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The German Spring Offensive along the Western Front had advanced many miles at certain sections of 
the front and yet fallen short of any decisive victory.  The Allies, in some places, retreated to secure 
secondary positions, in others, been forced to surrender ground and elsewhere had successfully resisted 
the German Army. The Channel Ports and important railway bridgeheads had been denied to the German 
Army. Also, the recent Allied Command restructure ensured that, in general, reserves were despatched to 
bolster resistance to any serious threat to vital allied positions. The American Army was deployed 
successfully in large units for the first time.  

The continued urgent requirement for men to enlist or serving soldiers to be redeployed to front line 
service  is further evidenced by the advert placed in the K&SC 31/5/18 P6 for “5000 Women Clerks 
required for British Army’.   

The 5th (Cinque Ports) battalion of the Royal Sussex Regiment, in which several Mayfield men served, 
including Jesse Beck below, spent the month of May in Italy.  In the early part of the month they were 
continuing their usual work of making roads and tracks at a camp at Granezza.  The war diaries note that 
the camp was thoroughly cleaned once the snow had melted mid month!  They then marched on to Mare 
and then Costo, where they spent the rest of the month training. 

There are three names recorded on the Mayfield and Five Ashes War Memorials for May 1918. 

Lieutenant Hatton Charles R Conron. Royal Air Force. 
205th Squadron. Hatton Conron was reported as missing in 
action 18th May 1918. He is commemorated on the Arras 
Flying Services Memorial. Pas De Calais.  

Hatton Charles R was born 28 October 1898 at Berkeley 
Lodge,West Hill, Putney to parents Hatton R Conron (born in 
Ireland. Occupation Brewer) and Mildred (nee Maitland-
Addison). The slightly unusual Christian name appears to 
have been a family tradition and successive generations used 
the name of Hatton. His paternal grandfather was associated 
with the Hornchurch Brewery, Hornchurch; the Anchor 
Brewery, Lewisham; and also Groomsbill, Greenwich. In 1901 
the Conron family were living at 18/19, Great Ruttell Street, 
St Giles in The Fields and St George , Bloomsbury, London. 
Hatton C R was the middle child of three children and the 
only son. Nothing is known of the family whereabouts over 
the following ten years and it may well be that at some time 
they returned to Ireland, having strong family connections in 
Douglas. Co. Cork.  

It is known that Hatton C R joined Stonyhurst College, Nr 
Clitheroe, Lancashire in April 1912 and remained at the 
college for 4 years. The photograph is taken from the 
Stonyhurst War Record. 

Image 1, Stonyhurst War Record p.49, available at 
WorldWar1School Archives 

On leaving Stonyhurst Hatton took, and failed, the entrance to Sandhurst, owing, the written source 
claims, to the rather dubious fact that his chest measurement did not meet the required standard. Anxious 
to get into the Army he enlisted with the Artists Rifles Regiment, but by late 1917 keen for front line 



service had applied to join the Royal Flying Corps. His sparse RAF service records reveal that his parents 
lived at Croleslie, Mayfield (no longer a known address) and that over the course of 6 months with the 
RFC he had been commissioned as  Lieutenant.   

In early  April 1918 he was posted to France for a further month of  training with 205th Squadron and 
made his first flight over enemy lines on 5th May 1918.  After participating in several daily bombing raids 
on Chaulnes railway station, on the 15th May during another raid on the same location his  aeroplane 
developed engine trouble. Unable to retain height formation he became separated from the remainder of 
his squadron and was fortunate to be ‘rescued’ and returned to British lines with his Observer wounded 
and his machine crippled. On May 18th, machine repaired, he once more joined an attack against 
Chaulnes. His aircraft again developed engine trouble, losing height; separated from his squadron, he 
was exposed and attacked by multiple enemy aircraft. One of his fellow pilots saw his aircraft burst into 
flames and reported ‘it collapsed and went down like a ball of fire’. He was recorded as ‘missing’ at 
Quesnel and it assumed that he as well as his Observer , was killed. His body was never recovered. 
Lieutenant Conron’s parents both died in Q1 1919, recorded in the Uckfield Register which suggests that 
they were still resident in Mayfield at that time.  

Maurice Edward Grant. Private 1st Battalion Welsh 
Guards. Service No 3814. Maurice died from Lobar 
Pneumonia 18th May 1918 aged 19 and is buried at 
Mont Huon MIlitary Cemetery, Le Treport, France.  

Maurice Grant was born in 1899 at Birch Grove Lodge, 
East Grinstead to parents James (coachman domestic) 
and Annie (nee Cosham). James was born in Devon and 
Annie in Mayfield.  Maurice had 7 siblings and the family 
lived variously at Hanover Square, London; Birch Grove, 
West Hoathly and by 1911 at Twitts Cottage, Five Ashes. 
where James was a Domestic Gardener and Maurice a 
schoolboy.  

