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CLEVEDON BRANCH
PRESENTATION

On Wednesday 21st February, 2018
Clevedon Branch held a Presentation
for two of their lady members. Maj.
RobertMacDonald -CountyChairman
attended and made the awards.

Mrs Thelma Coles was presented with
Poppy Awards marking outstanding
service totalling 65 years given to
collecting for the Poppy Appeal.

Ms Rita Wicks was presented with
awardsmarking 20 years collecting for
the Poppy Appeal plus a County
Certificate of Appreciation to mark the
outstanding collections made by her
each year, culminating in 2017 with
thepersonal collection total of £3,150.

Well done ladies!

Phyl Blackwell
Secretary

Clevedon Branch

1914/18 COMMEMORATIONS AT RBL FRESHFORD
FreshfordBranchhas heldRemembrance services at the two localWarMemorials
for nearly one hundred years. These Memorials are situated on the Freshford
Tyning and across the County boundary within the village of Limpley Stoke. To
commemorate the names of the fallen inGreatWar of our twoParishes theBranch
decided in 2014 to hold a brief service one hundred years on for each of these
brave men. This we have done and on the 7th May this year the very last service
was held.
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In all the Freshford Branch has held 23 services always timed at 11.00am with the
exception of one early morning on the 1st July 2016 when we, like so many
Branches across the land, blew our whistles to signify the start of the Battle of the
Somme. Our excellent researcher has provided the details from which our
Chairman John Symonds compiled a citation for the soldier concerned. The
Committee together with Branch members have supported these events over the
four years and we have been fortunate to be able to involve family members and
thepresent dayoccupiers of thepropertieswhere thesebravemen lived so longago.

Whilst it has not been possible to obtain any details at all for two of the fallen it
has been discovered there to be a missing name and that soldier’s name has been
added to those now read out on Remembrance Sunday which for the two villages
now stands at 26. There is amongst them just one Sailor a Royal Marine
Infantryman who was lost on board H.M.S.Bulwark. Our fallen Soldiers’ deaths
are recorded across the Western Front, in Palestine, Mesopotamia and India.

TheFreshfordBranch is honoured tohaveRememberedThemonehundredyearson.

Chris Osborne
Freshford Branch
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I thought I would share with you a little gem
that I have just discovered, courtesy of a
Battlefield Guide chum of mine.

During the original pilgrimage in 1928, the
South West British Legion were known as
‘Party D’. This comprised of members from
Cornwall, Devon, Somerset, Wiltshire &
Dorset.

‘Party D’ were billeted in the French town of
St. Omer, and at the end of their very
successful stay, the town mayor presented
the party leader (Mr. Percy Barton) with a
scroll recording that all Pilgrims of ‘D Party’
had been enrolled Honorary Citizens of St.
Omer. That same scroll turned up in an
antique shop inHoniton about 16 years ago,
and my mate bought it. The scroll is dated

7th Aug 1928 and is signed by the mayor.

The scroll is now on display in the Plymouth
Pop In (on loan from my mate). For the last 10
years it has hung on the wall of his French
farmhouse on the Somme! He has also lent me
a copy of the souvenir book ‘The Story of An
Epic Pilgrimage’, inwhich there is a drawingof
the scroll and the story of ‘Party D’ and their
pilgrimage.

Attached are a few photos to illustrate this
remarkable reunion of a scroll from a small
French Town, and our very own West County.
I assume that we are still all honorary citizens
and we can turn up and expect a right Royal
welcome!!

Martin Pelling
Membership Support Officer, Cornwall

THE 1928 PILGRIMAGE TO ST. OMER
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Starting on Thursday 14th June 2018 from St Bees on the
IrishSea inCumbria, Iwill follow thepopular routedevised
by Alfred Wainwright to Robin Hood's Bay in Yorkshire.

The distance is 192 miles and I will be doing it in 14
stages. I am taking five days off in the middle to come
home to wash some clothes and weed the allotment.
The route crosses some of the most extreme
landscapes in England- the Lake District, The
Yorkshire Dales and the North York Moors. It
involves 26,000 feet of ascent (and descent!). I will
be walking alone staying in B&Bs on the way.
Obviously I am paying my own expenses.

