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BRANCH SECRETARIES:  PLEASE NOTE THAT THE ITEMS IN THIS MONTHLY CIRCULAR 

SHOULD FORM PART OF THE REPORT TO YOUR BRANCH COMMITTEE 

 
A MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR GENERAL 

Dear all, 

One phase of a particularly busy period for many of is coming to a close and things are slowly returning to 
‘normal’.  

This year’s Poppy Appeal and Remembrance period was arguably one of our finest and busiest yet and I 
am writing, both officially as Director General of the Legion, but also as a colleague, to thank you for the 
part you have all played. I fully appreciate that these past few weeks have only been possible due to 
months of hard work, long days and - in many cases - entire evenings and weekends spent planning and 
delivering the many activities across the country. The Legion is a truly special organisation the whole year 
round but this period really brings that into focus. 

This was also our opportunity to demonstrate that the poppy – as well as being a symbol of remembrance 
and hope – helps our armed forces community both past and present. We appeared in the traditional 
media and social media on a daily basis and built our Rethink Remembrance campaign, which gave some 
of our beneficiaries an opportunity to share their stories with the nation, not only older veterans, but also 
those who are still serving and those who have fought in more recent conflicts and their families. I was 
deeply moved, as I’m sure you were, during the Festival of Remembrance by the courage of Molly and 
Heather Stephens talking about their father, Royal Marine Corporal Seth Stephens, who was killed in 
southern Afghanistan in July 2010. 

I thought this year’s Festival of Remembrance was one of the best I have ever seen, properly reflecting 
those lost in service as it should, but also capturing real moments of heroism, celebration and an 
underlying sense of hope. I saw first hand the hard work and hours of preparation that so many put in to 
making it happen.  

Yet again, there has been overwhelming support from across the country with a huge range of activities 
taking place, featuring everything from parachutists (Wiltshire) to puppets (Belfast). Again, we proved that 
being ‘part of a national network’ is not just something we say but part of who we are. We also produced 
the NMA’s spectacular Field of Remembrance and saw Rethink Remembrance broadcast across London via 
specially decorated London buses, the famous hoardings at Piccadilly Circus and even the BT Tower. 

Of course our work does not finish when November ends. As the Poppy Appeal totals are collected and 
counted, our Pop-In centres, Care Homes and all of our services continue to deliver every single day. But 
regardless of whether you are a volunteer, Member or colleague - and whether you work in an office, or 
are delivering directly to our beneficiaries on the front line - I want to say a heartfelt Thank You to 
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everyone for helping make the Legion such a fantastic organisation and such a force for good across our 
country. 

Best wishes 

Charles Byrne 
Director General 

COUNTY CHAIRMAN`S REMARKS 

My favourite line in the Christmas song is “It’s Christmas” therefore A Very Merry Christmas to you all and 
I do hope you all enjoy this special time. 

The Poppy Appeal collections are still being finalised in some places and again many thanks must go to all 
of you and your non-Legion volunteers who have worked hard this year to give the public the opportunity 
to give to our work throughout the County.  Whilst many branches and PAOs have noted some excellent 
collections it will be a few months before we shall know if we are on target to increase last year’s overall 
target.  If you were involved give yourself a pat on the back, if you weren’t this year then do consider what 
you can do next year if you are able. 

The Remembrance events on the 11th and 12th November, nationally and particularly within Kent, were 
well attended and again showed to many that the Legion is still at the forefront of Remembrance and long 
may it remain.  2018 will see a major turnout on Remembrance Sunday and we must ensure that we are 
well organised locally to ensure we do our service for those who did theirs 100 years ago. 

All branches should have completed their AGMs by now.  I would like to thank all of you who have 
continued in office and welcome those who have taken up new positions in the branch as Officers and 
Committee.  To all, can I remind you of the excellent training seminars and courses open to all Branch 
Officers and Committee Members being run by the County and National Training Teams during 2018.  As I 
am about to take up the role of a Branch Chairman in 2018 I shall be availing myself of these because after 
seven years in County roles I need to remind and update myself of requirements at Branch level. 

