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BRANCH SECRETARIES:  PLEASE NOTE THAT THE ITEMS IN THIS MONTHLY CIRCULAR 

SHOULD FORM PART OF THE REPORT TO YOUR BRANCH COMMITTEE 

 
MSO ON LEAVE 

Please note that the MSO will be on leave from Tuesday 5th July returning to the office on Thursday 
21st July.  All queries, problems, complaints etc. should be directed to the Contact Centre on 0808 802 
8080.  Please avoid leaving me phone messages and filling my e-mail inbox as they are likely to remain 
unanswered for some time after I return.  I would be grateful if this could be passed to others in the 
branch likely to contact me, i.e. chairmen, treasurers, membership secretaries etc.  Thank you. 
 
COUNTY CHAIRMAN`S REMARKS 

As I write these remarks I am conscious that 100 years ago, at 7.30am on 1st July 1916, soldiers from 
all over, many of whom were from Kent, were moving up to their set-off trench under the noise of our 
own artillery.  They were preparing to move forward to go over the top to what would be known as 
the Battle of Somme.  Many didn’t get out of their trenches and some only took a few steps before 
they were mown down by machine gun fire.  Yet by the end of the day in areas along the front short 
distances were gained and retained.  By the end of the day the British had suffered 60,000 casualties 
of which over 20,000 were dead including 60% of our Officers. 

In many of the towns and villages in Kent we record young lives that were lost that day and in the days 
to follow.  At home, loved ones found out the news of their loss days or even weeks later.  No evening 
news bulletins, e-mail facebook or twitter then for instant news. 

100 years later most of our towns and villages are commemorating the event with whistles being 
blown at 7.30am followed by a short service, then again in the evening with the last post and a service 
to remember the fallen. 

The month of June has seen two military events in Kent and Medway.  One by 11 Infantry Brigade 
promoted key engagement messages to the local authorities and employers to discuss opportunities 
for civilian and military partnership working and collaboration initiatives in the areas of Youth, 
Community and Employer Engagement. 

The other was by SERFCA (South East Reserve Forces and Cadets Association).  This was to encourage 
employers and local councils to support the reservists and cadets.  Over a third of our current Armed 
Forces are or will be made up of reservists so give them your support.  A point to consider; if a third of 
the Armed Forces are reservists they can be local to you and your branches and could help you. 
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Did you know that in Kent we only have 18 Naval Reservists based currently in Brompton Barracks 
while their building is updated.  They have an establishment for 40 so if you know of anyone who 
would like to be a part time sailor you know where to send them.  A number of cadet units have 
waiting lists for members to join because they don’t have cadet leaders to run the units.  If you know 
younger adults - they don’t have to have served - please ask them to offer their services.  Details of 11 
Brigade and SERFCA can be found on the web. 

Richard Cast 
County Chairman 

DONATIONS TO COUNTY FUNDS 

The following donations have been gratefully received: 

£1,000 In memory of Mrs Pauline Cast 
£3,000 Ramsgate Branch 
£1,000 Brabourne & Smeeth Branch 
£500 Isle of Oxney Branch 
 

A branch recently asked a question regarding the Kent County Welfare Fund and whether they should 
donate to this fund or not.  It was queried that if welfare matters are now no longer dealt with at 
branch and County level but via the Legion’s call centre, then this now makes the County Welfare 
redundant. 

County and Area welfare teams are still very much involved in visiting and assessing the needs of our 
beneficiaries.  They forward their recommendations to Head Office where the Central Grants Team 
issue the actual grants.  However, each quarter the CGT sends the county a list of the grants made 
with the first part of the beneficiaries post code, e.g. TN30, and the amount granted.  They then 
request the county to almonise the grants.   

The last request was for the quarter July to September 2015 when there was a total of £14,994 
granted to beneficiaries in Kent.  The County Committee usually agrees a donation of around 15%-20% 
of the total depending on how much is in our welfare fund. 

As you can see, County funds need to be kept topped up in order to look after the beneficiaries in our 
county so branch donations are always welcomed. 
 