I have wanted to take on this challenge for some time
and as my 70th birthday falls a few days after I finish
I felt there was no time like the present.
I have also used the opportunity to fleecemy family and
friends for sponsorship. I am pleased to say I have easily

made my £1000 target to pay for GP 90 and the rest will go to the Poppy Appeal. I
am not seeking any other sponsorship as everyone has their own causes to support.

Peter Hoare, Chairman
Backwell Branch

COAST-TO-COAST FOR GP90
Backwell Branch Chairman Goes for a Walk

In the churchyard of St Mary’s Church Burlescombe, Devon I found the graves of
three soldiers from "A" Company of the 8th Battalion (Home Defence) Somerset
Light Infantry all who died on 14th November 1939. I was intrigued by who they
were, and how they had come to be buried in a small village during the 'Phoney
War', when nothing much was happening.

From the local newspaper reports at the time, I discovered that they were all run
over and killed by a train on the way back to their camp at Werescote late at night,
during the blackout and in terrible weather conditions.

A TRAGIC STORY FROM THE PHONEY WAR

Hopefully by the time that you read this Peter will
have completed his walk - we look forward to hearing
about his adventures in a future newsletter. Ed.
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Further investigationhas ledme to findout that notonlywere these threemenserving
at the start of the Second World War, but they were all veterans of the First World
War, managing to survive that conflict and deserve to be remembered as such.

They were: - Archibald Victor Marsh (aged 42) who between 1916 and 1918 served
with the Canadian Army Medical Corps in France, and was gassed at Vimy Ridge
in April 1917. He was treated for trench nephritis by Col. Thomas McCrae (the older
brother of Lt. Col. JohnMcCraewhowrote 'In Flanders Fields'); Albert Vincent Trigg
(aged 43) who was a Regimental Quartermaster Sergeant, served from 30th
September 1914 to 20th January 1919 with the 6th Battalion Gloucester Regiment
(1914-17) and then the Royal Bucks Hussars (1917-19). He was awarded the Silver
WarBadge; andMartinGerraghty (aged46)who servedwith theCheshireRegiment
from 1915 to 1916, and the 22nd Manchester Regiment from 1916 to 1919.

They were buried with full military honours on Saturday 18th November 1939.
Those in attendance included Major-General Sir Gerald Francis Ellison KCB
KCMG MiD, who represented the British Legion of which all three men were
members.

There is also a memorial in the same churchyard to Percy Grant (aged 27) from
Westleigh, who served in the 1st Devonshire Regiment (which was put up by his
parents as he is buried in the Cabaret Rouge British Cemetery in Souchez, France).
He was taken prisoner at Arras on 23rd April 1917 and died on 16th August 1917.

Kate Hurley
MSO Somerset
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Paint a poppy, make a donation and be part of  
our special WWI 100th Anniversary Exhibition.

As we mark the 100th anniversary of the end of WWI,  
the SAA has partnered with The Royal British Legion to stand 
together to say Thank You to the courageous men and women 
who served and sacrificed for our country. Let’s remember 
them the best way we know how – by painting.

Through the SAA Paint a Poppy Challenge, we hope to gather 
together as many paintings and drawings of poppies as we 
can, and as part of the centenary celebrations, we will be 
holding a special exhibition. 

We hope you’re inspired to take part and raise money for 
this fantastic cause.  We’d love for you to encourage others 
as well – whether it’s your friends, family or fellow art club 
members…all are welcome!

Here’s how you can get involved with our latest challenge: 

Using any medium, create your own poppy picture using  
the enclosed watercolour paper (or any paper of your 
choice, ensuring it’s exactly 125mm x 125mm (4.9” x 4.9”)

Send it to us along with your completed entry form overleaf

If you can, donate to support the vital work of The Royal 
British Legion

  

Show your support  
and get painting!

Paint, Donate, 
Remember.

Poppy

PA I N T I N G  B Y  A L I  H A R G R E AV E S

Paint, Donate, Rem
ember

PA I N T I N G  B Y  S U E  W I L L I A M S

See overleaf for how to take part, and your 
entry form, or for more information visit - 
www.saa.co.uk/poppy

With each entry you send, we would like to  
ask you to make a donation to help fund 
the vital work of The Royal British Legion

Donate at: www.justgiving.com/SAAPaintaPoppy
or call: 0800 980 1123

Closing date30/09/18
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Rules.
1.  The size of entry must be 125mm x 125mm (4.9” x 4.9”)
2.  You must write your name, postcode, painting title and

   medium on the back of each entry.
3.   Each artist must submit one fully completed entry form, shown 

  below, with each submission of entries.
4.   All artwork must be original work of the submitting artist and  

 not breach copyright law (visit www.saa.co.uk/poppy).

