
                                                                                                                                  
 
Registered Charity 219279 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

BRANCH SECRETARIES:  PLEASE NOTE THAT THE ITEMS IN THIS MONTHLY CIRCULAR 

SHOULD FORM PART OF THE REPORT TO YOUR BRANCH COMMITTEE 

 

 
COUNTY CHAIRMANS REMARKS 

 

I hope that everybody is enjoying the lovely sunshine. The last 12 months have flown by and we are 
now celebrating a year, since Nikki Ward our Membership Support Officer joined the Team. Nikki has 
worked and continues to work tirelessly for all the branches and we cannot thank her enough. 

It has been a busy month for training in the County and I am pleased to announce that we now have 
two new County Training Officers, Dave Harris and Caye Gould. The County have so far trained over 
70 Branch Officers on various workshops in the last 3 months and we will be looking at increasing the 
training workshop programme over the next few months. We are also looking at being able to put on 
workshops around the County to make it easier for more of our Members to attend. 

On a personal note, I am moving home, so please understand I might be a little slow in responding to 
correspondence but will answer you eventually. 

This year sees the 75th Anniversary in June of the D Day Landings and I know many of you in your 
branches will be doing something. We look forward to hearing about them at County and putting 
details in the County News and on the website. 

We are now 3 months into the year. At County Conference, I mentioned that County Committee 
members would be visiting branches across the County. If you have not been contacted, please 
contact the MSO, Nikki Ward, who will contact the allocated Branch mentor. 

It looks like it is going to be a busy time across the County and let’s hope that we have the good 
weather to enjoy all the events that are going on. 
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DONATIONS TO COUNTY FUNDS 
The following donations have been gratefully received: 
 
£650.00 John Tye T/A Legion County Handbooks 
£500.00 Minster and Monkton Branch 
£25.00 Lenham and Harrietsham Branch 
£250.00 Union Waterloo Lodge, Dartford 
£300.00 Mr G.P Redman personal donation 
 
 
COUNTY TRAINING 
Please be reminded of upcoming training dates. For any new Officers, this training is imperative to 
be able to run a Branch smoothly. Please email the Kent Training Officer Administrator 
Kent.CTA@rbl.community to book your place 
 

APRIL 

Sat 6th Recruiting Adviser course - Capel Morris Centre (10 am)- note change of date 

JULY 

Sat 20th-21st National Treasurers Course- Capel Morris 9.30-5pm ( times  tbc ) 

 

REQUEST FOR REPRESENTATION AT A FUNERAL 
As from April 1st, there will be a change in the procedure for notification of Standards at funerals. 
In future all requests that the MSO receives, will be forwarded to Geoff Lees, the County Parade 
Marshall, who will send a request to the nearest branch based on the persons last known 
address/branch link. 
This has been implemented to ensure the maximum attendance of Standards at funerals across 
Kent. 
 

REQUEST TO TAKE YOUR BRANCH STANDARD ABROAD 
To take your Branch Standard abroad, you must seek written approval from the County Chairman 
and his Committee. In the first instance, please email the MSO the dates/times and places you 
propose to visit and who will have sole responsibility of the Branch Standard whilst it is out of the 
Country. If approved, the MSO will email you. 
 
REQUEST FOR THE COUNTY CEREMONIAL PARTY 
Branches requesting that the County Ceremonial Party attend a parade or ceremony should email 
the MSO in the first instance. A form will be emailed to the Branch to complete and return. The 
MSO will email the Branch the outcome, once discussed with the County Ceremonial Team. 
 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE 17 – 19 MAY BOURNEMOUTH 
If your Branch is sending a delegate or delegates and/or visitors to Annual Conference please be 
aware of the deadlines for receipt of the application forms by the Annual Conference Administrator;  
 

 5.00pm on Friday 5 April – Branch Delegates Credentials 
 

 5pm on Friday 3 May – Visitor applications 
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VALUES AND BEHAVIOURS 

 An unfortunate part of my role is having to deal with behaviours from some individuals that 
would not be deemed appropriate in regular society, but seem to be considered acceptable by 
a few within the Organisation.   

 Please ensure that members are aware of, and uphold, the organisation’s values and 
behaviours.  We all deserve to be treated with respect and role or responsibility should not 
change or challenge this.  Respecting each other allows us to work together more effectively, 
whatever role we undertake, and therefore deliver a better result for the people we support. 

 We have five shared values: 

 
Service 

  We support and serve. We are compassionate. We provide great customer care to all the people 

who come into contact with us. We are accountable and act with integrity. 

 

Collaboration 

 We value working together and with partners to achieve shared goals. Through strong 

communication and support, we build trust with each other and treat everyone with respect and 

honesty. 

 

   Passion 

 We are passionate about our role and contribution. With a positive outlook we are resilient and 

committed to our work. 

