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BRANCH SECRETARIES:  PLEASE NOTE THAT THE ITEMS IN THIS MONTHLY CIRCULAR 

SHOULD FORM PART OF THE REPORT TO YOUR BRANCH COMMITTEE 

 
A MESSAGE FROM THE AREA MANAGER 

December sees my departure from the South East area and a move to Haig House to take up my new 
role of Assistant Director Membership in the New Year.  I just wanted to take this opportunity to 
thank you all for the kindness and support that you have shown me and my team during my time as 
Area Manager.  I have thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to work with so many of you in supporting 
our beneficiaries, whether that be through fundraising, community support or Remembrance; your 
commitment to the organisation is invaluable and I continue to delight in sharing your news and 
achievements with the rest of the organisation. 

But I also want to say a huge thank you for the friendship you have given me over the last four years.  
I will be sad to leave the South East area, but oh so proud of all that we have accomplished together.  
And after all, it’s not Goodbye, it’s Au Revoir… 

Wishing you all a very merry Christmas and a peaceful new year. 

Sandra Fruish 
Area Manager 

COUNTY CHAIRMAN`S REMARKS 

2017 dawned with one of our members being awarded an MBE in the New Year Honours.  The official 
notification reads:  “Austin William Sidney Walker – County Life Vice-President, Kent, The Royal 
British Legion.  For voluntary service to Veterans and their Families”.  A very well deserved and 
welcomed award for all his work with the Legion in Thanet and Kent.  Well Done Aussie. 

As we now look forward to whatever the future will bring in 2017, I know that many of you will 
already be planning the events that you and your branches will be involved in this year, not 
forgetting, I hope, your personal holiday plans.  You know the saying, “All work and no play makes 
Jack and Jill a dull person”.  So let’s plan the holidays first and then we shall all be happy Jacks and 
Jill’s.  You need to take a break even if it’s just a time which you call a break from Legion activities. 

During December your Officers and committee were busy, even after the Carol Service on 9th 
December.  The work still has to go on, preparing for the Annual County Conference and dealing with 
national and general branch matters.  In the week up to Christmas I was out nearly every day 
collecting donated goods from six Slimming World Groups, all operated by Emma Lench.  She and her 
husband are great supporters of the RBL.  The members of these groups had given boxes and items of 
mainly toiletries, hats, scarfs and sweets to go to ex-service Veterans and Families plus serving 
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members.  Although as the Legion we do not normally give out such items, after speaking to Nikki 
Ward, one of the SE Area Case Officers, I was very pleased to go and collect the presents and to help 
her during this month to distribute around the homes and those service people she knows would be 
pleased to receive such a gift.  (Any offers of help would be welcomed)  It is to be noted that each gift 
box, when presented, will clearly show it is a gift from Slimming World Groups at Sittingbourne, 
Allington, Lordswood, Addisham Green and Milton Regis. 

Here are some photos of me collecting the gifts:  

Lordswood  

Addisham Green  

Sittingbourne            

Allington   

 



Finally, it’s always sad to see branches close and the 
County has now lost Southborough & High Brooms 
Branch and Staplehurst sub-Branch, both due to them 
being unable to form a committee.  Thankfully their 
members have all been transferred to other local 
branches.  Alongside is a picture of the Staplehurst 
Standard ready for laying up on Sunday 13th 
November 2016 in All Saints Staplehurst during the 
Remembrance Sunday Service. 

 

Richard Cast 

County Chairman 

DONATIONS TO COUNTY FUNDS 

The following donations have been gratefully received: 

£30 St Nicholas Church, Sturry 
£25 St Martin of Tours Church, Guston 
£200 All Saints Church, Orpington 
£600 Mr J A C Tye, County Handbooks 
£135 In memory of Mr William Griggs 

 
ANNUAL COUNTY CONFERENCE 

County Conference will take place at Headcorn Village Hall, Church Lane, Headcorn TN27 9NR starting 
at 1 pm on Saturday 21st January.  Our guest speaker is David Whimpenny, a trustee and Chairman of 
the Membership Council who will give the Head Office brief.  Only those Branch members in 
possession of delegate tickets will be entitled to act as Branch Delegates and there are 35 delegates 
representing 32 branches.  No tickets will be issued on the day.  Members and guests are more than 
welcome to attend as visitors. 