5.            Entries will NOT be returned as they will become part of an   
exhibition hosted by the SAA.

6.  All entries must be with the SAA by 30th September 2018.
7.            Making a donation is not obligatory as part of the entry process, 
 but we would encourage participants to donate to The Royal 
 British Legion – go to www.justgiving.com/SAAPaintaPoppy  
  or call 0800 980 1123

SAA Paint a Poppy Challenge E N T RY  F O R M

N A M E

E - M A I L

T E L E P H O N E  N O .

N U M B E R  O F  E N T R I E S

N A M E  O F  A R T C L U B  ( I F  M E M B E R )

S A A  M E M B E R S H I P  N O .  ( I F  M E M B E R )

P O S T  C O D E

P l e a s e  k e e p  m e  u p  t o  d a t e  w i t h  t h e  P o p p y  C h a l l e n g e  p r o g r e s s  a n d  n e w s  o f  t h e  P o p p y  E x h i b i t i o n

P l e a s e  c o m p l e t e  i n  b l o c k  c a p i t a l s

I ’ d  l i k e  t o  r e c e i v e  e x c i t i n g  a r t y  u p d a t e s  a n d  s p e c i a l  o f f e r s  f r o m  t h e  S A A

P l e a s e  r e t u r n  t h i s  f o r m  w i t h 
y o u r  e n t r i e s  t o :

S A A  P a i n t  a  P o p p y 
C h a l l e n g e , S A A ,  P O  B o x  5 0 , 
N e w a r k ,  N o t t s ,  
N G 2 3  5 G Y.

A l l  e n t r i e s  m u s t  h a v e  y o u r 
n a m e ,  p o s t c o d e ,  p a i n t i n g  t i t l e 
a n d  m e d i u m  w r i t t e n  o n  t h e  
b a c k  a n d  b e  w i t h  t h e  S A A  
b y  3 0 t h  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 8

Poppy

   Can I complete more than  
one poppy entry?

Yes, there is no limit to the number you can 
submit and we would encourage you to enter 
as many times as you like.

   Do they have to be on the  
same paper as that supplied?

 No! However, just make sure your entry is 
exactly 125mm x 125mm (4.9”x 4.9”) and 
created on paper or mountboard. 

   Can I download additional entry forms?

 Yes, visit www.saa.co.uk/poppy to download 
more entry forms. You’ll also find lots of 
information here including some inspirational 
videos to get you started!

   Can I use any medium?

 Yes as long as your painting is dry, and its 
surface is protected to prevent damage in 
the post. Pastel works should be ‘fixed’ using 
fixative.

   Do I have to be a member  
of the SAA to take part?

 No, the Paint a Poppy Challenge is open to 
everyone. Please feel free to encourage your 
friends, family and fellow art club members 
alike to take part.

   Will I be able to see the  
exhibition of finished Poppies?

 Yes – we will be holding a series of open days 
and would love as many entrants as possible 
to visit SAA HQ and enjoy the full impact of 
so many Poppies on display. Full details will 
be confirmed soon.

   Do I have to make a donation 
to be able to take part?

 No, the project is open for anyone to take 
part regardless of whether they have made 
a donation. However, we would encourage 
artists to consider making a donation to help 
support veterans and their families through 
the work of The Royal British Legion. 

   Will I hear if my entry  
has arrived safely?

Yes, we’ll make every effort to acknowledge 
receipt of your entry within 28 days.

You can make a donation at  
www.justgiving.com/SAAPaintaPoppy
or call 0800 980 1123 

A D D R E S S

P
A

IN
T

IN
G

 B
Y

 A
LI

S
O

N
 C

 B
O

A
R

D

125 M M (4 . 9 ”)

12
5

M
M

(4
.9

”)

P
A

IN
T

IN
G

 B
Y

 S
H

A
R

O
N

 H
U

R
S

T

Failure to meet the above rules is likely to result in your entry not being exhibited. We reserve the right to refuse entries

FAQs :

Closing date30/09/18

www.saa.co.uk/poppy

“ We all know someone who is or was in the forces -  
for me, every time I see a field of poppies I think of my 
dad. Anything we can do to help our heroes is a 
reason to paint. ”

S H A R O N  H U R S T
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2018 COUNTY STANDARD BEARER'S COMPETITION
This year's competition will take place on Saturday 29th September at Highbridge
Community Hall (TA9 3BP) at 10.00am, doors open at 9.00am.

