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BRANCH SECRETARIES:  PLEASE NOTE THAT THE ITEMS IN THIS MONTHLY CIRCULAR 

SHOULD FORM PART OF THE REPORT TO YOUR BRANCH COMMITTEE 

 
MSO ON LEAVE 

Please note that the MSO will be on leave from Monday 26th September returning to the office on 
Monday 10th October.  All queries, problems, complaints etc. should be directed to the Contact Centre 
on 0808 802 8080.  Please avoid leaving me phone messages and filling my e-mail inbox as they are 
likely to remain unanswered for some time after I return.  I would be grateful if this could be passed to 
others in the branch likely to contact me, i.e. chairmen, treasurers, membership secretaries etc.  I 
would particularly ask that branch accounts are sent in sooner, where possible, rather than later.  
Thank you. 
 
COUNTY CHAIRMAN`S REMARKS 

I’d like to record the passing of Barry Larner of the Downs Branch who not only ran the County 
Website but was, with his wife Liz, a willing volunteer who spent many hours visiting, phoning and 
transporting those that needed assistance.  Our condolences go to Liz and his family. 

I am told that August was always a quiet month with little happening.  It’s normally a good month to 
get stories in newspapers because they are looking for anything good or bad or even untrue.  Our 
Legion work has continued although many branches do not meet and some won’t be meeting now 
until their AGM. There have been a number of events on the Remembrance side of which Step Short at 
Folkestone was one.  It has been, and still is, a busy month for Branch Treasurers as they chase the 
final bank statements and obtain audits for their accounts which normally also means that they have 
to chase around getting the signatures of their fellow officers.  May I thank them all for their hard 
work and as you will see later in this month’s news many have already completed the task and I 
assume the rest are still in the process.  Please remember the close date of 30th September for getting 
them in.  Submitting them in time does affect future events your branch will want to take part in. 

I personally had the opportunity to go on the National Course for County Recruiting Officers.  I am 
pleased to say I passed it although it opened up to me many items that we in the branches could be 
doing.  The most important is to get ourselves known in our town or village.  “YES of course we are”, 
you will say.  I challenge you to take your badge off and go out in your location and ask some people 
where the British Legion meet and on what days.  If you are part of Club ask club members when the 
Branch Meetings are.  You will be surprised by the lack of results. 

Please use all avenues open to you.  Local free Parish and Town Magazines like the “Net” etc. will be 
pleased to list your details for nothing.  They will also take a short article and this doesn’t just have to 
be at Poppy Time.  Local Parish Notice Boards and also Supermarkets have Community Boards.  Give it 
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a try.  How many new houses have been built locally?  Have you visited them or put a branch leaflet 
through the door welcoming them and inviting them to join or volunteer for the Legion.  I know, I’ve 
been on a course and I’m full of it, but seriously it makes sense to give it a try. 

AGMs are soon to be held and some of you will be standing down after many years’ service.  We thank 
you for giving your time for the Legion and your Branch but have you sought a replacement or are you 
just going to hope someone puts themselves forward.  I am sorry to say that we don’t have a cupboard 
full of potential officers in the County Office BUT we are happy to work with and train anyone who 

steps into your shoes. 

Richard Cast 
County Chairman 

DONATIONS TO COUNTY FUNDS 

The following donations have been gratefully received: 

£5,000 South Darenth & District Branch 
 
MEMBERSHIP HANDBOOK  

I recommend that all committee members at branch and county level acquaint, or re-acquaint, 
themselves with the contents of the Membership Handbook which, along with the Royal Charter, 
governs what we do within the Legion. 

To access both publications:  

 Go to www.britishlegion.org.uk/membershiphandbook 

 User name is memhandbook 

 Password is TRBLmem£86 

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS  

We have become aware that many members are shown on the membership lists as having ‘Gone 
Away’ when in fact they are still resident at the address given.  Could branches please check their lists 
and if they find any member who they know is still at the address shown, please let the MSO know. 

It has been said before but I’m afraid it needs to be said again that when reporting changes to personal 
details, i.e. death, change of name or address, you must supply the membership number.  Also please 
identify yourself when sending an e-mail.  There are too many people named John or Andrew or 
Martin etc. in the County.  Please include your name and branch. 
 
