
 

 

MAYFIELD AND THE GREAT WAR - NO. 44 - NOVEMBER 2017 
 
 
Along the Western Front in early November, Canadian troops finally captured the village of Passchendaele 
and brought some finality to the Third Battle of Ypres. A Battle costly in terms of casualties and equipment 
and which was to be seared on the consciousness of generations of the British public. It was followed later in 
the month by a British offensive known as the Battle of Cambrai. An attack on the Hindenburg Line lead by 
nearly 500 Tanks was initially an outstanding success as they penetrated the German front line to depths of 
6/8 miles towards Cambrai. The momentum of this success was slowed and then repulsed as many tanks 
failed with mechanical problems, became bogged down and picked off by close range German artillery. By 
the end of the month German counter attacks regained much of the ground lost in the opening days of the 
battle.  
 
Earlier in the month the American Expeditionary Force suffered their first killed in action casualties, and their 
‘Rainbow Division’, so called as it contained men from every American State, arrived in France. 
 
In Italy the Battle of Caporetto (12th Battle of Isonzo) ended in disaster for the Italian Army as they retreated 
south and west along their front suffering 30000 casualties, approx. 270,000 prisoners and large quantities of 
supplies and other equipment. Pushed back to, and having to fight on Italian soil, appeared to stiffen Italian 
public opinion and resulted in a positive response to a call to arms. Further support for the Italians was 
provided by the swift deployment of several British and French divisions to Italy. The Allies also sought to 
establish a unified command structure by creating a Supreme War Council of leaders from Britain, France, 
Italy and United States.  
 
In Palestine the important breakthrough at Beersheba was followed up with action to remove the Ottoman 
armies in Gaza. The latter, retreating northward along the Mediterranean coast, were harried and defeated 
by British and Commonwealth forces at the Battle of Junction Station, a vital water source for the very 
effective fast-moving cavalry campaign. Turning eastwards the British advanced on Jerusalem. 
 
In East Africa the beleaguered German army was forced, in part, to surrender whilst the survivors retreated 
into Portuguese East Africa where they continued to launch successful guerrilla attacks until the end of the 
war.  
 
Internationally, the Bolshevik revolutionaries in Russia overthrew the Provisional Government and sought 
negotiations with the Germans for an armistice by launching a ‘peace offensive’. Intelligence reports 
indicated that the Bolshevik Government was intent on demobilisation of the army allowing the Germans 
carte blanche.  A note was delivered by Trotsky to all foreign embassies in Petrograd which proposed a 
democratic peace, an immediate truce and the opening of peace negotiations between the Russians and 
Germans. This raised a distinct probability of allowing the Germans to transfer large numbers of men and 
volumes of equipment to the Western Front. 
 
Nationally, Foreign Minister (former Prime Minister) Arthur Balfour sent a letter to the Chairman of the British 
Zionist Association expressing his support for the creation of a Jewish state in Palestine.  
 
Renewed efforts were made at national and local level to encourage the recruitment of women into the 
Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC). The aim was to enlist women for support/administrative tasks in the 
army, releasing men for fighting duties.  
 
In anticipation of an imminent interest payment on War Loans of approx £60 million, the Government issued 
a War Bond paying 5 1/4%.  Much publicity was undertaken to encourage the reinvestment of interest and 
new savings into the bonds to help pay for the huge costs of the war. 
 
Locally, another £25.00 from an ‘Entertainment at the Parish Hall’  was added to the Mayfield Christmas 
Parcel Fund, for local men serving in the armed forces.  As costly postage to over 300 men was anticipated 
a jumble sale was arranged which added a further £36.00 to the funds.  
 
The second year of sending a weekly consignment of fruit/vegetables to the Fleet resulted in a total of 4 
tons:2 cwt: 28 lbs being sent by the Vegetable Production Committee to the Royal Navy.  
 
Uckfield Rural Tribunal. The K&SC 9/11/17 P6 reported: ‘A review was requested in the case of G F 
Gabbitas, Mayfield, an army tutor aged 36. The latter explained the nature and extent of the work he was 
engaged in, and said the training included athletics, a very important factor in connection with the army. If, he 



 

 

said, the Tribunal did not consider his work of national importance he was willing to go, but he would like 
some time in order to settle up his affairs. The exemption certificate was varied to one of 6 months.  
 
E Baitup 23, a cycle agent of Mayfield is a discharged soldier. Having been re-medically examined and being 
dissatisfied with his classification, he asked the Tribunal for leave to go to the Central Medical Board. In reply 
to a question from the Tribunal Panel he said he was deformed about the arms and shoulders, and had been 
advised to be very careful. He admitted having played football recently, but said that had not affected him. 
He was told to apply for examination by the new National Service Medical Board, and then, if he was not 
satisfied, to apply to the Appeal Tribunal to go to the Central Board.’ 
 
