
The Royal British Legion

SOMERSET COUNTY & BRISTOL

Newsletter
May 2019

In this Edition

There are 6 Newsletter issues every year:
January : March : May : July : September : November

The deadline for articles for the August 2019 issue is 21st July - see back page for details

Shepton Mallett
Donation to DMH

***
Hutton, Old Mixon
& Locking affiliates
to Weston College

CCF
***

Weston AF Weekend
Invites You

***
Membership

Meet-up
***

Op Banner 50
***

60 Years of Poppy
Selling

***

Yeovil's Fast
Response



May 2019

2

In March a cheque for £105 was
presented by Shepton Mallet RBL
Branch to Dunkirk Memorial
House, Royal British Legion.

This money is to be donated to the
residents amenity fund. The cheque
was presented on behalf of the
Branch by Andy Ransom, Branch
Chairman. The money was raised in
December following a raffle at the
Branch’s annual Mess Dinner,
which Mr Terry Whittles the RBL
National Chairman attended.

Andy Ransom
Chairman, Shepton Mallet Branch

SHEPTON MALLENT BRANCH DONATION FOR DMH

On the left, Mr Robert McDonald, Somerset
RBL County Chairman with Ms Anne Lewin.
DMH Manager and Andy Ransom.

Great Get Together 21-23 June 2019
The RBL Social Isolation Team is joining up with the Jo Cox Foundation, to
encourage branches to put on a Great Get Together event over the weekend of
21-23 June 2019, to combat social isolation and get communities together. More
information on the Great Get Together can be found at the Building Connections
Stand at theAnnual Conference inBournemouth (if your branchdelegate is going)
or at the following website: http://www.greatgettogether.org/
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Hutton, Oldmixon and Locking Branch of the Royal British Legion have become
affiliated with Weston College Combined Cadet Force. In a ceremony held at
Weston College Academy (NSETC), RBL Branch Chairman Liz Brown and Sarah
Smith Commanding Officer of the Weston College CCF were presented with
framed certificates to make the link official.

While the Weston College CCF is a newly formed unit the Hutton, Oldmixon and
LockingBranchof theRBLcan trace its historyback to1928andcelebrated its 90th
Anniversary in January 2018.

Branch Chairman Liz Brown said “By affiliating the cadets with the Royal British
Legion we are making a commitment to work together on more projects that we
hope will bring the younger and the older generations closer together”.

Both organisations look forward to cultivating this encouraging partnership.

Jim Maunder, Press Officer

HUTTON, OLD MIXON & LOCKING BRANCH
AFFILIATES WITH WESTON COLLEGE CCF
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WESTON ARMED FORCES WEEKEND INVITES YOU
Would you like to march behind a World Class Military Band?

The time is fast approaching Weston Armed Forces Weekend 2019, taking place
on theBeach Lawns inWeston-super-Mare, BS231BHover theweekendof 22/23
June and I am very pleased to be able to announce, that our Opening Parade will
be led by the superb, Band of HM Royal Marines (Plymouth).

It is my pleasure on behalf of the Organising Committee to invite your Branch to
Parade (with your Standard if possible) at this year’s event or you could send your
Standard to represent your Organisation/Branch.

As in previous years there are two Parades to which you are invited, of particular
interest will be the opening Parade, if you cannot attend both Parades please
consider coming to one.

Saturday 22nd June

Opening Parade & Ceremony

Form up 11:30

Promenade near Grand Pier Weston Sea Front

March Off commences 12:00 to Armed Forces Days Arena on Beach Lawns for
Opening Ceremony

Sunday 23rd June

Closing Ceremony and Service of Reflection

Meeting AFD Arena 15:00

Service Commences 15:30

Parade Orders and plans will be issued in due course to the attendees.

Weston Armed Forces Weekend is a two-day event and is proud to work in
partnershipwithWestonAir Festival. Wehave a growing reputation, as a leading,
Armed Forces Day Event in the West Country.

Last year we enjoyed a visitor attendance in excess of 200,000 people.

Weston Armed Forces Weekend has an Armed Forces “Village” with static stalls
and displays and an exciting smorgasbord of arena displays from Bands, Singing
Groups, Military Displays and the Cadet Forces to name but a few.

During the whole weekend the skies will be filled with thrilling aerial displays
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frommilitary andcivilian aircraft, including theworld famousRedArrows (subject
to operational requirement). There will be plenty of Service Charity Stalls and
displays in our “Armed Forces Village” as well as numerous places to eat, drink
and be merry! ... and lots to do and see for all ages.

Please see our website for further details:
http://weston-armed-forces.org.uk

and our sister organisation Weston Air Festival:
https://westonairfestival.wordpress.com

Although this is not a Royal British Legion organised event, The RBL is very much
part of the Armed Forces Family and we would be absolutely thrilled to see your
Branch join our other “RBL Friends” in the opening/closing Parades.

