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BRANCH SECRETARIES:  PLEASE NOTE THAT THE ITEMS IN THIS MONTHLY CIRCULAR 

SHOULD FORM PART OF THE REPORT TO YOUR BRANCH COMMITTEE 

 
COUNTY CHAIRMAN`S REMARKS 

My thanks go out to all of you who have supported my daughter and I during the sad time; it was a 
tremendous sight to see so many of you at the funeral also to the many Standard Bearers who 
attended many thanks. 

Getting back to the business of the County I must thank my Vice Chairman Richard Graham and MSO 
Tony West for keeping everything on a steady footing. 

In the last month I attended a branch and discussed with them how their funds are able to be spent, 
which as you know is very restricted.  They were concerned about being able to support welfare cases 
directly in their area with their funds.  We know this is not possible and that one of the ways to do 
this is to send your excess to the County Welfare Funds where we can each almonise funds to the 
cases from the list submitted by Head Office.  In thinking about it, I have now considered that for 
those who would like to help directly and have the funds to do so, I have asked Tony West to 
breakdown the list we get of grants made to beneficiaries in Kent and send it out.  Although only part 
of the postcode is permitted to be shown it will allow branches who still have their own excess funds 
to contribute to cases in their area.  Cheques please to County Office made payable to Royal British 
Legion.  The County Treasurer will co-ordinate this and send a single payment to Head Office to cover 
Kent. 

The Membership Council is taking a strong view on Compliance of all Legion Branches and are 
concerned with those branches with under 15 members with a view to closing them.  At its meeting 
on Saturday 30th April (I am writing these notes on 26th) the County Committee will have to discuss 
four of the branches who fall in this category with a serious view to closing them.  A sad fact but one 
that needs doing.  In a like view the MC is also looking at the MS1 Forms to ensure that each branch 
has at least the four main officers Chairman, Vice Chairman, Treasurer and Secretary who are all 
separate people - not one person doing one or more jobs.  They also want to see a committee 
proportionate to the size of the branch being a Minimum of 3 to a maximum of 12.  Please consider 
this strongly now in preparation for your Branch AGM so that you can elect the correct people and 
get the MS1 completed on time. 

You will hear this month at Conference that Branch Welfare, under a new name, is to be re-launched.  
Therefore, whilst it is important to currently have either a Branch Welfare Committee or 
Representative who can direct those seeking our services to the correct area, it is also a requirement 
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for branches to look after comradeship within their own branch area and actively care for the lonely 
ex-service and branch members.  Many of you have put on events etc. for years but we have not 
recorded numbers.  Numbers and records are a requirement when dealing with local authorities and 
national government who live by these when we as the Legion go to seek further help for our service 
community.  This sways them into consideration, e.g. “How many votes is it going gain or lose us if we 
do or don’t”.  As soon as I get a copy of the new re-launched welfare details, I will get it sent to you. 

During the month the Recruiting and Events Trailer has been at Chatham Dockyard over Easter and 
for St Georges Day Celebrations last Saturday in Sittingbourne High Street.  At both events the public 
were very generous and a number of people were given either forms or details of how to join on line.  
Please let us know what you are doing to keep the Legion in the public eye and how successful you 
are. 

Richard Cast 
County Chairman 

DONATIONS TO COUNTY FUNDS 

The following donations have been gratefully received: 

£5,000 Westerham Branch 
 

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS  

Please ensure this information is passed to the Branch Membership Secretary 

The 2014/15 membership cards expired on 31st March and the renewal process has now come to an 
end.  The memberships of all those that have failed to renew for whatever reason are now in the 
process of being lapsed by the Membership Department. 
 
ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 

The following branches are sending delegates to Annual Conference at Eastbourne on 21st and 22nd 
May: 

Birchington 
Brabourne & Smeeth 
Canterbury 
Cheriton & Morehall 
Dymchurch (2) 

Elham Valley 
Isle of Sheppey 
New Romney 
Royal British Legion Village 
Royal Tunbridge Wells 

Smarden 
Staple 
Sutton Valence 
Swanley, Crockenhill & Hextable

 
BRANCH COMMUNITY SUPPORT 

Branches may recall the Branch Welfare Project which Head Office tried to launch last year and which 
was subsequently withdrawn.  The purpose of the Project was to try to replace the guidance on 
branch delivered welfare which had been put on hold at the beginning of the Pathway for Growth 
Programme.  In conjunction with members and branches, the Operations (Welfare) Department has 
been working on new guidance for branch delivered welfare, which is now named ‘Branch 
Community Support’.  It will be launched at National Conference in May this year. 

