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On Thursday,1st November, Clevedon Branch had a team of young people from
Wessex Water join us to help with our collection for the Poppy Appeal. The team
is called Pelican Business Services and they are encouraged by their employers to

spend a day helping with a local
charity. This year they saw our
request for more collectors and
volunteered to join us. There
were six youngpeople, Ben,Nic,
Liz, Alie, John and Emma, and
they joined our collectors, both
in the street collection and in the
supermarkets. We had advised
them to wrap up well and they

came duly kitted out. At the end of the day they said how pleased they were to
have been able to join in collecting for such a worthy cause. They said that they
hadhad a fantastic day and seeing the
amount of effort that goes into
organising the collections had been a
real insight. They had collected over
£223 for the Clevedon Poppy
Appeal.

Clevedon Flower Show chose the
Poppy Appeal to be their 2018
Charity and so Clevedon Branch was
presented with a cheque for £170.00

on 11th November at St.
Andrew's Church Hall whilst the
Branch was providing tea and
biscuits for the Pipe Band
members. This cheque has been
put towards our total for the year.

We also had a surprise cheque
presented by a small Clevedon

Clevedon's Poppy Appeal Gets Triple Boost
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business, Katez Kraftz, who raised the money selling crochet poppies around
various outlets in the town. The owner, Katie Bright, rang the Branch to say that
she had a cheque to present to us and duly came along to our AGM on 21st
November when she gave us the great sum of £421.02p. We are also pleased to
say that she signed up to be a member of the Legion on the same night. The total
sum collected in Clevedon this year was £29,728.50p, a very pleasing amount!

Phyllis Blackwell, Secretary, Clevedon Branch

Darren and Tabatha Squires from Chard Branch were lucky to be able to present
a cheque for £407.90 to Dunkirk Memorial House, at their Bingo event on
Thursday13thDecember 2018. Thismoneywas raised at this year'sChardArmed
Forces Community Fun Day.

Anne, the Home Manager, thanked the Branch and said that it will be used to get
the essentials required for the residents. Many thanks to the County Chairman,
Robert McDonald for attending the presentation.

Kate Hurley, MSO

Chard's AFD Fund Raiser Helps DMH Residents
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Crewkerne Community Commemoration
Crewkerne commenced their 2018 commemorations with a parade at Severalls
Memorial with representatives of the three armed forces, the Police and Fire
Service, Crewkerne ACF, Rangers, Scouts, Cubs, Beavers, Guides, Brownies,
Rainbows and the Town Council. It was the biggest parade ever held in
Crewkerne and many members of the community also attended.

Following the parade there was a short service at the Falklands Square Memorial
and then on to St. Bartholomew’s church for the 11:00 service led by Revd. Stuart
Huntley. The sun shone down as the Last Post was played, the Standards were
lowered and the town's community laid their wreaths. The service continued in
the church with a single wreath laying by Lt Cdr Kevin Roffey and the Candle of
Remembrance was carried by Cadet LCpl Dennis Galvin. Local schools took part
in the readings and songs and the Rangers and Scouts delivered the prayers. After
the names of the Fallen were read, a trench whistle was blown and a cascade of
poppypetals drifted from thebalcony. Itwas such abeautiful,memorable service.

A 6ft Tommy soldier made from plastic bottles, stood to attention at the front of
the church. This was created by the learners at Able2achieve in Crewkerne, to
mark their respect but also to raise awareness of plastic pollution.

Following the church service, the Branch
of Crewkerne hosted a Remembrance
event to thank the community, with the
1940’s singers ‘Decadettes’ and home
baked delicious cakes. During the
interval, there was a presentation of the
new MacCready Shield for the best cadet
of the year, as part of the Affiliation
between the Branch and the Cadets. This
was awarded to LCpl Dennis Galvin for
his commitment, positive attitude and
role model image portrayed to younger
cadets. President Terry Austin, presented
the shield.

Remembrance was a huge success in Crewkerne with not only a large attendance
to show respect, but some fun entertainment after with music and a draw.

Alice Samuel, Secretary, Crewkerne Branch
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At the recent Baltonsborough Branch AGM, three Committee members who were
standing down, were awarded County Certificates of Appreciation by the County
Chairman, Robert McDonald for their long and outstanding service to the the
Royal British Legion. They were Martyn Underdown - Branch Chairman; Mike
Reardon-Harman - Branch Vice Chairman and David Franklin - Branch Treasurer.

Kate Hurley, MSO

County Certificates for Baltonsborough Committee Members

David Franklin

Martyn Underdown

Mike Reardon-Harman
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Wiveliscombe's Centenary Commemoration said thank you to a WW1
Generation. Never before in Wivey have we seen the town decorated with more
than 2000 knitted poppies. We had a congregation that filled the church for the
Remembrance Service and our Poppy Appeal beat all our previous records.