Please come and join us on either day (or both if you like!) in celebrating the finest
Armed Forces in the World and be part of our Armed Forces “Family”.

Garry Hawkes MCGI
Armed Forces Co-ordinator, Corporate Services Unit

North Somerset Council

Tony Moore
Tony Moore, who had been a County
Caseworker and theBranchTreasurer of
the Ilminster Branch until 2018, died
suddenly on5thApril 2019. His funeral
was held at the Minster in Ilminster on
Wednesday 24th April 2019 with
members of the County Team, and
County Standard present. Donations
from the collection at his funeral will be
going to Dunkirk Memorial House and
the British Heart Foundation, two
causes close to Tony’s heart.

He is picturedhereon the leftwithAnneLewinatDunkirkMemorialHouse,when
he presented a cheque from the Branch in 2016.
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Dunkirk Memorial House 
Minehead Road, Bishops Lydeard 
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Membership Meet Up

A Membership Meet Up was held on 27th April at the Holiday Inn in Taunton.

Thiswas a great occasionwhere thosepresent networkedwithothermembers, the

County team and it was also an opportunity for members to meet various teams

from across the Legion.

FurtherMeetUpsareplanned inLeeds andAlrewas later in theyear, and thenback
in the South West next year.
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On Wednesday 14 August, The Royal British Legion will hold a commemorative
event at the National Memorial Arboretum to mark the 50th anniversary of the UK
Armed Forces’ deployment on operations in Northern Ireland – the longest
continuous campaign in British military history.

Centred on the Armed Forces Memorial, the ceremony will seek to honour the
service and sacrifice of veterans from both the military and the emergency
services.

The event will be a closed, accredited event, not open to the general public.

Eligibility and registration

Registration and accreditation for Op Banner 50 is now open. For full details of
eligibility and registration process please visit https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/
op-banner-50/

Invitations, validation and accreditation will be managed using processes similar
to those used each year at the Remembrance Service at the Cenotaph. As a result,
the Legion will not accept individual applications.

For more information please visit https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/op-
banner-50/and if you have any further queries, please contact us.

Commemorative Events Team
commemorative.events@britishlegion.org.uk

OP BANNER 50
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RECOGNITION OF 60 YEARS OF POPPY SELLING
Dulverton & District Branch recently recognised the dedication of one of their
Poppy selling volunteers ,MrAlanWilsonofBromptonRegis,whohas completed
60 years of service . Alan is the longest serving poppy seller in the area and has
collected over £18,000 for the charity. His territory consists of Brompton’s
outlying farms and cottages where they contribute generously each year. Alan, a
life-long agricultural worker, had a father in WW1 and a brother in WW2.

The Branch Chairman Peter Donnelly
presented the Legion awards at a
ceremony held at the Rest and Be
Thankful Inn at Wheddon Cross.

In honouring Alan, Chairman Peter
Donnelly also commented that his
Branch is most grateful for the
dedicated team of poppy volunteers
who work so hard each year.

Eric Hunt
Dulverton & District PAO

Alan Wilson (left) receives his awards
from Branch Chairman Peter Donnelly

YEOVIL BRANCH RESPONDS TO A FAST BALL
It all started with a casual phone call from the Yeovil Ex-Services and Social Club
when the Secretary said tome that they had received a letter addressed to us. With
nothing much on and a fancy for a pint, I walked the mile (well, meandered really)
up to the Club and received the letter.

Taking a casual sip out of my pint I suddenly grasped the urgency of the matter.
This was at 9 p.m. on Wednesday 13th March, and we were being asked to lay
a wreath on the Yeovil war memorial on behalf of a 95 years old veteran in Wales
who could not make it to the event.

A couple of quick phone calls and the outline of the the event was hastily put into
being. We then had to wait to get permission from the Town Council (whose war
memorial it is) to lay this wreath. This was duly obtained on Friday 15th March.

May 2019

11

D/JX365589 Able Seaman Douglas William Raymond MASTERS, RN

His Majesties Landing Craft Infantry (L) 273

667th Landing Craft (Mechanised) Flotilla.

Killed in action on the 17th March 1944, aged 19 years.

He is remembered on the Plymouth Naval Memorial, Plymouth Hoe,

Devon, panel 87, column 1.

A quick recce of the war memorial, and a risk assessment being made, the local
police were informed of the event, whilst I used the Yeovil RBL Facebook page to
try and find out if any relatives of the man we were remembering were still living
in Yeovil. Alas this had no result so, having organised our Branch Padre, Keith
Stevens, we quickly assembled around the war memorial at 12 noon on Sunday
March 17th, where the Branch Standard was paraded.

