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BRANCH SECRETARIES:  PLEASE NOTE THAT THE ITEMS IN THIS MONTHLY CIRCULAR 

SHOULD FORM PART OF THE REPORT TO YOUR BRANCH COMMITTEE 

 
COUNTY CHAIRMAN`S REMARKS 

Last month with the Somme 100 and other services in Kent it was a busy time for our branches.  I 
believe we have had an article or two somewhere at least in the local newspapers all month.  This 
reflects on the hard work you have put in, so many thanks. 

On Thursday 21st July I was invited to the Phoenix in Brighton to see a display of the work, sponsored 
by Legion, under the Bravo 22 group who had a group of disabled ex-service persons produce models 
made out of aluminium and mesh netting which reflected their personal situation since their injuries 
until today.  An extremely thought provoking event. 

One of guys, when he started producing the models six weeks previously was making full use of his 
wheelchair.  By the end of the six weeks even though he admitted trashing the model at one stage and 
wanted to give up went on and completed the model and has also stopped using his wheelchair and 
now just uses one stick, such was the motivation and mental strength that he got from the project.  
Each of the people had expressed themselves well.  One model did make me understand the plight of 
some of those who don’t physically look disabled all the time and that was a person standing up well 
with the use of walking stick but inside the mesh body was written “Not all scars show.  Not all 
wounds heal.  Sometimes you can’t see the pain that someone feels”. 
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It was also noteworthy that the audience was not full of senior Legion or those of senior age, but most 
were young people who were really supportive of the work that the Legion is doing as a charity 
through avenues like Bravo 22.  I am certain that an article with the photos will be in the Legion 
Journal. 

Having spent three days on the County Recruiting Stand at War and Peace, I was pleased to see many 
members of the branches who came over to talk to us.  It was a long hot time, not that I am 
complaining of the nice weather.  Although our primary task is to recruit for Kent Branches at such an 
event we mainly took the details and passed on the number of the Contact Centre to many people 
outside the Kent Area, including a member from the USA who belongs to a sub-Branch 2000 miles 
from the parent branch (you think we have problems).  We were again delighted with the response 
from the general public many of whom made a direct line to us to give a donation, all thanking us for 
the work we do. 

Finally, and although not part of my direct brief, can I ask you to support the ladies of the Women’s 
Section who, with the changes that are still being worked out at the top of the organisation, are in 
some cases rushing headlong to lay up their standards and close their branches.  This will leave a 
number of ladies with no comradeship or meetings to attend.  Shortly a new directive which will 
outline the future plans will be produced and until this is received none of us know the final details.  So 
please can you pass onto your ladies to hold fire until this is produced.  The only true fact we know at 
present is that the Women’s Section will continue as a separate membership until 30 September 2017.  
Even that could change after the directive is produced. 

Richard Cast 
County Chairman 

DONATIONS TO COUNTY FUNDS 

The following donations have been gratefully received: 

£200 Woodchurch Branch 
£170 In memory of Mr Patrick Noonan 

 
MEMBERSHIP MATTERS  

Please ensure this information is passed to the Branch Membership Secretary 

The lapsing process of those members who have not renewed is now complete and branch 
membership lists on the Portal (MAP) should reflect this. 

Any member now wishing to re-join should complete a membership application form.  Branches can 
obtain copies of this form from Poppy Appeal – call 01622 795801 or email 
poppymembership@britishlegion.org.uk  Alternatively members can join/re-join by calling the contact 
centre on 0808 802 8080 if they wish to pay by credit/debit card.  Please remember that from 1st 
October the Legion membership fee goes up to £17.00. 
 
BRANCH ACCOUNTS - END OF YEAR 

Please ensure this information is passed to the Branch Treasurer 

Treasurers are reminded that Branch Accounts were to be closed at 30th June and that a copy of the 
accounts together with supporting Bank Statements plus a letter of ‘Authority to Disclose Information’ 
for each account must be submitted to the County Office by 30th September at the very latest. 

Branch Officers should be ensuring that as much help as possible is given to the Treasurer to ensure 
that they can successfully close down the books and produce the Branch Accounts.   