The K&SC 30/11/17 P4 reported: ‘G Colvin a porter on the LB & SC Railway at Mayfield asked for exemption 
on the ground that he was practically the sole support of his mother. He said he paid her 15/- per week. Mrs 
Colvin told the Tribunal that in addition she earned 12/- weekly and received her meals occasionally. A 
Tribunal member said, I am told it takes quite 15/- a week to keep a man. With his army allowance and your 
12/- you will be as well off. In answer to a further question Mrs Colvin said one of her sons had been killed 
and two others injured. The application was refused.  
 
The National Service Representative applied for the withdrawal of the certificate of exemption held by F 
King, 34, of Mayfield. The man did not appeal (sic) and his father said he expected him to be there. Mr King 
Snr said his son had been working for him and had been cutting pit props. He also had an entire horse. The 
NS Rep remarked he had known his son to go to Uckfield Market and act as auctioneers porter. The 
application for withdrawal of exemption was allowed. 
 
The NS Rep also asked for a review in the cases of C Leonard, 34, draper and outfitter of Mayfield and J A 
Kemp,39, Grocer , also of Mayfield. Both men had been in the employ of Mr Henry Holder, who it was stated, 
died about 6 months ago. Since then the men had been managing their respective departments. They were 
each subject to three months notice in the case of their leaving. It was decided to vary the exemption 
certificates from conditional to three months in each case.’ 
 
Home on Leave/war news: The K&SC 9 /11/17 P6 reported: ‘Private Jesse Moon, Royal Sussex 
Regiment,; Private H Hart, Middlesex Regiment are home on 10 days leave. Private J Napper ASC, has 14 
days leave.  ‘Private H Barrow, Royal Sussex Regiment, who was a gardener at Knowle before joining up 
and has been at the front for 18 months, is in the Southern General Hospital, Birmingham suffering from 
dysentery and is making good progress. 
 
Sapper George Stace is in hospital at Portsmouth, suffering from shell shock. 
 
The many friends of Private Stephen Godfrey East Kent Buffs, who has been a prisoner of war in Germany 
since October 1914, will be glad to hear that he is working on a farm, where he is being well treated. (see 
below for information of Stephen’s brother John). 
 
The K&SC 23/11/17 P3 reported a photograph and detailed account of the experience of Airman C Sivyer 
RNAS who ditched in the English Channel. (too long to recount here this is an excellent first hand account of 
survival in open water). 
 
Mr R Fenner, son of Mr /Mrs H Fenner, who is a telegraphist on one of HM Battleships has 14 days leave.  
 
Leading Stoker  G Hiscock who was in the Jutland Battle, and in the recent scrap in the Kattegat, is also on 
leave from the North Sea. 
 
Sapper T Foard, Royal Engineers and Private J Saunders, Royal Sussex Regiment, are home on leave from 
France.  
 
The K&SC 30//11/17 P7 reported: ‘Private Jack Hosman wounded a short time ago is now on leave from 
hospital. Private W Hicks, Royal Engineers, has 14 days leave from France. Private H Richardson and 
Private Scammell have also had leave from the front.’ 
 
 
There are four names recorded on the Mayfield & Five Ashes War Memorials for November 1917. 
 
Gunner John Godfrey, 307th Siege Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery, Service No. 124926. John died from 
accidental injuries (probably), in Italy on the 1st November 1917 aged 28 and is buried at Treviso Communal 
Cemetery, San Lazzaro, Treviso.  



 

 

 
John, born1889 in Frittenden, Kent to parents James (Ag Lab) also born in Frittenden and Ann (nee 
Comben) born in Portland. Dorset, was the youngest of at least eight children. By 1901 the family had moved 
to Hawkenbury, Headcorn, Kent, situated approx. 8 miles SE of Maidstone. John at the age of 13 was 
already working as a Domestic Houseboy within the local community. By 1911, with both parents deceased, 
the family had split up and John was living as a lodger with his married sister/brother in law Sarah/William 
Baugh  at Back Lane, Mayfield. An indication of the family togetherness is apparent as John’s elder brother 
Stephen was also lodging at Back Lane. Both brothers are recorded as Farm labourers, Cowmen.  
 
John’s service records are missing but it is known that he enlisted at Folkestone, no date available, giving a 
home address at that time of Acrise, a small hamlet in the Shepway District approx. 6 miles north of 
Folkestone.  
 