Thank you Wivey and surrounding areas.

Mike Morin, Chairman, Wiveliscombe Branch

Wiveliscombe Says Thank You
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The Branch's Great War Centenary
Poppy Display remembered the 19
fallen men from Chewton Mendip,
Litton and Ston Easton and one
Volunteer Aid Detachment Nurse.

The display was designed and built by
Jan Truman of Chewton with the
support of her husband Phil and a
number of local ladies in the knitting
team!
Itwas initially in theChewtonbakery&
café "Bread and Beyond", before being
relocated to Ston Easton and Litton
Churches and finally being set up in
ChewtonMendipChurch forArmistice
Day on 11th November.

The Branch held a well attended Centenary
Poppy Supper at which three ladies made a
huge contribution. They are, from left to right,
Gill Hogarth of Hinton Blewett, who
researched andwrote
histories on the 19
fallen soldiers and
one VAD nurse, Jan
Truman who
designed and built
the poppy displays
and Janet North who
told us stories of
Hedd Wynn a Welsh
poet who won the
Eistedfodd “Bard’s

Chair“ after his death at Passchendaele and of Moina
Belle Michael who conceived the idea of the Poppy to
symbolise Remembrance.

Centenary Events at Chewton Mendip and Litton Branch
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Chewton Mendip C of E VA
Primary School Head Teacher
Clare Rice, her staff and the
school children beautifully
decorated the Church for
Remembrance Sunday.

They celebrated their own
service on 9th November
before the main villages
service on Armistice Day.

Three Silent Soldiers were manufactured
and generously donated to the villages by
Dave Addicott Engineering Ltd. They were
placed in Litton on the roadside (see this
edition's cover photo), in Ston Easton next
to wreathed memorial cross, and in
Chewton Mendip inside the Church.

Paul L Lane
Chairman

Chewton Mendip
and

Litton Branch
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Legion Courses at DMH

Branch Management - 23rd January, 10am to 3pm

This will talk you through running AGM's, Nominations, Committee Meetings,
Branch Meetings, the basics of the Treasurer’s role and what should be reported
at a branch meeting; what should be in the minutes and guidance on financial
matters.

Treasurer - 29th January - 10am to 3pm

This course goes into more depth and explains how the Treasurer should keep the
books, what can be spent, how to reconcile for meetings and how to present end
of year accounts.

Any new Treasurer should definitely attend a course and I would also encourage
Treasurers whose annual accounts are audited externally (i.e. not by RBL
examiners) to attend. We quite often find this is when things are not set out
correctly because an outside examiner does not know the ins and outs of the
Legion’s rules.

Both courses will be held at Dunkirk Memorial House, Bishops Lydeard with a
10am start till around 3pm. In the first instance can you please supply me with
name and email address and which course and I will then email out final
instructions and confirmation. Please let me know by 17th January for Branch
Management and 24th for Treasurers. If you have any questions, please get in
touch.

Sarah Fossey, County Trainer

sarahfossey@btinternet.com

Recruiting Advisor

The next RA course will be held in Dunkirk Memorial House on Saturday 16th
March, 10am – 4pm.

Please let Martin Heale know if you would like to attend – heale61@hotmail.com
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Thank you to the 88 members and guests who attended Shepton Mallet Royal
British Legion Mess Dinner at the Charlton House Hotel. As a Branch we were
honoured that the National Chairman, Mr Terry Whittles, along with Sue his wife,
attended as GoH.

We were also very pleased that Legionnaires from neighbouring Branches of
Evercreech, Bruton and Wells were able to join us. We also had Legionaries
representing Somerset and Wiltshire and the St James Branch. True comradeship.

£210 was raised from the raffle to be split evenly between 1182 RAF Air Cadet
Squadron, Shepton Mallet.....these young people are unfailing in their support of
our Branch and are the future of both our town and the RBL. We will also donate
to Dunkirk Memorial RBL House at Bishops Lydeard here in Somerset to support
the residents welfare fund.

Thank you to you all for making this a great night. Your Branch ... Your Legion.

The Shepton Mallet Branch has
facilitated the purchase of the
Remembrance bench which was
placed in Collett Park on
Saturday 10th November. The
Lord Lieutenant Mrs Annie Maw
and the local MP Mr James
Heappy were both in attendance
when the bench was given to the
people of the town to mark their
Armistice 100 event.

They are not forgotten ...

... they are here.