MEMBERSHIP MATTERS  

Please ensure this information is passed to the Branch Membership Secretary 

The lapsing process of those members who have not renewed is now complete and branch 
membership lists on the Portal (MAP) should reflect this. 

Any member now wishing to re-join should complete a membership application form.  Branches can 
obtain copies of this form from Poppy Appeal – call 01622 795801 or email 
poppymembership@britishlegion.org.uk  Alternatively members can join/re-join by calling the contact 
centre on 0808 802 8080 if they wish to pay by credit/debit card.  Please remember that from 1st 
October the Legion membership fee goes up to £17.00. 
 
COLLECTION OF CLUB FEES 

Clubs will have recently received a letter from Jonathan Coups, Interim Head of Membership, to advise 
that the Legion will not collect club fees this year.  This will include those members who pay by Direct 
Debit.  I appreciate this will significantly increase the work for clubs but with so many permutations it 
was unworkable.  As an example, some clubs have reduced pensioner rates and the ages that these 
come into effect differs from club to club.  To add to this problem, not all members have given their 
date of birth so some pensioners would be paying the full rate.  Clubs will need to verify that each of 
their members has a current Legion membership card before issuing a club sticker. 
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BRANCH ACCOUNTS - END OF YEAR 

Please ensure this information is passed to the Branch Treasurer 

Treasurers are reminded that Branch Accounts were to be closed at 30th June and that a copy of the 
accounts together with supporting Bank Statements plus a letter of ‘Authority to Disclose Information’ 
for each account must be submitted to the County Office by 30th September at the very latest. 

Branch Officers should be ensuring that as much help as possible is given to the Treasurer to ensure 
that they can successfully close down the books and produce the Branch Accounts.   

The branch accounts documents (the Treasurer’s Packs) have been sent by post and they should have 
at the end of June. They will also be published on Office 365 for those on MAP.  If an electronic copy is 
preferred please contact the MSO.  Please note that packs will not be sent to branches that are 
registered on LOMAS and electronic copies have already been sent to those branches. 

BFI statements will be distributed to branches from the week commencing 25th July.  Please wait to 
receive your BFI statement before finalising your Branch Return.  If you have not received your BFI 
statement by 31st July please contact the MSO. 
 
AUDIT/EXAMINATION OF BRANCH ACCOUNTS  

We shall be arranging some Branch Audit Days with the Independent Examiners in the RBL Village 
although because of available space, this will have to be on a timed appointment basis only.  If your 
branch can take up this opportunity to get your books audited, there is no cost to you except the 
travel costs by your Treasurer.    The dates for these audits are: 

Monday 18th July Monday 5th September 
Monday 1st August Monday 12th September 
Monday 15th August Thursday 29th September 

All are from 1030 until 1430.  Please contact Richard Cast on 01795 474179 or at 
richardcast@btinternet.com to arrange your appointment.  Audits will take place in a meeting room 
provided by RBLI and treasurers must report to RBLI Reception in the first instance.  Car parking is in 
the Capel Morris car park and the postcode for satnav is ME20 7NL.  Locations in the Village are shown 
below. 

 

If, however, you want an IE to come to you, there will be a need to reimburse the examiner their travel 
costs at the time of visit.  Please contact the Examiner well in advance to arrange examination of your 
accounts.  Their details with residential areas are: 

Richard Cast Sittingbourne 01795 474179 
Stefan Gatward Tunbridge Wells 01892 522765 
Paul Austen Chartham 01227 731385 
Lewis Kerton Paddock Wood 01732 850358  
Ray Mann Staplehurst 01580 891997 

Visitor 
Car Park 

Base Camp 
Coffee Shop 

RBLI 
Reception 
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Please remember that the IE needs to see your account books, bank statements, cheque books, paying 
in books, expenditure receipts, your Branch minutes for the year and membership records.  
Remember, if you are coming to the Office, you must get all your officers to sign the Branch Accounts 
Form and two of the signatories to sign the Authority to Disclose Information letter.  That way, on 
completing the audit the documents can be copied and the originals left for the MSO. 