I am aware that there are a number of branches currently having difficulty in finding the minimum of four 
Officers and three Committee Members to ensure their Branch is compliant with the Rules.  I would 
appeal to all Branch members and remind them that it is their responsibility to work to retain and support 
their local Royal British Legion Branch.  Please urgently consider putting your name forward to help to 
keep your branch going so that we and you can keep the torch of Remembrance and Service to those who 
serve in your location. 

Having completed your AGM please ensure your forms MS1 and MS1B are returned to the MSO at once 
and no later than 31st December 2017 to ensure your branch is compliant for this coming new year. 

Before I stand down as County Chairman in January, I have two major events to complete and I would 
welcome and love to see you all represented at both: 

 The County Carol Service on Saturday 16th December at Capel Morris Hall in the Royal British Legion 
Village Aylesford at 2.30pm 

 The County Conference on Saturday 20th January at Headcorn Village Hall commencing at 1pm.  Our 
guest speaker is Mr Terry Whittles, the National Chairman. 

A reminder of our Social Media Sites:  Please go in and like the pages to extend their circulation 

Royal British Legion Kent County  https://www.facebook.com/KentRBL 

RBL Kent County  https://www.facebook.com/groups/1010182079046030/ 

County Web Page  www.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/kent 

The above Pages are operated by the County Webmaster.  If you have any stories for these please send 
them to kentrblwebmaster@btinternet.com. 

Kent RBL Youth  https://www.facebook.com/Kent-RBL-Youth-254452364606284/ 

Kent RBL Poppy  https://www.facebook.com/britishlegionkent/ 

Richard Cast 
County Chairman 
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DONATIONS TO COUNTY FUNDS 

The following donations have been gratefully received: 

£103.50 In memory of Mr Frank Harris 
£75 Gillingham Inner Wheel Club 
£45 St Mary’s Church, Gravesend 
£200 Bearsted Golf Club 
£50 St Nicholas Church, Sturry 
£500 All Saints Church, Orpington 

 
KENT OFFICE CHRISTMAS CLOSING 

The Kent Office will close from COP 20th December therefore no one will be in the office to answer 
telephones or e-mails or to accept mail after that date until the office re-opens on Tuesday 2nd January 
2018. (Please see following item). 
 
BRANCH AGMs 

Branches must be aware that in accordance with the Membership Handbook 3.1.5 all four branch offices 
must be filled and no officer may fill more than one office; there must be no ‘double hatting’.  The four 
offices are Chairman, Vice Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer.  This means that when it comes to your 
AGMs four officers must be elected and their names and signatures must appear on the MS1. 

Despite this information having been included in previous newsletters and despite it being shown at the 
bottom of page 1 of the MS1 - All of the above Branch Officer positions in Section 1(B) MUST be occupied. 
No one person can hold more than one of the above Branch Officer positions - forms are being received 
showing officers holding more than one office.  Also, there are MS1s showing less than the minimum 
three committee members required in addition to the four officers. 

AGMs were to be held during the period 1st October to 30th November 2016 and Branch Secretaries are 
reminded that MS1s and MS1-Bs must be at County Office by no later than 31st December.  However, 
please see the above notice concerning the office closure.  Please get them in as soon as possible so that 
all the information can be transcribed onto the database before the new year. 
 
ANNUAL COUNTY CONFERENCE 2018 

Next year’s County Conference will take place at Headcorn Village Hall on Saturday 20th January 
commencing at 1 pm.  Branch Secretaries will now have received the papers branches will need.  All 
paperwork concerning Conference has been printed on green paper to make it immediately identifiable.  If 
you wish to send a delegate to County Conference or to Annual Conference in May your audited Branch 
Accounts must have been received at County Office by 30th September and your MS1 must be received 
by 31st December.  Remember, if your Branch Delegate does not attend your voice cannot be heard.  This 
is your chance to put your points of view over for discussion.  To date 21 delegate applications have been 
received. 

The guest speaker will be Mr Terry Whittles, the Legion’s National Chairman.  There will be time for a 
question and answer session and it is hoped that all branches will make an extra effort to attend so that 
they can put their questions to him.  Any questions should be submitted to the MSO in advance, by no 
later than 5th December please, to give him time to obtain answers – he doesn’t know everything. 

