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BRANCH SECRETARIES:  PLEASE NOTE THAT THE ITEMS IN THIS MONTHLY CIRCULAR 
SHOULD FORM PART OF THE REPORT TO YOUR BRANCH COMMITTEE 

 
MSO ON LEAVE 

The MSO will be taking leave during the period 16th - 24th June returning to the office on 26th June. 
 
COUNTY CHAIRMAN`S REMARKS 

May has been a busy month for some.  There have been holidays and the sun has tended to stay with 
us most of the time which no doubt has been a joy to those of us who have been busy in the garden. 

I was again invited to a reception at Kent County Council for recipients of the “Legion D’Honneur”.  
Again a wonderful group of one lady and ten gentlemen together with their guests, representatives 
of the County Council and local military commanders.  All were landed at or were involved in landings 
in Normandy.  It is a real joy to meet these people and hear their stories. 

Annual Conference at Southport was held on 20th and 21st May and there was at one time, without 
County Representatives, just over 300 delegates.  National Chairman Terry Whittles welcomed all to 
this his first conference as Chairman and introduced the members of the Board of Trustees.  The 
Director General spoke on the new strategy and introduced the new Directorate Team, all of whom 
were mainly employed this year and who are keen to carry the Legion forward.  He also referred to 
the service history of his own family.  There was a change in guest speakers this year.  Instead of 
senior military figures we heard from young people.  One was involved in the 100 days of the Somme 
services, a young lady born in Canterbury and the daughter of Rod Bedford who has just been elected 
to the Board of Trustees.  The other was the retiring National Youth Standard Bearer, who came from 
Northern Ireland, who talked on why she belonged to the Legion.  These two young ladies being the 
future of this organisation. 

We were given a presentation on the Great Pilgrimage 90.  (My letter on this was sent to Chairman 
and Secretaries on Monday 5th) 

The five Charter Motions and 12 Non-Charter Motions were debated and although I can’t give the full 
details until they are ratified by the Trustees, I can say of the 12 Motions one was withdrawn and two 
were lost. 

On the Sunday afternoon a Service of Dedication was held in the Conference Centre at which a New 
National Standard was dedicated.  A wonderful sight that many of us won’t see again in our lifetimes.  
The Service of Dedication was followed by the parade through the town of Southport. 
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On Saturday 27th I was invited to the New Romney Branch 94th Anniversary Dinner.  Some 63 people 
were present and it was good to see that at the tables were members of the Golf Club, the Bowls 
Club the Scouts and the Town Council.  It shows how well the branch is integrated within the town.  
On the Sunday 28th I attended the 70th Birthday Service at the Smarden Branch.  An excellent 
turnout of the members and I was treated at the end to a wonderful birthday cake made by the 
President’s wife Mrs Cornwall.  It was a very good cake and it was topped with an embossed design of 
the Membership Badge in icing sugar. 

The month was topped on Wednesday 31st by the Meet The Team Day held at Capel Morris Centre.  
My thanks to you all for turning up and taking this opportunity to listen to and speak to the members 
of the Area Team and to understand the Legion’s work from their view point.  Many of you 
mentioned to me what a great day it was and how you had seen and heard something you were not 
aware of.  Perhaps we can get the Area Team to put this in their diary for next year. 

Ending this month on Branch Community Support I am pleased to say 30 of our branches have now 
signed up to supporting the community and also making returns each month.  This is a vital help in 
ensuring that we are recording the help and support we the individual branches and members give to 
the ex-Service in our branch locations. 

Cherrie Harris, as our County BCS Representative, is available to give you assistance and support 
should you have any problem in recording the details on the central database.  Please use her 
services.  I would like to see all our 70 branches sign up to the BCS and at this moment we only need 
6 more of you to go through the halfway mark, so if you haven’t signed up please contact Cherrie 
today.  The title Branch Community Support is longer than that work needed to enter the data 
system.  Cherrie’s contact details are tel. 01797 361807 or email nr.drh1@yahoo.co.uk 

Richard Cast 
County Chairman 

DONATIONS TO COUNTY FUNDS 

The following donations have been gratefully received: 

£1,250 Leeds, Hollingbourne & District Branch 
 
MEET THE TEAM DAY 

The Meet the Team day was a great success with the 67 members from 31 branches who attended 
enjoying talking to and better understanding the roles of the members of staff in the Market Place 
(Great Pilgrimage 90, BCS Representatives, Case Officers, Advice & Information Officers, the MSO, 
Community Fundraisers, Specialist Advisors and RBLI).  There were also a series of presentations 
outlining specific roles and events.  The day presented the perfect opportunity for members to get 
answers to many questions. 
 