There followed a brief dedication prayer in remembrance of those lost in this
particular action. Oncompletion a poppywreath and an artice I hadwritten about
the event, were placed alongside the memorial. Job done!

Peter Forrester
Yeovil Branch



May 2019

12

SEEKING IRAQ & AFGHANISTAN VETERANS
My name is Jemma Humphries. I am currently studying at the University of Bath
for my PhD. I am conducting research on the British army and I am looking for
veterans to talk about their experiences of conducting counterinsurgency
operations in Iraq and/or Afghanistan, and/or of conducting defence engagement
activities. I am also looking for British army veterans who have experience of
providing pre-deployment training (OPTAG personnel) and regular training for
counterinsurgency and defence engagement activities within the British army.

My research is centred on asking veterans about their experiences of providing
training for or conducting counterinsurgency, in Iraq and/or Afghanistan, and/or
defence engagement operations. I would like to ask you questions about what you
think about the concept of culture and its role in counterinsurgency and defence
engagement. And, I would like to talk to you about your relationships and attitudes
towardsyour fellowsoldiers andyour identitywithinyourunit, platoonand regiment.

I hope that this research will generate a greater understanding of how veterans think
about andusedcultural knowledgeandunderstandingwhilst oncounterinsurgency
and/or defence engagement operations. Equally, I hope this research can provide
further insights on how cultural knowledge and understanding is taught to soldiers
in regular training and on pre-deployment training.

I want this research to champion the voices of veterans, providing you with an
opportunity to talk about your army career and the experiences that you have had.
Little research has been conducted that focuses almost entirely on the opinions,
ideas and experiences of soldiers. I hope to provide a platform for veterans to
address the lack of understanding that surrounds your experiences of
counterinsurgency operations in Iraq and/or Afghanistan, and defence
engagement activities across the world.

I am asking if you would be interested in learning about my research or taking part
in the study. Participation is voluntary and confidentiality will be ensured. If you
are interested I can be contacted by email, j.humphries@bath.ac.uk, or by phone,
07711053455. Your experiences and ideaswillmean a lot tomy research and any
help would be greatly appreciated. Thank you!

Please note, Ministry of Defence Research Ethics Committee approval is being
sought, however until this application has been completed, employees of the
MOD cannot be interviewed at this time.

Jemma Humphries, University of Bath
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UK ARMED FORCES VETERAN ID CARDS NOW AVAILABLE
Forces Veterans can now apply for ID cards recognising that they have served in
the military.

From 19th February, any personnel who have left the military since December
2018 will automatically be given one of the new ID cards, which will allow them
to maintain a tangible link to their career in the forces.

Veterans who have already made the transition to civilian life will be able to apply
for a service leavers ID card by the end of the year.

The initiative is designed to give veterans easier access to public and charitable
support. More information is shown on the next page.
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It’s a Knockout, South Bristol Sports Centre (Sunday 23 June ’19)

Take part in this highly hilarious, unique challenge, where teams battle it out in
a bid to win different challenges through the event. 50% off team entry fee sign-
up by 7 April 19 – limited places available, best to book early.

For further info & to book: -

https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/fundraise/its-a-knockout/

Canonteign 220ft Waterfall Abseil (Saturday 6 and Sunday 7 July ’19)

Abseil down England’s highest waterfall in Devon. No experience necessary, full
training will be given on the day of the abseil.

https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/fundraise/canonteign-
waterfalls-220ft-abseil/

Cranmore Tower 148ft Abseil – Shepton Mallet (Sunday 8 September ’19)

Abseil down this historic tower, which was used as a lookout tower by the Home
Guard and Corps of Signals during WWII .

https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/fundraise/castaway-survival-
challenge/

Castaway Survival Challenge – South Coast (20 Sept or 11 Oct ’19)

Five days survival set in a beautiful mystery beach/woodland location, South
Coast – a most exciting and fun challenge. Full support with fundraising ideas
to help you reach your target. Limited places so sign up soon.

https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/fundraise/castaway-survival-
challenge/

Arctic Survival Challenge (22 March 2020)

7 day adventure set in pristine wilderness, Northern Sweden. Full support with
fundraising ideas to help you reach target. Limited places left.

https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/fundraise/arctic-survival-
challenge/

Take Part in the 2019 Legion Events
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COUNTY CASEWORKERS NEEDED
County Welfare Caseworkers urgently needed in the

Mendip and South Somerset council areas.
Full training will be provided.

Please call the Contact Centre on 0808 802 8080 for a full information
pack.

If you need any further information what is involved in the role, please
contact Dennis Cruze (CCSC Chairman) at: denniscruze@btinternet.com or

Tel: 01934 823340

SAVE THE DATE!
Anyone who holds the Northern Ireland General Service Medal will be invited
to a commemoration at the National Memorial Arboretum (NMA) on 14th
August 2019 to mark the 50th Anniversary of the start of Operation Banner.
More details will follow nearer the time from RBL HQ.

