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Somerse t Leg ion House Laundry Refurb i shment
On Thursday 27th June Shepton Mallet Branch Chairman Andy Ransom and
Wells Branch Chairman Aaron Cooper-Collett, along with members of both
Branches met at Somerset Legion House in Weston-Super-Mare.

At last year's Shepton Mallet AGM it was decided to pay for the refurbishment of
the laundry at SLH. Aaron was at the meeting as a guest along with his Vice
Chairman Tim Bickerdike. They made an instant commitment to try to support
Shepton Mallet with this project. Thanks to this collaboration both branches
equally funded the refurbishment which cost £820.

We met the Manager of
SLH Jacqueline Palmer
who explained how this
has impacted the
beneficiaries who use
the facilities. The room
was a very drab and
utilitarian area before
the refurbishment. Now
it is a bright and inviting
space that has improved
the experience of those
staying at SLH.

We were joined on the occasion by Somerset RBL Chairman Robert McDonald
and Robin Potter from Weston-super-Mare Branch. Following our tour of SLH we
were treated to a wonderful cream tea. More collaboration is planned.

Andy Ransom, Chairman, Shepton Mallett Branch

County Poppy Launch 2019
The Poppy Launch this year is being held on Saturday 26th October at Ashton
Court, Bristol. The muster time is 10.30am and further details will be available
nearer the date. It is to coincide with the Bristol Poppy Run.

Would any Standard Bearers able to attend please contact:-

John Gallop, Senior Standard Bearer, Somerset, on 01934862621 before
Monday 21st October.
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WW2 Scottish Airmen Remembered
Exactly 77 years after their plane crashed onto the Pawlett Hams during a routine
training exercise on 5th July 1942, three airmen from Scotland have been
honoured in a dedication ceremony organised by Pawlett Branch. A stone
bearing their names was unveiled in the Royal British Legion Memorial Garden
within Pawlett Churchyard.

Sergeant James Anderson (Pilot, aged 20 from Edinkillie), Sergeant Adam Hogg
(Observer, aged 33 from Hawick) and Sergeant Gilbert McBoyle (Wireless
Operator and Air Gunner, aged 21 from Fratton, Portsmouth but originally from
Aberdeen) lost their liveswhen their Blenheimbomber (R3912) fromRAFBicester
crashed onto Pawlett Hams. Their bodies were repatriated to their families in
1942.

The crash site was excavated in 2007 and the remains of the plane, and other
items, were taken to the Filton Air Museum where they are now on display.

On Friday 5th July 2019 a short ceremony was held to remember the airmen. It
was attended by members of the Pawlett community as well as Pawlett Branch
members, RAFA members, RAFA Standard Bearer, Jim Dolan, Standard bearers
from the localAir Cadets and a local bugler,NickHowe. TheRBLexhortationwas

recited by the Pawlett Branch
Chairman, Dennis Herniman,
and a two minutes silence was
observed at 12.20pm, the exact
time that the crash occurred.
Members of the family of
Sergeant Hogg travelled from
Hawick to pay their respects and
a wreath was laid on behalf of the
Parish of Edinkillie and Dyke, the
home of Sergeant Anderson.

The Remembrance Stone will
ensure that the three airmen will
always be remembered, in the
quiet corner of Somerset where
they lost their lives.

Dennis Herniman, Chairman, Pawlett Branch
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Spectacular Weston-super-Mare Armed Forces Weekend
WestonArmed ForcesWeekend took place over theweekendof 22nd &23rd June
on the Beach Lawns, Weston-super-Mare Seafront.

This was one of the biggest and best events in the West Country this summer
although unfortunately we only had one day of summer - on the second day the
sunshine was of the liquid variety! Last year’s attendance of over 100,000 visitors
per day is expected to show an increase this year, especially for the Saturday.

We were very privileged to again have the world famous Band of HM Royal
Marines leading our opening Parade & Ceremony. The Union Standard was
paradedalongwith theNational Standardof theRoyalObserverCorpsAssociation
and many Branch RBL Standards, along with those from Regimental Associations.