BRANCH COMMUNITY SUPPORT 

We are delighted to report that we currently have 30 branches registered for BCS.  Thank you to 
those branches that have already registered, namely: 

Birchington Isle of Oxney Royal British Legion Village 
Brabourne & Smeeth Isle of Sheppey Royal Tunbridge Wells 
Chartham Leeds & Hollingbourne Shoreham 
Cheriton & Morehall Lenham & Harrietsham Sidcup & Footscray 
Dover White Cliffs Maidstone Sittingbourne & Milton Regis 
Downs Margate Smarden 
Elham Valley Minster & Monkton Staple 
Halstead New Romney Sutton Valence 
Hamstreet Orpington West Kingsdown 
Hythe & Saltwood Paddock Wood Whitstable 



Seven branches signed up at the Meet the Team Day event after listening to the presentation by 
Nikki Ward or after speaking to her and Cherrie Harris. 

The question has been asked, “What is Branch Community Support?”.  

 Do you visit individuals in hospital following an operation or episode of ill health, providing an 
opportunity for them to talk and experience companionship? 

 Do you visit individuals in their own homes for a cuppa and chat, preventing isolation and 
loneliness? 

 Do you make telephone calls to check on someone or just to see if they need something, if they do 
not have family close by or they are away? 

 Do you provide bereavement support by sending a ‘Standard Bearer’ to an ex-Service person’s 
funeral? 

 Does your Branch hold coffee mornings, community fun days, BBQ’s or fetes where you promote 
the good work of the Legion? 

All of the above falls under Branch Community Support (BCS) and we know that most of you already 
carry out some fantastic work, but we do not always get to hear about it.  We encourage you to sign 
up for BCS, record what you do and then, together we can raise the Legions profile and help prevent 
social isolation and loneliness. 
 
BRANCH ACCOUNTS 
Please ensure this information is passed to the Branch Treasurer  

This is a reminder that, as you know, the branch accounts need to be submitted soon after 30th June 
2017 and no later than 30th September 2017.  With the branch account form you will need to make 
sure that a copy of the bank statement/s for each branch bank account as at the 30th June 2017 with 
the Authority to Disclose Information form is sent with the accounts.  The accounts forms and 
guidance will be sent to Treasurers in due course.  

As in previous years, the County’s Independent Examiners will be available to audit your accounts and 
the programme giving their availability at County Office will be published in due course.  If you would 
like the IEs or the County Treasurer to audit your accounts, please be aware that the following must 
be presented:  

 All statements for each branch bank account from 1st July 2016 to 30th June 2017 
 Paying in books from 1st July 2016 to 30th June 2017 
 Cheque books from 1st July 2016 to 30th June 2017 
 All receipts from 1st July 2016 to 30th June 2017 
 Branch Fund Initiative (BFI) Statements from 1st July 2016 to 30th June 2017 (If applicable) 
 Branch Minute book 
 Any other financial information for the branch that would be useful when auditing the 

accounts, i.e. further explanations on amounts spent. 

If you have any difficulties please let the MSO know sooner rather than later; we are here to help. 
 
COUNTY PARADE AND SERVICE 

This year the Dover White Cliffs Branch is hosting our County Parade on Sunday 11th June and I 
would like every Branch to make the effort to be represented on this Parade. 

The marching party will form up in Pencester Gardens, Dover CT16 1NS at approximately 2:30pm.  
There follows a short march to St Mary’s Church in Biggin Street and after the inspection of the 
Standards the Service will then commence at 3:00pm lasting for about 45 minutes.  All bar the 
Standard Bearers are requested to be seated by 2:50pm. 

After the service the parade will re-muster and march to Dover Town Hall passing the War Memorial 
where the salute will be taken.   