BRANCH ACCOUNTS - END OF YEAR 

Please ensure this information is passed to the Branch Treasurer 

Treasurers are reminded that Branch Accounts were to be closed at 30th June and that a copy of the 
accounts together with supporting Bank Statements plus a letter of ‘Authority to Disclose Information’ 
for each account must be submitted to the County Office by 30th September at the very latest. 

I have to report that, to date, 27 sets of branch accounts have been received at County Office.  They 
are: 

Chartham 
Cheriton & Morehall 
Cowden, Hartfield & District 
Dymchurch & District 
Eastry 
Edenbridge 
Fordcombe 
Greenhithe & Swanscombe 
Halstead 

Herne Bay 
Hythe & Saltwood 
Isle of Sheppey 
Lenham, Harrietsham & District 
Littlebourne & District 
Maidstone 
Margate 
Orpington 
Rochester & Strood 

Royal British Legion Village 
Sandgate 
Sevenoaks 
Shepway & Parkwood 
St Margarets at Cliffe 
Swanley, Crockenhill & Hextable 
Tenterden 
Westerham 
Woodchurch

The remaining 41 have only until the end of September to get theirs in.  If any branch is having 
problems with their accounts please contact the MSO soonest. 

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/membershiphandbook


AUDIT/EXAMINATION OF BRANCH ACCOUNTS  

We have arranged some Branch Audit Days with the Independent Examiners in the RBL Village 
although because of available space, this will have to be on a timed appointment basis only.  If your 
branch can take up this opportunity to get your books audited, there is no cost to you except the 
travel costs by your Treasurer.    There have been two successful audit days and future dates are: 

Monday 5th September  
Monday 12th September 
Thursday 29th September  

All are from 1030 until 1430.  Contact Richard Cast on 01795 474179 or at richardcast@btinternet.com 
to arrange your appointment.  Further information including the location and contact numbers for IEs 
can be found in the July issue of County News.  

Please remember that the IE needs to see your account books, bank statements, cheque books, paying 
in books, expenditure receipts, your Branch minutes for the year and membership records.  
Remember, if you are coming to the Office, you must get all your officers to sign the Branch Accounts 
Form and two of the signatories to sign the Authority to Disclose Information letter.  That way, on 
completing the audit the documents can be copied and the originals left for the MSO. 
 
BRANCH AGMs 

Branches must be aware that in accordance with the Membership Handbook 3.1.5 all four branch 
offices must be filled and no officer may fill more than one office; there must be no ‘double hatting’.  
The four offices are Chairman, Vice Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer.  In addition the offices must 
not be held by close family members (i.e. spouses, partners, children, parents, siblings etc.).  This 
means that when it comes to your AGMs four unrelated officers must be elected and their names and 
signatures must appear on the MS1. 

AGMs are to be held during the period 1st October to 30th November 2016 and MS1s must be 
submitted to the MSO by no later than 31st December. 
 
ANNUAL COUNTY CONFERENCE 2017 

Next year’s County Conference will take place at Headcorn Village Hall on Saturday 21st January 
commencing at 1 pm.  Branch Secretaries will shortly receive the papers branches will need.  All 
paperwork concerning Conference will be printed on green paper to make it immediately identifiable.  
If you wish to send a delegate to County Conference or to Annual Conference in May your audited 
Branch Accounts must have been received at County Office by 30th September and your MS1 must 
be received by 31st December.  Remember, if your Branch Delegate does not attend your voice 
cannot be heard.  This is your chance to put your points of view over for discussion.  Delegate 
applications must be received at County Office by no later than Wednesday 7th December. 

The guest speaker will be Lieutenant Colonel David Whimpenny who is a trustee of the Legion and 
also, probably more importantly for the members and branches, Chairman of the Membership Council.  
There will be time for a question and answer session and it is hoped that all branches will make an 
extra effort to attend so that they can put their questions to him.  Any questions should be submitted 
to the MSO in advance, by no later than 7th December please, to give him time to obtain answers – he 
doesn’t know everything. 
 
COUNTY AWARDS COMMITTEE 

We are fast approaching the time of the County Conference and I ask that if you were presented with 
a Trophy at this year’s Conference in January could you please return it to County by the middle of 
November so we can get them checked out for any repairs and get them cleaned and engraved.  
Thanking you in advance for your cooperation in this matter. 

Aussie Walker 
Awards Committee Chairman 
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STANDARD BEARER COMPETITION 

The annual County Standard Bearer competition is, this year, on 2nd October.  The venue is the TA 
Centre, London Road, Ditton, Aylesford ME20 6DB and the competition starts at 1.00 pm. 