If your Branch does not wish to use a Legion IE then branches can officially use up to £60 of branch 
funds to pay a suitable qualified person to examine its accounts.  By qualified, this means that they 
have some type of professional accounting qualification.  A retired accountant, banker or bookkeeper 
in your Branch could, if willing, audit another branch’s accounts.  They may not audit your own branch 
accounts as they would not be ‘independent’. 
 
COUNTY PARADE AND SERVICE 

This year the Royal British Legion Village Branch are hosting our County Parade which will take 
place in the Garden of Honour in the Village on Sunday 10th July and I would like every Branch to 
make the effort to be represented on this Parade. 

The marching party will form up in front of Preston Hall at approximately 2:40 pm for the parade to 
the Garden of Honour.  After the inspection of the Standards the Service will then commence at 
3:00 pm lasting for about 45 minutes.  All bar the Standard Bearers are requested to be seated by 
2:50 pm. 

After the service there will be a short parade to the Capel Morris Centre car park via the saluting dais.  
The reception will be in the Capel Morris Community Hall.  Half the car park can be used for parking 
but there is plenty of free parking within the Village. 

As we, the Legion, are the guardians of Remembrance we need to remind ourselves and everyone else 
that this year is the 100th Anniversary of the most tragic of sea and land battles - the Battle of Jutland 
and the Battle of the Somme - and remember those who made the ultimate sacrifice so that we could 
live in freedom.  Although we will not be in the eye of the general public I would hope that the 
branches put on a good show for those that do see us.  The Chairman of the Royal British Legion 
Village Branch and I look forward to welcoming you. 

Richard Cast  
County Chairman 

BRANCH COMMUNITY SUPPORT  

Branch Community Support (BCS), formerly the Branch Welfare Project, was introduced at this year’s 
Annual Conference.  An electronic brochure or photocopy about the scheme and some frequently 
asked questions were sent to branches at the beginning of June and a hard copy of the brochure will 
be sent out shortly. 

BCS falls under the following key activities, which were the five main activities identified in the pilot 
scheme:  

 Legion Awareness Events 

 Telephone Buddies 

 Home & Hospital Visitor 

 Bereavement Support 

 Local Touchpoints 

At Conference a number of questions were asked and a few of these, with the responses, are below: 

Q. Branches would like advice cards (credit card sized cards with the Contact Centre number on).  
Where could they get them from?  Would it be possible to send every branch a box along 
with details of where they could get more?  

A. We are going to look into this with a view to either providing the branches with them directly 
or providing details of where they can get them from.  

 
 



Q. Could branches have access to a large poster to promote BCS activities locally?  
A. We’re going to ask internal comms to develop a PDF poster that can be edited so each branch 

can publicise locally should they wish 

Q. Can each branch be issued with the definition of a Legion beneficiary so they know who 
qualifies for assistance (when referring to CC)? 

A. This will be in the guidance documentation 

Q Can the question ‘Do you want a visit by your local branch?’ be made standard with each 
Case Officer  visit?  

A. We can’t do this until branches are signed up for BCS.  There’s nothing stopping local 
branches, who have signed up, and Area Teams doing this but we can’t make this standard 
until we know the service we’re offering can be picked up by a local branch. 

Q. When will more detail of the scheme (e.g. guidelines) be released?  
A. Guidelines are being finalised with a view to being issued by September. 

In addition, there were some excellent examples of work already being undertaken was given, 
including: 

 Home and hospital visits 

 Transport to doctors appointments 

 Collecting prescriptions from chemists (with permission) 

 Funeral support for families 

 Reminiscence sessions for comradeship 

 Representing TRBL at partnership groups in the community (with knowledge of AO) 

 Co-ordinating local welfare conference (with knowledge of AO) 

 School visits 

 Crazy golf events for comradeship 

 Regular stall at the local market to promote TRBL activities 

 Shopping for the housebound (with permission) 

 Supporting families of injured young people 

 Breakfast clubs 

 Coffee mornings/afternoons 

 Day trips for comradeship 

 Providing sympathy cards to the bereaved 

 Providing information leaflet for families of the vulnerable (how branch can help in 
emergencies) 

You can see that branches have many different community support schemes and we encourage you to 
continue delivering them.   