Branch Community Support is intended to assist branches with the provision of information, 
companionship and support to eligible beneficiaries within the local community in five ways: 

 Home and hospital visiting 

 Support for the bereaved, including the provision of Standard Bearers at funerals 

 Telephone “buddy” services 

 Community awareness events 

 Setting up local outreach centres 

Branches will be sent the necessary information after Conference. 
 



CLUB NEWS 

Clubs are reminded that the RBL Licence Application (C4/C5) must be submitted within one month of 
the Club AGM date as laid down in the Club rules and by 31st March.  Clubs whose applications are 
not received by 1st June will be in danger of losing their licence to trade as a Legion Club.  To date 
applications have not yet been received at Head Office from: 

Edenbridge 
Hawkhurst 
Tonbridge 

 
STANDARD BEARER TRAINING 

There is to be a training session for Standard Bearers of all levels and experience in the Capel Morris 
Centre in the Royal British Legion Village on Sunday 15th May.  The sessions start at 10 am and will 
continue until 2 pm but Standard Bearers can stay for as little or as long as they wish.  

As this is an informal session casual clothes can be worn but those attending must wear proper 
shoes, not trainers, and have their gauntlets, sling and, of course, Branch Standard.  Please pass this 
information to your Standard Bearers and let me know as soon as possible names and contact 
telephone numbers of those who wish to attend. If you want to confirm attendance or have any 
questions, please contact me on 01227 731385 or at annjaneausten@yahoo.co.uk.  I look forward to 
seeing you there.  

Ann Austen 
County Ceremonial Coordinator 

COUNTY PARADE AND SERVICE 

This year the Royal British Legion Village Branch are hosting our County Parade which will take 
place in the Garden of Honour in the Village on Sunday 10th July and I would like every Branch to 
make the effort to be represented on this Parade. 

The marching party will form up in front of Preston Hall at approximately 2:40 pm for the parade 
to the Garden of Honour.  After the inspection of the Standards the Service will then commence 
at 3:00 pm lasting for about 45 minutes.  All bar the Standard Bearers are requested to be seated 
by 2:50 pm. 

After the service there will be a short parade to the Capel Morris Centre car park via the saluting 
dais.  The reception will be in the Capel Morris Community Hall.  Half the car park can be used for 
parking but there is plenty of free parking within the Village. 

To assist the catering arrangements, branches are requested to submit the form on the attached 
information page. 

As we, the Legion, are the guardians of Remembrance we need to remind ourselves and everyone 
else that this year is the 100th Anniversary of the most tragic of sea and land battles - the Battle of 
Jutland and the Battle of the Somme - and remember those who made the ultimate sacrifice so that 
we could live in freedom.  Although we will not be in the eye of the general public I would hope that 
the branches put on a good show for those that do see us.  The Chairman of the Royal British Legion 
Village Branch and I look forward to welcoming you. 

Richard Cast  
County Chairman 

RBLI QUIZ NIGHT 

RBLI is to hold a quiz night at the Capel Morris Centre in the Royal British Legion Village on Friday 
13th May starting at 7 pm.  Tables are for teams of six and tickets are £5 per head - bring your own 
food and drink.  Proceeds from the evening will go towards a fund for veterans coming into new 
accommodation in the Village and to assist them with any personal needs.  To book your table 
please contact Penny Dyson on 07770 865271 or at pennydyson@outlook.com 
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BIRCHINGTON BRANCH 

The Branch is happy to announce that its latest indoor boot fayre on 9th April raised the sum of 
£550.19 for the Poppy Appeal. 
 
THE RBL CENTRAL BAND 

The Royal British Legion Central Band is holding a concert at 7.30 pm on Saturday 18th June in the 
Nye Hall, Duke of York's Royal Military School Dover.  The Central Band is conducted by David Cole 
and will be supported by the P&O Choir. 