If you would like to take part, please either ring me on 01227 731385 or email me on 
annjaneausten@yahoo.co.uk.  Please let me know by Monday 19th September at the latest. 

There is a training session on the 18th September primarily for the competition however there might 
be some time for one to one for novices. 

Ann Austen 
County Ceremonial Coordinator 

COUNTY PARADE 2017 

The County Committee has agreed that the proposed date for next year’s parade will be 11th June 
2017.  Branches interested in hosting the parade should contact the MSO by 30th September 2016.  
 
WOMEN’S SECTION 

There appears to be a considerable amount of misunderstanding concerning the branches of the 
Women’s Section with so many members convinced that the WS is to close.  Confusion has spread to 
the wider WS membership as inaccurate information that has been passed on through word of mouth, 
social media and the national media.  In fact the WS, being part of the greater organisation, is simply 
to integrate into the Legion proper rather than being an organisation within an organisation.  Its 
welfare, fundraising, membership and administration will be dealt with by the same people that look 
after ours. 

Although the WS will lose its Central Committee, it will become a new District within the Legion and 
the WS branches will be part of that District.  The Women’s Section will continue to do what it has 
always done, Branch Standards can continue to be paraded and the members at grass roots level 
should not be affected at all.  Integration is now due to take place in October 2017 so until then it’s 
very much business as usual. 
 
DYMCHURCH & DISTRICT BRANCH 

On Sunday 7th August Dymchurch Branch, in partnership with The Step Short committee, held a 
parade on the Folkestone Leas Cliff to the Step Short Arch, where a service of memorial and thanks 
was conducted by our Padre Captain Steven Brown.  This an ongoing commitment held on the first 
Sunday of each month at 10:30 am.  After the parade and service, we moved to the Burstin Motel for a 
convivial buffet. 

Thanks to all who took part on the day especially 133 Field Company, 103 Battalion REME (V) from 
Ashford, Damion Collins MP, County Vice Chairman Richard Graham and Ann Berry of Step Short 
together with representatives from KCC, Folkestone Town Council and Shepway District Council. 

 
Picture supplied by John Bailey – Step Short 
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NEW ROMNEY BRANCH 

The Branch was delighted to receive an invitation 
from the Mayor, Councillor Patricia Rolfe, to attend 
the Civic Service on Sunday 17th July.  Prior to moving 
into the Church the Mayor's Chaplain, Reverend Julie 
Coleman, conducted a short dedication service to 
mark the presentation of a beautiful WW1 bench 
from the New Romney Scout Group to the people of 
the town.  The Scout Group worked exceedingly hard 
over a number of events to raise the necessary funds 
to purchase this wonderful bench which has greatly 
enhanced the overall appearance of our town’s 
beautiful “Garden of Remembrance”.  Well done the 
Scout Group and thank you. 

The Civic Service took place in a packed Church, which clearly demonstrates the high esteem in which 
our Mayor is held.  Afterwards everyone was invited to partake in a very nice buffet. 
 
SHOREHAM BRANCH 

On Saturday 30th July a Charity Golf Match was held at The Darenth Valley Golf Course, Shoreham 
which was followed by a party in the evening at The Kings Arms.  A raffle was held with all prizes being 
donated by various businesses.  All proceeds went to the Poppy Appeal and a total of £2,100 was 
raised. 

 
 
SOMME CENTENARY - POPPY MEN 

To mark this centenary of the Battle of the Somme, British sculptor 
Nic Joly is placing 141 golden figures holding poppies on 141 
memorials across the UK and abroad, one for each day that the 
Battle of the Somme was fought.  One has been placed in East Kent 
and one in West Kent.  Please encourage friends and family to visit 
memorials and pay their respects whilst searching for them. 

The 141 Days project is the next step in Nic’s commemorative 
journey following the release of ‘Never Forgotten’ in honour of the 
WWI Centenary in 2014, with over £45,000 having been raised for 
the charity to date, and the artist hopes to raise awareness and 
more funds through this new endeavour.  Please visit his site at 
www.neverforgotten.nicjoly.com 

If you see one please take a photo and share hashtag #141Days and #Somme100  
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SHEPWAY GROUP NEWS 

On Saturday 20th August we held a very successful coffee morning at Age UK in Hythe.  The main 
purpose of this was to provide comradeship to our veterans and serving personnel with the 
opportunity to sit, chat and make new friends in a comfortable and welcoming environment.  Legion 
members from Hythe, Cheriton & Morehall, Elham Valley and New Romney Branches came along, 
together with some local residents with interest and experience of our Armed Forces.  We held a 
raffle, the proceeds of which were split between the Poppy Appeal and Age UK, and Poppy Appeal 
items were also available. 