There are training sessions on the preceding three Saturdays for those wishing to
take part, at the same venue at 2.00pm.

Please sendentries intoCountyOffice before the endofAugust andhopefully, this
year, we will have more than 2 competitors.

Branch Secretaries please ensure your Branch Standard Bearer sees this message.

John Gallop
Senior Standard Bearer, Somerset County

The Silent Soldier heads
home for a well deserved pint
at Whitchurch & Pensford
RBL Club

The memorial to Gerry Journeaux who
died in April 2018 and was Branch
President andpreviouslyBranchChairman

Photos by Bob Sharples, Branch Chairman.

WHITCHURCH &
PENSFORD
MEMORIALS
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2018 - POPPY APPEAL - REGIONAL EVENTS
3rd June – Canonteign Waterfalls 220ft Abseil, Nr Exeter, Devon

8th – 10th June – Three Peaks Challenge

10th June – Hardy Monument 72ft Abseil, Nr Dorchester, Dorset

24th June – It’s A knockout Event, Greville Smyth Park, Bristol

8th July – Dragon Boat Event, Mount Batten Centre, Plymouth

15th – 19th September – Castaway Survival Challenge, Mystery Beach
Location/South Coast

6th October – Bournemouth Marathon Festival, Bournemouth, Dorset

21st October – Great South Run, Portsmouth, Hants

3rd – 10th March 2019 – Arctic Survival Challenge

Skydiving - dates available throughout the year

For more information

Visit/like: https://www.facebook.com/pg/rblevents/events/

We are still receiving a high number (about 60-80 per week) of the old
Membership Application Forms, and due to GDPR (Data Protection) our
payments team are unable to process them.

As such these applications remain incomplete whilst we try to contact each
member to get the missing information (contact preferences) without this we are
unable to process the applications.

Please make sure that all old versions of the Membership Application Form have
been destroyed and only the current version is being used.

Thecurrent version is sizedA4andhas the LiveOn logo in the top right handcorner.

If you need to order the new forms (called MEMAPP/V1-2018 now), please email
PoppyMembership@britishlegion.org.uk stating your Branch name, number and
address. You can order up to 50 forms at one time.

Please do not print copies yourself as printed forms cannot be scanned properly.

The Membership Services Team

NEW MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORMS - A PLEA FROM H.O.
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Holiday Accomodation in Northern France
Historic, former coaching inn, built in 1724, sleeping up to 10 people in 5
bedrooms. Situated near St Omer, France; close to Calais, Dunkirk, Ypres
and the Somme. Ideal for visiting war graves and museums in the region.

The address of the property is:

2, Contour de L'eglise, Volckerinckhove, Nord 59470, France.

Contact: Julian Gough, 12 Nash Close, Heckington, Lincolnshire, NG34 9UP
Tel: 01529 469082.

email: juliangough68@hotmail.com

POPPY APPEAL ORGANISER REQUIRED FOR SEASIDE TOWN
Minehead does not have a Poppy Appeal Organiser at the moment. If

anyone would like to take on this role, or knows someone who would be

interested, please contact Adam Brown (Community Fundraiser for

Somerset) on 07795611494 or
email to ADBrown@britishlegion.org.uk

THANK YOU!!
A big thank you to Beckington Branch for their generous donation of £600
to the County Welfare Fund.

A big thank you to Dundry Branch for donating £250 to each of the
following:- County Welfare Fund, Dunkirk Memorial House, Somerset
Legion House and the Poppy Appeal.

A big thank you to Evercreech Branch for their generous donation of £1000
to the County Welfare Fund.
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COUNTY CASEWORKERS NEEDED
County Welfare Caseworkers urgently needed in the

Mendip and South Somerset council areas. Full training will be provided.
Please call the Contact Centre on 0808 802 8080
and they will send you a full information pack.