John had married Alice Rose Manklow in 1912; she was born in Mayfield and was living in Back Lane in 
1911.  It seems likely that work opportunities had attracted John to the Folkestone area.  The birth of a 
daughter, Alice S M Godfrey, was registered at Uckfield in 1913 and another daughter, Jessamine, 
registered in Elham, Kent in 1916 confirming the family were in the Folkestone area at that time.  
 
John was enlisted into the Royal Garrison Artillery* and eventually posted to the 307 Siege Battery. How he 
arrived in Italy and his whereabouts prior to that date are unknown. It is known that the Italian Army was 
under immense pressure in Autumn 1917 and that British and French forces were transferred to Italy to 
bolster the defensive line. (see earlier introductory comments to this article). The defensive line on the right 
was formed NE of Venice which probably confirms John’s presence in the vicinity of Treviso at the time.  
 
The closeness of the Godfrey family is aptly confirmed by the lovely floral tributes that were laid in 
remembrance of John at the dedication in November 1920 of the Mayfield War Memorial. One unresolved 
point is that it seems the family believed John had died of wounds although this is contradicted by the burial 
records of the CWGC.  
 
At the dedication of the Mayfield War Memorial in November 1920 the K&SC 3/12/20 P9 reported that floral 
tributes were laid in John’s memory, amongst them  ‘In ever loving memory of a dear husband Gunner John 
Godfrey RGA who died of wounds in Italy October 31 1917. From his loving wife and  children.’ 
 
Alice Rose Godfrey never remarried as far as is known and brought up her two daughters in the 
Mayfield/Heathfield area. Both daughters later married remained in the SE area and had children of their 
own. 
 

* The Royal Garrison Artillery developed from fortress based artillery located on the British coast. From 1914 
when the army possessed very little heavy artillery it grew into a very large component of the British forces. 
It was armed with heavy, large calibre guns and howitzers that were positioned some way behind the front 
line and had immense destructive power. 

 
 
Captain Percy Jones DCM VD, 2nd Battalion 13th Duke of Connaught’s Own Lancers. (Watsons Horse). 
Percy Jones was killed in action at Amara, Mesopotamia on the 3rd November 1917 aged 48. He is buried in 
Baghdad (North Gate) War Cemetery. Al-Russafa District of Baghdad. 
  

Percy was born in 1869 at Ratby, Leicestershire to parents Alfred Stowell 
Jones VC (retired Lt Col and Civil Engineer) and Emily (nee Back) . Percy 
was one of six children, the fourth of five sons and one younger sister. His 
father had retired from the army in 1872 and become a very successful 
civil engineer specialising in sewage systems, a line of business that 
flourished in the mid 19C as existing sewers were modernised and large 
scale systems were constructed. From 1871 at Ratby, Market-Bosworth 
the family moved to Wrexham in the 1880’s, to Wallington in Surrey by 
1891 and by 1901 were established at Finchampstead, Berkshire.  
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Percy disappears from the census returns in 1891 and, probably, at that time was in India. In the 1901 
Census he reappears at his parents address, still single and occupation recorded as an Indigo Planter. How 
much time he spent in India as a Planter is unknown but by the end of the decade he was in South Africa   
serving in the Boer War 1900/1901 as a Corporal/Sergeant with the Behar Light Horse.  No service records 
are available (as yet) but brief notes from other sources reveal that he was on the list of the Indian Army 
Reserve of Officers and that he served in South Africa in Lumsden’s Horse, Service No 8. He was Mentioned 
in Despatches By Lord Roberts in 1901 and subsequently awarded the DCM.**  It was recorded in the 
London Gazette 17/9/01 No 27359 Page 6328. His service in South Africa was to result in him, together with 
one other, representing the Behar Light Horse at the coronation of Edward VII in London in 1902. To date no 
record of his enlistment and service in WWI has been discovered apart from the brief details of his death.  
 
He married Olive Mary Clark in1902 at Eastbourne and it appears they spent time in India before returning to 
England, perhaps on the outbreak of war. Mrs Olive Jones was living at Holton, Mayfield at the time of his 
death. His will, as seen in the British India Office Grants of Representation, reveals that there were two 
children, the eldest being named as John Rhys Jones. 
 
One of the interesting facts of this story is the award to father and son of high esteem medals for gallantry.  
 
He is also commemorated on the Finchampstead War Memorial. 
  
**The Distinguished Conduct Medal was awarded for ‘distinguished, gallant and good conduct in the field’  
for all ranks below commissioned officer. It was the second highest award for gallantry after the VC and the 
other ranks equivalent of the DSO for Officers.  
 