In pride of place at the front, were the Veterans in wheelchairs, many staying at
RBL Somerset Legion House & RAFA Flowerdown House on Weston Seafront.
They were ably pushed by members of the Local Cadet Forces, alongside large
contingents from Somerset RBL branches, the Parachute Regiment Association
and Royal Air Forces Association in particular.

We also had on show in the arena members of the Armed Forces, Display Teams,
Cadet Forces, Military and Civilian Bands, Singing Groups & Service Charities;
whilst complementing the arena events in the skies above were aerial displays
including the best aerobatic team in the world, the Red Arrows.

On Saturday evening we had a magnificent Armed Forces Day Dinner held at
Somerset LegionHouse. Themeal and servicewere excellent, company good and
the after-dinner speaker was the very entertaining and thought-provoking Mr
Simon Weston CBE.

Theeventwas completedonSundayafternoon, following aVIP reception atRAFA
Flowerdown House, with a Sunset Ceremony led by Devon & Somerset Fire &
Rescue Service, Corps of Drums and Pipes in the presence of Air Marshal Julian
Young RAF, Commodore Robert Mansergh President Somerset County RBL &
Major Robert McDonald County Chairman Somerset RBL.

The Armed Forces Flag was returned with due ceremony to the Town Mayor of
Weston-super-Mare Cllr. Mark Canniford for safe keeping until next year.
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Although Weston Armed Forces Weekend is not strictly an RBL event, we could
not execute this without your help; therefore, may I take this opportunity to thank
all the Members and Employees of the Royal British Legion, Standard Bearers,
County and Branch Officers and Members, Stall Holders, Manager and Staff of
Somerset Legion House and all who assisted us in bringing about such a
prestigious event and without whose assistance, it would not have been at all
possible.

If you like military themed displays and events, don't miss this memorable
weekend next year - 20th & 21st June 2020 - see you there!

Sqn Ldr Garry Hawkes RAF VR(T) Ret`d

Weston Armed Forces Weekend Organising Team
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Amount Category Amount Category Amount Category
£1,500.00 Misc £167.00 Mobility £54.30 Crisis
£975.00 Housing £1,135.00 Mobility £68.51 Crisis

£1,375.00 Housing £167.00 Mobility £66.84 Crisis
£45.32 Crisis £167.00 Mobility £30.00 Crisis
£2.80 Browns £185.02 Housing £30.00 Crisis

£118.57 Browns £2,839.00 Mobility £1,994.00 Mobility
£410.99 Mobility £199.81 Whites £1,834.00 Mobility
£570.00 Mobility £199.81 Whites £651.93 Debt
£30.00 Crisis £344.00 Mobility £150.50 Debt

£1,080.00 Browns £1,656.00 Mobility £885.00 Misc
£29.99 Crisis £2,601.95 Mobility £20.00 Crisis
£28.94 Browns £1,141.00 Mobility £192.99 Whites
£23.40 Training £750.00 Housing £404.48 Housing
£79.99 Mobility £210.49 Whites £8.65 Crisis

£1,152.00 Housing £532.43 Debt £31.95 Whites
£280.00 Browns £12.80 Misc £186.70 Whites

£2,487.00 Mobility £29.99 Crisis £23.40 Training
£246.34 Whites £72.36 Crisis £180.00 Housing
£167.00 Mobility £89.04 Crisis £404.48 Housing
£675.00 Housing £675.00 Mobility £13.50 Misc
£40.00 Crisis £10.00 Debt £14.99 Crisis
£225.00 Mobility £55.98 Training £261.69 Whites
£20.00 Misc £57.89 Training £241.49 Browns
£40.00 Crisis £2,611.00 Mobility £20.00 Crisis
£222.59 Crisis £1,884.00 Mobility £30.00 Crisis
£14.99 Crisis £2,332.06 Housing £115.00 Mobility
£9.00 Browns £199.33 Mobility £30.00 Crisis
£50.00 Crisis £875.00 Debt £49.00 Crisis
£31.70 Crisis £150.00 Browns £20.00 Crisis

£1,691.00 Mobility £335.77 Housing £1,804.00 Housing
£167.00 Mobility £189.51 Whites £287.61 Debt