Tickets cost £12 and are available from Martin Dadd on 07760 844833.  We would like local RBL 
Branches to come to fill the hall and hear some great music from YOUR band. 

 
 
HYTHE & SALTWOOD BRANCH - ARMED FORCES DAY 

Armed Forces Day in Hythe will take place on Saturday 9th July to coincide with Hythe Festival Week 
(2nd - 10th July).  

The parade will go along the High Street and refreshments will be available in the Legion Club beside 
Hythe Green CT21 6EN, where the parade will disperse.  Standards will be very welcome.  Please 
contact Branch Secretary rosemary.walls@sky.com for more information about times etc. 
 
SEVENOAKS BRANCH 

Vice President and D-Day veteran Patrick Moore travelled to Graye-Sur-Mer in France where he was 
awarded the Légion d’Honneur.  Below is a cutting from the Sevenoaks Chronicle, with the paper’s 
kind permission. 
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BATTLE OF JUTLAND COMMEMORATION 

31st May 2016 marks the 100th anniversary of the Battle of Jutland, one of the largest naval actions 
in history.  This was the most decisive sea battle of the First World War and while the Royal Navy 
lost more ships and suffered twice as many casualties as the German High Seas Fleet, the result was 
that the German fleet was contained for the remainder of the war. 

To mark this centenary a number of remembrance and reconciliation events will be taking place 
across the UK, with the main focus of national activity being in Orkney, Scotland.  There will also be 
a commemorative service held on the Jutland Bank with warships from both the Royal Navy and 
German Navy participating.  A further service will take place in Belfast. 

As part of this centenary there will be simultaneous commemoration services taking place at each of 
the naval memorials in Portsmouth, Plymouth and Chatham. 

The commemoration service at Chatham will be held at the Naval Memorial, Great Lines, Gillingham 
at 1430 on 31st May 2016.  It will be a static event without a parade.  The service will be conducted 
by the Royal Navy but with participation from local representatives.  It is open to all who would wish 
to attend.  Timings for the event are as follows:  

1400 Service Personnel and Veterans arrive.  

1400 Organisations and general public to take position at Naval Memorial. 

1420  VIPs arrive. 

1430  Jutland Commemoration Service commences. 

1505  Service completes.  VIPs depart. 

1510  Attendees disperse. 
 
SUTTON VALENCE BRANCH - ARMED FORCES DAY 

On Saturday 25th June we are holding an event at Sutton Valence Village Hall and Grounds in 
recognition of our Armed Forces and this is chance to show your support and salute Our Forces. 

Programme: 

1.00 pm Arrival time 

1.45 pm Official Welcome by Sir Hugh Robertson DL representing the Lord Lieutenant. 

2.00 pm Prayers of remembrance for the sacrifice the armed forces have made and are still 
making. 

2.45 pm Tea served in the village hall - the Indoor Picnic.  Guests welcomed by the Deputy Mayor 
of Maidstone.  Guests will receive table service provided by young people from the 
community (Cadets and Scouts).  There will be a tea party atmosphere and entertainment 
provided.  Tickets £5. 

3.00 pm Stories and Verses read by visiting guests. 

4.00 pm View the displays and see the memorabilia. 

Music and entertainment and children’s activities during the afternoon 

There will be an outdoor picnic in the Recreational Area.  This Family Picnic is a ‘Bring your Own’ 
family fun flag waving event enjoying music, face painting, exhibits of appropriate displays and side 
attractions and includes events for the children. 

Please book-in your family to come along for this special Armed Forces event and give it your 
support.  Ring Mike 01622 743270 or email: mike@laxtondrive.co.uk 
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CANTERBURY BRANCH - ARMED FORCES CELEBRATION CONCERT 

The Canterbury Branch together with Canterbury College and the Community Development 
Department of Canterbury City Council are arranging a special Armed Forces Celebration Concert at 
Canterbury College in New Dover Road, Canterbury CT1 3AJ on Friday 24th June at 7.00 pm [the 
evening before Armed Forces Day].  We will be commemorating the role of the Royal Navy during 
WW1, with particular emphasis on the Battle of Jutland.  Participants will include local musicians, 
adult and junior school choirs, sea cadets and a dance troupe.  There will be no charge for admission 
but tickets will be required to gain entry and can be obtained by contacting Chris Penfold at 
Canterbury City Council on 01227 862205 or at Christopher.Penfold@canterbury.gov.uk 
 
