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On the Western Front the German Army launched the fifth offensive of Spring/Summer 1918. Once again 
the Marne River was the focus of the offensive but the main intent was to draw allied reserves away from 
Northern France/Belgium. If this could be achieved the German High Command could return to one of 
their main objectives of 1918, which was to force the British Army in Northern France/Belgium  back to the 
coast and capture major rail junctions and the Channel Ports. The major prize being to force Britain to 
seek an armistice.  

However, yet again, good reconnaissance and talkative German prisoners alerted the French Army to the 
offensive and for the German Army the surprise was lost. The offensive gained some headway but was 
met with solid resistance by French, US and British forces which prevented any exploitation of early 
advances. By mid July this fifth offensive stalled.  Here, for the allies a decisive tipping point was reached.  

In their five offensives on the Western Front in 1918 the German Army had suffered 500,000 casualties, 
largely irreplaceable in terms of quality. Meanwhile the French and British, although suffering heavy 
casualties, were at last putting into practice the lessons learned during 1914-1917.  This, together with 
new tactics, new equipment and reinvigorated by the confidence of young, enthusiastic well trained US 
soldiers, who were arriving in France at approx 300,00 troops a month.  The allies counter attack the 
German offensive in what is known as the 2nd Battle of the Marne.  

French and US forces were prominent in the attacks which advanced into both sides of the salient the 
German Army had created in the early days of their own advance. The German Army was forced into an 
urgent withdrawal to straighten their line. The most important outcome was that the German Army 
cancelled the plans for the all important attack on the British Army in Northern France and Belgium.  
A new enemy appeared along the Western Front confronting all armies. The Spanish Influenza.  

The 5th (Cinque Ports) Battalion of the Royal Sussex Regiment spent July seemingly marching from one 
Italian camp to another indertaking work on mined dugouts and artillery emplacements; indeed the war 
diaries note that much of B & C companies' work was hampered by their constant changes of 
accommodation. 

In mid July Czar Nicholas II, the Czarina and all royal children were murdered by the Bolsheviks at 
Ekaterinburg.  

In Mayfield the Parish Council announced that, after considerable delay, the original site selected near 
South St had been taken over for the use as allotments. The plots had been stumped out and numbered , 
and although too late to be of much use for the 1918 season, a good deal could be made for next year's 
crops.  

The War Supply Work Guild was formed in 1915, and since that time the village of Mayfield had supplied 
between six and seven thousand "finished articles and comforts" for the men at the various fronts, which 
had been forwarded to the depot in Lewes. 

Uckfield Rural Tribunal: The K&SC 5/7/18 P6 reported: ‘ A re-examination was ordered in the case of R 
Hall,44, a gardener, cowman and pigman of Mayfield employed by Mr F W Sprott. On a further sitting of 
the tribunal thye case of Mr Hall was adjourned.  
Three months exemption was granted to W Balcolmbe, 45, grocer & draper of Mayfield.’ 

Wounded:  The K&SC 12/7/18 P6 reported: ‘ Private S Hall, son of Mrs Hall, West St is reported 
dangerously wounded in France. Before joining the Army last year he worked for Mr Bassett Gabbitas. 
Mrs Hall has two other sons serving their country.’ 
For the Record: the same newspaper refers to a letter regarding the Mission to Seaman from Able 
Seaman Pennygar of Mayfield. 
Home on Leave. The K&SC 19/7/18 P7 reported: ‘Private W Hope is home on leave from Italy. Privates S 
Richardson and A Pichard have had leave fro France.. 
Special Duty. Private F Foard of the Mayfield Platoon of the 6th Battalion Sussex Volunteers has left for 
two months special military duties. 



Discharged. Owing to failing health Privates T Hemsley, Lewis MG Section, and C Jarvis RAMC have 
received their discharge from the Army. ‘ 

There are no names recorded on the Mayfield or Five Ashes War Memorials for July 1918. 
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