 

  Excellence 

 We strive to be the best we can. We are effective and efficient. We are bold. We are open to 

new ideas and approaches, challenge each other constructively and are willing to learn. 

 

 Valuing Our People 

 We support, encourage and provide opportunities for all our people - ensuring we recognise and 

value everyone's contribution. 
 

Sandra Fruish MBA MSc 

Assistant Director Membership 
 

 
OPERATION BANNER 50 
As you will be aware it is the 50th  anniversary this year of the deployment of British troops onto the 
streets of Northern Ireland in 1969. 
Over 300,000 service personnel were deployed to Northern Ireland over the subsequent 38 years.  In 
total 1441 UK Armed Forces personnel died as a result of operations in Northern Ireland or 
paramilitary actions in other countries. 
To mark this significant anniversary we will be hosting a commemorative event at the NMA on the 
14th August 2019. 
The event will be open to recipients of the General Service Medal ( Northern Ireland). 
Representatives from families of British Armed Forces personnel killed as a result of operations in 



Northern Ireland are also invited to register their interest.  Registration for the event will be open in 
Spring 2019 however people are being encouraged to register their interest for this event now. 
Please see the link below to the page on the website which provides more information as well as the 
link to register.  The event is also being promoted via the Regimental Associations. 
 

https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/op-banner-50/ 
 

This is a very significant event for us this year and will be of profound importance for many veterans 
and their families.  Please can you do all you can to promote this event. 
 
STOP THE SERVICE CHARGE 
Ahead of this year’s Commonwealth day (Monday 11th march 2019) the Legion’s Public Affairs and 
Public Policy team have launched our Stop the Service Charge campaign. This calls on the 
Government to scrap unfair visa costs for Commonwealth Veterans when applying to stay in the UK, a 
country they have sacrificed a great deal to serve. 
There are currently over 6,000 personnel serving in the UK Armed Forces from foreign and 
Commonwealth countries, with more being recruited each year to fill technical and specialist roles. 
From late 2018, HM Armed Forces has announced its intention to increase its reliance on 
Commonwealth personnel, with an aim to recruit 1,350 personnel a year. 
After four years or more of service, when leaving the Armed Forces Foreign and Commonwealth 
personnel are eligible to apply for indefinite leave to remain in the UK.  However when doing this 
they have to pay visa application fees that have risen by 127% in the last five years from £1,051 to 
£2,389.  This means that a Service leaver and their partner have to pay a bill of £4,778 to continue to 
live in the UK, before taking costs for their children into account. This is affecting the 500 
Commonwealth personnel who leave Service and are faced with these costs. 
Since the introduction of fees in 2003, the cost has increased by 1,441%.  If veterans cannot pay 
these fees, or if their application fails, they can face deportation.   To add to the  financial strain, 
whilst waiting for a decision on their settlement status, former Service personnel are unable to seek 

employment and may be left without access to statutory support in the same way as their UK civilian 
peers. As a result these people may then have to rely on charitable support, including from the 
Legion.  Indeed we have seen an increase in the number of these types of cases, and in the last year 
have spent £36,000 assisting Commonwealth veterans with visa and immigration issues.  With the 
proposed increased numbers of recruits, this figure is only set to rise. 
For some Commonwealth Armed Forces personnel, they may have no option but to leave the country 
they have dedicated four years of their life to, and to whom they have been prepared to make many 
unique sacrifices, potentially even the ultimate sacrifice.  This cannot be right. Please support our 

Stop the Service Charge campaign by clicking here and writing to your MP.  Please also spread the 

word amongst your branches and friends.  
If you have any questions please contact the Public Affairs and Public Policy team on 
publicaffairs@britishlegion.org.uk. 

The UK’s military needs Commonwealth recruits, and now they need us.  

#StopTheServiceCharge 

 

 

SOLDIER F 
Dear All, 

The Royal British Legion has been notified of the planned protests in relation to Soldier F on the 12th 

of April. 

The Legion is aware of the decision of the Public Prosecution Service in relation to Soldier F and the 

Bloody Sunday investigation. We also understand that many members feel strongly about the case. It is, 

however, not appropriate for the Legion to comment on ongoing criminal legal proceedings and it is 

paramount that as a charity we refrain from making statements on this matter.  

https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/op-banner-50/
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Whilst members are entitled to participate in the planned protest, they must do so in a personal 

capacity, and not as representatives of The Royal British Legion. Legion branches and counties, as well 

as communication channels, including social media platforms and websites, must not be used to either 

organise or promote the protest. Such actions could be perceived to prejudice the legal process, and it 

would put the Legion in a very difficult position and at the risk of being found in contempt of court. 

We’d be grateful for all members’ cooperation in this matter and we hope that you understand and 

respect this position.    

