DEDICATION OF BRANCH STANDARD- SITTINGBOURNE AND MILTON REGIS 
BRANCH 
The Sittingbourne & Milton Regis Branch of the RBL laid up their Standard and dedicated their new 
one on Sunday 9th June at St Michael’s Church, Sittingbourne.   
 
The Standard laid up has most recently been carried by our Standard Bearer Mr Ken Dungey, the 
previous Standard Bearer was Mr N Williams.  Many of you across Kent will know both of these 
gentlemen.  
 
As far as we are aware the new standard is the 4th standard for the branch.  The Sittingbourne 
branch was formed on the 3rd August 1921, almost 98 years ago and within 3 months of the 
foundation of the British Legion.  
 
This Standard laid up has been paraded on innumerable occasions during it’s time, unfortunately we 
have no official record of that but it has been carried at the following: 

 Annually at the Remembrance Day Service at the Sittingbourne War memorial 

 Numerous other local Remembrance services 

 At Special anniversary commemorations of VE day, VJ day,  

 At the Centenary of the battles of the Somme & Passchendaele 

 At the dedication of the new VC plaque in Sittingbourne 

 Numerous County ceremonies and to honour veterans at their funerals. 

 Further afield it was paraded at the Thiepval Memorial service in 2016 

 Also the Ulster Tower – The Somme 

 And several occasions at the Menin Gate in Ypres, where on two occasion both myself and 
husband have laid a wreath.  
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Please follow the link to see the photographs 
https://www.sittingbournerbl.info/Laying_Up_Of_Old_Standard/index.html 

 
Jan Powell- Branch Secretary 
 
 
 

SOUTH DARENTH BRANCH – QUIZ NIGHTS- SAVE THE DATES 
 

                                                                
The next two dates for our quiz nights are 7th September and 19th October, Doors open at 7 pm for 

7.30 start. Maximum teams of 7 per table and entrance is £3 per head. The location is RBL Hall, 
Devon Road, South Darenth, DA4 9AB. To reserve your table please call Linda Copper on 01322 

864945/ 07900908314 or linda.copper@hotmail.co.uk. Raffle tickets will be available to purchase at 
£1 per strip. Tea, Coffee and soft drinks are also available to buy, you are also welcome to bring along 

your own nibbles and drinks including alcoholic beverages (Sorry no food is available for purchase). 
 All monies raised are to support branch funds. 

 
 

 

 
Regards to you all  

 
Membership Support Officer 
Email: nward@britishlegion.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Isle of 
Thane
t 
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LEST WE FORGET 
Notification has been received from a Branch Officer that the following members have passed on: 

 

 

    

   

 Mr Mick Cockle Sidcup and Foots Cray 

 Brigadier James Groom CBE Royal Tunbridge Wells 

 Mr John Towner Royal Tunbridge Wells 

 Mr Derek Heritage Halstead 

 Mrs Jean Stevens Halstead 

 Mr Frank Burniston Leeds, Hollingbourne and District 

 Mrs Margaret Warren Leeds, Hollingbourne and District 

 Mr Sam Shevde Eastry 

 Mr Colin Campbell Ramsgate 

 Mr John Taylor Ramsgate 

 Captain L.E.R Belcourt Hythe and Saltwood 

 Brigadier James Groom Royal Tunbridge Wells 

 

  

  

                                  Our deepest sympathies go to their families and friends                                       

 

KENT COUNTY DIARY OF EVENTS 
 

JULY 

Fri 12th Aylesford to Ypres-RBLI Centenary Bike Ride 

Sat 20th-21st National Treasurers Course- Capel Morris  9.30-5pm ( times  tbc ) 

Tue 23rd-27th War & Peace Revival - The Hop Farm, Beltring   

AUGUST 

Sat 10th Motorbike Mayhem- RBLI Base Camp 10-5pm 

Sat 10-11th Headcorn Combined Ops Military Vehicle & Air Show   

Sun 11th Standard Bearer Practice- Capel Morris 

Sat 24-26th Military Odyssey - County Showground, Detling   



SEPTEMBER 

Sat 7th Kent Womens Section Conference- Whitstable 

Sun  15th Standard Bearer Practice- Capel Morris (competition entrants only)  

Sat 21st Autumn Ball, London Beach Hotel, Tenterden 

Sat 21-22nd Salute to the ‘40s - Chatham Historic Dockyard   

 

 

OCTOBER 

Sun 6th 2019 Standard Bearer Competition- Ditton 

Fri 18th Thanet Festival of Remembrance- Margate Winter Gdns- 7pm-11.30pm 

Sun 20th Standard Bearer Practice- Capel Morris 

NOVEMBER 

Sat 8th Dover Festival of Remembrance, Dover Town Hall 

DECEMBER  

Sun 1st Standard Bearer Practice- Capel Morris 

Sat 14th Carol Concert-Capel Morris 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