BRANCH STANDARDS OVERSEAS 

Authority for taking Branch Standards abroad is given by the County Committee/County Management 
Board whose meetings are held once a month.  Requests therefore need to be submitted to the MSO at 
least a month before departure.   

Branches must be aware that taking a Standard overseas without authority is not permitted.  Neither the 
Standard nor the Standard Bearer would be covered by the Legion’s insurance. 
 
 



STANDARD BEARER TRAINING 

Here are the dates for standard bearer training for 2018: 

28th January, 18th March, 29th April, 3rd June, 15th July (last practice for GP90), 26th August, 30th September 
(SB competition entrants only), 21st October and 2nd December.  The venue will be the Capel Morris 
Community Hall, Aylesford (other venues will be used around the year; standard bearers will be emailed 
change of venue nearer the time).  Reminders will be published in County news. 
 
GP90 - STANDARD BEARERS 

Standard Bearers going to GP90 are required to attend training to ensure they are capable of being on 
duty for the best part of three days.  This is not a County directive but a National one and it is to check 
that you are confident in handling the Standard and are proficient in the drills required.  If you do not 
attend, then you will not be able to carry at GP90 (the County Parade Marshal has the final word). 

There will be a number of training sessions in 2018 and those carrying for GP90 should attend as many as 
is felt necessary by the Parade Marshal.  Full uniform must be worn when directed to do so.  Training 
sessions will be notified in County News plus those branches registered for GP90 will be e-mailed direct. 

All Standard Bearers must sign form MS1B.  This extends to anyone who may carry the Standard during 
the year, especially those attending GP90. 

If you have any queries contact me by email annjaneausten@yahoo.co.uk or 01227 731385. 

Ann Austen 
County Ceremonial Coordinator 

COUNTY CAROL SERVICE 

This year the Christmas Carol Service will be held on Saturday 16th December at 2.30pm in the Capel 
Morris Centre in the Royal British Legion Village ME20 7NX.  We extend an invitation to all branch officers 
and members to come along and join us in celebrating Christmas together.  Afterwards there will be 
refreshments and a raffle and all proceeds will go the County Welfare Fund.  Please arrive at 2.15pm and 
see Dave Harris who will be acting as Parade Marshal for that day. 

It would be very helpful if you would please let us know numbers of people who intend to come by 
emailing Susan Foster at susanfoster61@btinternet.com. 
 
BRANCH MANAGEMENT SEMINARS 

County Training Officer Roy Bingham will be holding a series of one-day seminars in the new year for 
newly appointed Branch Officers and those that have not attended a BM Seminar for 3 years to get an 
update.  Members who have an aspiration to become a Branch Officer or serve as a Committee Member 
will also be welcome to attend.  Maximum of 30 delegates on each day.  The seminars will be held at the 
Capel Morris Centre, Royal British Legion Village ME20 7NX on the following Saturdays: 

3rd February 24th February 
10th March 24th March 
14th April 28th April 

For further information and to book places please contact Roy at roybingham@europe.com or on 01233 
750421. 
 
THANET FESTIVAL OF REMEMBRANCE 

The Thanet Festival of Remembrance on 3rd November was once again a very successful evening.  
Although we were down on both the number of Standards and those attending we still covered our 
expenses and will be making a donation to the Poppy Appeal at our next meeting.  The 2018 Festival will 
be on Friday 2nd November.  I have requested a Military Band and when we get confirmation I will let you 
know.  The reason the date has been changed is we have to have it when a Military Band is most likely to 
be available.  However to keep this event going we really must have more people attending. 
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On behalf of the Festival Committee I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a prosperous and healthy New 
Year. 

Austin Walker MBE 
Festival Director 

COUNTY POPPY LAUNCH 

This year’s Poppy Launch in Kent, organised by CFRs Jane Ayres and Julie Ness, invited local authorities to 
encourage their communities to knit poppies.  On 27th October the ladies toured the county with 
cameras and some of the results are shown below.  Unfortunately, I can only show a few but they and 
others can be seen at https://www.facebook.com/britishlegionkent/.  They show what communities can 
do when inspired to get involved.  Well done to everyone who took part. 
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 Gravesend Tonbridge Sheerness 

     

 Ashford Dover Hawkhurst 

 

Kemsing W.I. 