Standard Bearers:  It would be nice to see as many Standards on parade as possible.  Please let your 
Standard Bearer know about Conference and encourage him or her to attend. 

Raffle Prizes: Would all those members attending please consider donating a prize to the post 
Conference raffle.  Bring any donations with you on the day.  Thank you. 

Steve Woolford 
Conference Secretary 

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS 

Please keep up the good work of checking on members yet to renew.  Currently 1,011 Kent members 
with a renewal date of 1st October 2016, or 12.4%, have not renewed which puts us pretty low in the 
‘league tables’ of renewals. 

The Membership Council have taken a decision not to extend the renewal this year, which means 
that non-payers’ membership will lapse on 31st December.  There is a process that needs to be 
followed before Membership presses the ‘cancel’ button on the database: 

1. Membership will send out communication to branches at the beginning of the year advising them 
that anyone who hasn’t yet paid is not a member anymore and the membership will be cancelled 
on the database towards the end of January 

2. In mid-January Membership will send out lapsing notifications to all members who haven’t paid.  
They then have around 10 days to respond.  If no response is received their membership will be 
cancelled. 

 
 

 

 



BRANCH MS1 RETURNS  

Out of the branches required to submit their MS1 Branch Information Form by 31st December, 
unfortunately 12 failed to make the deadline.  Thank you to all those Secretaries that have worked 
hard to get this important return in on time.  The 12 branches still outstanding are: 

Cranbrook 
Fordcombe 
Greenhithe & Swanscombe 
Headcorn 
Knockholt 
Lamberhurst & Bayham 

Leigh 
Margate 
Minster & Monkton 
Pluckley & Little Chart 
Sandwich 
South Darenth

Of those that have submitted their MS1, 13 Branches are now registered as non-compliant because 
they have either one member holding more than one office or they do not have the minimum of four 
officers and three committee members.  This requirement was indicated on the MS1.   

A further five branches are non-compliant as they omitted a named Welfare Representative.  Under 
GR37 of the Royal Charter branches must have a Welfare Representative and this was highlighted on 
the MS1.  Where this was the case I have had to name the Secretary as the Welfare Rep being the 
point of contact.  Welfare is the number one concern of the Legion at all levels so there must be 
representation at branch level. 

You should be aware that anyone carrying a Branch Standard who has not signed and submitted their 
MS1B Standard Bearer Disclaimer form to this office is not covered by Legion insurance. 

Finally, Secretaries must ensure that they have the new membership numbers for their members.  
Too many now defunct numbers were included on MS1. 
 
MEMBERSHIP HANDBOOK 

A dedicated external web area has been produced to host a digital copy of the handbook, password 
protected to ensure Branches can reach this information securely.  The digital format will ensure that 
all Branches have access to an up-to-date version at all times. 

On the 17th December the Membership Council approved a number of changes to the Membership 
Handbook.  An updated version of the handbook has now been uploaded to the Membership 
Documents Area and a list of tracked changes is available separately. 

Visit the external web area at www.britishlegion.org.uk/membershiphandbook  
Username: memhandbook 
Password: TRBLmem£86 

Available on the same page is the Royal Charter, the Ceremonial Handbook, Complaints Procedure 
and other useful information for branches. 
 
WELFARE REFERRALS 

This is a reminder that all those requesting welfare assistance need to be referred to the Legion’s 
Contact Centre on 0808 802 8080 (calls are free from UK landlines and main mobile networks) or via 
e-mail at info@britishlegion.org.uk or by attending the Pop-In held at County Office each Monday 
and Thursday.  Area and County Offices can no longer accept direct referrals and can only respond to 
requests from those  and until the Contact Centre has been informed first. 