KENT YOUTH 

I wonder how many of you use Facebook, either personally or for your branch.  If you do, have you 
ever visited the Kent RBL Youth Facebook page?  We currently have 98 likes but we would like more.  
Facebook is a powerful tool which can be used to promote branches and, as it is used so widely by 
young people, it would be fantastic to see more of our affiliated cadets and their units featuring on 
our Youth page.  So, even if you do not use it yourself, please let all your affiliated young people 
know of the existence of our page.  Please ask them to visit and like the page and then get posting 
all their news so that we can all share in their successes.  Visit us at Kent RBL Youth! 
 
BATTLES FOR VICTORY 

The Battles for Victory event takes place at Ellington Park, Ramsgate on Saturday 9th and Sunday 
10th July (see the attached poster).  Branch Standards are invited to join the County Colour Party for 
the Drumhead Service which will be held on the Saturday.  For further information and to book a 
place please contact Clive Richards on 01843 583783 or at cliver1964@yahoo.co.uk 
 
ASHFORD DROP IN SERVICE  

From 4th May we will be relaunching our Ashford Drop In Service to a “Veterans and Families Coffee 
Morning”.  Please can we ask you to help us to publicise this new service by encouraging serving 
personnel, ex-service personnel and their families to come and join us for a coffee and a chat. 

A poster containing details is attached to this County News.  If you require any further information 
please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Emily Asseter 
Advice & Information Officer 

TONBRIDGE DEMENTIA AWARENESS WEEK 

On Saturday 14th May a new dementia café is to be launched at 10 am at the Methodist Church, 
Higham Lane, Tonbridge TN10 4JG.  This will be followed by a series of events and awareness 
sessions at various locations in the town.  These include a walk at Tonbridge Castle and a 
photographic exhibition at the Old Fire Station in Bank Street.  For further information visit 
http://dementiafriendlykent.org.uk/ or phone 07887 553467. 
 
Regards to you all 

Tony West 

Membership Support Officer 
Email: twest@britishlegion.org.uk 
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LEST WE FORGET 
 

Notification has been received that the following members have passed on: 
 

  

 Mr Albert Slaughter Birchington - former Branch Secretary & President 

 Mr Dennis Coglan Dymchurch & District 

 Mr Edney Eyres Elham Valley 

 Mr David Lipton “ 

 Mr Derek Knight Frittenden 

 Mr Ron Bryant Hawkhurst 

 Mr Raymond Richardson Herne Bay 

 Mr Ken Bates Isle of Sheppey 

 Mrs Jean Benwell Shoreham 

 Mrs Rosemary Glazier Smarden 

 Mr William Funnell Tenterden 

                                    Our deepest sympathies go to their families and friends                                       

 
 
 



Updated: 29th April 2016 

 
KENT COUNTY DIARY OF EVENTS - 2016 

MAY 

Sun 8th Poppy Walk - Whitstable Castle (10 am) 

Sat 14th WS Rally - Seasalter 

Sun 15th Standard Bearer Training - Capel Morris Community Hall (10 am) 

Sat 21st - 22nd Annual Conference - Eastbourne 

Sat 28th RAF Manston Veterans and Employees Reunion * 

Tue 31st  Battle of Jutland Centenary Service - Chatham Naval Memorial (2.30 pm) 

JUNE 

Sat 11th - 12th Folkestone & Ashford Military Show - Sellindge Show Ground   

Sat 18th Hellfire Corner - Pencester Gardens, Dover * 

Sat 25th Armed Forces Day * 

Sun 26th Standard Bearer Training - Capel Morris Community Hall (10 am)  

JULY 

Sat 2nd Hythe Festival * 

Sun 3rd Battle of Britain Memorial Day - Capel-le-Ferne (1.30 pm) 

Tue 5th - 20th MSO on Leave  

Sat 9th - 10th Battles for Victory - Ellington Park, Ramsgate * 

Sun 10th County Parade - RBL Village Garden of Honour (3 pm) 