Kate Hurley, MSO Somerset

RECYCLE YOUR UNUSED STANDARD BEARER EQUIPMENT
Would any Branches having any old unused Standard Bearer equipment please

send it to County Office so that it can be used for training purposes.
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SOMERSET COUNTY STANDARD BEARER TRAINING - 2019

Month Day & Date Time Venue

March Saturday 2nd 14:00 - 16:00

Highbridge Community Hall, TA9 3BP 

April Saturday 13th 14:00 - 16:00

May Saturday 18th 14:00 - 16:00

June Saturday 8th 14:00 - 16:00

September

Saturday 14th 14:00 - 16:00

Saturday 21st 14:00 - 16:00

Saturday 28th 14:00 - 16:00

October Saturday 19th 14:00 - 16:00

December Saturday 7th  14:00 - 16:00

Standard Bearers are expected to turn out for training in uniform that complies with the 

Ceremonial Handbook - see ch.6.2 for full details.

SOMERSET COUNTY STANDARD BEARERS EVENTS - 2019

October
Saturday 5th 

13:00

County Competition with Devon County 

Riverside Club, Memorial Building, Angel Hill, 

Tiverton EX16 6PE

POPPY APPEAL ORGANISERS
REQUIRED

Neither Minehead nor Yatton Branches

have a Poppy Appeal Organiser at present

If anyone would like to take on the
role at one of these Branches, or
knows someone who would be
interested, please contact Adam

Brown (Community Fundraiser for
Somerset) on 07795611494 or

email to
ADBrown@britishlegion.org.uk
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SOMERSET COUNTY STANDARD BEARER TRAINING - 2019

Month Day & Date Time Venue

March Saturday 2nd 14:00 - 16:00

Highbridge Community Hall, TA9 3BP 

April Saturday 13th 14:00 - 16:00

May Saturday 18th 14:00 - 16:00

June Saturday 8th 14:00 - 16:00

September

Saturday 14th 14:00 - 16:00

Saturday 21st 14:00 - 16:00

Saturday 28th 14:00 - 16:00

October Saturday 19th 14:00 - 16:00

December Saturday 7th  14:00 - 16:00

Standard Bearers are expected to turn out for training in uniform that complies with the 

Ceremonial Handbook - see ch.6.2 for full details.

SOMERSET COUNTY STANDARD BEARERS EVENTS - 2019

October
Saturday 5th 

13:00

County Competition with Devon County 

Riverside Club, Memorial Building, Angel Hill, 

Tiverton EX16 6PE

If your Branch has a new Standard Bearer who can't get to the regular training
sessions it may be possible to arrange other sessions depending on the date, time
and place - petrol money would be appreciated!
Contact JohnGallopon01934862621 (canter@hotmail.co.uk) todiscusspossibilities.
New Standard Bearers must attend at least three sessions to learn the basic skills
required. Standard Bearers are expected to turn out at events in uniform that
complies with the RBL Ceremonial Handbook – see Ch. 6.2. for full details. They
should also turn out for training dressed accordingly.
All Standard Bearers are eligible to claim mileage expenses (45p per mile) from
their branch for attendance at training sessions, funerals and other events they
attend. A mileage claim form must be completed and submitted to their Branch
Treasurer. This would come under ‘Ceremonial’ in the Branch Accounts.

Kate Hurley MSO
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RBL Somerset County & Bristol Newsletter
Material for publication should be sent, by email, to the County Secretary

(KHurley@britishlegion.org.uk) at County Office, to arrive by the 21st of the preceding month.
All articles must be attributable – anonymous articles will not be published.

Please send text as an attached Word document or within the body of the email. Send
images as attached .jpg or .png files. Don't resize them - don't include them within a text file.

County reserves the right to edit, amend, defer or omit articles as necessary.
The current edition of the Newsletter, together with an archive of previous editions,

can be found on-line at:-
www.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/somerset/newsletters/county-newsletter

29th May – 1st June - Bath & West Show

Thursday 6th June – D Day 75

22/23 June – Weston-Super-Mare Armed Forces Day and Air Day

Sunday 30th June - Clevedon Drumhead Service - 2.30pm at Clevedon
Bandstand for 3pm start.

Saturday 13th July - Hutton, Oldmixon & Locking Branch, Locking Fete

Saturday 13th July – Yeovilton Air Show

8th -11th August – Bristol Balloon Festival

Sunday 18th August – Mid Somerset Show

Tuesday 3rd September – 80th Anniversary of start of WW2

October – Poppy Launch - Date to be confirmed

To publicise on this page your Branch events for this summer and beyond
contact the MSO/County Secretary.


