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Branch member wins national competition 

 

It is not often that we here of winners of large       

competitions that we know but we have just heard that 

our members Mike and Anne Rowlands have won the 

autumn  competition featured in the national Legion 

magazine. 

Mike & Anne plus 2 invited guests of their choice 

have won a tour around the Emma Bridgewater      

pottery factory in Stoke on Trent -  in the heart of the 

Potteries area. They will be treated to a tour of the 

pottery factory including demonstrations of pottery 

making and painting, they will also get an opportunity 

to paint their own pottery. The group of four will be 

treated to lunch and afternoon tea, with Danish and 

scones. The Emma Bridgewater factory is  famous for 

their cream coloured earthenware pottery and is     

situated in a restored Victorian building on the banks 

of the Caldon Canal at Stoke on Trent. 

Mike and Anne hope to take their prize in the Spring 

and promise to update us about their visit, we do hope 

they have a wonderful day out. 

 

Wincanton gets own Army Cadet unit 

 

We are very pleased to hear that Wincanton has got 

an Army Cadet unit, which is based at King Arthur’s 

School. As members know, we are very keen to be 

associated with youth organisations and we have 

made contact with the new unit. We do hope we can 

arrange a formal affiliation with the cadets and work 

together as we do with our other cadet unit, the Sea 

Cadets of TS Mantle VC based at Yeovilton. 

If you have know of young people wishing to join the 

unit, they meet on Wednesday evenings at King     

Arthur’s School from 7 p.m. until 9 p.m. and they can 

just turn up on the evening. 

There are details on the internet at armycadets.com/

somersetacf   

 

Sorry we had to cancel the Quiz 

 

Well it was fate that we chose the very evening when 

the only significant snow occurred in Wincanton this 

year. It was obvious we had to cancel but we have set 

another date now which is 5th April and is in the    

stables at the Dolphin Inn starting at 7 p.m. The     

format is the same as previously suggested and cost 

£3 each person with teams of four people but a    

maximum up to six if necessary. 

Please come along the last two quizzes have been 

great fun. It is in order to turn up and pay at the door 

but it would be helpful if you could let me know if 

you can come to enable planning. 

 

 

Days out from Wincanton 

 

Some years ago I registered Wincanton RBL branch 

as a group member in the South Somerset Community 

Transport scheme (CAT Bus) and over the years we 

have used membership as an opportunity to provide 

transport not only on some of our regular days out but 

also we have used  the scheme to get members to     

other branch events. Members may also be members 

of the CAT bus scheme but if not perhaps you should 

consider it. As well as providing economical transport 

to hospitals, dentists and doctors surgeries the scheme 

also provides regular transport for shopping trips to 

Morrison’s and Lidl. Recently introduced on a CAT 

bus  are weekly trips to other local towns every 

Wednesday which certainly sound interesting include 

Frome (£6 ) Gillingham & Shaftesbury (£5 ) and   

Dorchester (£7) and there is a new bi- monthly trip to 

Warmister  - all prices are quoted at the Council bus 

pass rate and if you do not have a Council bus pass 

the price is double. For information and booking     

telephone 01963-33864 if you are not a member     

lifetime membership is £10. 
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Such sad similarities 

 

Several members phoned me on 22nd February to comment on the television coverage of the 75th             

anniversary of the crash of B17 Flying Fortress “Mi Amigo” near Sheffield. I am sure like me others in the 

town had thoughts similar to mine, how similar the crash was to that of our B17 “Old Faithful”. Sadly it was 

not just Mi Amigo and Old Faithful that crashed in England and there must be many sad stories similar to 

these possibly, well over one hundred. This year we will commemorate the 75th anniversary with a service 

and ceremony around the War Memorial on Sunday 23rd June (Old Faithful actually crashed on 25th June). 