£2,368.00 Mobility £638.68 Whites £4,161.84 Debt
£1,685.00 Mobility £300.08 Housing £1,750.00 Debt
£1,191.00 Mobility £86.00 Crisis £1,818.83 Debt
£1,805.00 Mobility £2,161.87 Debt £687.95 Debt
£1,561.00 Mobility £375.00 Browns £218.49 Whites
£120.00 Mobility £3,230.86 Debt £50.00 Crisis

£22,518.62 £51,186.35 Q3	TOTAL £69,978.47

Crisis	=	Urgent	payments
Browns	=	Brown	Goods	(Furniture	etc)

TRBL	Almonisation	Requests:	Q3	July	2018	to	September	2018

Whites=	White	Goods	(Fridges,	Washing	Machines	etc)
Housing	=	Rent,	Utility	Bills	etc

Funeral	=	Funeral	Costs

Mobility	=	EPV's	etc

Almonisation
requests for July 18

to September 18
resulted in an HQ

spend of £69,978.47
on these cases, the

highest for some
time if memory
serves me right.

It breaks down to a
total of 111 Cases,

with 60 from the
Bristol area and 51

from the rest of
Somerset.

A busy time!

Dennis Cruze

CCSC Chairman

One Quarter's Almonisation Requests
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Yatton Branch Presents Cheques
Members of Yatton Branch spent a morning at Somerset House RBL Break Centre
in Weston-Super-Mare, one of four Break Centres, along with the six Care Homes
run by the Royal British Legion

The Break Centre is an excellent
place where ex-service
personnel and their relatives can
spend time to rest, relax and get
back to 'normal' life. Simon
Reakes, Sarah Reakes and Chris
Holloway were most impressed
and were very happy to present
Somerset House with a cheque
for £250 along with another
cheque for £250 to Dunkirk
Memorial House.
The Royal British Legion support
any present and ex-service
personnel, either by a holiday
break all the way through to care
for long time illness.

The date for Yatton Branch's next meeting will be Monday 2nd September at
Yatton Rugby Club. The speaker will be John Ince, talking on his experiences in
the RAF and as a civilian, flying Vulcan, Comet and Britannia aircraft.

Chris Holloway

Press Secretary

Yatton Branch
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Frome Branch UP & SERVINGWith Support of the Community
In September 2018 the headline for the local press was quite different, with the
question “Frome Branch RBL to close?” Through sheer tenacity, hard work and
with eye catching leaflets being distributed around the town and district, the
headline news is now….Frome Branch remains ready and able to do what the
Legion does best, helping those who need the support of the Royal British Legion.

Withnewcommitteemembers, BranchChairman since2012 JaneNorris says that
she is keen to stand aside to concentrate her efforts on welfare. As a nurse and
midwife in both the military and civi-street she remains confident for any future
chairman saying that if she coulddo it, anyone could! Anunderstandingof service
life is useful as is the ability to listen and to be active.

Jane remains as acting Chairman with excellent support from new member,
elected Secretary Richard Aspray. Richard has served for over 30 years in REME
and is about to join the civilian ranks. Having settled with his family in the local
area, Richard is very keen to try to help and be involved in the community.

Richard Fry was also welcomed as the new Frome and District Poppy Appeal
Organiser, taking over the reins from Maggy Daniell, under whom the area has
raised over £30,000 annually in recent years. Thanks go to Maggy and her team
of collectors and counters.

So what do we do?

1. We meet four times a year, recently moving to the Frome Rugby Club, with
greater links to service personnel. The venue offers lots of car parking and easy
access to the room via a lift if needed. Many thanks to the club for allowing us to
meet and being such kind hosts - the beer is cheap as well!

2. Welfare. The committee are ALL RBL Branch Community Support Buddies,
with several members also actively involved with other organisations. Peter
Dayman-Johns supports many through the RBL, RAFA and the Frome Friendship
Club of which he is Chairman. All enquires for buddie help or more should be
directed to Richard Aspray at frome.secretary@rbl.community.