Little is known of Maurice's activities/employment in the 
years leading up to his enlistment but the local 
newspaper from 1912 reports that he won 3rd prize in 
the ‘model class’  in the first annual flower show to be 
held at Leeds Mead, Five Ashes.  The fact that his 
younger brother Frank was awarded 2nd prize must 
have generated mixed feelings?  

Image 2 Private Maurice Grant  
Kent & Sussex Courier, 31st May 1918 p.3 

Unfortunately, Maurice’s service records have not survived although it is known that he enlisted in the 
Welsh Guards in March 1917.  Some 12 months later it is probable he was with the 1st Battalion at the 
succesive Battles of St Quentin, Bapaume and the First Battle of Arras. The  Guards Division was 
amongst the British Army troops confronted by overwhelming German forces in late March 1918 and  
suffered from the largest artillery bombardment of WWI; attacks which included poison gas shells. This 
latter point may be telling as Maurice died in hospital 18 May 1918 from Lobar Pneumonia. Most 
pneumonias are caused by bacteria and viruses but can also be caused by inhaling toxic chemicals that 
damage the lung tissue.  



The Kent & Sussex Courier from May 1918 reported: ‘The many friends of Mr and Mrs Grant of Ivy 
Cottage, Wadhurst Hall, will regret to learn that they have received news of the death of their son Private 
M Grant, Welsh Guards, from Lobar Pneumonia. Private Grant was only 19 years old. He joined up in 
March 1917 and went to France February 13th 1918. This is the second son Mr and Mrs Grant have lost 
in France. Another, Percy, was badly wounded and is now on duty in England.’  

Ralph Grant, Private: 9th Battalion RSR, 2 years older than Maurice, was killed in August 1916. (see 
August 1916 Article).  

Percy Grant, Private: Oxford & Bucks Light Infantry/Army Cyclist Corps, four years older than Maurice, 
was given an honourable discharge from the army in September 1918 as the result of disablement and 
received the Silver War Badge. He died in 1920. 

Maurice’s mother Annie died in 1938, as recorded in the Tonbridge Register. His father James, in 1939 
was still living in Wadhurst and working as a jobbing gardener. He lived with his eldest son Laurie and 
some of his grandchildren.  

Jesse Buck.  Private: 1/5 Royal Sussex Regiment.  Service No listed as 2935 and later renumbered T/
240751. Jesse died 25th May 1918 aged 25 from an as yet undiscovered reason. He is buried in 
Staglieno Cemetery, Genoa. Italy. 

Jesse was born 1894 in Rotherfield/Jarvis Brook to parents Herbert (Farmer/Poultry Keeper) who had 
many farming connections in the Rotherfield/Jarvis Brook district, and Alice (nee Hoath).  Successive 
census reports 1891/1901 reveal the family living at Dewlands, Rotherfield and later at Pinehurst Farm, 
Rotherfield. The 1911 census records an address of Pinehurst Cottage, Jarvis Brook (which may/may not 
be the same address as Pinehurst Farm), that Jesse, the eldest son, had 9 siblings and at that time was 
employed by his father as a Poultry Man.  

In December 1914 his father Herbert died whilst Jesse, having probably enlisted as a Reservist on the 
outbreak of war, was serving with G Company RSR (T). His service records have not survived and from 
other sources it appears that  he was wounded in August 1916 and authorised to wear the ‘Wound Stripe’.  

In November 1917 5th Battalion RSR, by this time reorganised as a Pioneer Battalion, deployed to Italy 
where it remained until close to the end of the war when it moved into Austria. The War Diaries of 5/RSR 
have been followed on a monthly basis in these articles, and reveal that in April 1918 the battalion moved 
to hutments west of Granezza and worked on roads and mule tracks to the front line. Work continued in 
this area until the end of April and the WD notes that ‘bad weather hindered work considerably  during the 
whole month.” The first weeks of May were spent continuing the work on roads and mule tracks until 
relieved on 21st May, when the battalion moved to MARE and onwards to COSMO where it rested/ 
trained until the end of the month. The War Diary finishes for May with a note of one casualty throughout 
May. One OR killed.  Jesse died on the 25 May 1918; and in a month when no contact with the enemy is 
recorded it is possible that he died as a result of an accident or that he had contracted a disease, which 
proved fatal, during the period of bad weather the previous month.  

A clue to his death may be contained in the battalion war diaries for March 1918 which state that the 
effective strength of the Battalion was considerably reduced during that month from an epidemic in A 
Company ‘presumed to be caused by bad water. 97 OR having been evacuated during the month.’   

All records researched to date provide Jesse’s home address as Walliss Farm, Mayfield (Bassetts Lane) 
at the time of death although it is unclear if this is accurate. He is also commemorated on the War 
Memorials of Crowborough and Jarvis Brook.  

His mother Alice is recorded in the Uckfield Register as having died in 1938. In the 1939 Register one  
brother is recorded as a Dairy farmer at Wallis Cottage, Rotherfield  and another brother, Gordon, is listed 
as living in Uckfield, occupation Railway Worker.      
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