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On the Western Front the so-called Nivelle offensive along the Chemin des Dames faltered and then failed to
achieve its objective: a breakthrough of the German lines. In heavy fighting, high losses occurred on both 
sides - some 190,000 French casualties as against 160,000 German losses - in a relatively brief period 
April/May 1917. This failure of French arms was one of the major contributory factors in the subsequent 
mutinies amongst the French Army. 

By the middle of May General Nivelle had been sacked as Commander-In-Chief of the French Army and 
replaced by General Petain. He acted swiftly to contain the mutinous Army factions, skillfully addressing 
perceived grievances and essential discipline to restore order and morale to the French Army. The French 
also managed to keep news of the mutinies under sufficient wraps so that the Germans were unaware of the 
matter until its later stages when they were unable to take advantage or exploit the situation.  Adding to 
French woes, their offensive in Macedonia made little progress whilst adding to the dismay of the Army at the
mounting casualty rate.

Meanwhile the British Army continued the Battle of Arras offensive.  The early success in April, having stalled
in the face of stiff German resistance, followed a familiar pattern of developing into a stalemate. 
Nevertheless, offensive action along the British front continued until mid-May in an effort to ease the 
pressure on the French Army.   Again, heavy losses were incurred on both sides; for the British approx 
150,000 casualties; for the Germans approx 100,000. 

Of major significance, General John Pershing arrived in Europe to take command of the American 
Expeditionary Force which was to fight on the Western Front. Time would be required to build up the 
American Army in Europe and Pershing made a successful debut by ensuring his Army would fight as a 
separate force and not be placed under British or French command.

The 5th (Cinque Ports) Battalion of the Royal Sussex Regiment endured 15 days of constant night parties.  D
company, which was the original company of Mayfield and Five Ashes men, marched to Peronne and then 
ultimately as far north as Cambrai Road.  The battalion diaries are unclear about the nature of their work, but
the commanding officer, Lt. Col. Langham noted that by the end of the month, with some men rejoining from 
the railway battalion, the numbers in the battalion were 39 officers and 1040 ordinary rank men.

Nationally, London came under sustained attack from long range German aircraft (Gotha Bombers) operating
from bases in Belgium.  Such raids continued for the next 12 months with varying success as the RFC and 
aircraft defenses around the capital grappled with repulsing both daylight and night time raids. In May 1917, 
an early raid on London failed in its prime objective, but the bombs dropped east of London fell on a 
Canadian military base killing some 100 troops. 

After much debate and argument PM Lloyd George compelled the Royal Navy to introduce the convoy 
system to protect merchant shipping from the increasing threat from German submarines. Rising losses of 
merchant shipping to enemy submarines had the real potential of seriously undermining the British war effort.
Rationing of essential food supplies were already in force throughout Britain. Finally, after considerable 
resistance, the RN embraced the convoy system, with an almost immediate reduction in merchant shipping 
losses, whilst German submarine losses rose.

Locally, Barclays Bank announced that because of further depletion of the bank staff, i.e. conscripted for 
military service, they were obliged to close the Mayfield branch after 30 May, except for Mondays and 
Fridays when opening hours will be 10 AM to 1 PM. 

The Mayfield Horticultural and Rural Sports Association decided once again to abandon the summer show 
and sports but offered 2 shillings per hundred for Queen wasps killed in the parish . Mr W Brown offered an 
additional six pence per hundred for all brought in.

The proving of the will of Mrs. Florence Bell-Irving confirmed her wish to sell Rylestone Cottage, for eventual 
demolition, to allow an open approach to the Church from the High St. The K&SC 11/5/17 P7 reported ‘With 
regard to the proposal to make a new approach to the Church, there has been a very wide spread 
expression of approval and many material promises of help have been received. Three promises of £50.00 
apiece have been received and several smaller amounts. £64.00 has been promised from outside the 
parish. Miss Bell-Irving is having a jumble sale in June and has promised part of the proceeds to the Church 
Improvement Fund’.



The Uckfield Military Tribunal sat again in early May. The K&SC P4 4/5/17 carried the following report: 
‘Three months exemption was agreed to in the case of C R M Pennygar, aged 29, a market gardener of The 
Vale, Mayfield. He is employed by Mr W Brown. 

The adjourned cases of Boaz Eatin and Arnold Eatin, employed by their father Mr E Eatin of Mayfield, again 
came on for hearing. Boaz Eatin is aged 28 and is a Carter, while his brother who is aged 37 is a milkman 
and an engine driver on the farm. Six months exemption was allowed in each case.’ 

Home on Leave: The K&SC 11 May 1917 P7 reported: 
‘Pte Henry Hall, son of Mrs Hall, West St, who has been in hospital at Exeter suffering from wounds received
in France.’ 
The same newspaper 25/5/17 P6 reported. ‘Sgt Palmer of the Sussex territorials has been home on leave 
for 10 days from the Front. He was called up on the outbreak of war and went to France in February 1915.’