As we, the Legion, are the guardians of Remembrance we need to remind ourselves and everyone 
else that this year is the 100th Anniversary of one of the most tragic of land battles - the Battle of 
Passchendaele, also called the 3rd Battle of Ypres.  It cost the lives of about a quarter of a million 
men on each side over a period of three months.  Let us remember those who made the ultimate 
sacrifice so that we could live in freedom.  We will be in the public eye so I would hope that the 
branches put on a good show for those that see us.  The Chairman of the Dover White Cliffs Branch 
and I look forward to welcoming you. 

Richard Cast  
County Chairman 

STANDARD BEARERS UNIFORM 

With the County Parade on the horizon (11th June at Dover), perhaps it would be prudent to remind 
Branch Officers and Standard Bearers of the uniform requirements.  It should be remembered that 
these criteria are laid down in the RBL Ceremonial Handbook and really are non-negotiable and not 
something the County is at liberty to vary. 

Male Standard Bearers:  Black or navy blue suit (not blazer and flannels), black or navy blue beret 
with RBL Beret Badge (not regimental/service badge and no flashes or hackles, etc.), Legion tie with 
multi motif (not regimental/service tie), black or navy blue socks, black shoes highly polished, 
Standard Sling with appropriate Sling Plate, brasses polished, white gauntlets. 

Female Standard Bearers:  The same as Male Standard Bearers except skirt or trousers may be worn 
and black tights if wearing skirts. 

The only badges worn on the suit are the RBL Membership Badge and the Veterans Badge if entitled 
on the lapel.  No regimental/service badges on the lapel or on the left breast pocket. 

Official Medals only may be worn on left breast.  Relative’s medals are NOT worn. 

Standard Bearers who do not conform to these requirements will be required to remove any 
unauthorised adornment.  Where this is not possible they will be prohibited from any Parade. 

The relevant section of the Ceremonial Handbook is Section A, Chapter 6, which begins on page 24. 

If anyone has any queries on uniform matters, feel free to contact me to discuss them. 
Geoff Lees 

County Parade Marshal 
geofflees@yahoo.co.uk / 01322 662693 / 07766 111607 

 
GREAT PILGRIMAGE 90 (GP90) 

In August 2018, the Legion’s membership – every county, branch and standard – will be asked to 
assemble for a Remembrance tour of The Somme and the Ypres Salient. 

GP90 - The Biggest Membership Event In Our History 

Great Pilgrimage 90 (GP90) will be a modern recreation of the 1928 pilgrimage.  On 8th August 1928, 
the original pilgrims marched in solemn salute to the Menin Gate in Ypres under the watchful gaze of 
the Prince of Wales, then the Legion’s Patron, to mark the 10th anniversary of the start of the “Last 
100 Days Offensive”, which, later that year, led to the signing of the Armistice.  On 8th August 2018 it 
will be the Legion’s contemporary membership that will proudly carry their Standards along that very 
same route in Ypres.  

How is Participating In GP90 Going To help Your Branch? 

This will be the largest membership event in the history of the Legion and presents a huge 
opportunity for branches to work collaboratively within their local communities; raising the profile of 
the branch, inspiring the commitment of our current membership and encouraging the recruitment 
of others.  



Attendees will take part in a full two-day programme of visits to battlefield memorial sites, trenches, 
cemeteries of The Somme and the Ypres Salient, as well the parade on 8th August to the Menin Gate.  
The tour will be in the comfort of coaches, each accompanied by a battlefield tour guide. 

Register Your Branch 

We are inviting two members from every Legion branch - a wreath layer and a Standard Bearer - to 
take part in GP90.  The cost per branch is £1,000, to cover all transport costs, food, accommodation 
and travel insurance. 

The Legion is hoping that the Standards of all counties and branches will be on display at the Menin 
Gate next year – each representing the history and the contribution of those from their community 
that gave so much in war, and in the years that followed.  Today, as you read this, we are asking each 
Legion member to positively encourage their local branches to commit their participative support for 
this special membership event. 

For more information and to register your branch please visit: www.rbl.org.uk/gp90 (names of 
participants are not required at this stage) 
 
BRANCH SUBSCRIPTION AND JOINING FEES 

The letters to request details of the Branch subscriptions and joining fees (the rates report) has been 
sent to Branch Treasurers or where there is no Treasurer then to the Branch Secretary. 