Andy Ransom, Chairman, SMRBL

Shepton Mallet Welcomes National Chairman
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Holiday Accomodation in Northern France

Historic, former coaching inn, built in 1724, sleeping up to 10 people in 5
bedrooms. Situated near St Omer, France; close to Calais, Dunkirk, Ypres
and the Somme. Ideal for visiting war graves and museums in the region.

The address of the property is:

2, Contour de L'eglise, Volckerinckhove, Nord 59470, France.

Contact: Julian Gough, 12 Nash Close, Heckington, Lincolnshire, NG34 9UP
Tel: 01529 469082.

email: juliangough68@hotmail.com

POPPY APPEAL ORGANISERS REQUIRED
Neither Minehead nor Yatton Branches have a Poppy Appeal Organiser at present

If anyone would like to take on the role at one of these Branches, or knows
someone who would be interested, please contact Adam Brown

(Community Fundraiser for Somerset) on 07795611494 or
email to ADBrown@britishlegion.org.uk

THANK YOU!!
Big "Thank Yous" to Nailsea Branch for their generous donation of £50, to
Pilton Branch for their generous donation of £142.06 and to Chewton
Mendip Branch for their generous donation of £250, all to the County
Welfare Fund.

Holiday Accommodation in Southern Spain
Benalmadena Costa, Malaga

Quiet complex right by the sea
Contact Mr. Nick Greedy on

07958696678
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COUNTY CASEWORKERS NEEDED
County Welfare Caseworkers urgently needed in the

Mendip and South Somerset council areas.
Full training will be provided.

Please call the Contact Centre on 0808 802 8080
and they will send you a full information pack.

If you need any further information what is involved in the role, please
contact Dennis Cruze (CCSC Chairman) at: denniscruze@btinternet.com or

Tel: 01934 823340
Kate Hurley, MSO – Somerset
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RECYCLE YOUR UNUSED STANDARD BEARER EQUIPMENT
Would any Branches having any old unused Standard Bearer equipment please

send it to County Office so that it can be used for training purposes.
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If your Branch has a new Standard Bearer who can't get to the regular training
sessions it may be possible to arrange other sessions depending on the date, time
and place - petrol money would be appreciated!
Contact JohnGallopon01934862621 (canter@hotmail.co.uk) todiscusspossibilities.
New Standard Bearers must attend at least three sessions to learn the basic skills
required. Standard Bearers are expected to turn out at events in uniform that
complies with the RBL Ceremonial Handbook – see Ch. 6.2. for full details. They
should also turn out for training dressed accordingly.
All Standard Bearers are eligible to claim mileage expenses (45p per mile) from
their branch for attendance at training sessions, funerals and other events they
attend. A mileage claim form must be completed and submitted to their Branch
Treasurer. This would come under ‘Ceremonial’ in the Branch Accounts.

Kate Hurley MSO

SOMERSET COUNTY STANDARD BEARER TRAINING - 2019

Month Day & Date Time Venue

March Saturday 2nd 14:00 - 16:00

Highbridge Community Hall, TA9 3BP 

April Saturday 13th 14:00 - 16:00

May Saturday 18th 14:00 - 16:00

June Saturday 8th 14:00 - 16:00

September

Saturday 14th 14:00 - 16:00

Saturday 21st 14:00 - 16:00

Saturday 28th 14:00 - 16:00

October Saturday 19th 14:00 - 16:00

December Saturday 7th  14:00 - 16:00

Standard Bearers are expected to turn out for training in uniform that complies with the 

Ceremonial Handbook - see ch.6.2 for full details.

SOMERSET COUNTY STANDARD BEARERS EVENTS - 2019

January
Sunday 13th 

10:00 - 16:00

Somerset County Conference 

Taunton & Pickeridge Golf Club, Corfe, TA3 7BY

October
Saturday 5th 

13:00

County Competition with Devon County 

Highbridge Community Hall, TA9 3BP
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RBL Somerset County & Bristol Newsletter
Material for publication should be sent, by email, to the County Secretary

(KHurley@britishlegion.org.uk) at County Office, to arrive by the 21st of the preceding month.
All articles must be attributable – anonymous articles will not be published.

Please send text as an attached Word document or within the body of the email. Send
images as attached .jpg or .png files. Don't resize them - don't include them within a text file.

County reserves the right to edit, amend, defer or omit articles as necessary.
The current edition of the Newsletter, together with an archive of previous editions,

can be found on-line at:-
www.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/somerset/newsletters/county-newsletter

Sunday 13th January 2019

Somerset County Conference
10am-4pm at Taunton & Pickeridge Golf Club, Corfe, Taunton, TA3 7BY

To publicise on this page your Branch events for this winter and beyond
contact the MSO/County Secretary