THE PASSCHENDAELE POPPY TRAIN 

The Standards from Canterbury and Chartham 
Branches, along with a Royal Artillery 
Association Standard, welcomed the 
Passchendaele Poppy Train to Canterbury West 
Station on Saturday 11th November.  A special 
charter train is run by Southeastern Trains each 
year on behalf of the Poppy Appeal. 

 



ASHFORD BRANCH 

November has been a busy and proud month for the Ashford branch.  Like all branches they have been 
preparing for Remembrancetide and we commemorated the opening of our Garden of Remembrance 
with a service and joined by many, both from the young generation as well as the older generation.  

 

Our Standard Bearer, Richard Cousins, took part in the Festival of 
Remembrance at the Royal Albert Hall on the Saturday before being on duty 
on Remembrance Sunday in the town’s Memorial Gardens. 

On a lighter note, the branch joined other teams at the Windmill pub in 
Ashford to take part in the Poppy Pub Quiz.  With heads held high and 
smiling faces we came a respectable last!  But our Chairman, Roy Bingham, 
was delighted to receive a donation of £75 from the night’s event whilst 
jokingly wearing wife Sue’s warm coat. 

 
COWDEN, HARTFIELD & DISTRICT BRANCH 

Branch Chairman, Len Linden OBE, stood down a little 
while before our AGM and at our Branch Remembrance 
Sunday Lunch he was presented with a gift to mark his 
Chairmanship in the form of a sculpture of an RAF Fighter 
Pilot seated in a chair.  Len had served in the RAF in the 
early 50’s as a Meteor pilot. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

STAPLE BRANCH 

Six members travelled to Ypres at the invitation of the Mesh Theatre Company to see their production of 
‘Journey’s End’.  Set in the trenches of the First World War and written by Passchendaele veteran R C 
Sherriff the play was presented in the fabulously appropriate setting of Ypres’ WW1 Ammunition Store.  A 
truly moving production that members were privileged to attend. 

The Branch paraded its Standard and held a short 
service to observe the Silence at the Lost Sons of 
Staple Garden of Remembrance on 11th of the 11th 
at 11 am.  The Garden was created from an old 
council rubbish dump to commemorate the 
centenary of the outbreak of WW1 and is planted 
with nine Silver Birch trees - one for each Lost Son on 
our War Memorial. 

Recently, we 'discovered' another Lost Son who was 
buried in the churchyard.  Sydney Vickers died in 
1949 as a direct result of deprivations suffered at the 

 



hands of the Japanese as a FEPOW in Java.  A Warrant Officer in the RAF, he was awarded the MBE and a 
full military funeral and we feel that he truly deserves to be numbered among our Lost Sons.  A tenth tree 
was planted in his honour on the 11th in the presence of members of his family.  Efforts are underway to 
have his name added to the War Memorial footplate. 

Sidney Vickers was born at the family farm in Summerfield, Staple on 15th 
July 1911.  He attended the Roger Manwood School in Sandwich and joined 
the RAF straight from school when he was 16.  A keen sportsman, he played 
football and cricket but excelled at hockey, playing for the RAF and 
Shropshire.  

He was attached to the Fleet Air Arm for a period in the 1930’s, and served 
on HMS Courageous.  He went to the Far East on HMS Eagle in 1938, and 
was then in Singapore.  As the Japanese army advanced through Malaya, he 
was evacuated, with other RAF personnel to Java and taken prisoner on the 
8th March 1942 when the Japanese invaded Java. 

The plight of prisoners of the Japanese is well documented.  They suffered cruelly from near starvation 
rations, hard labour in the construction of railways, airfields and roads, merciless guards and no 
medicines to fight the tropical diseases their living conditions exposed them to. 

Sidney, like his fellow prisoners, suffered from crippling bouts of Malaria and the effects of Beri Beri in 
camps in both Java and Sumatra before being liberated in October 1945 after the Japanese surrender.  He 
was later to be awarded the MBE by King George V1 for “Devotion to duty while in Japanese hands”. 