Further information regarding support services available to veterans affected by wider legacy 

investigations can be found at the Veterans UK webpage or via the Veterans UK Helpline on 0808 

1914 218. 

Thank you 

 

 

75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BATTLE OF KOHIMA 1944 
This year sees the 75th Anniversary of the Battle of Kohima in 1944, Lord Mountbatten described the 
victory at Imphal and Kohima as “probably one of the greatest battles in history” 
 
To celebrate this battle, arrangements have been made for a lecture and curry supper on 11th April 
at Leros Barracks, Sturry Road, Canterbury CT1 1HR 

For more information, please contact 
Henry.Thomas112@mod.gov.uk    

 

 

 

SIDCUP AND FOOTS CRAY BRANCH 
On 20th March at the United Services Club the Sidcup and Foots Cray Branch held a Spring Concert. 
They were entertained by the ‘Serenade Singers’ followed by a delicious afternoon cream tea. The 
event was to say thank you to all who had supported the Legion and Branch over the last year. 
 
 

    
 

 

 

mailto:Henry.Thomas112@mod.gov.uk


 

THE GLENN MILLER STORY- THE ASTOR BIG BAND  
 

 

 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Isle of  



 
 P&O FERRIES PRESENTS POPPY APPEAL DONATION TO ROYAL BRITISH LEGION VOLUNTEERS 
 

 
 
 
Fourteen volunteers and officials from the Royal British Legion, boarded P&O Ferries' Spirit of France 
at the end of February, where they were presented with a cheque for £2,333.52, which was raised by 
the ferry / logistics company's employees and customers during November’s Poppy Appeal.  
P&O Ferries' has a long-standing association with the Royal British Legion, which is one of its two 
official charities. The company’s connection with the Armed Forces goes back to the foundation of 
P&O 180 years ago and has been marked through a number of conflicts during this period, having lost 
80 ships in World War I, another 182 in World War II and five vessels which served in the Falklands 
War.  
 
 
Regards to you all  

 
Membership Support Officer 
Email: nward@britishlegion.org.uk 
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LEST WE FORGET 
Notification has been received from a Branch Officer that the following members have passed on: 

 

 

  

  

 Mr Cyril Hoad Pluckley and Little Chart 

 Mr Paul Cooper Former Branch President Eastry  

 Mr Neil Beavan Branch Chairman Tenterden  

 Mrs Tricia Ford Maidstone  

 Mr Anthony French Cowden, Hartfield and District  

 Mr Raymond Lucas Brabourne and Smeeth 

  

  

  

                                    Our deepest sympathies go to their families and friends                                       

 

 

KENT COUNTY DIARY OF EVENTS 

APRIL 

Sat 6th Recruiting Adviser course - Capel Morris Centre (10 am)- note change of date 

Sun 14th Standard Bearer Training- Capel Morris 

Sat 21-22nd Steam and Transport-Chatham Dockyard 

 

 

MAY 

Fri 17th RBLI Military Wives Choir and supper- Capel Morris Centre 

Sat 18th East Peckham Silver Band Concert- Garden of Honour RBL Village 

Sat 18th - 19th Annual Conference - Bournemouth 

 

JUNE 

Sat 1-2nd Military Cadet Show 



Sun 16th Standard Bearer Training- Capel Morris 

Sat 22nd The Dulcettes Concert- Garden of Honour RBL Village 

Sat 29
th

 Armed Forces Day- Gillingham 

Sun 30th County Parade – Royal British Legion Village Branch to host 

 

JULY 

Fri 4th-6th Kent County Show- Detling 

Fri 12th Aylesford to Ypres-RBLI Centenary Bike Ride 

Sat 20th-21st National Treasurers Course- Capel Morris  9.30-5pm ( times  tbc ) 

Tue 23rd-27th War & Peace Revival - The Hop Farm, Beltring   

AUGUST 

Sat 10th Motorbike Mayhem- RBLI Base Camp 10-5pm 

Sat 10-11th Headcorn Combined Ops Military Vehicle & Air Show   

Sun 11th Standard Bearer Training- Capel Morris 

Sat 24-26th Military Odyssey - County Showground, Detling   

SEPTEMBER 

Sat 7th Kent Womens Section Conference- Whitstable 

Sun  15th Standard Bearer Training- Capel Morris (competition entrants only)  

Sat 21st Autumn Ball, London Beach Hotel, Tenterden 

Sat 21-22nd Salute to the ‘40s - Chatham Historic Dockyard   

OCTOBER 

Fri 18th Thanet Festival of Remembrance- Margate Winter Gdns- 7pm-11.30pm 

Sun 20th Standard Bearer Training- Capel Morris 

NOVEMBER 

DECEMBER  

Sun 1st Standard Bearer Training- Capel Morris 

Sat 14th Carol Concert-Capel Morris 

 

 

 
 

 