It was a very pleasant occasion and, as a result of subsequent requests, we will be repeating the event 
on Saturday 3rd September, 10am – 12 noon at Age UK Lyminge and also on Saturday 24th September 
10am-12 noon at Age UK Hythe.  All are welcome. 

      
 
SPEAKERS 

Our MSO Tony West regularly receives requests from a variety of sources for guest speakers to talk 
about the work of the RBL but there is a distinct lack of speakers.  When a request has to be turned 
down because no one is available, it is a wasted opportunity to promote the Legion and all our good 
works.  Therefore, we are appealing to everyone to seriously consider offering your services to 
become a speaker.  The more speakers we have, the less the demands on everyone.  Training is 
available to anyone who is interested, as well as updates to anyone who has trained in the past. 

If you know of anyone who would welcome a guest speaker to come to talk to a local group, we would 
love to hear from them.  As we approach the Poppy Appeal fortnight it is the ideal time to raise the 
awareness of the general public to all the wonderful results of the appeal, results which are often kept 
very quiet.  Similarly, if you have cadets helping you with the Poppy Appeal, it would be good to 
reward them with a thank you evening which could include a guest speaker. 

If you are interested in becoming a speaker or if you know of anyone who would like to hear a 
speaker, please contact Tony West.  Tony has recruited two members of the County Committee, 
Cherrie Harris and Susan Foster, to help to co-ordinate speakers, and they too can be contacted by 
email: Cherrie Harris nr.drh1@yahoo.co.uk and Susan Foster susanfoster61@btinternet.com 

We all look forward to hearing from you! 
 
THANET FESTIVAL OF REMEMBRANCE 

Just a reminder that the Isle of Thanet Festival of Remembrance will take place on Friday 21st October.  
Tickets are still available from the Winter Gardens Booking Office on 01843 29611.  We are still after 
more Standards to attend as, to date, there are 18 Legion Standards which includes the NATIONAL 
STANDARD.  There are in addition 17 Association  and Cadet Standards attending. 

If your Standard is not booked in please contact me on 01843 224805 or austinwalker@live.co.uk and I 
will send your ticket. 
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FUNDRAISING EVENING 

A Poppy Appeal Fundraising Evening is to take place on Sunday 2nd October at the UK Leisure Club, 
Sittingbourne starting at 5 pm.  The evening will consist of: 

Swale Gloves Boxing Demo 
Rich Phillips - Guitar and Singer 
Disco 
A Lindy Hopper Dance Group and Singer 

A Raffle will be held and the organisers welcome any prize donations.  Poppy merchandise will be 
available.  Entry for adults is by a suggested donation of £3 on the door. 
 
FUNDRAISING CONCERT 

The Astor Big Band will be appearing at the Assembly Hall Theatre, Tunbridge Wells on Sunday 11th 
September with the music of Glenn Miller plus the hits of Frank Sinatra, Bing Crosby and the Andrews 
Sisters. In addition there will be music from West End musicals.  Those that enjoyed the band’s shows 
at Folkestone in January and at Margate in June know what a great band this is.  100% of the profits 
plus a bucket collection will be donated to the Poppy Appeal. 

Tickets can be purchased online at www.assemblyhalltheatre.co.uk or by phoning 01892 
530613/532072. 
 

AGED VETERANS ACTIVITIES 

RBLI is working in partnership with others to deliver monthly events across Kent aimed at improving 
the health and wellbeing of older military veterans. 

If you are a veteran aged 65 or over come along and meet other veterans, share your stories and 
experiences and make new friends.  Take the opportunity to have health MOTs and try out new sports.  
Get involved in a drama performance led by professionals from Maidstone’s Hazlitt Theatre and talk to 
the many local community organisations present.  Have a fun day and benefit from everything on 
offer.   

Over the life time of the project it’s hoped to make a significant difference to the lives of older military 
veterans living in Kent and to be able to make the case for more funding, support and programmes to 
help them in their older years. 

You are invited to the Health and Wellbeing days as shown below.  All events will run from 10:30 am - 
3:00 pm. 