The branch accounts documents (the Treasurer’s Packs) have been sent by post and they should have 
at the end of June. They will also be published on Office 365 for those on MAP.  If an electronic copy is 
preferred please contact the MSO.  Please note that packs will not be sent to branches that are 
registered on LOMAS and electronic copies have already been sent to those branches. 
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AUDIT/EXAMINATION OF BRANCH ACCOUNTS  

We shall be arranging some Branch Audit Days with the Independent Examiners in the RBL Village 
although because of available space, this will have to be on a timed appointment basis only.  If your 
branch can take up this opportunity to get your books audited, there is no cost to you except the 
travel costs by your Treasurer.    There have been two successful audit days and future dates are: 

Monday 15th August Monday 12th September 
Monday 5th September Thursday 29th September  

All are from 1030 until 1430.  Contact Richard Cast on 01795 474179 or at richardcast@btinternet.com 
to arrange your appointment.  Further information including the location and contact numbers for IEs 
can be found in the July issue of County News.  

Please remember that the IE needs to see your account books, bank statements, cheque books, paying 
in books, expenditure receipts, your Branch minutes for the year and membership records.  
Remember, if you are coming to the Office, you must get all your officers to sign the Branch Accounts 
Form and two of the signatories to sign the Authority to Disclose Information letter.  That way, on 
completing the audit the documents can be copied and the originals left for the MSO. 
 
COUNTY PARADE 

The Parade and Service on Sunday 10th July went extremely well with a decent number of Standards 
present.  I would like to thank all those that attended with special thanks to the Royal British Legion 
Village Branch who hosted the parade for the second year and to the band, Premier Brass, who 
stepped in at very short notice. 

 

County will be looking for a location and a host Branch for next year’s parade, which we are planning 
to hold on Sunday 11th June 2017.  Those interested should be prepared to produce a plan with a map 
showing parking, the form-up and dispersal points and the routes to be taken.  Health & Safety must 
be paramount.  The Branch will be responsible for arranging a place of worship with a minister, road 
closures where necessary and a reception after the parade.  County will invite VIPs, a band and 
Standard Bearers.  Any Branch interested in hosting the parade should contact the MSO who will 
provide more details. 

Richard Cast 
KENT COUNTY POPPY LUNCH 

It has been asked if this event is only for Special People.  The answer is YES.  But are you not special 
people?  Predominately it is for civic chairmen, mayors and business leaders and is put on to advertise 
not only the Poppy Appeal but the work of the Legion and Kent in particular.  However, it is very 
important that Legion members also attend.  This year our Guest Speaker is the National President, Air 
Marshal David Walker CB CBE AFC MA RAF (Retd). 

The Lunch is held at the Headquarters Officers Mess at Brompton Barracks and this year will be on 
Saturday 29th October.  The cost of the meal is £50 per head, which includes the reception drinks and 
a glass of wine at table. 
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The Mess can seat 110 for the meal hence tickets have restricted availability.  If you would like to 
attend, please complete an application form (attached) and send it together with your payment to the 
address on the form. (NOTE: This is not the County Office/MSO address) 
 
FROM THE COUNTY YOUTH OFFICER 

Further to National Conference where the motion was passed to allow young people to have Youth 
Membership to the RBL for no cost, it has now been agreed by the Membership Council that this 
cannot be permitted at present.  This is because there are too many issues regarding child protection.  
They are currently reviewing the Youth Policy so until the results of this are forthcoming, please do not 
sign up any youth members for free.  Of course, I would ask you to encourage them to join, but they 
still need to pay their one-off £5 joining fee. 

Don’t forget to approach your affiliated cadet units to see if there is anyone who would like to take 
part in the next County Standard Bearer training session, due to take place on Sunday 18th September 
at Ditton.  This is your ideal opportunity to offer the cadets something very worthwhile and could also 
result in a greater availability of standard bearers across the County.  If they would like to take part but 
need to borrow equipment or even a standard, this can be arranged by prior request.  

Susan Foster 
County Youth Officer 

RAMSGATE ARMED FORCES DAY PARADE 

The Branch is pleased to report a very successful parade and service held at Ramsgate on 25th June.  
This was followed by our entry in the Ramsgate Carnival on 24th July when our float was awarded 1st 
place for a licensed premises/social club, and 2nd place for best small vehicle.  