 
Richard John Carter, Ordinary Seaman, Merchant Navy.  Richard was aboard the Merchant Navy SS 
Cape Finisterre when it was torpedoed 2 November in the English Channel off the Cornish coast. His body 
was never recovered. He is also commemorated on the Tower Hill War Memorial and the Marden, Kent War 
Memorial.  
 
Richard was born in Mayfield to parents Charles M (Shepherd on Farm in 1901) and Ellen (nee Ashby). The 
birth was registered in the 3rd Q of 1899 although in the 1901 Census his age is given as 4 and birthdate as 
1897. His father Charles had been married and widowed in the 1880s and had subsequently married Ellen in 
1897. Charles was born in Mayfield and from the late 1870s lived at Colkins Mill working on the land as a 
labourer.  
 
This changed for the worse during the first decade of the 20C as by 1911 Charles and Ellen were living at 
the Union Workhouse.  
 
Richard had been taken into care and in 1911 was resident at a South Shields, County Durham Industrial 
School. This School at Mile End Road, South Shields received boys as early as 7 years of age , who were 
later, on reaching the age of 12, transferred to a training ship in preparation for service in both the Royal and 
Merchant Navies.  It is likely that Richard was transferred to ‘The Wellesley’ , formerly HMS Boscawen, an 
old wooden battleship, anchored in The Tyne, for further education/training until ready for adult service. 
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In the autumn of 1917 he was serving in the Merchant Navy on the SS Cape Finisterre a defensively armed 
steamer. The ship had sailed from New York, carrying a cargo of steel billets, in Convoy HN17 on 17th 
October but had fallen behind and was sent into Falmouth. It was then attached to a coal convoy destined for 
Brest and subsequently torpedoed without warning at 15.30hrs  1 mile SSE of the Manacles Buoy.  The ship 
was sunk and Richard, together with 34 other crew members, was killed.  The attacking U Boat was UC17 
captained by Ulrich Pilzecker. This same vessel and captain had attacked and damaged the SS Tuscaroa 
9th September 1917, during which assault  Frederick Smith of Five Ashes was killed (see Article No 42 
September 1917).  
 
 
 
Private Arthur Hicks. 8th Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment), Service No. 60740. He was formerly 
with the Royal West Kent Regiment. Service No 14703. Arthur was killed in action 30th November aged 39 
during the Battle of Cambrai and is commemorated on the Cambrai Memorial, Louverval, North France.  
 
Arthur was born in 1878 in Ticehurst to parents Walter (Miller and Farmer of 45 acres) and Winifred. He was 
the youngest child in a family of 7 children who were all resident at Witherenden Mill, Ticehurst in 1881. 
Within the next decade his father had died and by 1891 the family home was at Station Road, Mayfield  
where Winifred Hicks is recorded as living on her own means and Arthur still a scholar. By 1901 his mother 
Winifred had remarried Charles Miles (Shoemaker) and Arthur was boarding with the Lusted family at 
Woolbridges Farm, Five Ashes, his occupation described as House Painter. By 1911 he was living alone at 
Cross in Hand and remained a House painter possibly working for a family run business; possibly sharing a 



 

 

house with his mother Winifred who was once again widowed and who had occupied a dwelling in Cross in 
Hand with her late husband.   
 
His military service records are missing but he enlisted in the Royal West Kent Regiment at Eastbourne, 
probably conscripted in 1916. Sometime after that he transferred/assigned to the Royal Fusiliers and 
eventually participated in the first mass Tank offensive at Cambrai late November 1917. Details of his death 
are unknown; the most informative reference being the brief account in the K&SC 4/1/18 which reported: 
‘Official news was received on Monday (31st Dec) that Private Arthur Hicks, Royal West Kent Regiment, had 
been missing since November 30th. Private Hicks is the youngest son of Mrs. Miles of West St, Mayfield and 
brother of Mr H Hicks, Builder, of Sycamore Villa. He joined the army with his Group and has been in France 
about fifteen months. His friends are hoping he may be a prisoner in the hands of the Germans.’  
 
At the dedication of the Mayfield War Memorial in November 1920 and reported in the K&SC 3/12/20 P9 a 
floral tribute was laid bearing the words ’In ever loving memory of dear Arthur. From Mrs Hicks and family’. 
 
Also mentioned as a casualty in the local newspapers was Sapper J Fenton of Mayfield. He is not recorded 
on the Mayfield/Five Ashes War Memorials but is recorded on the Tidebrook memorial. A photograph and 
brief note of his death is reported by the K&SC 2/11/17 P3.  
 
 
 
 
All newspaper transcripts reproduced with kind permission of The British Newspaper Archive 
(www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk) 
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