Wed 19th - 23rd War & Peace Revival - Folkestone Racecourse, Westenhanger * 

AUGUST 

Sat 13th - 14th Headcorn Combined Ops Military Vehicle & Air Show * 

Sat 27th - 29th Military Odyssey - County Showground, Detling * 

SEPTEMBER 

Sat 3rd WS County Conference - Headcorn (11 am)  

Sat 17th - 18th Salute to the ‘40s - Chatham Historic Dockyard * 

Sun 18th Standard Bearer Training - Capel Morris Community Hall (10 am) 

Sat 24th (tbc) County Youth Poppy Walk - Dymchurch (tbc) 

OCTOBER 

Sun 2nd (tbc) County Standard Bearer Competition - Ditton (1 pm) 

Fri 21st Thanet Festival of Remembrance - Winter Gardens, Margate (7 pm) 

Wed 26th Civic Poppy Launch - County Hall, Maidstone 

Sat 29th County Poppy Lunch - Brompton Barracks 

Sun 30th Public Poppy Launch - Bluewater 

 

 



 

NOVEMBER 

Fri 11th Armistice Day 

Fri 11th Remembrance Concert - Dover Town Hall 

Sat 12th Festival of Remembrance - Royal Albert Hall 

Sat 13th Remembrance Sunday 

DECEMBER 

Sat 10th Carol Service - Capel Morris Centre (2.30 pm) 

JANUARY 2017 

Sat 21st County Conference - Headcorn Village Hall (1 pm) 

 

 
*  County Recruiting Stall   
 

ARMED FORCES DAY EVENTS 

JUNE 

Sat 18th The Leas, Folkestone 

Sat 25th The Great Lines, Gillingham 

  The Victorian Green, Broadstairs 

  DFDTC Manston 

  Ramsgate 

  Sutton Valence 

JULY 

Sat 9th Hythe  

 
 



 
 

 

 
 

 ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 

ISLE OF THANET 

FESTIVAL OF REMEMBRANCE 

WINTER GARDENS MARGATE 

7-15 PM FRIDAY 21st OCTOBER 2016 

 

BAND TO BE ANNOUNCED 

PARADE OF STANDARDS AND SERVICE REPRESENTATIVES 

ADDRESS BY NATIONAL OFFICER  

THE SWINGTIME SWEETHEARTS 

‘ON WITH THE DANCE’ WITH MIKE TEE 

 

ALL SEATS RESERVED 

Applications to 

 From March to June June onwards 

 Mr Austin Walker Box Office 

 46 Hertford Road Winter Gardens 

 Margate Margate 

 Kent CT9 3SH Kent CT9 1HX 

 Tel: 01843 224805 Tel: 01843 296111 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

ISLE OF THANET FESTIVAL OF REMEMBRANCE 2016 

 

PLEASE FORWARD No.                             Table Seats  @ £8.50 each 

 No.                             Balcony Seats @ £7.50 each 

 No.                             Rear Seats  @ £6.50 each 

BLOCK CAPITALS 

Name ……………………………………………………………………………… 

Branch/Organisation ……………………………………………………………………………… 

Address ……………………………………………………………………………… 

 ……………………………………………………………………………… 

Wheelchair facilities (limited) YES / NO 

Branch Standard attending YES / NO 

Women’s Section Branch Standard attending YES / NO 

Other Standards attending (please name) YES / NO 

 

REMITTANCE AND S.A.E. WITH YOUR ORDER PLEASE 

CHEQUES PAYABLE TO THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 

SEATS ARE NOT RESERVED UNTIL PAYMENT IS RECEIVED IN FULL  

REGISTERED CHARITY NUMBER 219279 

BRANCH OFFICERS AND 

COMMITTEE SEMINAR 

 

POPPY APPEAL 
Patron:  Her Majesty The Queen 



Reception and Beating Retreat at 

Sutton Valence School 

Wednesday 6th July 2016 (6.30pm) 
 

in aid of ABF The Soldiers’ Charity  
 

with the generous support of 
 

 

Sutton Valence School www.soldierscharity.org 

(Charity No. 1146420) 

 

On Wednesday 6 July 2016, thanks to the generous support of the Headmaster and Staff of Sutton Valence School, 

ABF The Soldiers’ Charity will hold  its annual summer Reception and Beating Retreat in the grounds of the 

school. We very much hope that you can attend.   