If you need any further information what is involved in the role, please
contact Dennis Cruze (CCSC Chairman) at: denniscruze@btinternet.com or

Tel: 01934 823340
Kate Hurley, MSO – Somerset
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RECYCLE YOUR UNUSED STANDARD BEARER EQUIPMENT
Would any Branches having any old unused Standard Bearer equipment please

send it to County Office so that it can be used for training purposes.

SOMERSET COUNTY STANDARD BEARER TRAINING - 2018

Month Day & Date Time Venue

February Saturday 3rd 14:00 - 16:00 Highbridge Community Hall
March Saturday 3rd 14:00 - 16:00 Highbridge Community Hall
April Saturday 14th 14:00 - 16:00 Highbridge Community Hall
May Saturday 26th 14:00 - 16:00 Highbridge Community Hall
June Saturday 9th 14:00 - 16:00 Highbridge Community Hall

September

Saturday 8th 14:00 - 16:00 Highbridge Community Hall
Saturday 15th 14:00 - 16:00 Highbridge Community Hall
Saturday 22nd 14:00 - 16:00 Highbridge Community Hall
Saturday 29th 

Competition Day 09:00 - 13:00 Highbridge Community Hall

October Saturday 20th 14:00 - 16:00 Highbridge Community Hall
December Saturday 15th  14:00 - 16:00 Highbridge Community Hall

Standard Bearers are expected to turn out for training in uniform that complies with 
the Ceremonial Handbook - see ch.6.2 for full details.

SOMERSET COUNTY STANDARD BEARERS EVENTS - 2018
January Saturday 6th County Conference, Writhlington School

February Saturday 24th Regional Competition, Guildhall, Axminster
June Sat/Sun 23rd/24th Armed Forces Day Parades, Weston-super-Mare

July Saturday 7th WW1 Event, Dunkirk Memorial House
September Sunday 2nd Double Hills Parade, Paulton

Holiday Accommodation in Southern Spain
Benalmadena Costa, Malaga

Quiet complex right by the sea
Contact Mr. Nick Greedy on

07958696678
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If your Branch has a new Standard Bearer who can't get to the training sessions
listed above it may be possible to arrange other sessions depending on the date,
time and place - petrol money would be appreciated!
Contact JohnGallopon01934862621 (canter@hotmail.co.uk) todiscusspossibilities.
New Standard Bearers must attend at least three sessions to learn the basic skills
required. Standard Bearers are expected to turn out at events in uniform that
complies with the RBL Ceremonial Handbook – see Ch. 6.2. for full details. They
should also turn out for training dressed accordingly.
All Standard Bearers are eligible to claim mileage expenses (45p per mile) from
their branch for attendance at training sessions, funerals and other events they
attend. A mileage claim form must be completed and submitted to their Branch
Treasurer. This would come under ‘Ceremonial’ in the Branch Accounts.

Kate Hurley MSO

SOMERSET COUNTY STANDARD BEARER TRAINING - 2018
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Standard Bearers are expected to turn out for training in uniform that complies with 
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September Sunday 2nd Double Hills Parade, Paulton



SOMERSET COUNTY & BRISTOL

EVENTS DIARY – 2018

RBL Somerset County & Bristol Newsletter
Material for publication should be sent, by email, to the County Secretary

(KHurley@britishlegion.org.uk) at County Office, to arrive by the 21st of the preceding month.
All articles must be attributable – anonymous articles will not be published.

Please send text as an attached Word document or within the body of the email. Send
images as attached .jpg or .png files. Don't resize them - don't include them within a text file.

County reserves the right to edit, amend, defer or omit articles as necessary.
The current edition of the Newsletter, together with an archive of previous editions,

can be found on-line at:-
www.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/somerset/newsletters/county-newsletter

Saturday 7th July 2018

End of World War One Event at Dunkirk Memorial House 10am – 4pm

Friday 26th October 2018

Bristol Poppy Launch Bristol Cathedral. 5.30 – 7.30 pm

Thursday 1st November 2018

Bristol Poppy Day

Saturday 10th November 2018

The Centenary of the End of WW1 Concert “We Thank You” at Bristol
Cathedral, bringing together a wide variety of musical talent from across
the region, culminating in a performance by the Orchestra and a 120
piece Choir of Karl Jenkins work “The Peacemakers”.
7.00 pm to 10.15 pm