War News: The K&SC 18/5/17 P7 reported: 
‘We are sorry to hear that Shoesmith T Barrow RFA has another attack of malaria and is in hospital at 
Aldershot.’
Wounded: ‘Pte George Knapp Sussex Regiment, son of Mr & Mrs T Knapp, Bainden Farm Cotages, writes 
home from hospital in France saying he is wounded in the leg.’
‘Pte W Raymond, Transport Section, who was on a torpedoed ship, and in the water for 3 hours, has now 
been invalided out of the Army after having been in hospital for nearly 6 months.’ 

The K&SC 25 May 1917 P6 reported. ‘Driver W Hook of the Sussex Regiment has now been discharged. He
was accidentally injured at the Front on Easter Monday and has been in hospital ever since, and has 
practically lost the use of his injured arm. 
Mr & Mrs Richardson of North St have received news that their son Pte Jack Richardson has again been 
severely wounded in both legs. Pte Richardson was in the Reserve (Militia) when war broke out and was 
called up and sent to France. He was wounded in the legs with a grenade about 18 months ago and has 
been at the Front about 12 months.’ 

The same newspaper reported two marriages of local serving men, both Officers. ‘ Lt William Densyl Forsyth 
Grant, Army Remount Service BEF son of the late Major John Forsyth Grant married Dorothy Montague. The
local connection here appears to be MR & Mrs Gabbitas, Venells. Mayfield. 
Lt George Cynynghame Tyler, RFA, younger son of the late Mr Joseph Tyler of Fir Toll, Mayfield married 
Frances Hardcastle Wolley-Dod. 

There are two names recorded on the Mayfield and Five Ashes war memorials for May 1917.

George Lusted. Corporal: 1st Battalion Queens Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Service No G/24415. 
George died of wounds on the 11 May 1917 and is buried in the Barlin Communal Cemetery Extension, Pas 
de Calais.France. He was aged 35.

His Army service records have not survived although it is thought that he enlisted at Tonbridge in 1915 and 
arrived in France in January 1917. He married in 1908 to Kate Elizabeth Saunders and had a son, aged 8, 
when George died.

George was born in Brighton in 1882 to parents George/Elizabeth, who were born in Mayfield/Heathfield, and
at which time George Snr is recorded as a Police Officer.  By 1901 George jnr was living with his parents at 
Woolbridges Farm, The Brook, Five Ashes  where George Snr was now a farmer and George Jnr as a 
carpenter/journeyman. By 1911 George Jnr was living with his wife and young child William George at 
Fletching St Mayfield. where his occupation was listed as bricklayer/labourer. 

The K&SC 1/6/17 P7 reported.’ Official news was received on Friday by Mrs Lusted of (Steam) Mill Cottages,
that her husband Private George Lusted, Royal West Kent Regiment, died of wounds at a casualty clearing 
station in France on May 11th. He joined the Army about 18 months ago and went to France early this year. 
He was 35 years of age and previously worked at Fair Meadow.’ 

It has not been possible to date to establish where, or in which action, George was wounded and why official 
news of his death was delayed until late May. 



Unusually, news of the family after 1917 was found. Kate Lusted submitted an In Memoriam announcement 
in the K&SC for some years after the death of George, and later remarried, at St Dunstans on the 22 
December 1923, to a James Buss of Rye. William George (son of George/Kate) married Gladys May 
Akehurst at St Dunstans in March 1932.  A son, Dennis, was born to this marriage in 1936.  Kate Lusted died
1945. 

  
Albert Dawson. Private: 17th Battalion Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment). Service No G/61108. 
Albert was killed in action on the 28 May 1917 and is recorded on the Arras Memorial. Pas de Calais. 
France; one of 35,000 servicemen who died in the Arras sector who have no known grave.  

His Service records have not survived and his connection to Mayfield/Five Ashes is unknown.  Albert was 
born in Lilley, Hertfordshire whilst his wife and five children were all born in Stopsley, Bedfordshire and were 
resident there at the time of his death.  He enlisted at Luton where he seems to have been posted to the QO 
Royal West Surrey Regiment: Service No G/14432.  At a later date it appears he transferred to the Royal 
Fusiliers. Precise details of his death are not known but the 17 Battalion Royal Fusiliers were in action on the
28 May 1917 at the Battle of Arleux where they were heavily involved in the attack on the village of Oppy.
The Luton News and Bedfordshire Chronicle 7/6/17 P7 reported: ‘ Albert Dawson Royal Fusiliers, Marsom 
Place (Stopsley), lost his life and leaves 5 children.’  With this brief mention Albert Dawson disappears from 
the printed record. 

There seems to be some confusion over the inclusion of Albert Dawson in the Mayfield and Five Ashes Roll 
of Honour.  It is possible that he has been confused with Albert Weston, whose name appears on the Roll of 
Honour for Five Ashes, and whose name was included in the 1920 dedication of the Mayfield war memorial.  
Albert Weston died in January 1917.
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