We are asking branches to register between now and the end of July prior to the launch of the scheme 
in September by registering via Office 365 by following this link only.  The person registering will need 
their ID and password to access in the same way that they access MAP.  Anyone with Office 365 access 
can register but once the scheme is live only the Branch Chairman, Branch Secretary and Branch 
Welfare Representative will be able to view information stored there. 

As all branches should be involved in supporting the service community in their areas I hope your 
branch will take time to read the BCS brochure and register. 
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THE WOMEN’S SECTION 

Statement on The Royal British Legion Women’s Section 

The Board of Trustees of The Royal British Legion met on 16th June 2016.  One of the agenda items 
concerned the future of the Royal British Legion Women’s Section. The discussion on this topic was 
comprehensive and frank, with ample time given to digest the feedback from both 2016 Annual 
Conferences and the Central Committee meetings. 

The Trustees agreed that it still remained vitally important to continue to integrate the Women’s 
Section into the Legion to comply with charity regulation and governance arrangements. However, 
they also felt that the timescales and the precise nature of the integration terms needed to be given 
greater consideration.  The full wording of the resolution of the Board of Trustees is appended below 
the signature block. 

The Trustees have therefore asked that, by 1st October 2016, the detailed issues brought about by the 
proposed integration are agreed and that we arrive at that point through a joint team representing the 
RBL and members of the Women’s Section. Once the issues are agreed we will work together to 
implement the integration by 1st October 2017. 

We are very happy to report that we also have the support of the Central Committee on this proposal 
which was discussed at their 22nd June committee meeting.   

The next step will be to appoint the joint team and to ensure that they have the opportunity to consult 
as necessary to arrive at a mutually agreeable solution. 

We will keep you updated as things progress. 

 
Terry Whittles     Marilyn Humphry 
 

1.0 Taking in to consideration the Board of Trustees’ Resolution dated 10th December 2015 

1.1 The Board of Trustees FURTHER RESOLVES: 

1.1.1 To continue to formally and fully integrate the Women’s Section in to the regular structure of the 
Royal British Legion; 

1.1.2 That a transition process detailing the issues to be resolved is developed by Two (2) appointees of 
the Women’s Section Chairman and Two (2) appointees of the Royal British Legion Chairman by no 
later than 30th September 2016; and 

1.1.3 That the integration process is completed by 30th September 2017 notwithstanding that some 
transitional arrangements may be implemented beyond 30th September 2017. 

 
COUNTY RECRUITING 

The Recruiting team would like to draw your attention to three important points: 

1. When the County recruiting trailer is out and about we welcome assistance from local 
branches.  Local members have local knowledge which can be very useful, e.g. branch affiliation 
fees, when and where branches meet etc.  However, it is useful to know in advance if you would 
like to assist, so that we can ensure that the stand is not over-manned.  You can see if the trailer is 
in your area by looking at the events page of County News; a small red asterisk against events 
marks where the trailer will be. 

2. It would be very useful to have more trained recruiting assistants throughout the County so 
that the right message is given out from the County trailer, and also to assist branches to recruit 
new members Countywide.  If you would like to take part in an official training session please let 



Norman Williams, the County Recruiting Officer, know so that this can be arranged via the County 
Training Officer.  His email address is williams.120@btinternet.com. 

3. Local Poppy Appeal Organisers are also very welcome at the County Trailer if they would like to 
assist.  Although, he trailer is there primarily to recruit new members, we know that a display of 
Poppy Appeal goods attract people to the stand. 

 
YOUTH NEWS 

At Conference, the motion to introduce free membership to 12-17 year-olds was passed, so watch this 
space for further news. 

 

Downs Branch is very proud of their seven new youth members, and they say there are still more to 
come. Congratulations to Mr Barry Larner for facilitating the recruitment of these young people. 

 

The County Recruiting trailer attended the centenary celebrations at RAF Manston and we made 
friends with the 2433 (Ramsgate and Manston) Squadron ATC, who held their own recruiting stand 
and whose band marched and performed excellently twice during the event.  
 