Cases are passed to the Area Office who assign a Case Officer or Caseworker.  Contact is made with 
the caller within two working days or earlier if the call is deemed a ‘crisis’.  Referrals can be made by 
the individual or by another on their behalf such as Branch members and Welfare Representatives. 

Should a member be told that someone from the service community needs assistance the informant 
should be advised to report the matter to the Contact Centre.  If this is not practical then members 
should do so themselves passing on as much information about the case as possible.  Members are 
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reminded that, being representatives of the Royal British Legion, they must remain courteous to 
members of the public at all times. 

As an organisation we rely on our members and volunteers and a positive interaction with the 
general public is vital to our success.  It is imperative that everyone is able to deal appropriately with 
enquiries and requests for assistance from individuals or groups, and all should be reminded of their 
responsibility in promoting the Legion and to be open and responsive to all enquiries made of them.   
 
COUNTY WEBSITE 

Several members have observed that there are some out of date items on the County Website.  
Unfortunately, following the passing of webmaster Barry Larner last year we have so far been unable 
to access the site to update it.  We have a potential new webmaster waiting in the wings to be 
trained and given access. 

Apologies if any wrong information is causing concern or distress but it will be sorted, hopefully 
before too long. 
 
ARMED FORCES COVENANT 

Attached is the Government’s new Armed Forces Covenant in Numbers factsheet, which I hope you 
will find helpful.  The factsheet will be launched alongside the publication of the 2016 Armed Forces 
Covenant Annual Report. 

The Annual Report was laid before Parliament on 15th December, and then made available on the 
MOD website.  An article about the Annual Report – including the Legion’s response to it – has been 
published as a news item on the Legion’s website.  You can view the article here. 
 
GRAVESHAM & EBBSFLEET BRANCH 

In October 2016 Gravesham Council circulated to many organisations an idea to have poppies knitted 
and crocheted into “blankets” and be displayed at the War Memorial in Clarence Place Gravesend in 
time for the Remembrance Parade.  The appeal was for some 7,000 poppies, sufficient to cover a 
large part of the green area surrounding the memorial.  The end result was as shown on the picture 
below taken on the day of Remembrance. 

Some of the local organisations include Girl Guides, Brownies, active retirement organisations, 
Women’s Institute, sewing clubs, volunteers and many others. 

After the Remembrance Day parade and service was finished the blankets were removed and used at 
various locations for display and the second picture shows them attached to the approach to the 
Customer Service department within Gravesend Civic Centre.  It is hoped (I believe) to continue the 
appeal for next year when it is hoped there will be enough blankets to surround the War memorial. 
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CLUBS INFORMATION 

I am pleased to announce that Julian ‘Jules’ Watson has been recruited to take over from John 
Fincham as Regional Clubs Relationship Manager.  He is the first port of call for all club advice, queries 
and problems and can be contacted at jwatson@britishlegion.org.uk.   
 
DYMCHURCH BRANCH 

More than 400 people turned out on a beautiful day in an act of remembrance in Dymchurch. The 
new poppy cross stands as a reminder to us all the debt owed to so many. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FREE CINEMA TICKETS 

If anyone receives the following; 

 Disability Living Allowance (DLA); 

 Attendance Allowance (AA); 

 Blind Persons Registration; 

 Personal Independence Payment (PIP); 

 Armed Forces Independence Payment (AFIP). 

Then they can apply for a “CEA Card” which means that when they go to the cinema the person 
accompanying them can go in free of charge.  The idea is that the free ticket is provided on the 
assumption that the person who accompanies you is able to provide you with appropriate assistance.  
For example, this might include 

 assisting you in moving around the cinema including finding and taking a seat; 

 helping you evacuate the cinema in the event of an emergency; 

 accompanying and/or assisting you in using the cinema’s toilets; 

 assisting you in purchasing refreshments. 