From Singapore, waiting for a ship home, he wrote a heartrendingly upbeat letter to his father, making 
light of his condition, mentioning only that he’d ‘Lost a bit of weight and felt a bit tired’!  And he wasn’t 
keen to have any rice pudding ever again! 

At the end of hostilities, Sidney remained in the RAF but his health continued to deteriorate and he died 
in RAF Hospital, Halton on February 23rd 1949 of the creeping paralysis caused by Beri Beri.  He was 37. 

His funeral at Staple St James’ was a major village event.  A full Military Funeral, it was attended by most 
of the village. A large number of friends and colleagues from the RAF attended.  Warrant Officers of 
Bomber Command HQ acted as bearers, with an RAF Guard of Honour from Manston.  Royal Marine 
buglers played the Last Post and Reveille and the Guard of Honour fired a salute at the graveside.  The 
Chaplain-in-Chief RAF in his address said, “Vic was a man of great personal courage and determination.  
He knew he would never recover, but faced it, as he did most things, with a smile and a joke.” 

 
RAMSGATE BRANCH 

Following the Annual Parade for Remembrance 
Ramsgate Branch were pleased to present a 
cheque for £3,000 to the Poppy Appeal at Branch 
Headquarters.  Presentations were also made to 
Parade Commander Michael Todd for 12 years 
service to the Branch and to Standard Bearer Paul 
Manger who had carried the Ramsgate Standard 
at the performance of Remembrance at the 
Albert Hall.  Paul will be carrying the Standard in 
August of next year marching to the Menin Gate 
in Ypres to commemorate the last 100 days of 
WW1 along with thousands of Legion members representing an entire generation that served while 
defending their country. 

 

 

 

 



STAPLEHURST 

Although there is no longer a branch in 
Staplehurst the village still holds a 
Remembrance service and parade.  The 
Union Flag was carried by a Scout with a Cub 
and Brownie escort.  Explorer Scouts, Scouts, 
Cubs, Beavers, Guides and Brownies were on 
Parade.  Staplehurst School provided readers 
for the Names of the Fallen and a Guide read 
the first lesson. Children helped with the 
collection and laid wreaths. We are 
encouraged to include children in 
Remembrance. 
 

YOUNG PEOPLE AND REMEMBRANCE 

During the Poppy Appeal I had a long discussion with a gentleman who was complaining that the young 
people today did not know much, or care, about Remembrance.  During the conversation with the 
gentleman I did try to explain that was not my experience, but he was not convinced.  About the same 
time there was a report in the media that those under 24 did not wear the Poppy. 

I don't know why these views are being expressed since schools, certainly those in 
our area, are one of our biggest supporters and the Sea Cadets, Air Cadets, Scouts, 
Guides and Brownies collect every year for us in the local ASDA store and  are 
represented at our Services (we have five) on Remembrance Day. 

The support from schools come in many forms.  For example Kaitlin, (pictured), a 
young pupil from the Wilmington Grammar School for Girls, made and iced special 
Poppy Cakes to raise money and awareness for the Poppy Appeal.  Kaitlin is clearly a 
talented baker and raised £32 for the appeal.  If nothing else Kaitlin’s efforts answers 
any comments that young people don’t care. 

Harry Chapman 
Secretary, Swanley, Crockenhill and Hextable Branch 

THE MENIN GATE 

On 10th November my son and I went on a day trip to "The World War 1 Battlefields and the Menin 
Gate”.  Being at Essex Farm, the location of an advanced dressing station 
where John McCrea wrote "In Flanders Fields", was very emotional indeed and 
seeing the trenches at Hill 62 and Sanctuary Wood really brings home the 
horrors of war. 

When we remember the suffering of all those past and present service 
personnel we sometimes forget the mental and emotional damage inflicted on 
them.  My late husband fought in the Navy in WW2 in the North Atlantic 
Convoy, possessing the Atlantic Star, Africa Star and France & Germany Clasp 
and the War Medal, but at great cost becoming schizophrenic and an alcoholic. 

