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Branch Account Returns 
 
Thank you to all the Branch Treasurers who have worked hard to submit their returns to the County for the 
September deadline – we now have 96% of Accounts returned with the two remaining branches 
submitting by the end of October. Please ensure that you submit any missing items or any corrections 
requested by Head Office.   
 
MS1 Submissions 
 
Your Branch MS1 need to be submitted to the Head Office by December 30th 2018. Please ensure that you 
are using the new form sent to all Branch Secretaries in October, that all committee members have signed 
and that you include contact details and membership numbers for all those signing the form. Please note 
that I will be on Christmas Leave from the 18th December and returning to work during the first week of 
January. Please ensure your form is submitted to me prior to my annual leave, so I am able to register this 
as completed on the Head Office System. If you have any problems please contact me direct.  
Please ensure all postal forms are sent to the new County Office at Swindon, 52 – 54 Regent Street, 
Swindon, Wiltshire, SN1 1JS or direct to my email on fhedges@britishlegion.org.uk  
 
Wiltshire Annual County Conference 
 
The Wiltshire Annual County Conference will be taking place on Saturday the 9th February at The Civic 
Centre in Trowbridge. Letters and invitations will be sent out shortly. Please return your Delegate 
Nomination Forms, any Applications for County Certificates, Entries for Competitions by the 30th December 
2018. 

 
Branch AGM’s  
 
Please arrange your Branch AGM to take place before the end of November 2018. If you would like County 
Office to attend, please let us know as soon as possible. 
 
County Executive Committee 
 
We are delighted to welcome Alek Sagar, Kevin Toft and John Mann as new Committee Members to the 
County Executive Committee and we look forward to the new input of ideas to the County Executive 
Committee.  
 
County Treasurer 
 
We are delighted to welcome Callie Neil as the new County Treasurer for Wiltshire County - The County is 
still working hard to resolve issues with signatories and Callie is doing a marvellous job getting to know the 
running of the accounts. Please continue to send any payments required to me on 
fhedges@britishlegion.org.uk or to the Swindon County Office, 52 – 54 Regent Street, Swindon, SN1 1JS 
marked for my attention.  
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County Parade Marshal 
 
We are delighted to also welcome John Smith who has accepted the post of County Parade Marshal for 
Wiltshire County. Cathy Smith is continuing to fulfil the role of Standard Bearer Coordinator. Both John and 
Cathy will continue to run the Standard Bearer Training for the County. The appointed position of County 
Ceremonial Officer previously held by Brian Mitchell has now been removed from the County Executive 
Committee and these functions will now be carried out by the Ceremonial Sub Committee. The County 
would like to thank Brian Mitchell for his years of service to the County as CCO and CPM.  
 
Details of Branch Remembrance Services 2018 
 
This year is proving to be a very busy year all round - Please can all branches forward me details of any 
planned Remembrance Services or Events as soon as possible. Details will be put on the County Website 
and Facebook Pages.  
 
Concert to Commemorate the End of WW1 - 4th November 2018 
 
This Concert will be taking place in Salisbury on the 4th November from 3pm; featuring The Central RBL 
Band and The Salisbury Military Wife’s Choir. Arranged by Brian Easterbrook this promises like last year to 
be an enjoyable day with great music and acts. I have enclosed a poster for the Concert with the 
Newsletter – please circulate to your members to support this local event.  
 
Lydiard Park Field of Remembrance Service – Friday 9th November. 
 
The service will commence from 10:00. All are welcome for refreshments after the service at 11:30 in the 
Conference Centre at Lydiard Park. Can all Branch Chairmen who have received an invitation to participate 
in pre-refreshments from 9:30 please email Rob Smith on rsmith1@britishlegion.org.uk with a full list of 
Branch Members who would like to attend by the 26th October 2018. . Please include branch member’s full 
names and membership numbers on your email and Rob will arrange for invitations to be sent to them.  
 
RBL Women’s Section 
 
Congratulations to Cathy Smith, who has now also taken on the role of RBL Women’s Section County 
Chairman – Cathy is continuing with her work for Wiltshire County. The County wish her well in her new 
role. The County would like to thank Marie Nunn for her years of support to Wiltshire County and wish her 
all the best for more relaxing times. Sandy Perry is continuing as the RBL Women’s Section County 
Secretary.  
 