90% of all UK cinemas are participating.  The card costs £6 a year and needs to be applied for either 
online or via post.  Applicants will need to send evidence of allowances they receive.  For more 
information please visit either www.cinemauk.org.uk/key-issues/disability-and-access/cea-card/ or 
https://www.ceacard.co.uk/ 
 
FUNDRAISER - THE GLENN MILLER STORY 

On Sunday 12th February The Astor Big Band and singers plus chorus and dancers from 
the Stagecoach (Folkestone) present big band hits from Glenn Miller, The Andrew Sisters and Frank 
Sinatra at the Leas Cliffe Hall, Folkestone.  This is a matinee performance starting at 2.30 pm.  Music 
will include American Patrol, In the Mood, Moonlight Serenade plus songs, dance and music from 
West End musicals such as Les Miserables, West Side Story, 42nd Street, Chess, Grease and Chicago, 
all in the Miller easy-listening style.  100% of the profits plus a bucket collection will be donated to 
the Poppy Appeal. 

Tickets can be purchased online at www.atgtickets.com/folkestone or from the Box Office on 0844 
871 3015. 
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Kind regards and a very happy and prosperous New Year to you all 

Tony West 

Membership Support Officer 
Email: twest@britishlegion.org.uk 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                    

 

LEST WE FORGET 
 

Notification has been received that the following members have passed on: 
 

  

 Mr John Naish Ashford 

 Mr Ronald Smith Brabourne & Smeeth 

 Mr John Driver Eastry 

 Mr Brandan Maddew Hamstreet & District 

 Mr Harold Vallom Herne Bay 

 Mr Brian Price Leeds, Hollingbourne & District 

 Mr Victor Goad Royal British Legion Village 

 Mr Martin Pring “ 

 Mr Donald Maxted Tonbridge 

 

                                    Our deepest sympathies go to their families and friends                                       
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KENT COUNTY DIARY OF EVENTS - 2017 
 

JANUARY 

Sat 21st County Conference - Headcorn Village Hall (1 pm) 

Sat 28th Branch Management Training - Capel Morris Centre (10 am) 

FEBRUARY 

Sat 4th Branch Management Training - Capel Morris Centre (10 am) 

Sun 12th The Astor Big Band - Leas Cliff, Folkestone (for Poppy Appeal) 

Sat 18th Branch Management Training - Capel Morris Centre (10 am) 

Sun 26th South East Regional Standard Bearer Competition - Cobham, Surrey 

MARCH 

Sat 18th Branch Management Training - Capel Morris Centre (10 am) 

APRIL  

Sun 16th - 17th Medway Steam & Transport Rally - Chatham Historic Dockyard  * 

MAY 

Sun 7th Poppy Walk - Whitstable Castle (10 am) 

Sat 20th - 21st Annual Conference - Southport 

JUNE 

Sun 11th County Parade - Dover (3 pm) 

Sat 9th - 11th Folkestone & Ashford Military Show - Sellindge Show Ground   

Sat 24th Armed Forces Day - Great Lines, Gillingham * 

JULY 

Tue 25th-29th War & Peace Revival - Folkestone Racecourse, Westenhanger * 

AUGUST 

Sat 19th-20th Headcorn Combined Ops Military Vehicle & Air Show * 

Sat 26th - 28th Military Odyssey - County Showground, Detling * 

Thu 31st Pedal to Paris - Greenwich to Dover stage 

SEPTEMBER 

Sat 16th - 17th Salute to the ‘40s - Chatham Historic Dockyard  * 

OCTOBER 

Sun 8th  (tbc) County Standard Bearer Competition - Ditton 

Fri 20th Thanet Festival of Remembrance - Winter Gardens, Margate (7 pm) 

Wed ? Poppy Launch - County Hall, Maidstone 

Sat ? County Poppy Lunch - Brompton Barracks 

 

 



NOVEMBER 

Sat 11th Armistice Day 

Sat 11th Festival of Remembrance - Royal Albert Hall 

Sat 12th Remembrance Sunday 

DECEMBER 

Sat ? Carol Service - Capel Morris Centre (2.30 pm) 

JANUARY 2018 

Sat 20th County Conference - Headcorn Village Hall (1 pm) 

 

 
*  County Recruiting Stall  Updated: 3rd January 2017 
 



 