Standing at the Menin Gate I thought of him and all the others with great 
sadness but as the band struck up I had a great sense of pride and was 
overwhelmed with emotion.  I do wonder sometimes if man will ever learn to 
survive this life with his fellow man without creating such havoc and terrible 
destruction.  It was a day I will never forget and I will certainly never forget 
them, all those that have served. 

Pat Sullivan 
Minster & Monkton Branch 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Regards to you all 

Tony West 

Membership Support Officer 
Email: twest@britishlegion.org.uk 
 

                                                                                                                                     

 

LEST WE FORGET 
 

Notification has been received that the following members have passed on: 
 

  

 Mr Frederick Whale Canterbury 

 Mr Jack Thomas Cowden, Hartfield & District 

 Mr Trevor Attwood MBE Downs 

 Mr Norman Wallis “ 

 Mr John March Elham Valley 

 Mr Robert Brereton Gravesham & Ebbsfleet 

 Mr Roy Shirley Greenhithe & Swanscombe 

 Mr Desmond Barham Marden 

 Mr John Philpott Minster & Monkton 

 Mrs Lorna Piddock New Romney 

 Rev Paul Cox Smarden 

 Mrs Daphne Whitenstall Sutton Valence 

 Mr Ronald McCormick Tonbridge 

 Mr Bernard Slater West Kingsdown 

 Mr Reginald Tanner Westerham 

                                    Our deepest sympathies go to their families and friends                                       

 

The County Chairman, committee and staff 
would like to wish you all a very happy Christmas 

and a prosperous New Year 
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KENT COUNTY DIARY OF EVENTS 

DECEMBER 2017 

Sat 16th Carol Service - Capel Morris Centre (2.30 pm) 

JANUARY 2018 

Sat 20th County Conference - Headcorn Village Hall (1 pm) 

FEBRUARY 

Sat 3rd Branch Management Seminar - Capel Morris Centre (10 am) 

Sat 24th Branch Management Seminar - Capel Morris Centre (10 am) 

Sun 25th Regional Standard Bearer Competition (tbc)  

MARCH 

Sat 10th Branch Management Seminar - Capel Morris Centre (10 am) 

Sat 24th Branch Management Seminar - Capel Morris Centre (10 am) 

 

APRIL 

Sun 1st - 2nd Medway Steam & Transport Rally - Chatham Historic Dockyard  * 

Sat 14th Branch Management Seminar - Capel Morris Centre (10 am) 

Sat 28th Branch Management Seminar - Capel Morris Centre (10 am) 

MAY 

Sat 19th - 20th Annual Conference - Belfast 

JUNE 

Sun ? County Parade -  

Sat 30th Armed Forces Day - Great Lines, Gillingham  * 

JULY 

Sat 13th - 15th Battles for Victory - Ellington Park, Ramsgate  * 

Tue 24th-28th War & Peace Revival - The Hop Farm, Beltring  * 

AUGUST 

Mon 6th - 10th GP90 Tour - Ypres Salient and The Somme 

Wed 8th GP90 Tour - March to Menin Gate, Ypres 

Sat 18th-19th Headcorn Combined Ops Military Vehicle & Air Show  * 

Sat 25th - 27th Military Odyssey - County Showground, Detling  * 

Thu 30th Pedal to Paris - Greenwich to Dover stage  

SEPTEMBER 

Sat 15th - 16th Salute to the ‘40s - Chatham Historic Dockyard  * 

Sun 23rd Centenary Drumhead Service - County Showground, Detling (3 pm) 

 



OCTOBER 

Sun ? County Standard Bearer Competition - Ditton 

Wed ? Poppy Launch - County Hall, Maidstone 

Sat ? County Poppy Lunch - Brompton Barracks 

NOVEMBER 

Fri 2nd Thanet Festival of Remembrance - Winter Gardens, Margate  

Sat 10th Festival of Remembrance - Royal Albert Hall  

Sun 11th Remembrance Sunday & Armistice Day 

DECEMBER  

Sat ? Carol Service - Capel Morris Centre (2.30 pm) 

JANUARY 2019 

Sat 19th County Conference - Headcorn Village Hall (1 pm) 

 
 

*  County Recruiting Trailer  Updated: 30th November 2017 