Please note that once again the following statement has been included: 

‘If we do not hear from your branch, no subscription fees will be collected on your behalf.’ 

There is also a statement that Membership will send an acknowledgement confirming the receipt of a 
branch response within 10 days.  Branches that do not receive the acknowledgement should contact 
Membership as soon as possible. 

The letters have also been sent to the Office 365 (MAP) addresses for Branch Secretaries and 
Treasurers. 
 
CONSOLIDATED PAYMENTS 

Branches will again be able to make consolidated payments for members who pay the branch in cash 
for their membership or renewal.  Please remember that any bulk payments for your members must 
be accompanied by full details of all the members you are paying for, and the payment amount must 
agree with the number of members you are paying for.  Any missing details or discrepancies in the 
payment amounts mean we cannot process the payment until the issues are resolved.  A copy of the 
Consolidated Payment Submission Form has been sent to Branch Secretaries. 
 
FESTIVAL OF REMEMBRANCE - 11TH NOVEMBER 2017 

The Royal British Legion Festival of Remembrance in the Royal Albert Hall will be held on Saturday 
11th November with performances at 2pm and 7pm.  We are still awaiting the issue of the Special 
Circular and further details and the application forms will be forwarded to Secretaries when received. 

Tickets for the afternoon performance for members of the Legion will be available from early July 
either by phone, online, in person or by post.  Any booking code required will be published in the 
Special Circular. 

For tickets to the evening performance members should apply to their Branch Secretary.  No more 
than two tickets per member will be issued on the understanding that they are for the member and a 
close family member or carer. 

Branches can bid for a maximum of four tickets for the evening performance and should complete 
the enclosed application and send with payment for the tickets requested, to the MSO by 14th 



August.  Tickets are £10.00 each and will be sent direct to the member and not to the Branch 
Secretary. 

The County is issued with a limited number of tickets to distribute to its Branches.  If the requests 
exceed the number of tickets available then preference will be given to members who have not 
previously attended.  Unsuccessful applicants will be refunded. 

Due to heightened security measures the Metropolitan Police will need to conduct individual security 
checks on all participants.  Basic personal information will need to be provided in advance for each 
applicant.  Identification will need to be presented on the day and full details will be advised with the 
tickets. 
 
POPPY APPEAL 

Members from the Poppy Appeal recently met with Aldi to discuss arrangements for 2017.  They are 
very proactive and would like to be much more engaged with The RBL.  From this meeting Aldi have 
agreed to count and bank for us during the Poppy Appeal this year so we add another supermarket to 
our list which is great news.  More detail will be forthcoming in their letter of authorisation but the 
they would be grateful if the news could be passed to as many organisers and volunteers as possible 
prior to the letter and update in September. 
 
BRITISH EVACUEES ASSOCIATION (BEA) 

Urgent notice to WW2 evacuees * 

A memorial to all WW2 evacuees, by sculptor Maurice Blik, is to be unveiled at the National Memorial 
Arboretum in Staffordshire on 25th July 2017. 

If enough people are interested, it is hoped that a coach can take evacuees for the day – it will be a 
long day but worthwhile to see evacuees recognised at last?  Arrangements for hiring a coach would 
be organised by the BEA and anyone interest should contact Marian on 01622 880600 as soon as 
possible. 

As yet the BEA have not said if the event will be ticketed but information updates will appear on their 
website at www.evacuees.org.uk.  The main thing is for them to know if there is enough demand for 
a coach. 

* If you are not yourself an evacuee but would like to be there to remember family members who 
were, count yourself in. 
 

SITTINGBOURNE & MILTON REGIS BRANCH 

A large bronze plaque commemorating the 91 employees of the Bowater’s Kemsley Mill who died in 
World War Two, has been given a new home in the parish church of Milton Regis.  Attended by local 
dignitaries and members of The Royal British Legion, Rt Rev Trevor Willmott, the Bishop of Dover, 
installed and blessed the plaque at a service on Wednesday 29 March. 

Previously housed in the former Kemsley Arms pub, it was rescued by the Sittingbourne & Milton 
Regis Branch after the public house was earmarked for development.  Until recently it was 
temporarily housed on public view outside the main Chamber of Swale Borough Council but after a 
two year search, Holy Trinity church in Milton Regis was chosen as a more appropriate, permanent 
home. 