Thu 15 Sep -  Cyclopark, Wrotham Road, Gravesend DA11 7NP 
Wed 26 Oct -  Chamberlain Manor Care Home, Simone Weil Avenue, Ashford TN24 8BF 
Sat 19 Nov -  Dreamland, Marine Terrace, Margate CT9 1XJ 
Fri 9 Dec -  Tonbridge School Sports Centre, London Road, Tonbridge TN10 3AD 
Sat 28 Jan -  Age UK Centre, 16 Reculver Road, Herne Bay CT6 6LE 
Fri 17 Feb -  Folkestone Sports Centre, Radnor Park Avenue, Folkestone CT19 5HX 

For more information please contact Michael Bishop at michael.bishop@rbli.co.uk or on 07827 
943609. 
 

 
Regards to you all 

Tony West 

Membership Support Officer 
Email: twest@britishlegion.org.uk 
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LEST WE FORGET 
 

Notification has been received that the following members have passed on: 
 

  

 Mr David Evans Canterbury 

 Mr Barry Larner Downs - County Webmaster 

 Mr Eric Doy Elham Valley 

 Mr Rex Paine Goudhurst 

 Mrs Norma Baldwin Halstead 

 Mr Bernard Davies Hythe & Saltwood 

 Mr Brendan Madden “ 

 Mr Robert Halmshaw Isle of Oxney 

 Mr John Russell Lamberhurst & Bayham 

 Mr Graham Fuller Leigh & District 

 Mr Gerald Hills Maidstone 

 Mr William Harris Orpington 

 Mrs Helen Dodd Rochester & Strood 

 Mr Derek Hill Royal British Legion Village 

 Mr Reginald Phillips Sandwich 

 Mr Derek Goreham Shoreham 

 Mrs Mary Mullins Sittingbourne & Milton Regis 

 Mrs April Glaze South Darenth 

 Mr John Hilton St Margarets at Cliffe 

 Mr Leonard Mann Swanley, Crockenhill & Hextable 

 Mr Peter Underwood “ 

 Mr Sidney Gillard Woodchurch 

                                    Our deepest sympathies go to their families and friends                                       

 



 

Birchington Branch 

Royal British Legion 
 
 
 
 
 

Indoor Boot Fair 
 

Saturday 10th September 2016 
 

at 

Church House, Kent Gardens 
Birchington 

 

between 
 

9:00 am  and  12:00 noon 
 

Entry by donation 

---o0o--- 

Everybody welcome 

---o0o--- 

Light refreshments available 

---o0o--- 

RBL Raffle, Bric-a-brac, Tombola 

Various other stalls 

 

 



 
 

 

together with 
 
 

are inviting all 
 

 HM FORCES, VETERANS 
AND FAMILIES 

to a 

COFFEE MORNING 
on 

SATURDAY 24TH SEPTEMBER 
10.00AM – 12 NOON 

at 

AGE UK, STADE STREET, HYTHE 
 

Come along and meet fellow veterans for 
comradeship in a comfortable and friendly 

environment. 
 

Refreshments from 40p

 

 



Updated: 8th August 2016 

 
KENT COUNTY DIARY OF EVENTS - 2016 

SEPTEMBER 

Sat 3rd WS County Conference - Headcorn (11 am)  

Sat 17th - 18th Salute to the ‘40s - Chatham Historic Dockyard * 

Sun 18th Standard Bearer Training - Capel Morris Community Hall (10 am) 

Sat 24th County Youth Poppy Walk - Dymchurch   Cancelled 

Mon 24th - 9th October MSO on Leave 

OCTOBER 

Sun 2nd County Standard Bearer Competition - Ditton (1 pm)  

Fri 21st Thanet Festival of Remembrance - Winter Gardens, Margate (7 pm) 

Wed 26th Civic Poppy Launch - County Hall, Maidstone 

Sat 29th County Poppy Lunch - Brompton Barracks 

Sat 29th Public Poppy Launch - Bluewater (note change of date) 

NOVEMBER 

Fri 11th Armistice Day 

Fri 11th Remembrance Concert - Dover Town Hall 

Sat 12th Festival of Remembrance - Royal Albert Hall 

Sat 13th Remembrance Sunday 

DECEMBER 

Sat 10th Carol Service - Capel Morris Centre (2.30 pm) 

JANUARY 2017 

Sat 21st County Conference - Headcorn Village Hall (1 pm) 

 

 
*  County Recruiting Stall 
 
 