In 2004 I coordinated the 60th anniversary commemoration on behalf of the Town Council and the           

ceremony was probably one of the largest of its kind in the town. Present with us was the American Air     

Attache, the Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Somerset  -  Air Vice Marshal  Sir John Severne and many local   

dignitaries. We had an Honour Guard from the United States Air Force, the Royal Air Force and the      

Combined Cadet Force Band from King’s School Bruton. At the time we had many townspeople who could 

remember that June day but with time the numbers are reducing and now only a few can actually remember 

it, but to those who do it remains a very sad 

memory. We at the branch have commemo-

rated every anniversary  since the memorial 

plaque was erected on 4th July 1954. This 

year will be no exception but unfortunately 

the scale of the commemoration cannot 

equal that of  15 years ago. In our branch 

then were many veterans of the Second 

World War and other conflicts and indeed 

those numbers have dwindled of late. We are 

determined though to pay appropriate        

respects and do hope the younger               

generations will continue observing our   

gratitude. 

It was on 25th June 1944 that Old Faithful 

took off from the U.S. airbase at               

Bassingbourn, Cambridgeshire en-route to 

bomb a German Luftwaffe airfield near    

Toulouse, France. Old Faithful was in the most vulnerable position of the squadron  -  the lower lead position 

and on approaching the target was hit with enemy anti aircraft fire. The pilot 2nd Lt. Peter Mikonis then    

attempted to bring the aircraft home, an astounding 900 nautical miles on three engines. All went well until 

he approached Lyme Bay when another engine burst into flames but was extinguished. It then flew through 

the Blackmore Vale on two engines hoping to 

reach an emergency diversion airfield at RAF 

Zeals but Zeals is on high ground and the aircraft 

was heading for the centre of Wincanton town. The 

crew struggled with the controls in an attempt to 

lift the aircraft up and away from town but it blew 

up near Snag Farm. Such sad similarities the “Mi 

Amigo” in Sheffield.  

The photo (left) shows Dave Hill commanding the 

2004 parade with Sid Bundy, standard bearer, 

along with the Sherriff of Somerset, local mayors 

and member of parliament. The parade stretched all 

the way back into the town. 
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Lt. Col Ian Feild MC 

 

I mentioned recently in Sandbag what a privilege it has been 

to meet such fine people whilst performing roles at          

Wincanton RBL. One person whom I cannot forget was Ian 

Feild a member who died  10 years ago. The word 

“gentleman” sums up Ian perfectly, a man one looks up to in 

life and respects  -  brave, smart and every bit a “soldier”. 

Five generations of his mother’s family served as soldiers 

and from an early age  he made it his ambition to follow his 

forebears into the army. He was commissioned into the Duke 

of Cornwall’s Light Infantry, the first regular officer since 

the Second World War. In 1953 Ian was posted to a staff   

appointment at HQ East Africa. With no details of his work 

one might assume that he sat in some pleasant office, a fan 

gently revolving overhead waiting to cross over to the mess 

for a protracted lunch. The fact was however, that he was 

engaged in intelligence work of the most dangerous sort 

which was to win him the Military Cross. The following is 

his Military Cross citation which sums every up precisely  :- 

Beginning with nothing in August 1953, Captain Feild has 

built up an intelligence organisation second to none in     

Kenya. He has achieved this by imagination, organising   

ability and untiring energy. He has worked for long periods 

both day and night. Through the information obtained by his organisation and his willingness to spend long 

hours on patrol, he has been largely responsible for breaking up of the Mau Mau gangs around Fort Hall. 

In March 1955, this officer led a mixed European and African police patrol deep into Mount Kenya forest. 

The patrol, including Captain Feild, were disguised as Mau Mau gangsters to the last detail. Superbly led by 

Captain Feild, thanks to his excellent disguise, the patrol succeeded in entering the Mau Mau camp without 

detection although the sentries were in full view some 40 yards away. A meeting was being held within the 

camp and the European part of the patrol was able to advance to within 10 yards of the meeting before      

opening fire, killing three Mau Mau and severely wounding six others as well as capturing a quantity of arms, 

ammunition and documents. The hazards of an Operation of this kind in broad daylight are obviously          

immense and success depended largely upon iron nerve, courage and coolness of the leader. The slightest   

mistake by his small force would have meant instant death for all concerned. The above is only one example 

of many hazardous Operations involving impersonation, which Captain Feild has carried out in the past. His 

example and high sense of duty combined with cool courage both day and night have been an inspiration to 

security forces and are truly remarkable for an officer of his years”. 