SHOREHAM BRANCH 

Shoreham Branch held a Bottle Stall at their Village Fete on Saturday 28th May.  All bottles had been 
donated and we raised £459.50. 
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DOVER WHITE CLIFFS BRANCH 

Branch Vice Chairman and Youth Officer Ted Smith presented affiliation certificates to Army Cadets 
and Air Cadets in a ceremony that took place on 16th June.  We now have four cadet forces affiliated 
to the Branch; 354 (Dover) Detachment Air Training Corps, Dover Detachment Army Cadet Force, 
Astor School Combined Cadet Force and Deal & Dover Sea Cadets.  
 

     
 

BIRCHINGTON BRANCH 

The Birchington Branch held their annual Flag Raising event on 20th June to mark the commencement 
of Veterans’ Week.  They were joined by members of the Parish Council, Thanet District Council and a 
representative of Kent County Council.  Also present were pupils from King Ethelbert School in their 
Scouts uniform, two of whom assisted with the flag-raising. 

The Branch continued with Veterans’ week by holding a buffet lunch at the Seaview Hotel on 24th 
June.  We used this opportunity to present Poppy Appeal awards to the relevant collectors and these 
were presented by Mrs Anne Hill, our County Poppy Appeal Co-ordinator. 

 
 
LITTLEBOURNE & DISTRICT BRANCH 

The Branch has lost Flt Lt John Lord who was a 
Lancaster bomber pilot during WW2.  A very 
modest man who never talked about his 
experiences though his family reports that he 
was sent to Galveston, Texas to trained. His 
missions also included Operation Manna, taking 
food etc. to starving Belgians after they were 
invaded.  After the war he lived at Aylesham 
and worked down the pits locally. 
 

 



STAPLE BRANCH 

 
 
NEW ROMNEY BRANCH  

Annual Dinner 

The Branch held its annual dinner to celebrate the 94th year since its foundation and this year it 
included a celebration of Her Majesty The Queen’s 90th Birthday.  The dinner was held at Littlestone 
Championship Golf Course on 28th May and was deemed a Charitable Dinner in order to raise funds 
for the Poppy Appeal. 

 



Forty five people attended including the Mayor of New Romney, Councillor Patricia Rolfe and her 
husband, President of the NR Burma Star Association Mr Roy Eade and President of NR Bowls Club Mr 
Harry Lismore.  There were four main groups in attendance from; The Littlestone Warren Golf Club, 
The New Romney Bowls Club, St Mary’s in the Marsh and of course members of the Branch all eager 
to support the Charity for which we are most grateful. 

When the tables were cleared a Port Decanter was delivered to each table.  Once everyone had 
charged their glasses Vice Chairman Mr Edwin Seabrook-Smith was called upon to give the toasts to 
HM The Queen and The Royal British Legion. 

The Chair then gave a short speech to thank everyone for their support and gave praise to the 
generous support that is always so forthcoming from the people of New Romney and the Romney 
Marsh.  The Chair ended by leading a very resounding Three Cheers for Her Majesty in honour of her 
90th Birthday.  The Mayor then gave a short speech highlighting important local matters of current 
interest. 

The evening was deemed a success with over £400 being raised for the Queen's Special Poppy Appeal. 

Battle of Jutland Commemoration Service 

At 1830 hrs on 1st June the Branch held a short Service at Memorial Gardens to commemorate the 
100th Anniversary of the Battle of Jutland.  The Service was conducted by Branch Padre the Rev. Peter 
Firth and was attended by our Mayor Cllr Patricia Rolf and her husband Spencer. 

 

L to R: Chairman George Harvey, Mayor Cllr Patricia Rolfe and Padre the Rev. Peter Firth. 

 

Standards were paraded by the Branch, the Royal Naval Association and the Submariners Association 
and during the Service wreaths were laid by the above plus the Mayor, the Burma Star Association and 
the Sea Cadets. 

We will remember them 
 



RBLI LIVING 

RBLI is working in partnership with others to deliver monthly events across Kent aimed at improving 
the health and wellbeing of older military veterans. 