At the July meeting it was reported that in the past three months there have been
over 50 cases of welfare support in various ways, from buddie home or hospital
visits to liaisonwith funerals, commemorative events, Remembrance and referrals
to a Case Support Worker for expert advice on home and mobility goods and
family breaks.
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3. Activities/Social/Poppy Appeal. We are linked with the Frome Dissenters
Cemetery where many of the town’s fallen lie under CWGC Headstones. “Green
gym” support by way of gardening and maintenance would always be welcome,
so please do contact frome.secretary@rbl.community.

Events are planned where you can learn more about the work of the RBL. The
annual POPPY APPEAL is always looking for more volunteer collectors in
November. Please contact frome.secretary@rbl.community.

So, far from “Closing”, we are pleased to report the Frome Branch RBL is still
strongly represented in our area and long may it continue.

If you are able to commit some time then please come along to the next meeting:-

Wednesday 4th September, 19.30, Frome Rugby Club.
Or contact the branch secretary Richard Aspray at
frome.secretary@rbl.community - or through County Office if you don't
have email.

Richard Aspray

Secretary, Frome Branch
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WW2 Tragedy Commemorated in Wincanton
Large numbers of townspeople turned out in Wincanton on 23rd June to mark
the 75th anniversary of the crash of an American Flying Fortress bomber.

It was on 25th June 1944 that a lone American B17 Flying Fortress was struggling
back from a bombing raid on Toulouse in France. The badly damaged aircraft had
successfully flown 900 nautical miles flying on only three of its four engines and
made landfall over Lyme Bay. Things got worse because one of its remaining
engines was malfunctioning and as it followed the Blackmore Vale it was losing
height and the pilot frantically searched for a diversion airfield quickly.

Fate took a hand because he chose RAF Zeals, which is on high ground and the
aircraft was rapidly approaching the centre of Wincanton town. Eye witnesses
could actually see the crew throwing heavy equipment including radios and
machine guns, out of the aircraft in a vain attempted to lighten the load. The B17
was perilously close to Wincanton when the pilot, 2nd Lt. Peter Mikonis banked
the aircraft away, but sadly it had been badly shot up by German anti-aircraft fire
over the target. A horrendous explosion occurred and the stricken plane blew up
over Snag Farm on the edge of Wincanton, near Bayford.

The town of Wincanton has marked the anniversary of the sacrifices made that
June day every year since and a memorial was erected in 1954. This year being
the 75th anniversary was no exception and a poignant ceremony was held at the
Wincanton War Memorial. The army provided a colour party and military guests
of honour were Col. Lucy Giles and Col. Colin Thomas. The service was
conductedby theRevd.AlisonHandcockand theMayorofWincanton,Cllr Susan
Shelbourn-Brown laid a wreath along with district councillor Colin Winder.

Tony Goddard, president of Wincanton Royal British Legion, commented how
pleased he was to see so many young people present and King Arthur’s School
students laid a wreath. They were aware of the history of the event as they had
learnt about it in a recent local history lesson. Wincanton is fortunate to have such
splendid young people, Tony said, as also present was a strong contingent of
Wincanton Fire Service cadets – it was Wincanton firefighters who rushed to the
crash scene on the day of the crash. The American flag was carried by one of the
cadets from the Wincanton platoon, Army Cadet Force along with strong
contingent from the cadets on parade.
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Wincanton Silver Band played the hymns and trumpeter from the Band, Zac
Smith, played Last Post and Reveille. The moving ceremony concluded with the
singing of the British National Anthem followed by the American National
Anthem sung by Amelia Warren.

Tony Goddard, Wincanton Branch
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The Somerset Riders Grand Day Out
The Somerset Riders had a Rideout on Sunday 18th August 2019. Starting at
Somerset Legion House they travelled to all the RBL Clubs in Somerset and then
finished for a Cream Tea at Dunkirk Memorial House. The last time the Riders had
done this in Somerset was ten years ago, so they were very pleased to be able to
do it again.
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Yeovil Chairman Goes to Wales to Support
Armed Forces Three Base Charity Cycle Ride