It has been wondered how Ian, with his red hair, pale skin and blue eyes, managed to pass himself off as a 

Mau Mau man. It would appear that Ian achieved his disguise which enabled him to enter the Mau Mau camp 

by wearing a wig, darkening his skin and putting in eye drops which made his eyes change colour 

On his return from Africa Ian was posted as an instructor to Sandhurst and later carried out most of the  

planning relating to the amalgamation of the Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry and the Somerset Light  

Infantry. He was proud of the DCLI and later the Somerset & Cornwall Light Infantry . He commanded a 

company of the SCLI in Berlin, the UK and Aden. His last appointment was as Commander Salisbury Plain 

Training Area. 

He was Adjutant with the 1st Battalion DCLI in Osnabruck in 1958 and being a keen horseman was appointed 

Parade Adjutant for the Queen’s Birthday Parade in Berlin. He also commanded a Company of the SCLI 

Aden in 1966.    

A truly remarkable man. 
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Poppy Appeal 2019 

 

I received an email from Dawn asking me to put 

this item in Sandbag, which I am repeating below. 

“We had a shortage of people volunteering to do 

shifts at Morrison’s during last years Poppy Ap-

peal which left myself and Georgina covering most 

days. Unfortunately I will not be able to do two 

weeks at Morrison’s this year so I really need more 

volunteers to cover between Saturday 26th         

October and Saturday 9th November or else we 

will have to reduce the times down there”. Dawn 

If you are able to help please contact Dawn direct. 

Tony  

 

 

National Armed Forces Day 

Salisbury 29th June 2019 

 

As I mentioned in the last     

Sandbag we have been aware for 

some time that the national 

Armed Forces Day event will be at Salisbury. Having 

discussed this with various organisations it will             

definitely outshine anything we could hope to put       

together in Wincanton and being so close to us it is     

obvious many local people will choose to go to        

Salisbury. Therefore we are arranging transport to attend 

the event. At this moment we do not have specific       

details of what is happening in Salisbury but we are   

confident it will be a big event and worth attending. 

Please make a note of the date and come with us. 

 

Coffee Morning 16th March 

 

We are having a Coffee Morning on 16th March in the 

Memorial Hall from 10 a.m. until noon. We do hope we 

will see you there. 

If you have any raffle prizes please bring them along 

thanks 

 

Trip to Exeter 27th April 

 

I will be firming up the Exeter trip during March 

so if you would now please confirm a definite 

commitment to going I will be able to assess the 

type f transport. 

We will depart from the Memorial Hall at 9 a.m. 

on 27th April and arrive home around 6 p.m. 

Prices are £12 adults and £6 children 

If all those wo said they were “interested” do firm 

up their commitment we do have enough people 

going  to enable the trip to happen.   

 

Next Armed Forces & Veterans Breakfast Club 

 

A good number of members are regularly attending the 

Armed Forces and Veterans Breakfast Club at the      

Dolphin Hotel, the April breakfast meeting is on 27th 

April (unfortunately the same day as the Exeter trip). It 

starts at 9.30 a.m. and costs £6.99 

 

Looking back 

 

We have been asked to create a “nostalgia corner” to remind members of some of the great things we have 

done over the years. In July 2007 we officially “affiliated” with the 

Commando Helicopter Force (CHF) at RNAS Yeovilton after the 

then Commander Cdr. Ric Fox RN had been attending many of our 

branch events. 

We asked Cdr. Fox how we could support our adoption of the unit, 

who at the time were on active service in Afghanistan and he told 

us “send them some sweets”. As we could not do this under RBL 

charity rules we formed a sister group called “Wincanton Supports 

Our Troops”. Whilst in Afghanistan our regular shipments of 

sweets went down well and we received many letters of thanks. 

We fund raised in town and sent shipments of around £1000 each 

time. This photo shows a shipment in 2008.  

 

Our annual trip to the battlefields is in May so if 

anyone has a request for us lay a wreath  for 

them, this trip will be to Mons, Cambrai and 

Arras. It may be possible to accomplish. 