If you are a military veteran aged 65 or over, or you know someone who is, come along and meet 
other veterans, share your stories and experiences and make new friends.  Take the opportunity to 
have health MOTs and try out a few sports.  Get involved in a drama performance led by professionals 
from Maidstone’s Hazlitt Theatre and talk to the many local community organisations present.  Have a 
fun day and benefit from everything on offer. 

All are invited to our 2016 Health and Wellbeing days.  All events will run from 10:30 am - 3:00 pm 

Jul 26th  Capel Morris Centre, The RBL Village, Aylesford ME20 7NL 

Aug 24th  Maidstone United Football Club, The Gallagher Stadium ME14 1LQ 

Sep 15th  Cyclopark, The Tollgate, Gravesend DA11 7NP (just off the A2 Meopham turning) 

Oct 26th  Chamberlain Manor, Ashford TN24 8UX (just off M20 junction 9) 

For information please contact Michael Bishop at michael.bishop@rbli.co.uk or on 07827 943609. 
 
BREN GUN/UNIVERSAL CARRIER 

    
Regards to you all 

Tony West 

Membership Support Officer 
Email: twest@britishlegion.org.uk 
 

Mr Stephen Crowhurst from Cheriton is 
attempting to compile stories from anyone 
who worked on a Bren Gun/Universal Carrier 
during their service in order to write a 
comprehensive book.  They can contact him 
on 01303 271600 or at 
stephen.crowhurst@btinternet.com  
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LEST WE FORGET 
 

Notification has been received that the following members have passed on: 
 

  

 Mr Alan Wild Dymchurch & District 

 Mr Anthony Heath Fordcombe 

 The Rt Hon Lord (Patrick) Mayhew of Twysden Goudhurst 
    QC PC DL  

 Mr Brian Newton Hawkhurst - Branch Chairman 

 Mr Edward ‘Pat’ Sandford Leeds, Hollingbourne & District 

 Mr John Lord Littlebourne & District 

 Mr Malcolm Smith Minster & Monkton 

 Mr Ronald Basher Tenterden 

 Mr Robert Medwin “ 

 

                                    Our deepest sympathies go to their families and friends                                       

 



Updated: 26th June 2016 

 
KENT COUNTY DIARY OF EVENTS - 2016 

JULY 

Sat 2nd Hythe Festival 

Sun 3rd Battle of Britain Memorial Day - Capel-le-Ferne (1.30 pm) 

Tue 5th - 20th MSO on Leave  

Sat 9th - 10th Battles for Victory - Ellington Park, Ramsgate * 

Sun 10th County Parade - RBL Village Garden of Honour (3 pm) 

Wed 19th - 23rd War & Peace Revival - Folkestone Racecourse, Westenhanger * 

AUGUST 

Sat 13th - 14th Headcorn Combined Ops Military Vehicle & Air Show * 

Sat 27th - 29th Military Odyssey - County Showground, Detling * 

SEPTEMBER 

Sat 3rd WS County Conference - Headcorn (11 am)  

Sat 17th - 18th Salute to the ‘40s - Chatham Historic Dockyard * 

Sun 18th Standard Bearer Training - Capel Morris Community Hall (10 am) 

Sat 24th (tbc) County Youth Poppy Walk - Dymchurch (tbc) 

OCTOBER 

Sun 2nd (tbc) County Standard Bearer Competition - Ditton (1 pm)  

Mon 3rd - 14th MSO on Leave  

Fri 21st Thanet Festival of Remembrance - Winter Gardens, Margate (7 pm) 

Wed 26th Civic Poppy Launch - County Hall, Maidstone 

Sat 29th County Poppy Lunch - Brompton Barracks 

Sun 30th Public Poppy Launch - Bluewater 

NOVEMBER 

Fri 11th Armistice Day 

Fri 11th Remembrance Concert - Dover Town Hall 

Sat 12th Festival of Remembrance - Royal Albert Hall 

Sat 13th Remembrance Sunday 

DECEMBER 

Sat 10th Carol Service - Capel Morris Centre (2.30 pm) 

JANUARY 2017 

Sat 21st County Conference - Headcorn Village Hall (1 pm) 

 

 
*  County Recruiting Stall 