I originally intended to be part of the "Meet and Greet" Team on the arrival
ceremony at RNAS Yeovilton, but was misguided by the fact that the main parade
for the County in Weston-super-Mare took place a week earlier.
Having clarified that fact with the organisers in Weston I personally felt a bit bad
that I would not be there.
Thankfully, the Branch Vice-Chairman, Peter Forrester, was available after the
Mayor's Civic service, and very kindly attended to represent the Yeovil and
District Branch.
Still feeling a little down, and being aware that they were having a major
fundraising event atMorrisons inCarmarthen on the Saturday previous to the ride,
took it upon myself to travel to South Wales, stayed a couple of nights, and visited
and met with all the team that were undertaking the ride.
It was a very nice surprise for both them and myself, traveling back on the Sunday
after the event. Just shows a good bit of liaison with other regional branches and
I did actually meet up with the South Wales area manager.

Simon Woodrow, Chairman Yeovil Branch
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For further information contact the Volunteer Band at

01935 454259 or email navyyeo-bandshared@mod.gov.uk
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Operation Banner 50th Anniversary Commemoration
Despite the driving rain at the National Memorial Arboretum, over 1000 holders
of theGeneral ServiceMedal (Northern Ireland), and their guests, commemorated
the 50th Anniversary of Operation Banner which started on 14th August 1969.

Two of the speakers took part on that first day – Major Michael Garside and Major
Peter BlythMBE. Also takingpartweremembers of theRoyalUlsterConstabulary,
Ulster Defence Regiment and the Northern Ireland Fire and Rescue Service.
Darren Ware spoke very movingly about his brother Simon Ware who was killed
inSouthArmaghon17th August1991aged just 22, andwhohadonlybeenmarried
for 5 months. The new Secretary of State for Defence Ben Wallace MP, himself a
veteran of Operation Banner was present and said: ‘what I remember today is my

soldiers and the soldiers I worked with who lost their lives on those tours’.

The short event took place under the Armed Forces Memorial, which has the
names of all those killed in Operation Banner inscribed on it (amongst others). I

managed to find Liz Brown, the Chair of
Hutton Branch at the event. Apologies
to any others from Somerset who were
there, but I didn’t see you.

For those who could not attend the
event at the National Memorial
Arboretum, a short commemoration
event was held by veterans in Vivary
Park, Taunton.

Kate Hurley

MSO
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BCS Update on Office365
In preparation for the BCS supporter training I should be grateful if BCS registered
branches would review their supporter entries for Home & Hospital Visitor/
Telephone Buddy to ensure that all details are completed fully to enable us to
capture them for training.
On the BCS Home page there is a “Add New Community Supporter “ button for
ones not already recorded.
Alsoblankentries forbranchdetailswill not capture the supporterwhensupplying
Areas with lists for local training by branch.

Claire Foster

On Behalf of the BCS Team

st

Sad News – Death of Kate Blacker
We received news in County Office recently that Nora
Kathleen (Kate) Blacker of Shepton Mallet, and a past
member of Shepton Mallet Branch, had passed away
peacefully inhospital on21stApril 2019aged93years.
Her funeral took place at Mendip Crematorium on
Tuesday 21st May.

Many in Somerset RBL may have met Kate in the past,
as her late husband Stan Blacker was the RBL Somerset
County President between 1995-2001.
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COUNTY CASEWORKERS NEEDED
County Welfare Caseworkers urgently needed in the

Mendip and South Somerset council areas.
Full training will be provided.

Please call the Contact Centre on 0808 802 8080 for a full information
pack.

If you need any further information what is involved in the role, please
contact Dennis Cruze (CCSC Chairman) at: denniscruze@btinternet.com or

Tel: 01934 823340

RECYCLE YOUR UNUSED STANDARD BEARER EQUIPMENT
Would any Branches having any old unused Standard Bearer equipment please

send it to County Office so that it can be used for training purposes.

