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Over the first week of December 1917 the British offensive at Cambrai was brought to an end with the British 
Army largely back at the line from which they had so successfully started in late November. Strong German 
counterattacks, stretched British lines of supply and lack of readily available reserves effectively ended the 
fighting; both sides having each suffered 40,000 casualties and the British taking 11,000 prisoners and the 
Germans 9,000. For the British the battles of Passchendaele and Cambrai provided a legacy of new 
weapons and tactics which would, in the second half of 1918, in concert with French and American allies, 
allow the long awaited defeat of the German Army. For the Germans, so long on the defensive, troubled by 
civil unrest at home, the imperative was to end the war successfully by sweeping the British into the English 
Channel and then dictating the terms of peace. How they set about this would be revealed in March 1918.  
For the time being General Winter and his forces closed down any large scale offensive action. 

In the Middle East, in Palestine, after a highly effective campaign the British were able to enter Jerusalem 
without a fight as the Turks abandoned the city.  The relief and joy at this hard won success resulted in the 
ringing of church bells throughout Britain. 

In Russia the armistice was followed up by peace talks between the Bolshevik Government and Germany. 
Much to the dismay of the Allies, who recognised that any such peace terms would result in the large scale 
transfer of German troops from the Eastern to the Western Front.  

There were three events which must have raised more than eyebrows amongst the Allies. First it was only in 
December 1917 that the USA declared war on Germany’s chief partner, Austria-Hungary. Secondly, 
prompted by the instability of the Russian Government, Japan seized the opportunity to occupy Vladivostok. 
Thirdly, in Portugal the Government was overthrown in a coup d’état by pro German officers of the army. The 
British Admiralty would have been seriously worried over possible threats to Gibraltar/Malta and Atlantic 
convoys if Portuguese ports were opened for German warships. 

The 5th (Cinque Ports) Battalion of the Royal Sussex Regiment by December had marched through France 
and now found themselves in Northern Italy, in the foothills and mountains around Rubbio.  They spent the 
last three weeks of the year undertaking company training and reconnaissance. 

Nationally much encouragement was provided at national and local level to interest the general public in the 
purchase of War Bonds, either as a one time large investment or on a basis of regular small investments. 
The war had to be paid for one way or another.  

Image 1, crowds applying for War 
Bonds by Trafalgar Square, 5th 
December 1917 



The K&SC published strong support for local investment in these bonds, to the extent that it printed weekly a 
league table of towns, similar in social make up/population to Tunbridge Wells, showing total weekly and 
cumulative sales and how much per head of population was being contributed. Alas, disappointing civic 
pride, Tunbridge Wells wavered between 3rd and 5th position.     

The employment of female workers in agricultural labour was having some success in impressing experts 
and employers alike in how well women responded to the rigours of manual labour and the necessary skills 
of operating farm machinery. Releasing men for military deployment remained a prime objective.  

In Mayfield, heavy snow (6 inches) in mid December caused some disruption to daily routine and resulted in 
few attendances at school for a few days.  

On the 19th December the village witnessed an aeroplane making a hurried descent and landing on the 
slope of the railway cutting at Argos Hill. The machine was badly crippled and the pilot somewhat bruised 
and shaken up. 

At St Dunstans, several beautiful wreaths were placed by relatives and friends at the foot of the Roll of 
Honour which contained the names of 38 local men who had made the 
supreme sacrifice.  

WOUNDED: The K&SC 7/12/17 P7 reported: ‘Mrs Hopper of Love Lane 
terrace has received news from her husband Private T Hopper, West 
Kent Regiment, that he was wounded in the recent advance in Palestine 
and is in hospital at Alexandria. He joined the Army early in the war and 
went to Egypt about eighteen months ago. He is wounded in the left 
hand and right thigh.’ 

Image 2, Private T Hopper 

ON LEAVE: The K&SC 14/12/17 reported: ‘Private C Medhurst of Fletching St, has been home on leave from 
the Front.  
Private Sands, Army Service Corps, has had leave for 14 days. 
Private J Sivyer who is with the Motor Transport of the ASC, has also been home on leave. 

The K&SC 28/12/17 P6 reported. ‘Private T Winter, Army Veterinary Corps, has 14 days leave from France. 

Lt. F Smammell, son of Mrs Scammell of Myrtle Cottage, who is in command of a Canadian Signalling 
Section in France, is home on leave for the first time since receiving his commission.  

Private George Knapp who was wounded in France, and who also had a remarkably quick recovery from 
spotted fever, has been home on leave and is expecting to be sent to Italy..  
Several local men in training in England have had leave for the Christmas holidays.’ 
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