We will be commemorating the Battle of The Somme during the evening with a number of historic stands. 

At 6.30pm there will be a Reception with sparkling wine and delicious canapés. At 7.45pm there is the chance to 

experience the historic pageantry of Beating Retreat by the Band of The Parachute Regiment. 

The cost is £32 per person. If you can, please come and support those Soldiers of many generations and campaigns 

who need our help. If you are unable to attend do please consider giving a gift aided donation. 

 

PLEASE REPLY BY 31st MAY 2016 OR AS SOON AS POSSIBLE THEREAFTER (this helps enormously 

with planning for the day) 

 

 

APPLICATION AND / OR DONATION PROFORMA - ABF THE SOLDIERS’ CHARITY SUMMER 

RECEPTION AT SUTTON VALENCE SCHOOL  KENT ON 6 JULY 2016 

 

I enclose my cheque for (                   ) tickets and or a donation for the sum of: …………………… 

made payable to ABF The Soldiers’ Charity 

Contact name: ________________________________________________________________ 

Address  ________________________________________________________________ 

Post Code: ________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone: ______________________   Email: ___________________________________ 

………………………………………………………………………..………………………………… 

Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate at no extra cost to yourself. 
In order to Gift Aid your donation please tick the box below and fill in required details: 
 

 I want to Gift Aid my donation of £__________ and any  donations I make in future or have made in the past 4 years to ABF 

The Soldiers’ Charity:  I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax in that tax year than 
the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my  donations it is my  responsibility to pay any  difference. 
 

Your Title, Initials & Surname __________________________________________________________ 

House Name or Number_____________________________      Post Code ___________________ 

Signature ____________________________________   Date ___________________________ 
 
Please let us know if your details or circumstances change, or if you wish to stop receiving information on fundraising or events from this charity. 

 

Please return to:  Martin Stoneham, 139 Hever Avenue, West Kingsdown, Sevenoaks, Kent TN15 6DT 

Tel: 01474 853014       email: martin@mwstoneham.co.uk 
 

Tickets and an administrative instruction will be sent out in early June 2016. 
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PARADE AND SERVICE OF RE-DEDICATION 

SUNDAY 10TH JULY 2016 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION VILLAGE 
 
The Parade will muster at 1440 hrs at Preston Hall in the Royal British Legion Village 

ME20 7NL and march to the Garden of Honour where the Standards will be inspected. 

The congregation is requested to be seated by 1450 hrs.  The Service will commence at 

1500 hrs. 

After the Service the Parade will form up under the command of the County Parade 

Marshal and will march to the Capel Morris Centre. 

The Salute will be taken by the County Patron, Viscount De L’Isle,  en route and the 

Parade will be dismissed in the car park. 

Refreshments will be available in the Capel Morris Community Hall after the event.   

To help with the catering arrangements, please return the slip below to the Membership 

Support Officer ASAP but by no later than 17th June. 

 

Richard Cast 

County Chairman 

 

 

COUNTY PARADE ON SUNDAY 10TH JULY 2016 

 

(Every Branch is requested to submit this return to the MSO) 

 

From: The Chairman ………………...…………………………………. Branch 

 

My Branch will / will not be supporting County Parade on 10th July 2016. 

 

My Standard will / will not be on parade. 

 

Attendance at the Service approx. . …………………. Branch members 

 

Signed  ……………………………………………………  Branch Chairman 

Please return slip ASAP to help with catering arrangements. 

 
Return to:  MSO, RBL South East Area Office (Kent), Royal British Legion Village, Aylesford, Kent ME20 7NL 
 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 

KENT COUNTY  
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Veterans and Families Coffee Morning 

St Mary The Virgin Church, Tufton Street,  
Churchyard, Ashford TN23 1QG 

 

1st Wednesday of the Month 
10am – 12pm 

 

If you are currently serving or have ever served in the Armed Forces  
or are a family member of those who are serving or have served,  

pop in for a coffee and a chat. 
 

 

 

 

 
 