County Poppy Appeal Launch  
 
As mentioned in the July newsletter, Fi Dobson is launching this year’s Poppy Appeal on Friday 26th 
October at the STEAM museum in Swindon from 11 am, the day after the national launch. 
The Lord Lieutenant, Mrs Sarah Troughton has kindly agreed to attend and she will be presented with the 
first County poppy. Five descendants of those who worked at GWR before serving in the war, some who 
came home and others, who did not, will be attending to tell their stories. Other VIP’s attending include 
RBL dignitaries and ten local school children. The locomotives will be decorated with specially made Thank 
You Wreaths. 
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Salisbury Cathedral Projection of Falling Poppies – West Front Salisbury Cathedral 
 
Congratulations to Fi Dobson who has arranged these marvellous illuminations at Salisbury Cathedral to 
mark the final year of the WW1 centenary. The Royal British Legion is inviting the public to take part in a 
movement to say ‘Thank You’ to the First World War generation who served, sacrificed and changed our 
world. By kind permission of The Very Revd Nick Papadopulos, Dean of Salisbury, the West Front will be 
illuminated each evening with a projection of falling poppies from 8th November to 11th November 
inclusive.  Please support this project and go and view this display if possible.  
 
County Standard Bearer Competition 
 
The County Standard Bearer Competition was held in the Michael Herbert Hall in Wilton on Saturday the 
8th October and was well attended by all. Thank you to all the Standard Bearers and Branches who 
attended to compete or support the event. Thank you also to the Wilton RBL Branch who arranged as 
always marvellous refreshments on the day. 
 
Congratulations to Dale Williams for achieving first place for RBL Standard Bearer, Dale will take over as 
County Standard Bearer at the Wiltshire County Annual Conference in February 2019 from Kevin Toft  - the 
current County Standard Bearer. Congratulations also to Amanda Berryman who achieved first place for 
RBL Women’s Section. Both Dale and Amanda will take part in the Regional Competitions in due course 
and we wish them all the best. 
 
Unfortunately I was unable to attend the event due to breaking my ankle so I do not have any photos of 
the day – if anyone does have any please do send them to me so I can circulate these on the County 
Website and Facebook pages. 
 
Royal Charter Consultation  
 
The Royal Charter Consultation has been extended until the end of October to allow members to fully 
input their views on proposed changes. Please encourage all your members to take part in this 
consultation, the outcome of the consultation will be a motion to RBL Annual Conference in 2019 where 
Branches will then have their opportunity to vote on any recommendations. The survey can be accessed 
via RBL Website on following link https://britishlegion.citizenspace.com/membership/royal-charter-have-
your-say 
 
Northern Ireland Legacy Investigations 
 
The RBL National Chairman Terry Whittles has issued a communication to all County Chairmen and MSO’s 
re the Northern Ireland Legacy Investigations. As you may be aware, the Legion (and in particular the 
Public Affairs and Public Policy (PAPP) team) receives queries from members and members of the public 
asking what the Legion’s position is on the Northern Ireland Legacy Investigations. Should your branch 
receive an enquiry or approach by any member, member of the public , the media or anybody acting on 
behalf of a group (e.g. a Northern Ireland Veterans or Regimental Association) please do not respond and 
forward all queries direct to myself and the County Chairman. 
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Remembrance Day Parade Risk Assessments 
 
Your branch may have received communication from the Membership Department in reference to 
Remembrance Parade 2018 Risk Management. If you have any questions please contact me direct and I 
will be happy to assist. 
 
National Armed Forces Weekend June 29th & 30th June 2019 to be held in Salisbury  
 
The Prime Minister has announced that Armed Forces Day 2019 will be held in Salisbury in a fitting tribute 
to the bravery and professionalism shown by the armed forces following the nerve agent attack in the city. 
It is expected hundreds of thousands of people will descend on the city for the day, supported by a 
£25,000 grant from the Ministry of Defence to host the event. Further information on this event and 
Wiltshire County involvement will follow as soon as they are available.  
 

The County Chairman’s Seminar – Swindon – 6th October 2018  
 
The County Chairman’s Seminar in October was cancelled due to unforeseen circumstances. The County 
Chairman will be looking at alternative dates over the next couple of months. I will send out further details 
when these are available.  
 