    
 

SHEPWAY GROUP 

On Saturday 2nd July three branches from the Shepway Group - Cheriton & Morehall, Elham Valley 
and New Romney - got together to man a stand at the Hythe Festival.  This was originally intended to 
be an attempt to recruit new members and it certainly generated a lot of interest, with several people 
taking away the membership helpline number.  Somme pins were the order of the day and £168.19 
was raised for the Poppy Appeal. 

     
 



NEW ROMNEY BRANCH - SOMME COMMEMORATION - 1 JULY 2016 

At 0720 hrs members of the Branch were joined at the Remembrance Memorial by fire fighters from 
the Fire Station, pupils from Marsh Academy, members of the Western Front Association and people 
from the Town.   After a short talk from our Padre, at 0730 hrs we blew three short blasts on our 
whistles to commemorate the start of the battle.  The whistle blown by Edwin Seabrook-Smith was 
dated 1917 and was still in perfect working order! 

At 1100 hrs we were back again for a short Service of Remembrance and for this our Mayor The Right 
Worshipful Councillor Patricia Rolf joined us, together with members of the Branch, pupils from Marsh 
Academy, other local organisations and a considerable number of local people. 

 
 
The Reverend Peter Firth conducted the Service.  During the Service wreaths were laid by the Royal 
British Legion, The Mayor, Sea Cadets, Mr & Mrs Seabrook-Smith, Marsh Academy and six crosses 
were also laid by pupils from the Academy.   

After the service, members of the Legion and guests moved to the Hoy Restaurant, where we enjoyed 
pleasant company and an excellent two-course meal.  

       
Pupils from the Marsh  Academy 

  WE WILL REMEMBER THEM 
 
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY - KING’S HILL 

The Parish Council at King’s Hill near West Malling are inviting 
Legion members to their Remembrance Sunday parade and 
service on Sunday 13th November.  The parade will form up at 
10:20 in Churchill Square (tbc) and march along Gibson Drive to 
the Running Airman memorial outside the King’s Hill Centre 
(ME19 4LG).  The memorial honours those who were stationed 
on the site, formerly RAF West Malling.  Any queries should be 
directed to Barbara Hucker on 01732 870382. 
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SIDCUP & FOOTSCRAY BRANCH 

The Branch was invited to take part in a Great War Pageant arranged by the Sidcup History Association 
and to arrange a service at the end of the day at the Sidcup War Memorial.  Another stall raised money 
for the Poppy Appeal and a local café gave a percentage of their takings so altogether we raised 
£1,145.41 for the Poppy Appeal. 

 
 
SERVICE FAMILY COFFEE MORNING 

A coffee morning will be held in Hythe on Saturday 20th August for all members of the Service family.  
Please see the attached poster for details and please publicise the event. 
 
FUNDRAISING CONCERT 

The Astor Big Band will be appearing at the 
Assembly Hall Theatre, Tunbridge Wells on Sunday 
11th September with the music of Glenn Miller 
plus the hits of Frank Sinatra, Bing Crosby and the 
Andrews Sisters. In addition there will be music 
from West End musicals.  Those that enjoyed the 
band’s shows at Folkestone in January and at 
Margate in June know what a great band this is.  
100% of the profits plus a bucket collection will be 
donated to the Poppy Appeal. 

Tickets can be purchased online at 
www.assemblyhalltheatre.co.uk or by phoning 
01892 530613/532072. 
 

 
Regards to you all 

Tony West 

Membership Support Officer 
Email: twest@britishlegion.org.uk 
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LEST WE FORGET 
 

Notification has been received that the following members have passed on: 
 

  

 Mr Terence Mooney Ashford 

 Mrs Margaret Drake Downs 

 Mr Michael Maguire “ 

 Mr Michael Martin “ 

 Mrs Patricia Winder “ 

 Mr Arthur Clements Dymchurch & District 

 Mr Douglas Gale Hawkhurst 

 Mr Terence Gibbs Herne Bay 

 Ms Debra Rodway Margate 

 Mr Anthony Pink Minster & Monkton 

 Mr Stanley Venn Orpington & District 

 Mr Frederick Bond Royal British Legion Village 

 Mr Robert (Bill) Chesterfield Sandwich sub-Branch 

 Mr John Hilton St Margarets-at-Cliffe 

 