Revd George Rogers, vicar of Holy Trinity said:  "We are very privileged to honour those from Kemsley 
fallen in the Second World War by installing and dedicating the Bowater plaque in their parish 
church.  May their sacrifice for our present be a constant reminder and encouragement to us." 
 
 

 



NEW ROMNEY BRANCH 

The Branch held a Founders Day Dinner on Saturday 27th May to celebrate the 95th birthday of the 
Branch.  Lt Col (Retd) George Harvey OBE, Branch Chair, presided.  The guests of honour were the 
Mayor of New Romney, Cllr Peter Coe and County Chairman, Richard Cast. 

 
George Harvey (Branch Chairman), Richard Cast (County Chairman),  

Richard Graham (County Vice Chairman) and Roy Eade (President New Romney Burma Star Association) 

Sixty eight members and guests sat down at the Littlestone Golf Club for an excellent three course 
meal.  The Guests for the dinner included representatives from The Royal British Legion Kent County, 
New Romney Town Hall, New Romney Burma Star Association, Littlestone Warren Golf Club, New 
Romney Bowls Club and the New Romney Scout Group.   

 
Branch members Cliff & Jude Butler and Bruce & Lynn Barry entertain  

Stefan Gatward (County Treasurer) & his partner Brenda 

At the end of the Dinner the Presiding Member proposed toasts to the Queen and to The Royal 
British Legion.  He took the opportunity during his speech to launch the Branch Lunch Club, which is 
hoped will enhance our links with the local community.  In true Legion fashion the evening was 
completed by holding a raffle! 
 
ROYAL TUNBRIDGE WELLS BRANCH 

On Saturday 13th May, The Orpheus Male Voice Choir held a concert at Trinity Theatre, Tunbridge 
Wells and their Chairman John Cohen OBE, (and Branch Member) asked the Branch if they would like 
to do a Collection at the end, as last year.  This year Jennifer Watts (Sec) and Malcolm Blythman 
(former PAO) collected £198.67 for the Poppy Appeal Collection. 

I quote from their programme:  

They have put on fundraising concerts for Hospice in the Weald, Burrwood Health & Wellbeing, King 
Charles the Martyr Church, St Peter’s Upper Church Pembury and The Salvation Army in Maidstone; 
taken part in the Abbey Funeral’s Memorial Service in Tonbridge, and put on several very enjoyable 
carol-singing sessions, including on the Pantiles in the open.  They will be taking part in the Brighton 
Male Choir Festival in October. 



A highlight in the year for them was undoubtedly their participation in the Royal British Legion’s 
Service of Remembrance in November in the town and they have been invited to take part again this 
year. 

Musically they maintain their enormously rich and varied library of over 550 pieces, and continue to 
add new arrangements which pass the test of popular appeal and suitability for four-part male 
harmonies. 

Their website: www.rtworpheusmvc.org; Twitter: @TWMaleVoiceChr and Facebook: @rtwomvc  
 
HAMSTREET BRANCH 

The Branch Quiz took place on Thursday 18TH May at the Sports Pavillion Bar.  The Quizmaster for 
the night was Andy Othen, who put on a very well thought out and challenging quiz.  There are not 
many Quizmasters who can form the subjects of shopping and history into one very interesting 
round! 

At the end of the night the winners were ‘The 2nd XI’, who were presented with a Luxury Easter Egg 
by the Branch Chair Dennis Seton.  They were closely followed in second by ‘The Dream Team’ and 
then ‘The Buts’ in third.  The picture below shows ‘The 2nd XI’, ‘The Buts’ and ‘The Dream Team’, with 
Dennis Seton (Chair) and Andy Othen (Quizmaster). 

 
 
SWANLEY, CROCKENHILL & HEXTABLE BRANCH 

Through our Branch the Wilmington Day Nursery has supported the Poppy Appeal for some time and 
recently we learned that they had been given a National Award for the "Best Learning Environment".  
This all came about when one of the pupils at the nursery showed an interest in the Red Arrows flying 
display squadron, following a visit to Biggin Hill Air Show with his Grandad and kept talking about it. 