 

 

 
GP90 
 
Congratulations to all the branches who took part in the Grand Pilgrimage 90 at Ypres – the Event was a 
fantastic credit to Membership - attended by over 2000 Branches. 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
The GP90 DVD is still in production and will likely take two more weeks.  Once the DVD are complete 1300 
copies will be shipped directly to Linney. Linney will then produce the Branch GP90 attendance certificates 
and  will send one certificate and one DVD a to the participating RBL Branches and 22 Legion Scotland 
Branches.  Branches can copy the DVD for their two representatives or the film is available to all here for 
free under GP90 Highlights via https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/remembrance/ww1-centenary/great-
pilgrimage-90/  
An e-photobook of the best photos from GP90 and will make it available to all to view via a link on the RBL 
Website.  
Please note the GP90 email inbox will soon be closed down as the Project Team pack up and move on – it 
will not be monitored and there will be an Out of Office placed on it to that effect. 
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Sgt Harry Lucas Hillier Perrett’s Medal Presentation Evening - RBL Devizes Branch 
 
Thank you to the Devizes Branch for hosting a marvellous display and Medal Presentation for Sgt Lucas 
Hillier Perrett’s who died in WW1 on the 18th September 2018. I was delighted to meet all the branch 
members and to honour this marvellous story. Sgt Harry’s medals have been remounted with their original 
ribbons and will be donated to the Coldstream Guard Museum as per the wishes of his late family.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Purton Flower and Produce Show 
 
Congratulations to the RBL Purton Branch  who working together with Purton Annual Flower Arts Craft & Produce 
Show Committee assist on putting on this lovely event on the 18th August 2018. The displays of artwork, pictures, 
bakery, flowers, vegetables, fruits and so much more filled the whole of the Community Centre. Participation from 
school children, youth organisations and members of the public on all the displays was a joy to see and the event 
was a very enjoyable afternoon for all. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Poppy Bench - Ludgerhsall 
Please see this lovely photo of a Poppy Bench sent in by Robert Dance from the Ludgershall Branch.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

   

 



 

 
Potterne Grand Afternoon Commemorative Grand Afternoon Tea Party 1918 – 2018  
 
The RBL Potterne Branch held a Commemorative Garden Tea Party at the Five Lanes Farm in Potterne on 
the 22nd July 2018 – the afternoon had live music, plentiful food and bar, excellent raffle to fundraise for 
the Poppy Appeal and was a fantastic afternoon for all.  Thank you for the invitation and I will certainly 
look forward to any future events at The Farm Marquee.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Devizes Branch – Wayne Cherry - 100 Hours of Remembrance 
 
Wayne Cherry has started his 100 of Remembrance in Devizes Centre on the 11th October and will go 
through until the 11 November 2018, Wayne will be in the Brittox from 10:00 – 13:30 every day and his 
aim is to get 189 people (matching the number on the Devizes Memorial) to join him on Saturday 3rd 
November to collect a badge containing the name of a fallen soldier from the Devizes Memorial and 
remember that person whilst both sides of the Brittox outside the shops. Please pop down and visit Wayne 
to support him in this endeavour if you can. Details are on the County Website and here is Wayne below 
pictured with Keith Passant our Website Editor on his 5th day of his endeavour. Well done Wayne and keep 
up the good work! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Branch Events 
 
Please continue to send me your news and photos of your branch events. This is a special anniversary year 
for Remembrance and I would love to accumulate a photo gallery of the great work being done in Wiltshire 
on our Website and Facebook Pages. 
 
 

   

 

 



 

 
We have being doing fantastic work and the figures for July - September  2018 are below – Keep up the good work 
Please send in any pictures of Events you have . 
Please submit your figures for October to December to me by the end of December 2018. 
  

    
 

   
 

 
 

 
 
Please find below updates on SB Training Dates and Wiltshire Events. 
Please can you confirm your attendance at the events  direct to John Smith - County Parade Marshal  by 
telephone number 01380 870735 or via email  -  johnboy.smith@btinternet.com  
 
Wiltshire Events: 
 
Salisbury - Salisbury Concert to commemorate the end of WW1 
 
Date: 4th November 2018 
Arrival Time for Standard Bearers: 2pm 
Location: Salisbury City Hall, Malthouse Lane, Salisbury SP2 7TU 
Report to John Smith – County Parade Marshall 
Refreshments will be provided 
 
Lydiard Park Field of Remembrance Service 
 
Date: Friday 9th November 2018 
Arrival Time for Standard Bearers: 9.00 am  
Location: Lydiard Park Conference Centre, Lydiard Tregoze, Swindon SN5 3PA 
Report to: John Smith – County Parade Marshall 
Refreshments are available prior and after service from the Conference Centre. 
 