                                    Our deepest sympathies go to their families and friends                                       

 



Updated: 26th June 2016 

 
KENT COUNTY DIARY OF EVENTS - 2016 

AUGUST 

Sat 13th - 14th Headcorn Combined Ops Military Vehicle & Air Show * 

Sat 27th - 29th Military Odyssey - County Showground, Detling * 

SEPTEMBER 

Sat 3rd WS County Conference - Headcorn (11 am)  

Sat 17th - 18th Salute to the ‘40s - Chatham Historic Dockyard * 

Sun 18th Standard Bearer Training - Capel Morris Community Hall (10 am) 

Sat 24th County Youth Poppy Walk - Dymchurch   Cancelled 

Mon 24th - 9th October MSO on Leave 

OCTOBER 

Sun 2nd (tbc) County Standard Bearer Competition - Ditton (1 pm)  

Fri 21st Thanet Festival of Remembrance - Winter Gardens, Margate (7 pm) 

Wed 26th Civic Poppy Launch - County Hall, Maidstone 

Sat 29th County Poppy Lunch - Brompton Barracks 

Sun 30th Public Poppy Launch - Bluewater 

NOVEMBER 

Fri 11th Armistice Day 

Fri 11th Remembrance Concert - Dover Town Hall 

Sat 12th Festival of Remembrance - Royal Albert Hall 

Sat 13th Remembrance Sunday 

DECEMBER 

Sat 10th Carol Service - Capel Morris Centre (2.30 pm) 

JANUARY 2017 

Sat 21st County Conference - Headcorn Village Hall (1 pm) 

 

 
*  County Recruiting Stall 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

      

           together with 

The Royal British Legion 

are inviting all 

 HM FORCES, 

VETERANS AND 

FAMILIES 
to a 

COFFEE MORNING 
on 

SATURDAY 20TH AUGUST 

10.00AM – 12 NOON 
at 

AGE UK, STADE STREET, 

HYTHE 
Come along and meet fellow veterans for 

comradeship in a comfortable and friendly 

environment. 

Refreshments from 40p 
 

The Royal British Legion Kent County Poppy Appeal 
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2016 Poppy Appeal Luncheon at Brompton Barracks ME4 4UG 
Saturday 29th October 2016 - 12 noon for 1 pm 

 
Name ……………………………………………….…………………………………………………………… 
(please print) 
 
* I will be attending  

* I will not be attending but wish to make a donation of £………….…. 

* I am a UK tax payer and wish to Gift Aid my donation   
 
Address ……………………………………………….……………………….………..….…………………………..…. 

 ……………………………………………….………………..……………………………………………….…. 
Postcode ………………………. 
 
I will be accompanied by ……………………………………………………….………………………….………… 
 

 I shall require ……..…..... meat and …….....….. vegetarian lunch(es) @ £50 per person 

 I also enclose an additional donation for the appeal of £ ……………… 

 I enclose a cheque for £ ………….…. 
 
Cheques should be made payable to ‘RBL Poppy Appeal’ 

BACS payments to Kent County Poppy Appeal sort code 30-95-37, account no. 02039703 using 
reference “KCPAL16”. 

Invitation cards will be sent out nearer the time.  Please note these will act as your security pass 
to allow access to Brompton Barracks. 

Should you be accompanied by a driver they are welcome to make use of the facilities in the other 
ranks club for refreshment. 
 
Thank you for your support 
 
 
This profoma, cheques and any enquiries to: 

Mr Richard Cast 
55 Longridge 
Sittingbourne 
Kent   Phone: 01795 474179 
ME10 4LN  e-mail: richardcast@btinternet.com 
 

 
 

County President: Cllr L B Ridings MBE JP         County Chairman: R C Cast         County Vice Chairman: R Graham 
County Treasurer: S Gatward         MSO (County Secretary): A J West BEM 

The Legion’s mission is to safeguard the welfare, interests and memory of those who are serving or have served in the Armed Forces. 

Registered Charity: The Royal British Legion, 199 Borough High Street, London SE1 1AA 
Registered Charity No. 219279 
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