THANK YOU!!
Avery big thank you toRBLYattonBranch for their generous donations of £250
to Somerset House and £250 to Dunkirk Memorial House

POPPY APPEAL ORGANISERS REQUIRED
Neither Minehead nor Yatton Branches have a Poppy Appeal Organiser at present

If anyone would like to take on the role at one of these Branches, or knows
someone who would be interested, please contact Adam Brown

(Community Fundraiser for Somerset) on 07795611494 or
email to ADBrown@britishlegion.org.uk
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SOMERSET COUNTY STANDARD BEARER TRAINING - 2019

Month Day & Date Time Venue

March Saturday 2nd 14:00 - 16:00

Highbridge Community Hall, TA9 3BP 

April Saturday 13th 14:00 - 16:00

May Saturday 18th 14:00 - 16:00

June Saturday 8th 14:00 - 16:00

September

Saturday 14th 14:00 - 16:00

Saturday 21st 14:00 - 16:00

Saturday 28th 14:00 - 16:00

October Saturday 19th 14:00 - 16:00

December Saturday 7th  14:00 - 16:00

Standard Bearers are expected to turn out for training in uniform that complies with the 

Ceremonial Handbook - see ch.6.2 for full details.

SOMERSET COUNTY STANDARD BEARERS EVENTS - 2019

October
Saturday 5th 

13:00

County Competition with Devon County 

Riverside Club, Memorial Building, Angel Hill, 

Tiverton EX16 6PE

An appeal to all Newsletter
contributors
When sending in photos please don't
resize them (or let your email software
resize them for you) - tiny images just
don't print well. Send them as they
come from your camera and we'll
make them fit!

Anddopleaseprovide a coherentwrite
up describing the event - when,
where,why,what it achieved for TRBL.
Finally, please Include thenamesof the
people featured in the photos.

Alan Coomber - Layout Editor
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SOMERSET COUNTY STANDARD BEARER TRAINING - 2019

Month Day & Date Time Venue

March Saturday 2nd 14:00 - 16:00

Highbridge Community Hall, TA9 3BP 

April Saturday 13th 14:00 - 16:00

May Saturday 18th 14:00 - 16:00

June Saturday 8th 14:00 - 16:00

September

Saturday 14th 14:00 - 16:00

Saturday 21st 14:00 - 16:00

Saturday 28th 14:00 - 16:00

October Saturday 19th 14:00 - 16:00

December Saturday 7th  14:00 - 16:00

Standard Bearers are expected to turn out for training in uniform that complies with the 

Ceremonial Handbook - see ch.6.2 for full details.

SOMERSET COUNTY STANDARD BEARERS EVENTS - 2019

October
Saturday 5th 

13:00

County Competition with Devon County 

Riverside Club, Memorial Building, Angel Hill, 

Tiverton EX16 6PE

If your Branch has a new Standard Bearer who can't get to the regular training
sessions it may be possible to arrange other sessions depending on the date, time
and place - petrol money would be appreciated!
Contact JohnGallopon01934862621 (canter@hotmail.co.uk) todiscusspossibilities.
New Standard Bearers must attend at least three sessions to learn the basic skills
required. Standard Bearers are expected to turn out at events in uniform that
complies with the RBL Ceremonial Handbook – see Ch. 6.2. for full details. They
should also turn out for training dressed accordingly.
All Standard Bearers are eligible to claim mileage expenses (45p per mile) from
their branch for attendance at training sessions, funerals and other events they
attend. A mileage claim form must be completed and submitted to their Branch
Treasurer. This would come under ‘Ceremonial’ in the Branch Accounts.

Kate Hurley MSO
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RBL Somerset County & Bristol Newsletter
Material for publication should be sent, by email, to the County Secretary

(KHurley@britishlegion.org.uk) at County Office, to arrive by the 21st of the preceding month.
All articles must be attributable – anonymous articles will not be published.

Please send text as an attached Word document or within the body of the email. Send
images as attached .jpg or .png files. Don't resize them - don't include them within a text file.

County reserves the right to edit, amend, defer or omit articles as necessary.
The current edition of the Newsletter, together with an archive of previous editions,

can be found on-line at:-
www.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/somerset/newsletters/county-newsletter

Tuesday 3rd September – 80th Anniversary of start of WW2

Saturday 26th October – Poppy Launch at Ashton Court

To publicise on this page your Branch events for this summer and beyond
contact the MSO/County Secretary.