As a result, in September last year they changed their Pre-School room so it had a World War Two 
theme.  They taught the children about the war and had one corner of the room made into an 
Anderson Shelter.  At times they played an air raid siren and taught the children to run to the shelter 
when they heard the siren. 

There was also a Fancy Dress Day and all the children came dressed as evacuees with evacuation tags 
and learned how children had to move out of London into the countryside for safety.  The children 
planted and harvested potatoes and also made an apple crumble, they were taught about rationing 
and Ration Books and were encouraged to make toys out of pieces of old wood. 

The parents of the children were involved by asking them to bring in photographs or letters they may 
have of members of their family or friends who had lived through the war.  All this was put together 
in a large scrap book (photograph below shows staff of the Nursery with the book) which they 
brought along to our  "Poppy Appeal Get Together"  in March when they received a 5 year Certificate 
of Appreciation. 



 
 

Harry Chapman 
Branch Secretary 

 

ARMED FORCES DAY EVENT - For the attention of branches in the Sevenoaks District Council area  

Please find below your invitation from the Chairman of Sevenoaks District Council to attend his event 
to celebrate Armed Forces Day.  This event is open to everyone and maybe of particular interest to 
people from armed forces communities, their family and friends.   

 
If you have any contacts who may like an information stand at this event, they should contact Pat 
Boseley at patbosley13@gmail.com by Friday 9th June. 
 
 
Regards to you all 

Tony West 
Membership Support Officer



                                                                                                                                     
 

LEST WE FORGET 
 

Notification has been received that the following members have passed on: 
 

  

 Mrs Jean Beasley Canterbury 

 Mrs Joy Bridgland “ 

 Mr Peter Jamieson Cowden, Hartfield & District 

 Mrs Annie Smith Elham Valley 

 Mrs Evelyn Blake Halstead 

 Mr Thomas Ash Headcorn 

 Mr Charles Robertson Hythe & Saltwood 

 Mrs Marjorie Ridgers Isle of Sheppey 

 Mr K Smith Maidstone 

 Mr Richard Ewing Shoreham 

 Mr Malcolm White St Margarets at Cliffe 

 Mrs Margaret Wooldridge Swanley, Crockenhill & Hextable 

 Mrs Elizabeth Cave Whitstable 

 

                                    Our deepest sympathies go to their families and friends                                       



KENT COUNTY DIARY OF EVENTS - 2017 

JUNE 

Sun 11th County Parade - Dover (3 pm) 
Sat 9th - 11th Folkestone & Ashford Military Show - Sellindge Show Ground  * 
Fri 16th - 24th MSO on Leave 
Sat 24th Armed Forces Day - Great Lines, Gillingham  * 

JULY 

Sun 2nd Dover White Cliffs Branch Poppy Walk 
Sat 8th - 9th Battles for Victory - Ellington Park, Ramsgate  * 
Tue 25th-29th War & Peace Revival - The Hop Farm, Beltring  * 

AUGUST 

Sat 19th-20th Headcorn Combined Ops Military Vehicle & Air Show  * 
Sat 26th - 28th Military Odyssey - County Showground, Detling  * 
Mon 21st - 3rd MSO on Leave 
Thu 31st Pedal to Paris - Greenwich to Dover stage 

SEPTEMBER 

Sat 16th - 17th Salute to the ‘40s - Chatham Historic Dockyard  * 

OCTOBER 

Sun 8th  County Standard Bearer Competition - Ditton 
Wed 25th Poppy Launch - County Hall, Maidstone 
Sat 28th County Poppy Lunch - Brompton Barracks 

NOVEMBER 

Fri 3rd Thanet Festival of Remembrance - Winter Gardens, Margate 
Fri 10th Dover Festival of Remembrance 
Sat 11th Armistice Day 
Sat 11th Festival of Remembrance - Royal Albert Hall 
Sun 12th Remembrance Sunday 

DECEMBER 

Sat 16th Carol Service - Capel Morris Centre (2.30 pm) 

JANUARY 2018 

Sat 20th County Conference - Headcorn Village Hall (1 pm) 
 

ARMED FORCES DAY EVENTS 

JUNE 

Sat 24th The Great Lines, Gillingham 

  Pencester Gardens, Dover 

 
 
*  County Recruiting Stall Updated: 31st May 2017 



 

 

 