Wiltshire Annual County Conference: 
Date: Saturday 9th February 2019 
Arrival Time for Standard Bearers: 10 am 
Location: Trowbridge Civic Centre, St Stephens Place, Trowbridge, BA14 8AH 
Report to: John Smith – County Parade Marshall 
Refreshments will be provided.  
 
Proposed Date for Regional Standard Bearer Competition TBC 
Date: 16th February 2019 TBC 
Location: Michael Herbert Hall, Wilton, South Street, Wilton, Salisbury SP2 0JS – TBC 
Arrival Time for Standard Bearers and Competition Time: TBC 
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Standard Bearer Training & Updates 
 
Training Dates & Locations: 
 

Date: Sunday 28th October 
Location: Michael Herbert Hall, Wilton, South Street, Wilton, Salisbury SP2 0JS 
Time: 10 am – 12pm 
Date: Sunday 18th November  
Location: Services Cotswold Centre, Lypiatt Road, Neston, Corsham SN13 9TU  
Time: 10am – 12pm 
Date: Sunday 16th December  
Location: Services Cotswold Centre, Lypiatt Road, Neston, Corsham SN13 9TU  
Time: 10am – 12pm 
 
We would like to invite Standard Bearers to participate in a Christmas Meal / Social after the 16th December Training 
dependent on interest. If you would to attend please call Cathy on 01380 870735 to enable her to book something if 
enough people would like to go.   

 

 
 

 26th October  County Poppy Appeal Launch – Steam – Swindon  - Start time 11:am  
See Details in County Update Section 
 

 21st October  They Went With Songs –  RBL Salisbury City Band 
Venue: East Knoyle Village Hall, 3pm – Light refreshments available. Tickets – 
 £5 Adults, Under 16’s £2.50 

 

 30th October   Fighting on The Home Front 
Venue East Knoyle Village Hall, 7.00pm Author & Journalist Kate Adie CBE talks on 
the role of women in WW1 and answers questions on her own experiences as a 
television news correspondent. 
Tickets £10 – Bar Available 

 

 2nd & 3rd November Keep The Home Fires Burning 
Entertainers of East Knoyle present an evening of songs, sketches and poetry from 
WW1. Venue: East Knoyle Village Hall at 7.30pm, Tickets: Adults £6. Under 16’s: £3  
 

 8th – 11th November  Salisbury Cathedral Poppy Light Up Days  
See Details in County Update Section 

 

 4th November  WW1 Celebration Concert  - Salisbury  
SB will be requested.  For tickets please call 01722 434434 

 

 9th November   Trowbridge Concert – St James Church Trowbridge  
Please contact Trowbridge Branch Secretary for further details.  
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 9th November  Lydiard Park  - Field of Remembrance Service 
Please see County Update Section for details 

 

 8th – 11th November Salisbury Cathedral  Projection of Falling Poppies – West Front Salisbury Cathedral 
Please see County Update Section for Details 
 

 10th November  Festival of remembrance – Albert Hall  
 

 10th November  Festival of Commemoration – Christ Church – Swindon 
Please contact Isobel Thompson on IThompson@britishlegion.org.uk for tickets. 

 

 11th November  - West Lavington 3pm  - Remembrance Concert at  Dauntsey’s School Memorial Hall 
Please contact Mike Challinor for further details. 

 
 11th November  Village Kitchen & Singalong 

As a finale to ‘East Knoyle Commemorates’, immediately following the 
Remembrance Sunday services villagers are invited to join together for ‘Soup and a 
Singalong’ led by the East Knoyle choir. Venue: East Knoyle Village Hall at 12.15pm.  
Adults £6, Under 16’s £3 

 

Please continue to send me details of any events you would like circulated to Branches or to go onto the 
Events list and I will be happy to circulate on the Newsletter or direct to Branches. 
 
 
Many Thanks 
 

  
 
 Fi Hedges 

Membership Support Officer - Wiltshire 
Mobile: 07768321259 
Email: fhedges@britishlegion.org.uk 
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